
would be abundant. He argued
that the next twenty-five years
must see an end to the
madness in the Church and
the official approval once
more of the Society.

Fr. Göttler concluded by
emphasizing the need for
prayer in order that we
remain loyal. Prayer to the
Saints, to Our Lady and to
Christ the High Priest, the
idol of the Priesthood. Ω

Thursday, November 1 was a double
celebration this year at the Seminary.
Not only was it the annual feast of All

Saints but it also marked the twenty-fifth
anniversary of the founding of the Society of
St. Pius X as an official congregation of the
Catholic Church. At St. Thomas Aquinas
Seminary, as at the mother house in Econe, it
was a time of great joy and festivity as well as
a time for thanksgiving. But it is worth a
moment to reflect on what those 25 years have
meant in the history of the Church.

The Society was founded just after the
introduction of the Novus Ordo in 1969. The
New Rite spread rapidly throughout the
Church and the Vatican tried to stamp out the
Tridentine Rite. Without the Archbishop it is
doubtful whether the Mass that we hold so
dear would have survived at all except for a
few isolated priests. Certainly, St.Peter’s
Society and the Indult Mass were merely
Rome’s attempt to block the successful spread
of the Society. Likewise in the realm of
“doctrine” the conciliar church has
“pr ogressed” beyond what could have been
imagined in 1970. One could detail many
landmarks: communion in the hand; altar
girls; guitar masses etc; but clearly, the
ecumenical meeting at Assisi in 1986 marked
a complete break with Tradition in an
all too visible way.

Thus, when one considers the
last 25 years in the Conciliar
Church, the vital importance of
the Society in general and of
Archbishop Lefebvre in particular
takes on a new significance. The
danger is real that the Faith
could have been lost to many

more Catholics. The Archbishop always said
that he was simply handing down what had
been given to him—simple sounding words
but the achievement of the last 25 years is
that the faith is being passed down. The 1988
Episcopal consecrations and the continuing
priestly ordinations are merely the logical
result of this stance. The whole Society is
geared to the preservation of the Faith until
saner times return to the Church.

It is an interesting question to ponder
whether without the Archbishop there still
would be the Catholic Faith? Will the Son of
Man still find faith when He returns? (Luke,
18,8) The role of the Society has been doubly
important when one considers the nature of
our times. The warnings of Fatima are going
unheeded, indeed they are being side-lined by
the modernists: the Third Secret has not been
published; Russia has not been consecrated
to the Immaculate Heart and consequently
has spread her errors throughout the world;
atheistic materialism is world-wide. All

around us society is collapsing and
the Ten Commandments are
being broken without check.
But the Society is giving
witness to the Truth and thus
the celebration of twenty-five
years in which the Society

has grown, by God’s
grace, is important. Ω
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The Society of Saint Pius X
Celebrates 25 Years

November 1 at
the Seminary

Fr. Göttler, vice rector at the Seminary,
preached the sermon at the Solemn High Mass
on Nov. 1st to celebrate All Saint’s Day.

Naturally, he used the opportunity to mark the
twenty-fifth anniversary of the founding of the
Society. The sermon fell into two clear halves.

In the first half he posed the question, “Where
would we be now but for Archbishop Lefebvre and
the Society of St. Pius X?” He made it clear that, but
for Archbishop Lefebvre there would not only be no
Society but most probably no accessible Tridentine
Mass. “Would we even still have the faith?” Fr.
Göttler highlighted perhaps the key aspect of
Archbishop Lefebvre’s spirituality which accounts
for the blessings of God and thereby the success of
the Society; that is, his complete trust in God’s
providence. He never preceded it nor followed his
own will but rather waited for God to show him the
course of action. This can be applied especially to

1970 and 1988. 
Having paid

tribute to the
Archbishop and
the society, Fr.
Göttler warned
that the next
twenty-five years
would bring their
trials and crosses;
however, if we
remain loyal,
spiritual joys and
God’s blessings

P

Fr. Wolfgang Göttler, the
Seminary’s Vice-Rector
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25 Years a

• 1969 A new order of the Mass is implemented by the
Apostolic Constitution Missale Romanum. Archbishop
Lefebvre collects a group of twelve theologians to
examine it. Their study is commonly known as the
“Ottaviani Intervention”.

• 1973 American seminary
opens in Armada, Michigan.

• 1974 The Society opens a house
in Albano outside of Rome.

