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This last February St. Thomas
Aquinas Seminary was graced
with the presence of another of

the Society’s Bishops - His Excellency
Bernard Tissier de Mallerais.

His Excellency was one of the very
first seminarians to gather around
Archbishop Lefebvre, in the years when
the Society of St. Pius X was only a
handful of men struggling against the
liberal tide inundating the Church.
Sacred Scripture tells us: “…ask thy
father, and he will declare to thee: thy
elders and they will tell thee” (Deut.
XXXII, 7). Monsignor Tissier de
Mallerais, whose vocation came to
fruition under the Archbishop, is one of
these elders, a witness to the grace of
the founding of the Society.

Since his ordination on June 29,
1975, His Excellency has filled many
positions in the Society. Immediately
upon his ordination he was appointed
professor at Ecône, and became rector
in 1979. In 1983 he was appointed
chaplain for the Sisters of the Society
at St. Michel en Brenne. The following
year he was made the General
Secretary of the Society, who keeps the
archives – the official papers and
drafts of the General Chapters of the
Society. He was chosen by Archbishop
Lefebvre to be one of the four priests to
be consecrated Bishop in 1988.
Currently His Excellency is President
of the St. Charles Borromeo Canonical
Commission, which handles many of
the more difficult matrimonial and
canonical cases of the Society.

Besides giving conferences for the
annual priests’meeting here at
Winona, His Excellency gave to the
VERBUM a glimpse of those early
years of the Society, which we share
with our
readers.

VERBUM: Your Excellency, this coming June you will
ordain here in Winona several of our seminarians to the
priesthood of Our Lord Jesus Christ. How did it happen
that you wanted to be a priest yourself?

His Excellency: I had always wanted to be a priest. To me
there was nothing else.

VERBUM: But why did you not enter the local seminary,
since in those years (the late 1960’s) very few knew of
Archbishop Lefebvre?

H.E.: My father was a good friend
of Fr. Coache, a very strong priest
who kept many traditional
practices even against the wishes
of his bishop, for instance the
public processions of the Blessed
Sacrament. Fr. Coache knew of the
Archbishop from Fr. Luc Lefevre
of La France Catholique, who
while he was at the French Sem-
inary in Rome knew the Arch-
bishop. When I asked Fr. Coache
how I should follow my vocation,
he told me to get in contact with the
Archbishop in Rome.

VERBUM: What was the Archbishop
doing in Rome at that time?

H.E.: At that time the Archbishop
had gathered around him many
traditionally minded seminarians
of the French Seminary in Rome,
whom he encouraged and gave
advice to as to how to continue in
the confusion following the
Council.

VERBUM: What happened to these
seminarians?

H.E.: By 1966 the seminary was so controlled by liberals that
these seminarians could no longer continue, and so had to
find another home. The Archbishop sent them to Fribourg
University, which still had a good formation. As he was
Superior General of the Holy Ghost Fathers, he allowed
these seminarians to stay in their house in Fribourg while
they continued the studies at the university.

VERBUM: The Archbishop resigned as Superior General of
the Holy Ghost Fathers in 1968 rather than cooperate in the
destruction of his congregation. How did these seminarians
manage?
H.E.: Through this school year the Archbishop looked for
houses that could accept seminarians and give them a
formation while they went to the University, but he was
forced to admit the absence of any house that still kept a
regular community life. After an interview with Msgr.
Charriere, the Archbishop was given permission to open
an international institution under the patronage of St.
Pius X – a house of community life for students
studying at the University.

VERBUM: Did the Archbishop know Msgr. Charriere?
H.E.: Yes. Bishop Charriere was a friend of the

Archbishop since his days as Apostolic Delegate of
Africa. Bishop Charriere had subsidized the building
of a church in Senegal, in Fatick. On the ceremony

of the dedication, the Archbishop invited Msgr. Charriere
to Senegal, and the warm reception and gratitude of the
Archbishop impressed him greatly.

VERBUM: How did this young seminary begin?
H.E.: In July 1969 the Archbishop rented 12 rooms for the

1969-1970 school year from the Don Bosco Fathers. The
Archbishop himself was the director of the seminary.
And it was in this school year that I entered the seminary,

on the thirteenth of October, 1969,
the feast of Our Lady of Fatima.

