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T
his past June marked the tenth
anniversary of an historic event in
the life of the Society of St. Pius X

and of the entire Church – the consecration
of four bishops for the continuance of the
Catholic priesthood by our founder,
Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre.

This issue of VERBUM is dedicated to
commemorating this courageous act of the
Archbishop. “Operation Survival of
Tradition,” as the Archbishop himself
expressed it, has preserved the Catholic
priesthood for ten years in the face of
enormous pressure. St. Thomas Aquinas
Seminary is at the heart of this fight in the
formation of priests; its Rector, Bishop
Williamson, was one of the four
consecrated on June 30, 1988. There
follows an interview conducted by
VERBUM in which His Excellency shares
some reflections on the Consecrations.

Fr. James Doran, one of the Seminary
professors, was himself ordained to the
priesthood on the day preceding the
ordinations and celebrated his ten years of
priesthood this past June. VERBUM gives
his priestly account of those same ten years
in the fight for the Catholic Faith.

Above all, “Operation Survival”
continues to produce good fruit. This year
two new priests join the fight for Tradition.
VERBUM gives a brief biography of our
new priests, and photos of their priestly
ordination on June 20. 

VERBUM: Your Excellency, based on
a passage in the book Open Letter to
Confused Catholics(p.162) and statements
made by Michael Davies, it appears that
Archbishop Lefebvre had not considered
consecrating bishops prior to 1987. What
caused him to change his mind? Did the
Ecumenical Meeting of World Religions at
Assisi, organized by the Pope, influence his

decision?
H.E.: The Archbishop always said that

two events pushed his mind to the decision
to consecrate bishops. One was Rome’s
inadequate answer to the Archbishop’s
classical objections to the new Vatican II
doctrine on religious liberty; the other was
the inter-religious meeting held by Pope
John Paul II in Assisi in October of 1986,
whereby the Vicar of Christ placed Christ’s
one true Church on an equal footing
amongst a dozen pagan and heretical
“religions.” Firstly, Rome was changing
Catholic doctrine. Secondly, it was smash-
ing to pieces the First Commandment! The
Archbishop had to act as he could. 

VERBUM: How would you respond to
the objection that the Society did not need
bishops of its own since the Fraternity of St.
Peter has been able to have its seminarians
ordained by bishops within the conciliar
Church hierarchy? 

H.E.: All conciliar or Vatican II
bishops are crippled. They cannot, even if
they want to, criticize Vatican II. They can
only ordain castrated priests. Archbishop
Lefebvre did not believe in priests being
castrated.

VERBUM: Is there any precedent in
the history of the Church for the
consecration of bishops being made
contrary to the will of the pope?

H.E.: There are many such precedents
which can be found in any decent Catholic
history book. Normally a bishop will wait
on Rome to use his power of consecrating
bishops, but when Rome smashes to pieces
the First Commandment, your situation is
not normal.

VERBUM: What was the spirit in
Rome at the time before the consecrations?

H.E.: Rome was at panic stations to
get Archbishop Lefebvre not to consecrate.
That is the proof he was right to do so. “Ab

inimico disce” (Learn
from your enemy). 

VERBUM: What
exactly was the Protocol
of May 5?

H.E.: The Protocol
of May 5 was a draft
agreement between
Rome and the Society of
St. Pius X, whereby
Rome would supposedly
grant to the Society at
least one bishop of its
own, and representation
within Rome to protect
Tradition. This Protocol
had been the object of
intense negotiations. On
May 5 the Archbishop
signed it on behalf of the
Society, but with serious
misgivings. The night
brought counsel. On
May 6 he withdrew his
signature, so to speak.
His misgivings vanished.
From then on his mind
was clear and calm.

VERBUM: Did the
supporters of the SSPX
want the consecrations
to take place?

H.E.: Generally
speaking, the SSPX laity and Sisters
wanted bishops, the SSPX priests were
more reserved. It is absolutely untrue that
the Archbishop was pushed into
consecrating by the young priests around
him. Generally, their foot was more on the
brake than the accelerator.

VERBUM: Once the Archbishop
decided to consecrate, what was the process
for selection of a candidate or candidates?
At what point did your name enter the
process? When were you informed of your
selection?

H.E.: The Archbishop consulted
privately as to which candidates to select.
Rumours running around my own name
drove me a while beforehand to give him
reason to think again if his thoughts tended
that way, but he kept his own counsel.

VERBUM: What was your first
reaction when told of your selection?

H.E.: You do not ask an Englishman
for his reactions. He has none.

VERBUM: If someone had told you in
1972 when you entered the seminary at
Ecône that sixteen years later you would be
consecrated a bishop, what would have
been your reply?

H.E.: I think there would have been
no reply at all, no more than if it had been
said that in 1972 the law of gravity would
be suspended in 1973.

VERBUM: How did you prepare

spiritually for the consecration? 
H.E.: The four candidates were

gathered together by the Archbishop a few
days before the consecrations, and were
given by him a simple two-day
recollection, essentially practical in nature.
Simplicity and calm, in the eye of the
storm.

VERBUM: Was Rome aware of the
names of the four Consecrandiprior to the
consecrations? Were you contacted in any
way by Church authorities?

