
“When a church, or a 
monastery, or in this 
case,  a seminary, is 

built, the first movement is downwards, 
into the earth, from which man comes. 
The buildings then rise towards Heaven 

symbolizing the destiny for which man 
was created. A seminary must be a place 
where heaven meets earth.”

Thus Seminary Rector, Rev. Fr. 
Yves le Roux, addressed a dozen priests 
and more than two hundred faithful, 
gathered atop a muddy hill in Buckingham 
County, Virginia on October 13, 2011 
to witness the groundbreaking for the 
new St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary. 

Rev. Fr. Emeric Baudot, Bursar General 
of the Society of St. Pius X, came from 
Switzerland to represent Bishop Bernard 
Fellay, the Superior General, and preside 
over the ceremony. Following the Rector‘s 
speech, Fr. Baudot blessed the land on 
which the new seminary will soon stand. 
The festivities continued with the Our 
Lady of Fatima Chapel Choir performing 
a beautiful rendition of the hymn Vexilla 
Regis, and a selection from T.S. Eliot’s 
“Choruses from the Rock” read by Dr. 
David Allen White.

Fr. Baudot was the first to pierce 
the earth with the ceremonial golden 
shovel. He was followed in turn by Fr. le 
Roux, Seminary Vice-rector Fr. Thomas 
Asher and Fr. Arnaud Rostand, District 
Superior of the United States. The shovel 
then passed to other priests, some 
administrative officials of the county, 
and the project’s chief architect. The 
ceremony concluded with a sung Salve 
Regina and the recitation of the Angelus.

Then all the guests adjourned to 
the banquet tent for a convivial luncheon. 
During the meal, Fr. le Roux once again 
addressed some remarks to the attendees 
and unveiled a magnificent model of 
the future seminary, built by Fr. Asher 
and closely following the architectural 
drawings. These same drawings and some 
impressive computer renderings were 
put on display to give an idea of what the 
Society of St. Pius X would like to realize 
in Virginia.  The model and drawings 
sparked a great deal of enthusiasm for 
the project among those in attendance, 
who came from as far away as Georgia, 
Texas, and even Idaho. 

Some five days before the 
ceremony, twenty new seminarians and 
a postulant brother arrived in Winona, 
pushing the Seminary population over 
one hundred. Some seminarians now 
find themselves in quadruple-occupancy 
accommodations and the chapel and 
refectory are packed. Thanks be to God, 

the stream of vocations does not 
seem to be slowing, but the need 
for more room becomes ever more 
pressing. 

This growth has been well-
documented in many previous 
issues of the VERBUM. What is 
certainly less known is the ongoing 
effort over the past several years to 
ascertain the best means to alleviate 
the lack of space. After considering, 
reconsidering, and assessing the 
pros and cons of every possibility 
for expansion in Winona, as well as 
researching and visiting countless 
properties with existing buildings, 
the Seminary finally purchased a 
piece of land in Virginia. But even 
this step was not yet decisive. There 
were still visits to be made to other 
properties, as well as a thorough 
examination of the costs, difficulties, 
obstacles, advantages, and benefits 
of constructing an entirely new 
seminary a thousand miles from 
the present one. The Seminary 
then contacted some architects 
who produced some magnificent 
conceptual drawings for this new 
work. In the end, it was clear that the 
best option by far was to undertake 
the new construction. In May, Bishop 
Fellay, with the advice of his council, 
definitively decided to move forward 
on the Virginia project.  

Of course, the new seminary 
buildings will be considerably larger 
than the present facilities in Winona. 
But increased capacity is not the only 
improvement this construction and 
relocation offers. The 
Society’s hierarchy also sees 
an excellent opportunity 
to erect a building more 
in conformity with the 
needs of the Seminary 
community. Architecture 
rooted in thousands of 
years of Catholic tradition, 
including monastic-style 
cloisters more conducive to 
contemplative silence and 
a beautiful Romanesque 
chapel with a sanctuary 
sized for pontifical 
ceremonies, will contribute 
to the formation of future 
priests. Even the offices 
and living quarters of the 
new building will be laid 
out with the life of the 
Seminary in mind.

The ground is broken 
and the project is underway. 
There is certainly still a 
long way to go and many 
difficulties to overcome 

before the change of location can actually 
take place, but this new home will be of 
invaluable benefit to priestly formation: 
truly a place where heaven meets earth.

New Seminary Project Breaks Ground



•	 Situated	on	1,100	acres	of	magnificent	Virginia	countryside
•	 Impressive	church	in	traditional	Romanesque	style
•	 Beautiful	views	of	the	Appalachian	mountains
•	 Capacity	for	a	community	of	150

•	 Two	authentic	cloisters	provide	a	meditative	setting	for	
prayer	and	study

•	 Nearby	art	galleries,	museums,	and	historical	sites	offer	
opportunities	to	complement	the	Seminary	formation

A Glance at the 
Future Seminary



Campaign of Prayer to St. Joseph
While a project of this magnitude requires a significant outlay of time and material for successful completion, 

it is absolutely impossible without an even greater spiritual outlay. And so, confident in your generosity, we 

ask you, dear faithful, to join us in a campaign of prayer to Saint Joseph, the patron of the universal Church 

and provider in all temporal needs. To participate, say the prayer below every day from Christmas Day to 

February 2nd, the Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

As the New Seminary Project begins in earnest, a new publication will be 

necessary to keep friends and benefactors up-to-date on its progress. The 

VERBUM team, composed entirely of seminarians, must turn its attention 

to providing this newsletter, and consequently will suspend production of 

VERBUM for now. For news about the Winona Seminary, we invite you to 

visit our website, www.stas.org. In the coming months, we will launch a new 

website dedicated entirely to the New Seminary Project.

“O glorious St. Joseph, faithful follower of Jesus Christ, to thee do we raise our hearts and hands to implore 

thy powerful intercession in obtaining from the benign heart of Jesus all the helps and graces necessary 

for our spiritual and temporal welfare, particularly the grace of a happy death, and the special favor we 

now implore: the successful completion of the construction of the new St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary. O 

Guardian of the Word Incarnate, we have confidence that thy prayers on our behalf will be graciously 

heard before the throne of God. Amen.

Jesus, Mary, Joseph, I love you, save souls!”

Growth of 
the Seminary

When the Seminary moved to Winona, Minnesota back in 1988, the new building had plenty 

of room for growth. That was twenty-three years ago. Since then the Seminary community 

has filled and overfilled the present structure, with new seminarians spending a year or 

even more in bunk rooms and taking up all the space once reserved for the faithful in the 

chapel. The new seminary will enable significant expansion without losing the community 

spirit, with individual rooms and spacious facilities more conducive to a solid spiritual and 

intellectual formation.

Virginia Project Newsletter

▼ Fr. Asher and Fr. le Roux envision grand possibilities. 

◄  The gently rolling hills of Virginia 
provide a perfect complement to 
the future Seminary.

◄  The Seminary community today

▼ The Seminary community 20 years ago


