
 ntroibo ad Altare Dei

Although wonderful and useful 
institutions, in the final analysis 
the Minor Orders examined in 

the previous issue of the VERBUM are not 
strictly necessary for the life of the Church. 
On the contrary, without the priesthood, 
the highest of the Major Orders, men 
would lack the ordinary means of salvation 
willed by God. But not wishing to leave 
her priests without assistance in provid-
ing these means, the Church established 
two other Major Orders to cooperate with 
the alter Christus in his ministry. The nine 
seminarians ordained to the subdiaconate on 
March 7, the feast of St. Thomas Aquinas, 
and then advanced to the diaconate on June 
20 have progressed to these positions on 
the threshold of the priesthood. To under-
stand the inclusion of these offices in Major 
Orders is to recall to mind that a Major 
Order does two things. It makes the ordained 
a cooperator in the Sacrifice of the Mass, 
giving him a direct power over the Body of 
Christ, and it requires of him a permanent 
consecration to the service of the Church.

An initial scrutiny of how the subdia-
conate meets these conditions will cast light 
on the diaconate for, if it is a humbler order, 
the subdiaconate remains the necessary 
gateway to superior ones. The subdeacon 

cooperates at the 
altar by preparing 
the water and wine 
which will become 
Christ’s Blood, 
pouring the water 
directly into the 
chalice himself. He 
fulfills an adjunct 
function to this role 
in the Sacrifice by 
purifying the sacred 
linens (corporals, 
purificators, palls, 
etc.). Since the altar 

itself represents Christ, these linens have 
among other symbolisms also been taken to 
stand for the faithful in their connection to 
Him as members of His mystical body. This 
implies in turn a duty for the subdeacon to 
help in the sanctification of the people thus 

symbolized— inspiring them by 
his example and instructing them 
through catechesis, which in-
cludes the right to sing the Epistle 
at Mass. Although permanently 
invested with these functions, the 
subdeacon exercises them only 
intermittently. By contrast, he 
does possess two duties which 
demand continual efforts and 
indicate the irrevocability of 
his consecration more explicitly.

First, there is the implicit vow of 
perpetual chastity he takes upon himself 
at his ordination. The second duty calls 
for different virtues but equal fidelity. The 
subdeacon must daily recite the Divine Of-
fice, the same Breviary to which the priest 
is bound. The Church instituted this prayer 
to be her continual conversation with her 
Spouse—crying out to Him her adoration, 
thanksgivings, and petitions throughout 
the course of each day. The Divine Office 
has from the very beginning of the Church 
given to God through Christ the worship 
due to Him. The Church demands from 
those in Major Orders its recitation each 
day because she knows its power as the 
prayer of the whole Mystical Body, Head 
and members. This is a truly mysterious 
privilege—to be the Church at prayer. When 
a subdeacon says his Breviary, he possesses 
an intercessory power far beyond what he 
could obtain as an individual, however holy. 
In accordance with his new dignity, the 
subdeacon receives a special title of respect. 
Addressed no longer as a layman, custom 
(at least in the English language) prefixes 
the honorific “Reverend” to his name. 

The even greater distinction of the 
deacon lies in being able 
not merely to intercede 
in prayer as voice of the 
Church, but even to act as 
her “hands” in an official 
capacity.  By this order, 
the seminarian receives for 
the first time a share in the 
sacramental character of 
Holy Orders. Through the 

power given by this character 
he may baptize, preach from 
the pulpit, and distribute the 
Body of Christ to the Mystical 
Body in Holy Communion. 

Even if his superiors do 
not authorize him to perform 
these, his most ancient offices, 
the deacon still is the chief 
cooperator of the 
priest at Mass, pour-

ing the wine into the 
chalice and offering the bread 
and wine with the priest while 
reciting the Offertory prayers. 
A friendly reproach of the great 
deacon of Rome, St. Lawrence, 
hints at the intimacy of this 
participation in the Sacrifice. As 
Pope St. Sixtus was being led to 
his martyrdom while Lawrence 
remained free, he exclaimed to 
the pontiff, “Whither are you 
going Father without your deacon? Never 
were you wont to go to the altar and offer 
the Blood of the Savior but that I offered 
It with you. Would you today shed your 
own blood and not have me at your side?” 

