
his past May, the Society’s newly elected
Superior General, Bishop Bernard Fellay
visited the Seminary here in Winona. As
Superior General it was his first visit to the

American Seminary. During his stay he was able to
meet individually with each member of the
community, that is, each priest, seminarian, and
brother. He also gave three
conferences to the Seminarians on
the present condition of Rome and
the Society’s relation, with Rome.
As of present, the Church is more
and more exercising her false
ecumenism, in which She is
opening her arms to false religions
and is continually apologizing for
her “crimes” of the past. One
example of this is the planned
ecumenical meeting on Mount
Sinai of Catholics, Jews, and
Muslims, to celebrate the new
Millennium. However, the Society,
Bishop Fellay stated, is keeping
her position by holding fast to the
tradition of the Church. 

During his visit,VERBUM
was granted an interview with the
newly elected Superior General.
Following are some of his
thoughts on the Society and its
work in the present situation of the
Church.

VERBUM: Excellency, this is your first visit to the
United States since your election as Superior General
last year. As Superior General, how do you see the
state of the Society of St. Pius X here? Do you see
any dangers?

Bishop Fellay: The danger, if there is a danger, is not
new. The danger could be one of overworking in the
sense that there are many faithful, many chapels and
not enough priests. The vineyard of the Lord is very,
very big and the workers are so few. The danger is to
try to do more than we can.

VERBUM: The last General Chapter stressed the
desire that each priory have three priests, so that
community life could take place as the Statutes
foresaw. Why is this important?

Bishop Fellay: Definitely we remembered during the
General Chapter that the Society of St. Pius X is first
of all a Society of priests who live a common life,
and this common life comes, from the nature of the
matter, before the apostolate. There is a priority of
nature. And we may even say that the apostolate will
be done through this community life. Community life
is the form of our apostolate. And in order to have
this community life, of course, we need more priests
and also brothers in the different priories. That is
why we do want to increase the number of members
in the different priories.

VERBUM: So you would definitely emphasize, as
did the Dominicans, the motto, “To contemplate and
to give to others the fruits of one’s contemplation?”

Bishop Fellay: The priest is the man of God, isn’t
he? He is not only a man, he is the man OF God;

and this OF God must never be forgotten.

VERBUM: Regarding the Society of Saint Pius X
worldwide, what are your hopes for the next few
years? Do you see any dangers looming ahead?

Bishop Fellay: Humanly speaking there are more
worries than hopes, worries at different levels,

worries in the Church. One sees an
increasing indifferentism in this
way of thinking that whatever
religion you choose, everything is
fine. Just be a good protestant,
Catholic, buddhist, whatever. Just
be good. It is a totally wrong
understanding of charity. And
even this idea of the Church as
“communion” is a very dangerous
and confusing idea because, of
course, there is a communion, the
communion of saints, a
communion of charity. But before
this, as its foundation, there is the
communion of Faith which is
absolutely necessary. The more
things go on, as the Vatican does
not censure the errors, this allows
a greater destruction of the flock, a
greater scattering of the sheep.
This is a great worry. 

On the political level, there is a
kind of parallel between the state
of society and the Church. There is

a parallel tendency to anarchy.

As for hopes, they are on the supernatural level. We
know that the more we are humiliated, the more we
will be helped by God and exalted by grace. Another
hope, which may seem curious but which is
absolutely true, is that where sin abounds, grace

abounds the more. So we trust in Our Lord and
expect that these times will be shortened for the sake
of the elect.

VERBUM: So would you attribute the growing
anarchy in the Church to a blurring of the basic
distinction between supernature and nature?

Bishop Fellay: This would not be the only factor.
This is certainly a theological factor which is at the
root of religious liberty and of ecumenism also. But
you also have the resulting disciplinary side, the
government of the Church. The Church is as if it is
not governed. Even if some scarce reminders of truth
are made, the immediate consequences of such
reminders should be, if a government wants to be
credible, the censure of the contrary, of those who
oppose the truth. But this does not happen, or at least
not seriously. And this is a very important reason
which also explains the anarchy.