VERBUM: How difficult were
these early years?
H.E.: Most of the difficulties were
material or with the University.
There were many consolations as
well. By the end of the school year,
however, there were only four
seminarians left. The Archbishop
promised not to abandon us, but
with only four seminarians, he
thought of sending us to the
Salesianum, finding Bishops to
incardinate and ordain us, and
closing the seminary …

VERBUM: And yet the Archbishop
continued?
H.E.: Yes, mostly under the
encouragement of Fr. Aulagnier.
When eleven applications to the
seminary came, the Archbishop
took this to be a sign from God to
continue the seminary.

VERBUM: When did the
Archbishop have the idea of
founding a priestly society?

H.E.: Ever since the beginning of the seminary the idea
was always present in his mind. When more applications
came, the idea became more practicable and more
necessary.

VERBUM: Thus the seminary predates the founding of the
Society of St. Pius X?

H.E.: Yes. It was in my second year when the Archbishop
announced the approval of Msgr. Charriere. I remember
the day well. It was November 7, 1970, a Saturday. At the
meal the Archbishop took from his pocket an envelope
with a seal which he showed us. He then told us of the
official establishment of the Priestly Society of St. Pius X
in the diocese of Fribourg by Msgr. Charriere. The deed
was dated November 1, 1970. None of us could believe
it – we passed the letter from hand to hand, reading and
reading again the letter. All was in order, and beyond all
our expectations. It was a day of great joy.

VERBUM: How has the Society changed since its
foundation?

H.E.: By the grace of God we have remained faithful to the
grace of our foundation. Material conditions are always a
concern, but in large part they are easier than at the
beginning. St. Joseph has been very faithful to us. In the
beginning not all the seminary professors were members
of the Society, but now they are all members of the
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Priest Up Over
from Down

Under
In March, the Seminary was

graced with a visit from an
alumnus from Down Under, Fr.

Alan Mullan, who was ordained in
Australia in July of 1996.  Since
then he has been busy in
Melbourne, helping Fr. Todd
Angele with the operation of a high
school also named in honor of St.
Thomas Aquinas. Expressing
gratitude for the knowledge and
love of St. Thomas that he received
here at the Seminary, Fr. Mullan
nevertheless wished he might have
had a little more preparation for all
the visits to the sick and dying his
priesthood has entailed. “The
priesthood is a practical affair!” he
says. Before his short vacation
came to an end, he encouraged the
seminarians to develop a deep but
simple spirituality, like the martyrs
of the early Church, who with only
a little book-knowledge of Christ
had the strength to stay faithful
during severe persecutions.

contrasted the simplicity and innocence
of the women with the egotistical,
discourteous behavior of the men. The
young men try to “show off” for the
women with their
mastery of lan-
guage and their
sharp wit. But 
the women imme-
diately see the
shallowness of
their characters 
and their selfish
natures, and hold
at bay the young
men’s affections.

In an attempt 
to win their ladies’
love, the four
friends write letters,
visit them disguised
as Russians, and
arrange a pageant 
of “The Nine
Worthies.” This
pageant provides
some hilarious
moments featuring
the antics of Don
Armado, an over-
blown Spanish
knight, and
Holofernes, a pom-
pous schoolmaster given to pedantry.
Dr. White explained to the seminarians
that these two characters, exaggerated
and ridiculous, are visions of what the
four young men could become if their
love continues to lack charity. These
two characters whose love of their
own linguistic and intellectual abilities
centers on self, both appear quite
foolish. Shakespeare uses them to show
that charity must infuse our actions to
make them worthy.

The seminarians could feel the
atmosphere of the play shift as the
scene turns  dramatic at the end with a
messenger bringing news that the

With this past Summer’s
“literature camp” still fresh
in seminarians’minds, Dr.