• Nov. 11, 1974 Two Apostolic visitors
arrive at the seminary in Ecône. Because
of the unorthodoxies they uttered pub-
licly, the Archbishop publishes the
famous Declaration of November 21.

• October, 1974 The Sisters of the Society
of St. Pius X are founded.

• May 6, 1975 Cardinal Villot
brings about the illicit “suppres-
sion” of the Society.

• May 22, 1980
Archbishop
Lefebvre visits St.
Vincent de Paul
church in Kansas
City. 

1981•
Cardinal Seper dies. Cardinal Joseph

Ratzinger replaces him as personal delegate
to the Pope to mediate between the Society

and His Holiness John Paul II.

• Eas
pries

• July 23, 1976 
Because of the refusal of His Grace to

celebrate the New Mass, and his work of
continuing to ordain priests, he is given a
suspensio a divinis.Ironically the suspen-

sion applies to the New Mass, which he
refuses to say in any case.

• February, 1977 The Miracle of
St. Nicolas du Chardonnet, in Paris,
whereby the Society obtains use of
a beautiful, historic, government-
owned church.

• 1978
The Society buys the former Jesuit College in St. Mary’s, Kansas.

1979 •
The United States Seminary

moves to Ridgefield,
Connecticut.

1981 •
The seminary in La Reja,

Argentina is occupied by the Society.

• Sept. 23, 1979 
In Paris, the Archbishop 
celebrates the 50th anniversary of
his ordination to the priesthood.

• 1978 German Seminary in Zaitzkofen is bought.

• Feb. 18, 1971 The Society is approved and
encouraged by the Prefect for the Sacred
Congregation for the Clergy, Cardinal Wright.

• June 10, 1971 
Because of the silence of the Vatican, His Grace says to the
seminarians: 
“. . . How can I accept to abandon the Mass of all ages or to admit
to place it on the same level as the Novus Ordo, created by
Annibal Bugnini, with the participation of Protestants to make of
it an equivocal supper that eliminates totally the Offertory, and
touches the very words of the Consecration?”

• April 11, 1968 Five Swiss laymen buy the
property of Ecône.

• 1968 General Chapter of the Holy Ghost Fathers.
Due to its revisions Archbishop Lefebvre protests to
Rome, and eventually resigns.

D

Putti 
the jour

September 1982 •
The first General Chapter of the Society

takes place in Ecône. Father Schmidberger is
elected Vicar General with right of immediate

succession as Superior General.

• Nov. 1, 1970 
Official foundation of the International

Society of St. Pius X. Bishop
Charrière of Lausanne, Geneva and
Fribourg officially approves the
Statutes of the Society.

• 1968 Seminarians who turned to the Archbishop for
a true priestly formation are directed to St. John
Bosco House in Fribourg, Switzerland.



1985 1990 1995
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at a Glance

• March 1, 1983 Father
Ludovic-Marie Barrielle dies.

As the first spiritual direc-
tor of Ecône, he had taught
seminarians the preaching
of the Spiritual Exercises
of St. Ignatius of Loyola. 

• 1983 The New Code 
of Canon Law is promulgated.

• December 8, 1984 The
Society is consecrated to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary.

• June 1984
Monsignor Ducard-
Bourget, who
resembled the Curé
of Ars, dies in Paris.
He was instrumental
in “The Miracle of St.
Nicholas du
Chardonnet”.

ster, 1982 Twenty-five
sts of the diocese of Campos,

Brazil, give
their famous
reasons why in
conscience, the
New Mass is
unacceptable.

• Oct. 3, 1984 Indult Mass per
mission is granted for cele-
bration of the Tridentine 
Mass.Dec. 21, 1984 • 

Don Francesco
dies. He founded

rnal SI SI NO NO.

• Nov. 11, 1987 
Cardinal Gagnon visits Ecône and
writes a testimony of admiration
concerning the work done there.

May 13, 1992 •
Fr. Schmidberger blesses the new U.S.

District Headquarters, the Regina Coeli
House in Kansas City, Missouri.

August, 1986 •
The Sisters of the Society of St. Pius X
found a novitiate at Armada, Michigan.

• 1986
Re-establishment of the

Eucharistic Crusade for children. 

• September, 1986
The Seminary at Flavigny is opened in France.

• May 21, 1993 Fr. Henri La Praz, a
young SSPX priest,

after multiple
operations, dies.
His story can be
read in the book,

“Todo–Nada”.