VERBUM: Speaking of the government of the
Church, it is generally suspected that the Pope is
seriously ill. Do you have any hope that a new pope
would put the Church back on course?

Bishop Fellay: Looking high enough, in God’s plans,
we always have the hope that the next pope would
bring back the churchmen onto the right track. Once
again, though, humanly speaking, it is not that rosy
of a picture; but we are not allowed to base our
judgements only on the human side.

VERBUM: Now, if we might turn to lighter matters,
so as to allow our readers a glimpse into the daily life
of a Superior General, now that you hold this office,
you must find yourself very busy. Do you travel more
now than before your election?
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Priestly Ordinations 1995
New Priests and Deacons!The new priests stand in front of Bishop Alfonso de Galaretta. They are
from left to right: (front row) Fr. Vicente Griego, Fr. Eric Ensey, Fr. Joseph Dreher, Fr. Greig
Gonzales. The Deacons from left to right: (second row) Rev. Mr. Angelo Van der Putten, Rev. Mr. Allan
Mullan, Rev. Mr. Marshall Roberts, Rev. Mr. John Peek, Rev. Mr. John Fullerton, Rev. Mr. François
Chazal,  Rev. Mr. Robert Neville

The new Superior General,
Bishop Fellay, during his recent

visit to the Seminary.
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We are in the period known as English
Gothic,with the altar dedicated to the
Pope-Saint, St. Marcel. He was the patron
saint of Archbishop Lefebvre and it is
known that he died in the year 309 from
the ill-treatment inflicted on him by the
Emperor Maxentius. The Pope whose
feast-day is January 16, like a true
shepherd, demanded that apostates be
reconciled with the Church and perform
penance before he would pardon them.
This tough stance bought him the crown of
martyrdom.

The altar itself is expressly English
Gothic because of the heraldic character of
the Coats of Arms on the front. The crests

belong to the bishops consecrated by His
Grace, as well as his own. The altar is
decorated with deep tones of maroon and
green, and offset with thin lines of gold.
St. Marcel himself, in a polychromatic
duplicate of the Gothic statue, looks down
on the altar wearing full pontifical
vestments of his time. Finally, hand-
painted to either side of the altar, are the
mottos of His Grace Archbishop Lefebvre
and Bishop Williamson. A most fitting
tribute to St. Marcel, and to the
Archbishop.

There is a new and very beautiful place in
our Seminary which has been set aside for the
worthy celebration of Holy Mass. The idea
began last year with the need
for more altars for the
celebration of private Masses
and what resulted was a
whole crypt chapel replete
with five altars, each one
decorated in a highly artistic
and tasteful style. The rich
carpentry and floorplan of the
Crypt was built by Mr. Joseph

Carroll, a former St.
Thomas Aquinas
Seminarian, who under
the creative direction
of Frs. Urrutigoity
and Iscara, transformed
what was formerly a
storage room into a
crypt chapel. Seminary
professors are very
grateful to be able to
celebrate their daily
Masses in this sacred
chapel; prior to its
existence, Masses

were being said in a classroom and in
somewhat improvised surroundings. In
addition, there are many more Masses said on

such occasions as Priestly
ordinations in June or the
annual Priest’s meeting in
February. It is truly a mark of
Catholic order to watch these
Masses being celebrated five
at a time, only to be
concluded and followed by
another round of five priests!

What is precisely edifying
about all this beauty and
precision is the fact that the
crypt teaches us Seminarians
a grave lesson as well. The

design of these
altars revolves
around the
central theme of
martyrdom. As
Archbishop
Lefebvre often
quoted, “The
seeds of the Church were planted with
the blood of the martyrs.” 