To the deacon falls the role of chant-
ing solemnly the Gospel at Mass, and this 
right is intimately connected to his role as 
preacher. When ascending the pulpit, he 
should take as his purpose the revelation 
of Christ to the faithful. Scripture abounds 
with references to the centrality of preach-
ing to the life of the Church, emphasizing 
that, “Faith cometh by hearing.” (Rom 
10:17) The holy deacon fulfills his function 
with fortitude, the characteristic virtue of 
Stephen, Lawrence, and Vincent; all are his 

predecessors, and all are 
martyrs. The deacon must 
preach the Gospel, regard-
less of the consequences, 
either in words or by his 
example. He must make 
his own St. Paul’s excla-
mation, “Woe unto me if 
I preach not the Gospel!” 
(I Cor 9:16) During their 

final year of formation, St. Thomas Aquinas 
Seminary gives its deacons the opportunity 
to develop this virtue and refine their public 
speaking ability by requiring one of them to 
give a homily on each Sunday of the year. 
Furthermore, usually before their ordina-
tion to the priesthood, the deacons assist 
a retreat master in preaching the Ignatian 
exercises. These two means allow them to 
utilize their functions and to better prepare 

for the priesthood.
Because the 

priesthood remains 
the essential goal at 
the Seminary. Yet, 
unlike the Minor 
Orders, these two 
subordinate positions 
are more than just 
stepping-stones on the 
path to this objective. 
Deacons and subdea-
cons possess a formal 
intercessory and 

ministerial power. The man who becomes 
a subdeacon no longer prays solely as a 
man, but becomes the voice of the Church. 
The Church uses the deacon as her hands, 
distributing grace through him by means of 
the Sacraments. Once ordained to these of-
fices they possess the right to obtain and to 
distribute the graces that Christ has prom-
ised her. They take their great dignity from 
this proximity to Christ and their usefulness 
to the Church. Those in Major Orders of any 
degree have been given a gift which cannot 
fully be appreciated this side of heaven.

Deacon & Subdeacon

Used in the last two issues of the 
VERBUM, the symbol at left is an 
ancient three word monogram. The 
upper letters abridge the Greek spelling 

of Jesus Christ, ΙΗΣΟΣ ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ, by representing the 
first and last letters of each word. The bars across the 
top indicate the abbreviation. NIKA means “victory” 
and refers primarily to His triumph over sin and death 
through His Passion and Resurrection. Its common 
use in the Greek and Slavonic Rites and its frequent 
appearance on icons, give it a distinctively Eastern 
feeling. Despite its Oriental origin it very quickly be-
came part of the patrimony of the entire Church and is 
found in manuscripts from the fifth century onwards.

“All men take not this word, 
but they to whom it is given. 

He that can take, 
let him take it.”

(Matthew 19:11,12)

Exploring Catholic Symbolism

“Blessed are the feet of them 
that preach the gospel of peace, 

of them that bring glad 
tidings of good things.” 

(Romans 10:15)



Montmartre
The joy of the Church Militant, 

celebrating the conferral of the 
Diaconate upon nine of her sons, 

overflowed this year to a second day 
of rejoicing on June 21 for the faithful 
collected in Winona. Clergy and laity 
filled the Seminary grounds to renew old 
friendships and to forge new ones, while 
event followed event until late afternoon, 
beginning what perhaps may become an 
annual festival: The Day of Tradition. 

That Saturday began as all Catholic 
days ought, with the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass. This particular Mass commemorated 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of Fr. Jaime 
Pazat’s priestly ordination. Father sang the 
Mass of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Eternal 
High Priest, in thanksgiving for the graces 
of his priesthood. His Excellency Bishop 
Bernard Fellay preached a stirring ser-
mon on the grandeur of the priestly office, 
setting a high ideal for the seminarians.

Following the morning mass, 
Bishop Fellay gave a conference to the 
seminarians and faithful. The Superior 
General spoke at length on the ideal of 
the Christian family and its place in the 
re-Christianization of society. Illustrat-
ing his statements with several lucid 
analogies, he outlined the problems facing 
families today, proposed remedies, and 
concluded by commending all present 
to the protection of the Holy Family.

Lunch was a treat for everyone: 
Brother René, stationed in Kansas City, 
roasted three whole pigs with the help 

of some parishioners, beginning prepara-
tions on Thursday evening and cooking 
them overnight to a state of tender perfec-
tion. The Chef and his helpers whipped up 
enormous amounts of potato salad, pasta 
salad, buns and barbeque sauce to round 
out this square meal. After the picnic tables 

filled up, many seminarians and faithful 
sat down on the grass with their meals. In 
the midst of cavorting children, the hum 
of a thousand conversations filled the air.