David Allen White, the main lecturer
for the camp, returned to the Seminary
in March to discuss one of William
Shakespeare’s early comedies, Love’s
Labour’s Lost. Dr. White, a professor
of literature at the U.S. Naval
Academy, is familiar to VERBUM
readers as a regular guest lecturer on
world literature here at the Seminary.
And after seminarians had watched a
BBC production of the play, Dr. White
opened the lecture by posing the
question: “Why would seminarians
read a Shakespeare comedy during the
solemn season of Lent?” In answering
this question, he proceeded to explain
that this comedy was most appropriate
for the season, in that, instead of
giving a comic conclusion, the “Bard”
ends the play on a Lenten note,
stressing the importance of penance
and the need for charity. 

Love’s Labour’s Lostopens with
the King of Navarre and his three
young friends, Biron, Longaville and

Love’s Labors not
Lost on Seminarians

Dumain, making an oath to
study together for three years,
during which time they will

fast, sleep little, and avoid
women. But as Dr. White

pointed out to the
seminarians, these
young men are doing
this for a wrong
purpose. They are
not seeking
knowledge or virtue,

but simply the fame and glory that will
accompany their exit from society. The
King has completely forgotten his duties
of state, and Shakespeare uses this to
show that idealism must be rooted in
reality. Here is the lesson through the
words of Biron:

“...For every man with his
affects (affections) is born; 
Not by might master’d, but by
special grace...” (I, i). 

But the idealistic King and his friends
have to learn this lesson the hard way.

The King’s grand plans are soon
put to the test when he is reminded that
the Princess of France is due for a visit.
Despite Biron’s protests, the young
men resolve to keep to their oath and
keep the Princess away from the King’s
palace. But when they pay a visit to the
Princess and her three lovely
attendants, the four men soon realize
the folly of their oath, as each of the
four falls in love with the lady of his
choice. As each one tries to hide,
unsuccessfully, his predicament from
the others, each one attempts to woo
his love, also unsuccessfully. Dr. White

Princess’father has died. The Princess
prepares to leave at once for France, so
the King and his three friends make a
desperate appeal for the ladies’love,

realizing that all their
“love’s labors” could
be lost. But the
women explain that
the young men will
need first to go
through a period of
penance in order to
atone for their lack of
charity and correct
their many faults
before they can be
worthy of the
women’s love. The
play ends with each
of the four resolving
to undergo this
penance, or as Dr.
White called it,
Lenten season, in
order to win his
lady’s love.

Love’s Labour’s
Lost  is then a play
appropriate for the
season of mortifi-
cation. In fact, Don
Armado’s last words
of the play are

addressed to us all: “The words of
Mercury are harsh after the songs of
Apollo. You that way; we this way” 
(V, ii). In other words, even as the
actors return backstage, we in the
audience must go back to the real
world where we have to atone for
our sins, correct our faults, and
inflame our hearts with true Catholic
charity. So through the play and Dr.
White’s excellent analysis, semi-
narians had a reminder not to let
their “Lenten labors” be lost, in order
that they might enjoy the fruits of a
glorious Easter.

The original title page for Love’s
Labour’s Lost, on which William

Shakespeare’s name first appeared

Society – this makes the training of
priests much easier, as all have a
share in the same spirit. The
difficulties with Rome, however,
remain humanly insoluble.

VERBUM: How has the Archbishop’s
death affected the Society?

H.E.: The death of the Archbishop was
a great loss. True, we do not have our
Founder, but we still possess the
grace of our foundation. He has given
us the priesthood and the Mass, the
source of all sanctity. We still have
his spiritual conferences, his writings,
and the Constitutions which reflect
his spirit.

VERBUM: Currently you are working
on a life of the Archbishop. How is
this work progressing?

H.E.: Right now I am gathering many
documents and testimonies about the
Archbishop, especially during his
time in French-speaking Africa as a
missionary. There is still a great deal
of work to do.

VERBUM: What impressed you most
about the Archbishop? What was he like?

H.E.: The Archbishop was always a

very simple man. He made easy
contact with everyone, both noble
people and poor. He was constantly
seeking to serve all.

VERBUM: Thank you, your
Excellency, for your time. We look
forward to the publication of the
Archbishop’s life.

H.E.: God bless you.