Another objective in the designing
of the crypt by Frs. Iscara and
Urrutigoity, two Seminary professors,
was to teach the Seminarians the
richness and diversity in the art of the
Church. These styles of English Gothic,
Romanesque, Renaissance, Byzantine,

and Baroque (the Baroque
altar, dedicated to the North
American Martyrs, is to be
completed at a later date)
are skillfully interwoven
into the central theme of
martyrdom. It is in the
inspiration of the example
of martyrdom and the art
of the Crypt, that the
Seminarians receive an
understanding of the

The Crypt Altars

Seminary sculptor Brother Marcel
designing the statue of St. Marcel. The
Seminary will take orders on these handcrafted
wall-mounted statues. Either statues of St.
Marcel or Sts. Stephen and Lawrence which
stand approximately 30” are available
unpainted, partially gilded, or in full color.
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On the right in the picture of the
altar of St. Marcel (see far right),
can been seen a gargoyle upholding
the credence table. This is modelled
on a Seminary worker, John
DellaPenna, known to U.S. Society
priests all over the world as JDP.
Here he is (near left), in real life,
and (right front view), as a gargoyle!
“Fame at last,” says JDP!

These wooden mounted
gargoyles are also available from the
seminary in either unpainted,
marbleized, or color versions.
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early Church: nobly simplistic yet beautiful, even a bit
austere. All of the art in the crypt gives a sense of the
timelessness of the Church. This sense is reminiscent of the
inspiration that Archbishop Lefebvre wanted the
Seminarians to have. He desired the Seminarians to strive
for the Roman character, while learning about all the
culture that that character inspired throughout the ages.
The glorious example that the crypt provides is a constant
example of the spirit of self-sacrifice and the reminder to
the Seminarians and priests that we may also, given the
grace from God, eventually face martyrdom.        ΩΩ

➥
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The altar of St. Stephen and St. Lawrence is the most
outstanding altar in the crypt because of its combination of
Romanesque form in the geometry of the altar, the
Byzantine iconography of the front, complete with its
Spanish influence in the brilliant use of colors and the use
of two partially gilded Gothic statues sculpted by Br.
Marcel. The statues are duplicates of those carved on the
West Portal of Chartres Cathedral, in France. A close look
at the statues reveals that they are deacons of the early

church; St. Stephen, the one to the left of the altar, represents the
holy city of Jerusalem, and St. Lawrence to the right represents
the Eternal City of Rome. 

The highly detailed icon that was drawn and painted by
Seminary Professor Fr. Iscara, is symbolic of the two cities of
Rome and Jerusalem. The union of the two cities comes to life
through the representation of the two martyrs, and then
collectively, both ancient traditions come together to form the
Church. The exquisitely colored and detailed mantles that both

the angels of Rome and Jerusalem are wearing, contain scenes
from each holy city, while Our Lord sits in His glory as on a
cloud as King of Martyrs. The words VIDEO CAELOS
APERTOSarranged around the vision of Christ, are the words of
St. Stephen taken
from Acts 7:55, in
which he says,
“. . . I see the
heavens opened
and the Son of
Man standing on the
right hand of God.”
It is this vision of
Our Lord sitting as
the Rex Martyrum,
and the example of
the two holy
martyrs, that we
wait for anxiously
as members of His
Church. 

Arianism, that wicked heresy of the fourth
century which denied the divinity of Christ, finds its
cure on the front of the altar dedicated to St.
Athanasius. The words express clearly the
unchanging belief of the Church—DEUS ET
HOMO UNUS EST CHRISTUS; God and man
form one Christ. They are words borrowed from the
Creed, which is associated with the Saint, being
called the Athanasian Creed. 

In the earliest days of the Church it was
common in the decoration of altars to use pieces of
art taken from sections of broken walls. In that same
spirit, this altar has imitation mosaics atop. The
creative work of Fr. Iscara and Fr. Urrutigoity, and

the skill of Br. Marcel, have painstakingly
transformed ordinary broken pieces of drywall into
quite remarkable mosaic duplicates. The mosaics,
which are reproductions of the mosaics in the church
of St. Vitale in Ravenna, Italy, are of a Roman
soldier symbolizing the empire, and the other of a
deacon symbolizing the Church. St. Athanasius
stands between them. Their presence at this
Byzantine altar, gives us a hint of the influence of
the Eastern Church, while the darkness of the
adjacent walls enriches the surroundings.

Sancti Stephanvs et Lavrentivs 

Sanctvs Athanasivs

rms of tradition.
ght top row: Archbishop
pe St Pius X, Bishop de
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allerais, Williamson, de
Fellay, and Rangel.