The afternoon topped off the day with 
an internationally themed concert. Begin-
ning with “a real cowboy”, Seth Kelly, the 
faithful were treated to some traditional 
western cowboy tunes. Next Jim Delisle 
captivated the crowd with some Irish favor-
ites. Somehow in the busy weeks leading up 
to ordinations some seminarians found time 
to get together and practice a few songs. 
They took the stage last, beginning with 
a set of Scottish Jacobite songs. Between 
numbers they explained each song’s connec-
tion with the historical attempts to restore 
the Catholic monarchy to Scotland and Eng-
land. Next the Seminary’s polyphonic choir 
performed Vivaldi’s Gloria and another 
piece, then all the performers joined voices 
with the crowd for some beautiful American 
folk songs. The amusing finale gave way 
to a standing ovation from the audience, 
and the concert ended on an upswing.

The individual events of the day, 
though widely differing in scope, worked 
toward achieving a single goal. The priest-
hood and the family were emphasized as the 
foundations of Christian life, and this day 
through its activities exhibited the rich Cath-
olic culture that flourishes when planted on 

these solid bases. One performer summed up 
the day’s mood perfectly with this invitation:

God bless the cheerful man
And God keep the cheerful man
For he indeed is a very rare thing
Who’ll be a cheerful man, who’ll be
 a cheerful man?
Who can carry his cross 
 and still sing?

St. Paul tells us to rejoice always 
in the truth, and indeed the distinguishing 
mark of a Catholic should be joy. Chris-
tian happiness is not the fleeting pleasures 
of the world, but the love of God and of 
neighbor. The Catholic possessing char-
ity naturally shares it, and also his lesser 
goods, with gladness. This truth brilliantly 
shone forth on the Day of Tradition for 
all who participated in the good food, 
better company, great music, and espe-
cially in prayer to our Good Father, from 
whom is every good and perfect gift.

“Maintenance!” 
Whenever 
physical prob-

lems outside of the scope of 
other departments arise, this 
cry springs to the lips of 
dwellers at the Seminary as 
naturally as “Help!” Semi-
narians know that they can 
rely on these comrades 
in a pinch when their 
own capabilities fall 

short. The duty of this department consists 
in opposing the natural forces of deteriora-
tion. The limited time and resources of the 
seminarian, who also must study for the 
priesthood, increase this challenge, and the 
sometimes quirky design of a sixty year old 
building— for instance, outflow sewage 
pipes six inches in diameter which flow into 
a narrower four inch aperture—exacerbates 
the difficulties.

Obligations of this type frequently 
require the forfeiture of personal time 
for the sake of the common good.  The 
Maintenance crew often uses Wednesday 
afternoon recreations and personal study 
time to conclude urgent projects. These men 
undergo the sacrifice willingly in the quest 
to maximize the efficacy of generous contri-
butions and to meet changing demands in a 
timely fashion. The nature of this work calls 
for greater adaptability and quicker problem 
solving than is generally required in other 
departments. The departmental duties are 
not as regular as others’, but are accordingly 
more intense. When a pipe breaks, the water 
doesn’t ask permission before gushing out. 
In fact, just such a burst water line caused 
many headaches over the Christmas break, 
inundating everything inside the “farm-
house”. A succeeding warm spell then fos-
tered mildew growth. A scramble to make 
the structure livable again ensued, with the 

replacement of ruined carpet, floor-
boards, and sheetrock. The structure’s 
waterlogged Benedictine residents 
migrated to the main building, cramp-
ing living quarters even more for a 
few weeks. If the Jesuits were known 
as the Church’s light cavalry because 
of their ability to respond quickly and 
effectively in disparate circumstanc-
es, Maintenance plays that role on the 

physical level at the Seminary.
In fact, the appellation 

“maintenance” falls short of 
a proper description of this 
group. Their collective techni-
cal and mechanical savvy 
also enables many problems 
to be resolved “in house”. 
Each individual contributes 
special talents to the group; 
some as electricians, others in 
construction, woodworking, 

laying tile, or pouring concrete. Utilizing 
and polishing acquired skills, they save 
money and foster the spirit of poverty, 
and help to preserve a greater spirit of 
recollection, eliminating the distractions 
which would come with the employment 
of contractors. Their expertise beautifies 
the Seminary as well. For example, in the 
wood shop they provide fine tables for the 
classrooms, kneelers, bookshelves, and fresh 
paint or stain for weathered furnishings.