An up and coming Seminary artist’s rendition of 
Dr. David Allen White
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VERBUM readers may ask
themselves, “ Why would any
priest leave the comfort of his

priory in the dead of winter and cross
the continent and travel to frigid, snow-
bound Minnesota?” The answer, of
course, is the annual priests’meeting,
which returned by popular demand to
Winona this year, February 3 -7, after the
gathering in Phoenix, Arizona, in 1996. 

The priests’meeting provides the
only opportunity for Society clergy to
do all of the following: enjoy a respite
from the rigors of the apostolate, renew
old friendships, and recharge the
mental and physical batteries, while
sizing up the prospects for future
reinforcements out in the trenches.

Also, for the athletically inclined, there
is the hockey game pitting priests
against seminarians. Providing some
intellectual stimulation were many
thought-provoking conferences given
by learned colleagues and bishops of
the Society, which seminarians profited
from as well.

His Excellency
Bernard Tissier de
Mallerais, brought those
attending up-to-date on
the principles of
supplied jurisdiction
which are essential to
the apostolate of the
Society of St. Pius X in
these troubled times.
Supplied jurisdiction is
derived from the
provisions in Canon
Law which state that, in
certain circumstances of
emergency or doubt, the
Church will supply
jurisdiction to clergy
acting for the good of
souls, who do so
without the usual
sacramental faculties
conferred by the local
diocesan Ordinary.
Bishop Tissier de
Mallerais explained how
these legal principles
apply to the handling of
difficult marriage cases.
Due to the questionable
rulings of liberal

diocesan marriage tribunals, the
Society has had to established its own
tribunal, the St. Charles Borromeo
Commission, to review some of these
cases when requested by our faithful.

The troubling theology of John
Paul II was the subject of a conference
given by Seminary Rector, Bishop
Williamson. His Excellency
summarized the penetrating analysis of
the German priest, Fr. Johannes
Dörmann, in Volume Three of the
Theological Journey of John Paul II to
Assisi. Based on the Pope’s encyclical
“Dives In Misericordia,” Fr. Dörmann
proves that the belief in the universal
salvation of all men, which was
evident in the earlier writings of then
Karol Wojtyla continues in his teaching
as Pope John Paul II. If the Pope is
correct, then Our Lord became man
and died on the Cross simply to remind
us of how dignified and wonderful the
human race is.

An alarm was sounded concerning
the invasion of television and computer
media into the school classroom of
today’s young people by Fr. Juan
Carlos Iscara. Professor of Moral
Theology and Church History at the
Seminary, he explained how these
media are diminishing the ability of
children to think. The social engineers
of the New World Order want to
replace the classroom teacher and
textbook with computer screens and
keyboards. Fr. Iscara demonstrated that
what is called “hyper-text” in computer
jargon is, in reality, useless de-contex-
tualized data. “The word” has always
been the primary teaching tool. Only
language, spoken or written, has the
complexity of signs needed for abstract
thought. If young people are unable to
think properly, then they will be unable
to grasp the fundamental concepts of
the Catholic Faith.

Fr. Christopher Brandler gave
three lectures on some of the writings
of the Church Fathers, namely; The
Didaché,St. Clement of Rome’s
Second Epistle to the Corinthians,and
The Seven Epistlesof St. Ignatius of
Antioch. These he showed to be a basis
for the Catholic doctrines of The

Trinity, The Real Presence, and the
primacy of the Pope. He also high-
lighted the uses of language in these
texts, and the importance of under-
standing the languages in order to
properly interpret the texts. Finally, it
was interesting to see, through Fr.
Brandler, how similar are the problems
and errors of today to those faced by
the early Church. In their ancient
wisdom there are many solutions for
today’s Church.

The lectures given by Seminary
professor, Fr. Carlos Urrutigoity, were
a continuation of those that he began
at the meeting in Phoenix last year. In
these, the priests attending were able
to look at the different types of men
from the various ages
of the world. 
Fr. Urrutigoity
classified these accord-
ing to the importance
of their roles within
the plan of Divine
Providence.This
being established,he
then explained the
duty of the Christian
man, “Homo Transfig-
urationis”,in general,
and the means by
which priests of our
day and age must be
fitted to this duty, in
order the better to
fulfill it.