Right:  Seminary Professor Father Iscara busily at work enjoying his
favorite hobby of painting icons. The finished product is shown above.
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Sancta
Cæcilia

The elegance of this altar
which is reminiscent of the Italian
Renaissance comes from the
imitation look of marble and the
colder colors of white and blue.
Br. Marcel used his airbrush to
paint the altar and the bas-relief of
the saint.  Located above the altar,
is a duplicate of Donatello’s bas-
relief of St. Cecilia in the city of
Florence, Italy.  She was chosen to
grace the altar because she is the
patroness of music, and is an early
martyr of the Church.  St. Cecilia,
whose body is incorrupt, has the
dignity of being mentioned in the
Canon of the Mass.
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ather Greig Gonzales comes to us from
New Orleans, Louisiana (Cajun Country).
His large yet close-knit family has
supported him in his priestly vocation.

Since most of his education was mathematically
and scientifically oriented, he decided to pursue a
degree in the natural sciences at the University of
New Orleans. After giving serious consideration to
becoming a Catholic priest, Father Gonzales decided
to suspend his studies at the University of New
Orleans and transferred to the local diocesan
seminary to begin what turned out to be his long and
arduous journey to the Priesthood.

After spending ten years in the Novus Ordo
Seminary, he left it because of its lack of Catholicity
and refusal to ordain any truly Catholic seminarian,
and later was admitted to St. Thomas Aquinas
Seminary. The atmosphere in this Seminary
impressed him. Says Father Gonzales,

“The difference between the Novus Ordo Seminary
and St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary is the difference
between night and day.”

Amongst his many duties at the Seminary,
Father Gonzales was a constant Schola Cantorum
member and Seminary organist. Looking back at the
six years he spent at St.Thomas, Father comments,
“My Priestly formation and the whole Priestly
Society of St. Pius X is a blessing sent from
Heaven.”  Having persevered so far for sixteen
years, Fr. Gonzales cites devotion to the Blessed
Virgin Mary and St. Gregory the Great as essential to
the development of his vocation over the years. Ad
Multos Annos, Fr. Gonzales!         ΩΩ

eturning to the United States just recently
after three years of priestly formation,
Father Eric Ensey received The
Sacrament of Holy Orders at St. Thomas

Aquinas Seminary. Father brings with him a host of
memories from Ecône; memories of Catholic Europe
and what is left of Christendom. He believes this
knowledge is vital to understanding how great the
Church once was and how great it can be if God
wills that a restoration should some day takes place.

Father Ensey began his journey to the priesthood
at Ridgefield in 1987. A native of Upland,
California, Father converted to the Catholic faith
while in high school. After a close family member
came near to death, the reality of God’s existence
became more obvious to him. 

While attending college, Father Ensey began
assisting at Mass in the San Fernando Valley. It was
here in the arms of Traditional Catholicism that he

heard the call of God to the Priesthood. In 1987
Father entered Ridgefield and served his first year as
a sacristan. Having finished his first year, Father
decided to leave the Seminary, not knowing if he
would return. By trial and error in the world, Father
realized he belonged back at the Seminary and re-
entered in 1990. While at St. Thomas, Father was
director of the polyphonic Schola, worked on the
VERBUMstaff and lent his abilities to the Seminary
in many ways. He was then chosen to finish his last
three years of theological studies at Ecône. In Ecône
he had the privilege of meeting Seminarians from
around the world and got a closer view of the
international character of the Society of St. Pius X.
The experience that came with his exposure to
Catholic Europe, Father hopes to pass on to the souls
put under his care, wherever the Priesthood takes
him. ΩΩ

Bishop Fellay: I have the impression
that it is about the same. I try to put on
the brakes. It is possible that I do not
travel more than before.

VERBUM: What do you think your
greatest difficulty is now that you are
Superior General?

Bishop Fellay: To be everywhere, to
be as close as possible to all the
members of the Society.

VERBUM: As to periodicals and
things of that nature, which ones do
you read when you have the time?

Which, if any, are written in English?