 When rapidly changing conditions, 
especially ballooning enrollment, call for 
addition or remodeling as the only viable 
solution, several of these talents come into 
play towards a common end. The results of 
this cooperation are especially prominent in 
the renovation of the old recreation room. 
Deputed to combine the former recreation 
hub with the copy shop to accommodate 
the increasing number of residents, the 
Maintenance hands transformed these two 
areas, first tearing down, in order to build 
up. Under the guidance of Seminary profes-
sor Fr. Iscara and with the help of some 
generous laymen, they quickly converted 
the former space into a tasteful new lounge, 
where seminarians may sit and talk in front 
of a roaring fire on the cold Minnesota 
winter days. This has become a favorite 
place of seminarians, who love to gather 
there to play chess, to listen to music, to 
read magazines, or simply to converse. 

While part and parcel of the job, 
big-time projects remain extraordinary. 
Most frequently Maintenance workers 
occupy themselves with assorted mun-
dane responsibilities. They stock various 
cleaning supplies to sustain the neat 
and orderly appearance of the 
house, and they check equip-
ment and structures for wear. 
Naturally, they take care 
to repair, or when 

needed, to restore parts of the building.  This 
summer they will replace many, if not all, 
of the windows—practically opaque from 
moisture which wormed its way between the 
panes during the humid Minnesota summers.  
As far as possible, the men of Mainte-
nance keep the Seminary in good shape. 
This toil swallows their time in smaller 
portions, but they adopt the notion that a 
small investiture of effort in advance will 
forestall inflated troubles down the road.

Deficient resources, want of experi-
ence, and lack of personal attraction for the 
work count for little, whether it be in the 
crush of an emergency or in the repetition 
of daily chores.  This crew is ever ready 
to make the most of limited means to keep 
crucial parts operative and to offer these 
crosses for the community’s benefit and 
the glory of God. Its tasks are not always 
pleasant nor even necessarily very clean, 
but this labor is indispensable—even in a 
house dedicated to the formation of priests.

The Joys of Tradition

The early date of Easter this year 
caused Pentecost Sunday to fall sev-
eral weeks ahead of the Seminary’s 

semester exams. This made it possible 
for seven fifth-year seminarians and one 
Seminary professor to step away briefly 
from academics and participate in the an-
nual Society-sponsored 
pilgrimage from Char-
tres to Paris which takes 
place on the Saturday, 
Sunday, and Monday 
of Pentecost weekend. 

 Arriving in Paris 
on Friday, the eve of the 
pilgrimage, Fr. Thierry 
Gaudray treated his 
students to a whirlwind 
tour of the city’s more 
prominent Catholic sites. They visited Notre 
Dame and the Seminary of the Foreign 

Missions, admired 
the massive church 
of St. Sulpice, 
and prayed before 
the relics of St. 
Vincent de Paul, St. 
Catherine Labouré, 
and St. Louise de 
Marillac. Jet lag 
was catching up 

with them as they traveled 
to Chartres by train that 

evening, but they caught a brief glimpse 
of the pilgrimage preparations before 
checking into their hotel and resting 
from their busy 40-hour travel day.

Arising early, the seminarians at-
tended the Sung Mass which served to 
inaugurate the pilgrimage and was cel-

ebrated in the square 
immediately in front of 
Chartres cathedral.  After 
enjoying a very brief 
breakfast with priests and 
seminarians from across 
Europe, the seminar-
ians searched in vain 
for an English-speaking 
chapter to which they 
could attach them-
selves. But finding no 

organized group from the United States, 
Canada, England, or Ireland, the seven 
seminarians collected the handful of Eng-
lish-speaking pilgrims, formed their own 
chapter, and set off on the road to Paris. 

Occasionally joined by one or 
another of the English-speaking priests 
who generously offered his services, 
this smallest chapter of the 2008 Char-
tres pilgrimage wound its way along the 
69-mile route. With no formal program 
prepared and lacking a collection of Eng-
lish hymns, the seminarians relied on their 
own resources and the official pilgrim-

age booklet to construct an outline of daily 
devotions. Litanies, songs, meditations, 
times of silence, and periods of conversation 
marked out passing miles while the scenery 
changed from pasture to forest and finally 
to cityscape. In chanting the fifteen decades 
of the rosary, the little group even ventured 
to imitate the larger chapters by sometimes 
singing the “Hail Mary” in French before 
reverting to the better understood Latin. 