• June, 1988 Operation Survival. Archbishop
Lefebvre in order to protect the true Priesthood,
consecrates four priests to the Episcopate. 

• July, 1994 The second General
Chapter of the Society. Bishop
Bernard Fellay is elected General
Superior with former General
Superior Fr. Schmidberger as First
Assistant and Fr. Paul Aulagnier as
Second Assistant.

• August, 1992
The Society makes
a foundation in the
Phillipines 

July 28, 1991 • 
Three of the four new

bishops consecrate Fr. Licinio
Rangel to the Episcopate for the

traditional priests of Campos,
Brazil.  

• January, 
1987 

Mother Mary Gabriel, 
co-foundress and First
General Superior of the
Sisters of the SSPX dies.
She was the sister of
Archbishop Lefebvre.

• March 19, 1988
Holy Cross Seminary is
founded in Australia.

• April, 1993 The general house of the Society is
transferred to Menzingen, Switzerland.

Jan. 25, 1995 •
Fr. Urban Snyder dies. He
was a former Trappist
monk at the Abbey of
Gethsemani, and later a
professor at Ecône in its
early years.

• Nov. 1, 1995
The Society completes 
25 years. The laying of
the cornerstone for
Ecône’s new church,
the Immaculate Heart
of Mary.

• March 25, 1991 
The Archbishop goes
to his eternal reward.
One month later, to
the day, Bishop de
Castro Mayer dies.



Besides the inevitable, prolonged visit of cold
weather which every autumn seems to grant
such a northerly part of the country as

Winona, Minnesota, a more welcome visit was
made to the seminary in the person of Professor
David A. White, a teacher of literature at the United
States Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland.
This was not his first visit to Winona. Indeed he has

visited nearly every
semester in recent years to
impart to the seminarians
some of his knowledge of
and enthusiasm for English
literature. This semester saw
the good doctor speaking to
us about Shakespeare’s play
“A Winter’s Tale”. It is one
of the Bard’s last plays, not
as well known as famous
works such as “Macbeth”,
“Hamlet”, or “King Lear”.
Nevertheless, like many of his plays, great issues lie
beneath the elegant and musical lines of his verse.

This play is unusual in that it combines two
forms, the tragedy and the comedy, and by the end
we have entered into what might be termed a
mystery play with the statue of a queen everyone
took to be dead coming to life. The story begins in
Sicily where the King of Bohemia is concluding a
visit with his boyhood friend the King of Sicily. The
Sicilian king has tried unsucessfully to convince his
friend to stay longer and has then turned to his wife,
Queen Hermione, to try to accomplish this. She
manages it but at that moment  her royal husband
becomes a victim to a mad jealousy and accuses her
of adultery with his friend. This is royal tragedy.
The King of Bohemia flees for his life, the Queen is
imprisoned, and then when she is delivered of child,
the baby, a daughter, is given to a nobleman to be
taken away from the realm and to be abandoned to
the elements, for the king refuses to believe it is his
own. The son of this unfortunate king, seeing his
mother in such humiliation, grows sicker each day.
The tyrant, seeking to justify his suspicions, appeals
to the oracle of Apollo and proceeds to try the
Queen for her crimes. The messengers return and
the message of the oracle is read: the Queen is
innocent. The king refuses to believe it and at that
moment his son dies. The Queen, hearing this news,
dies as well. The king then repents and years of
penance begin for him. 

However, the daughter does not die, but is
found by a shepherd, and the plot goes to Bohemia
where the baby was left exposed. She grows up a
beautiful, innocent girl and falls in love with the son
of the King of Bohemia. The play ends with the
prince and young lady who does not know she is the
daughter of the King of Sicily fleeing from the
wrath of the prince’s father to Sicily and there it is
discovered who she is. Not only that, but a statue of
the dead Queen Hermione comes to life and all ends
happily.