District Priests Demand Winona

In the end, all priests taking part
seemed to be well satisfied with the
course of the week and the only poor
memory that these priests may have
taken back to their priories with them
would be the loss to the seminarians in
the annual hockey game by a score of
15 to 0. VERBUM, along with the
Superiors of the Society, certainly
hopes that the meeting has lived up to
all of the priests’expectations and that
they will be able to put the knowledge
found in these conferences to good use
in the priories and missions of the
Society. 

A VERBUM photographer caught the priests secretly planning their failing
hockey strategy; the priests lost 15-0.

Father Brandler points out the
importance of the early Fathers 

of the Church

Father Post explaining some intricate point of humor to
seminarians during recreation

The annual priests’meeting group photo, 1997



Mass of the Chrism
Oils have long been used to

solemnize and sanctify certain
functions. During the times of

the Old Testament, special oils were
laid aside to be used for the anointing
of priests, kings, and prophets. The
Church also consecrates three oils
which she uses in the administration of
four of the seven Sacraments, and in
several sacramental blessings. Few
Catholics, however, have the
opportunity to see the ceremony of the
consecration of these oils since the rite
only takes place once a year and is
reserved for a bishop.

The Mass traditionally takes place
in a bishop’s cathedral on the morning
of Maundy Thursday. The oils are then
sent throughout the diocese (in our
case, throughout North America) to be
used during the coming year. VERBUM
presents this photo essay of the Chrism
Mass to its readers, for their
edification.

The Pontifical Mass proceeds with
its regular solemnity until after the
Consecration. Then the bishop, having
purified his hands, processes to the
middle of the choir, where the
consecration of the Oil of the Sick will
take place. The symbolism is striking!
The Blessed Sacrament is still exposed,
showing the solemnity under which this
function is performed. Further, the
blessing of the oil occurs immediately
before the Pater Nosterof the Mass,
symbolizing our “sickness” before we have recourse to prayer. The bishop recites
the exorcism over the Oil, beseeching God that it may, “...become a spiritual
unguent for strengthening the temple of the living God.” The Subdeacon of the Oils
returns the urn containing the Oil to the sacristy and Mass continues.

After the bishop has completed his
communion and received the ablutions,
he returns to the center of the choir.
The Holy Chrism, used in the
administration of Baptism,
Confirmation, and Holy Orders, will
now be confected and consecrated. The
Archpriest calls for the Oils and they
are brought from the sacristy with the
utmost solemnity (the rubric prescribes
an escort of twelve priests, seven
deacons, and seven subdeacons). 

Upon completion of the Mass, the deacon fills the
bottles with the newly consecrated oils.

With the Blessed Sacrament exposed on the altar, 
the Bishop having processed to the table, begins the

exorcism of the Oil of the Sick.

The bishop then blesses the balsam
which signifies the “good odor of
Christ” (II Cor. 2,15) and the joy of
Faith. He exorcises the Oil of Chrism
by breathing on it three times in the
form of a cross. In solemn fashion, the
attending priests do likewise.

The bishop then
adds a few drops of the
Oil of Chrism to the
balsam and prays that,
“...unto all who shall
be reborn of water and
the Holy Ghost, it may
be a Chrism of
salvation and give
them participation in
eternal life.” He then
mixes this with the
remaining oil and thus
makes the Chrism.

When the consecration is
completed, the bishop and
priests venerate the Holy
Chrism with a triple salutation
of “Hail, holy Chrism,” and then
kiss the urn which contains it.

Following this is the
blessing of the Oil of Catechu-
mens, which is used for various
rites, but most notably that of
the final preparation of
candidates for Baptism. “[M]ay
this prepared ointment help
them (the Baptismal candidates)
forward to that salvation which
they are to receive by the birth
of heavenly regeneration...”
says the prayer of blessing. The
blessing complete, the Oil of
Catechumens is given the thrice-
repeated salutation of “Hail,
holy Oil” and the urn containing
it is then kissed. The Holy
Chrism and Oil of Catechumens

are borne back to the sacristy, and, as the bishop prepares to continue the
Mass, the schola chants the O Redemptor, sume carmen:

“...So shall this day to us become
A day of never ending joy,
A sacred day, well worth our praise,
A day whose brightness ne’er shall fade...”