Throughout the pilgrimage, the semi-
narians were impressed by the incredible 
degree of organization which they encoun-
tered. Each morning, the times for rising and 
departure were strictly observed. A generous 
staff of volunteers directed traffic, supplied 
bottled water and sunscreen, and provided 
medical assistance and transportation when 
necessary. Detailed color maps given to 

each pilgrim explained the arrangement 
of each meticulously ordered campsite. 

Also, the excellent spirit of the 
pilgrims proved particularly edifying. 
A genuine zeal for the faith seemed to 
animate the entire event, and the char-
ity displayed by those in attendance 
certainly rendered the burdens of the 
march easier to bear. The seminarians also 
enjoyed the company of their European 
confreres who seemed to make a special 
effort to make them feel welcome.

After the beautiful Solemn Mass 
celebrated at Montmartre, the long-an-
ticipated destination, the seminarians bade 
farewell to their faithful chapter and made 
their way back to the church of St. Nicho-
las du Chardonnet in Paris. Morning found 
them en route to the airport and from there 
back across the Atlantic. Their homecoming 
trip concluded early that Tuesday evening 
and they found an enthusiastic audience of 
seminarians to listen to their many impres-
sions and anecdotes. But every weekend, 
no matter how busy or how edifying, 
eventually comes to an end. The follow-
ing morning, the seven pilgrims set out 
again and headed off to class as usual.

Walking in the Spirit of Faith:
Subdeacons on Pilgrimage in France

Twenty years ago this summer St. 
Thomas Aquinas Seminary took up 
residence in a former Dominican 

novitiate atop Stockton Hill, overlooking 
the small mid-western town of Winona, 
Minnesota. These days the Seminary is 
well-known to thousands of people who 
have been its guests for retreats and 
conferences, priestly ordinations, or any 
number of smaller ceremonies that punc-
tuate the year. On the occasion of this 
anniversary, the VERBUM wishes to take 
a brief glance back to a time before the 
Winona Seminary had grown to maturity.

Veterans among the faithful 
will perhaps remember the days when 
the Society’s American seminarians 
were formed at St. Joseph’s House 
of Studies in Armada, Michigan.  It 
was not until 1979 that the Seminary 
moved to a former Jesuit retreat cen-
ter in Ridgefield, Connecticut, known 
today as the Society’s St. Ignatius Re-
treat House. That structure served the 
Seminary’s needs for almost a decade 
before the superiors had to decide 
between expansion and the purchase 
of an existing structure elsewhere.

In 1988 Divine 
providence arranged 
for the acquisition of St. Peter Martyr 
Novitiate in Winona. Seminarians may not 
appreciate how much work was needed to 
render habitable our present home, for at 
that time the building’s state of dilapidation 
gave pause. It was an incomparable blessing 
when Mr. Peter Sardegna decided to close 
down his contracting business in New York 
and move to Winona. After visiting on 
different occasions at the request of Father 
(now Bishop) Williamson, Mr. Sardegna 
offered to begin restoring the structure. 

The description 
of the task facing 

him and his crews is telling: “…plaster is 
blistered, many of the parquet floors are 
buckled. A whole dumpster full of doors 
had to be thrown out. Many walls and 
ceilings have had to be broken open to fix 
pipes. That will probably have to be done 
even more when we get the new boilers 
hooked up and begin testing the steam lines 
in early to mid-December.…None of the 
main building had any insulation and we are 
putting in four inches of insulation and sheet 
rock on all the exterior walls which makes 

it necessary to move all the radiators out. 
We have put in over 400 double panes of 
glass and reinstalled and painted the window 
frames we found all over the building.” 

The fruits of such labor are abundant 
and abundantly clear today.  The size and 
location of the Seminary have facilitated 
the formation of a large number of seminar-
ians in an atmosphere conducive to prayer 
and study. Yet once again the Seminary’s 
physical limits are making themselves felt. 
Some rooms intended for one person now 
house three, and those reserved for visit-
ing priests and prospective seminarians are 

few indeed. We trust the Good Lord 
to take care of this most welcome 
“problem” as He always has done in 
the past. And we hope all readers will 
join the VERBUM staff in thank-
ing God for always providing what 
was necessary to form priests, and 
particularly for sending those gener-
ous souls who have contributed to a 
successful two decades in Winona. 