Within this play, there are many themes as
Professor White pointed out to the seminarians. One

of these is the loss of innocence. As the Sicilian
king increases his injustice against his Queen, so
their son, a symbol of innocence in the play,
weakens daily. At last he dies, and this fact is not
reversed at the end of the play. He does not come
back to life as his mother does. Innocence is lost
and never recovered. Another is the theme of
womanhood. This is a play with three very different
heroines who each portray an ideal of woman.
There is the Queen who is patient under her trib-
ulations, suffering bravely with calm inner strength.
There is her daughter, Perdita, who at 16 years of
age is an image of purity and virtue. Lastly there is
the noblewoman Paulina, a very strong outspoken
woman whose tongue proclaims the truth even in
the face of the king. A third theme of this play is
love and this is personified in the love of Perdita
and the Prince of Bohemia. The wrath of his father
in discovering that the prince is contemplating
marriage to what seems a daughter of a shepherdess
does nothing to turn aside his love. He will be faith-
ful though he lose the crown in the process. It is a

love both noble and
innocent, and Shakespeare
contrasts this with the loss
of innocence in the first
part of the play.

One interesting thing
pointed out to the sem-
inarians by the professor
was the Catholic element
in this and other plays of
Shakespeare. This
greatest of English play-
wrights was raised a
Catholic, and though he
entered a period of doubt
after he left Stratford for
the metropolis of London,
his later plays include
many Catholic elements.
In this play one might

point to several such elements: a marriage case
appealed to the priests of Apollo at Delphos, the
innocent Queen involved...the time of Henry VIII
appealing to Rome against Catherine of Aragon was
not that far past. There is the shepherd bemoaning
the fact that he would have no priest to put earth in
his grave, a very pre-Reformation custom in
England. And there is the king himself who rejects
all exterior authority  and clings to his mad belief in
the Queen’s guilt. This is the spirit that Shakespeare
was seeing all around him in an England that had
rejected Rome for an English Church. From the
protestant revolt was to come our modern denial of
any external authority. The professor described this
spirit thus:  “I define the world, I define God, I
define my own church, I define everything....faith is
what I say it is...I’m my own priest, I’m my own
church, I’m my own world, I’m everything.” This
attitude is only the germinating of the seed planted
by the protestant reformers. Shakespeare portrays

this perversion of the human spirit in the King 
of Sicily.

And so, after two days at the seminary,
Professor White returned to his post at Annapolis,
leaving the seminarians hoping for his return. A
Winter’s tale was told at Winona where Winter has
a bad habit of overstaying her welcome, but once it
was told, the seminarians look forward to the return
of Professor White to speak again of the classics he
loves so well. Ω

A Winter’s Tale
Professor David Allen White Enthralls All Again

This document was placed in the corner-stone of
the future Church of the Immaculate Heart of Mary,

at Ecône Switzerland. Following is a translation.

For an Everlasting Memory
In the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and

ninety-five, on the first day of November, on the
solemnity of the feast of All Saints, being the
eighteenth year of the Pontificate of John Paul II,
with His Excellency Norbert Brunner being the
Bishop of Sion, and by decision of His Excellency
Bernard Fellay, Bishop and Superior General of the
Sacerdotal Society of St. Pius X, Fr. Michel
Simoulin being Rector of the Seminary of St. Pius
X, this first stone of the Church of the same
seminary was solemnly blessed by his Excellency
Bernard Fellay in the presence of many priests and
clerics of the Society, with a great gathering of
faithful.

This church was desired by His Excellency
Marcel Lefebvre, Archbishop-bishop of Tulle,
Founder and first Superior General of the aforemen-
tioned Society, and hoped for from the year 1974.
But only after long expectation was the final permis-
sion for its construction given by the civil author-
ities of Valais in the beginning of this year 1995.

This temple of the Lord, which is to be built by
Mr. Felix Porcellana, will be dedicated to the
Blessed Virgin Mary under the title of her
Immaculate Heart, according to the will of the
Founder of the Society, of pious memory. This
sacred edifice will serve for the celebration of the
Catholic liturgy and especially for the sacred
functions of the Seminary of St. Pius X and the
solemn celebration of the most holy Sacrifice of the
Mass, fount of all graces acquired by Our Lord
Jesus Christ on the altar of the Cross.

A WARRIOR LEAVES US
Pictured amongst Winona professors, third from the right, in the fall of 1993 is Monsignor

Charles P. Donahue from Arcadia, California, who died there on Dec. 23, 1995.
From the earliest days of the Society of St. Pius X, Monsignor Donahue was a devoted friend

of Archbishop Lefebvre and of his work in the United States. He so refused any compromise in
the defense of the Faith that for a few years in the 1980’s he wondered if the Society would keep
the Faith, but in the 1990’s he again became a real friend and supporter of the Society and its
Seminary in Winona. Please pray with us for the repose of his soul.

P

➥