Bishop Fellay: I don’t have much
time. As to periodicals in English, I
limit myself to “The Angelus” and
“The Catholic”—not much more
unless one of my assistants brings
something to my attention.

VERBUM: What of the traditional
Dominican publication, “le Sel de la
Terre?”

Bishop Fellay: I have it with me.

VERBUM: Do you have any time for a
vacation? If so, where do you go?

Bishop Fellay: From time to time you

are obliged to take some days off. I
don’t know if the word “vacation” is
the right one. One needs some days off
to think in peace. They’re not exactly
like a retreat, but days when you are
out of the daily problems so as to be
able to keep the overall picture in front
of you. This requires a certain distance
from daily occupations.

VERBUM: As a final question, to end
this interview on a light note—now
that so many people address
themselves to you from around the
world with so many problems, do you
wish that the fax machine had never
been invented?

Bishop Fellay: I prefer the fax to the
phone. There is certainly an
acceleration in communications and
whether it is good or not, I leave the
question open. What is certain is that
as we live in a world where news and
decisions travel so quickly, we are
obliged at our level to follow, not at
exactly the same pace, but we are in
this world. We have to make decisions,
taking the necessary time to make
them, but at a rather higher speed than
before. 

Thank you very much, Your
Excellency.   ΩΩ

fter a degree in Computer Programming,
and working in California for three years,
Father Joseph Dreher realized how
empty life can be without higher goals

than the simple pursuit of pleasure. An Ignatian
retreat and the example of Msgr. Donahue, his
pastor in California, pushed him into trying his
vocation at the Seminary.

He relates how formative the six years at the
Seminary have been. How little he really knew upon
arrival and how much he has learned during his
training. The rule and schedule taught him self-
discipline but the studies taught him not only the
basics necessary for the priesthood but comple-
mented his spiritual progress. He narrates how
enjoyable he found the studies of the arts and he responsibility of caring for souls Father

Vicente Griegolooks forward to, just as he
had tended the sheep on his grandfather’s
ranch in New Mexico. Father was born in

Albuquerque in July, 1965. He enjoyed time spent at
his grandfather’s ranch and has maintained an
interest in ranching and agriculture. He has put these
skills to good use on the Seminary farm. Father
notes the practical wisdom acquired from tending
animals and crops, which is missing in the modern
world which has cut itself off from nature.

The seed of his priestly vocation was planted
early in his soul. However, the on-going crisis in the
Church delayed its fruition. He witnessed the
persecution of his own parish pastor by the diocesan
officials for holding on to “backward” forms of piety
like the Rosary and Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament. 

Thanks to his employer Mr. Leroy Ortiz, Father
Griego learned of the apostolate of the Society of St.

Pius X in 1986. Mr. Ortiz encouraged Father to
make an Ignatian retreat, which he did at Ridgefield
in the summer of 1988. There his interest in the Holy
Priesthood of Our Lord Jesus Christ was rekindled.
A desire to help others save their souls led him to
give up the studies he had begun at the University of
New Mexico, as well as his work in the Army
Medical Corps, and to enter the Seminary. The
fellowship of his confreres he has enjoyed while at
the Seminary. Father Griego believes strongly in the
words of the Psalmist “Ecce quam bonum et quam
jucundum, habitare fratres in unum!”—“Behold
how good and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity!”  

Receiving the grace of the Holy Priesthood,
Father Griego looks forward to the task of gathering
the lost sheep back into the fold. As of present, his
first assignment will take him to the Society’s
flourishing apostolate in the Philippines.      ΩΩ
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culture, which although subservient to Theology and
Philosophy, nevertheless helped form a true nature—
absolutely necessary for a priest—with a formation
which liberal colleges in the States do not give. 

Love of the Liturgy and in particular Chant has
also been a development during his Seminary years.
He held the position of Prefect of Music at Winona
and was a long-standing member of the Schola. He
sees the task of reinvigorating Chant in the Society as
vital and also, the true understanding of the Liturgy
which tends at times to suffer at the hands of personal
piety. Father hopes to teach the brothers what he has
learned while at the Seminary, as he has been assigned
to the priory in El Paso, Texas.       ΩΩ