Above: The generous assistance of Mr. and Mrs. 
Peter Sardegna made the Seminary habitable again.

At left the Refectory is shown before renovation, 
and at right it appears in its current state.

Department 
Spotlight:

Chartres

Since its restoration, the Library 
(shown at left) has become an ideal 

place for study or research.

Home Improvement Twenty Years Later

Fr. Jaime Pazat stands with his brother, seminary 
professor Fr. Philippe Pazat (left), and with 

Fr. Leo Boyle (right), who came from England 
for Father’s anniversary celebration.



Seminary Bids Farewell to 
Br. Gerard...

Good Shepherd Sunday 
in St. Mary’s

Seminary life is character-
ized by stability. Each day 
is much like its predeces-

sor, and the academic and liturgi-
cal seasons follow one another 
with a regularity and uniformity 
which facilitates the Seminary’s 
profound work of formation. Another 
component of this stability is the pres-
ence of certain persons who seem to have 
been part of the Seminary landscape since 
time immemorial and who—it is generally 
assumed—will still be found on Stockton 
Hill when Christ returns. Therefore, it was 
no small shock when after a total tenure of 
twenty-three years, the Seminary commu-
nity’s longest-standing member was sent to 
work the soil in another row of the Lord’s 
vineyard. Shortly after Easter, well-beloved 
colleague Br. Gerard took up his new duties 
at Corpus Christi Priory in Athlone, Ireland.

Entering the Seminary at Ridgefield, 
Connecticut in 1985 to pursue his vocation 
as a brother, he received the name Brother 
Gerard Francis and remained at the Semi-
nary for his first assignment. Over the years, 
Brother gladly shouldered responsibilities 
in many aspects of the Seminary’s life. In 
the kitchen, his much-admired macaroni-
and-cheese and his famous “Eggs Gerard” 
became staples in the seminarians’ diet. 
During the last several years, he was also 
often found in the laundry room starching 
and ironing sacristy linens, and before that, 
he had taken an active role in the schola 

and polyphonic choir. Amongst the many 
hidden ways Brother found of serving the 
Seminary’s mission, must be mentioned 
his devotion to prayer, including his faith-
ful recitation of the “brother’s breviary”, 
fifteen decades of the 
rosary each day. 

Brother Gerard 
pursues all his tasks with 
dedication, but if there 
was one true labor of love during his time 
at the Seminary, it was his toil in the garden 
and orchard. Brother planted and Brother 
watered, and God gave the increase. Usu-
ally, whenever the weather brought a change 
of season, he would bring the fruits of some 
harvest to the table. In the late winter, he 
often led the dedicated band of volunteers 
who tapped the Seminary’s maple trees 
and boiled down the sap to produce syrup. 
During the summer, working under his 
gigantic straw hat, he gathered in the harvest 
of green beans, corn, squash, or tomatoes.  
Each fall, his apple cider hit the spot for 
thirsty seminarians. Brother truly delights 
in things that grow, and this pure esteem for 
creatures naturally guides him to use them in 
the way that God intended—as springboards 
to a greater knowledge and love of God.

The love of God prompts Brother 
to greater fidelity, and by striving to live 
up to his vocation, he has provided four 
generations of seminarians with a striking 
example of cheerfulness, simplicity, and 
devotion to duty.  He describes his life as a 

brother as “...a life of prayer, 
community, family, support, and 
duty. There is a place here to follow 
Our Lord a little more closely, a little more 
securely.” Brother exemplifies the happiness 

that comes from fulfilling 
one’s duties, whatever form 
they may take, for the sake 

of a God 
sincerely 
loved, radiating this happiness to those 
around him. He was always ready with a 
kind word and a good-natured laugh and 
seemed to make a special effort to encour-
age new members of the community who 
were having a bit of trouble adjusting to 
the unfamiliar surroundings. Yet despite it 
all, Brother considers himself the debtor. 
When he made his perpetual vows on 
September 29, 2001, he called it, “a return 
to God for what He has done for me.”  

At the main meal on Easter Sunday 
the seminarians gave our Brother the tradi-
tional lighthearted yet heart-felt farewell. 
Fr. le Roux presented him with a relic of 
St. Francis of Assisi as a gesture of the 
Seminary’s deep appreciation for his years 
of devoted service. Br. Gerard addressed the 
community with his usual simple eloquence, 
“All I can say is, Deo Gratias!” If the words 
are few, their meaning is profound, and 
these are likewise the sentiments of the 
Seminary for having had present a person 

Last year, the Semi-
nary adopted the 
practice of sending 

the seminarians to a parish 
the second Sunday after 
Easter, called “Good 
Shepherd Sunday” 
in reference to the 
words of Our Lord 
quoted in the gospel 
of that day. This 

outing is the occasion to 
fulfill a number of purposes. First among 
these is the fostering of possible vocations, 
but seminarians hope to catch a glimpse 
of their future ministry at the same time 
and to provide a source of edification and 
encouragement for the faithful who pray 
and sacrifice for “many holy priests.”  

After a successful visit to Immaculate 
Heart of Mary chapel in St. Paul the year 
before, the itinerary directed the seminar-

ians this spring to a 
much larger venue. 
During the after-
noon of Saturday, 
April 5, an army 
of cassocks from 
across the country 
began streaming 
into St. Mary’s, 

Kansas. Many seminarians did not return 
to Winona first after their Easter vacations, 
but arrived directly in St. Mary’s. After 
chanting Compline together in the Assump-
tion Chapel, the visitors settled into their 
accommodations. Rev. Fr. Vicente Griego 
welcomed as many as possible into the 
college dormitory while the rest received 
the kind hospitality of parishioners. 

The events of Sunday, April 6, began 
with Solemn High Mass at 10:00 a.m. cel-
ebrated by the Seminary rector, Fr. le Roux. 
Mass took place on an elegant portable 
altar in the auditorium, since the chapel 
could not have accommodated the number 
of faithful who attended the ceremony. 
In his sermon, Fr. le Roux warned of the 
temptation for those within tradition to 
rest complacently in a posture of mere 

preservation, forgetting 
the obligation to spread 
the truth boldly in an 
anti-Catholic world. 

Following 
the Mass, the laity 

treated their guests to a potluck brunch 
accompanied by entertainment. Among 
the performances were a small orchestra, 
Irish step dancing, and a Celtic band. Not 
to be outdone in this regard, some of the 
Seminary’s own musicians played several 
Celtic and American folk tunes as a gesture 
of gratitude for the warm welcome they 
received. The meal and festivities provided 
the seminarians with ample opportunity to 
mix with the families of the parish, form 
new acquaintances, and to discuss Semi-

nary life. The afternoon concluded with 
Solemn Vespers, after which the seminar-
ians returned to their respective lodgings 
for the remainder of the evening. The next 
morning saw them all back on campus 
for Mass followed by breakfast in the 
school cafeteria. Afterwards the Seminary 
visitors set out for Winona and the final 
trimester of the academic year, secure 
in the hope that they had helped to draw 
other aspiring shepherds in their wake.

The VERBUM extends a special thank 
you to Mr. David Kleinsmith and his team 
of photographers for providing the pictures 
for this story.  Interested readers can find 
other shots of the St. Mary’s campus on his 
website: http://kleinsmith.smugmug.com. All 
proceeds from the sale of his photographs 
go to restoring the Immaculata Church, 
shown at the beginning of this article, which 
burned down in 1978.

Besides Brother Gerard, the 
Seminary also bid adieu to Brother 
Alphonsus, who returned to sunny 

Phoenix to assist with the apostolates of 
the parish and retreat house there. In the 
spirit of obedience, Brother Alphonsus has 
worked in a variety 
of places: Phoenix, 
El Paso, La Salette, 
and finally the 
Seminary for the 
last two years. 
Brother’s talents 
were particularly 
appreciated by the 
Seminary’s grounds 
crew, whom he 
assisted primarily by 
mowing the numerous fields which surround 
the seminary buildings. Besides his technical 
skills, Brother is a voracious reader, well 
versed in the particularities of the various 
Eastern Catholic rites, and during his time 
at the Seminary, he was always ready with 
an engaging conversation on an interesting 
aspect of those liturgies. Also a classical 
music enthusiast, Brother impresses with 
his ability to recognize quickly pieces and 
composers. May God bless Brother as he 
bids farewell to Minnesota and returns to 
an old apostolate to continue his work, 
and the fulfillment of God’s Will.

...and Br. 
Alphonsus

of such outstanding example. The prayers 
of the seminarians, priests, and his fel-
low brothers follow him to the Emerald 
Isle where surely he will be, together with 
his twin brother Fr. David 
Nichols, an instrument 
of as much grace and 
contagious joy for 
the Irish people, 
as he was for 
the Seminary 
community.