H.E.: Rome certainly knew the names
of the four candidates to be consecrated
because they spelt all our names right when
they announced immediately after the event
that we were “excommunicated.” However,
they had the grace not to contact any of the
four of us beforehand, so far as I know.

VERBUM: Did the threat of
excommunication have any effect on you?
What were your feelings concerning this
threat?

H.E.: I think the threat of
“excommunication” had no effect upon any
of the four candidates, because they had
learnt over the years they had spent with
the Archbishop to trust him far more than
they would ever trust neo-modernist Rome
in matters of vital concern to the Catholic
Faith. As for feelings, an Englishman
parades his dogs up and down in public,
but his feelings he keeps in the kennel!
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On the eve of the Consecrations, the Archbishop poses with the four candidates at the
Seminary in Ecône.

The new bishops receive the burden of the Gospel, 
represented by the Missals placed on their necks and backs.

continued on page 2



VERBUM: Prior to 1988, were you
familiar, in more than a passing way, with
the other three future bishops?

H.E.: The priests of the Society of St.
Pius X are a band of brothers, many of
whom know many others well, especially if
they go back to the beginnings of the
Society.

VERBUM: What was the atmosphere
like leading up to, as well as on the day of,
the consecrations?

H.E.: The atmosphere was interesting.
At the heart of it all was the simplicity and
calm of the Archbishop, but all around was
a storm of agitation – 300 journalists
penned up like wild beasts in a cage for the
ceremony itself. “Stat crux dum volvitur
orbis” – The Cross stands still while the
world spins around.

VERBUM: On such a magnificent day,
what was the most memorable moment?

H.E.: That certainly depends on the
onlooker. Most memorable for me was, I
think, the Archbishop’s sermon – here is the
truth, here are the reasons.

VERBUM: Why do you feel that
objectivity is one of the greatest traits of
the Archbishop?

H.E.: What was outstanding about the
Archbishop was that he kept his Catholic
head when all around him were losing
theirs. When all around him “obeyed” the
Church leaders who were at last, after four
centuries, giving way to Protestantism in
the form of neo-modernism, he kept his
grip on objective reality, supernatural and
natural. Objectivity is a cool name for such
warm Catholic faith.

VERBUM: Why are the
“excommunications” unjust? What does
Canon Law say?

H.E.: These “excommunications” were
invalid from the start because they were
based only on Canon Law which did not

and does not support them. Canon Law
says that any Catholic disobeying in an
emergency a penal Church law does not
incur the penalty, which is common sense.
Rome denies there was an emergency in
1988. In 1986 it had merely smashed the
First Commandment to pieces! As
Americans say, “Go figure.”

VERBUM: How much respite were
you allowed before the Confirmation and
Ordination circuit began?

H.E.: The first Ordination I did was in
Australia, December of 1988. The first
Confirmations may have been around the
same time, I cannot remember.

VERBUM: Did Archbishop Lefebvre
consecrate enough bishops in 1988 for the
good of Tradition?

H.E.: Four have sufficed for ten years,
even if one of them is beginning to creak in
the joints!

VERBUM: As unity is a Mark of the
Church, how do the bishops of Tradition
maintain their attachment to the Apostolic
See while being officially condemned by
it?

H.E.: Good question. You have to
define “Apostolic See.” If you mean the
Seat of Rome as sat upon by some 260
Popes since St. Peter, then by the words
and acts of the four Society bishops over 10
years since 1988, they are more united to it
than are today’s delinquent Romans. If
however you mean the Seat of Rome as hi-
jackedby the same delinquents, then of
course the four are not attached to the
“Apostolic See.”

VERBUM: Has Rome made any
attempt to “reconcile” you to the official
Church?

H.E.: There has been no “pastoral out-
reach” to the “erring” four bishops that I
know of. Rome reportedly regrets how
convinced these are that they are right.

Rome raises the level of the Tiber with its
crocodile tears.

VERBUM: After ten years’
experience, what are the benefits of being a
bishop? What are the drawbacks?

H.E.: The main benefit of being a
bishop is the much increased opportunity to
serve Our Lord. The main drawback is
undoubtedly the correspondingly increased
responsibility before the judgment-seat of
God. Kyrie eleison.

VERBUM: What is the particular role
of a bishop of the SSPX?

H.E.: This role was outlined by
Archbishop Lefebvre to the four candidates
on 12 and 13 June: to teach the unchanging
Faith and to give the sacraments, beneath
the authority of the Superior General of the
Society of St. Pius X, to whatever souls
God brings towards the Society’s
ministrations. Most important is to ensure
the continuance of certainly valid
Confirmations and Ordinations.

VERBUM: After one decade, what
fruits have been realized by the Episcopal
Consecrations of 1988?

H.E.: The survival of Catholic
Tradition. The success so far, for ten years,
by the Society’s means, of what Archbishop
Lefebvre called, in his sermon of the
Consecrations, “Operation Survival.” By
extension, the Catholic sustenance of
all our conservative enemies who say,
“Thank God for the Archbishop, what
a pity he was wrong!” Again, “Go
figure.”

VERBUM: Has there been any
change in the SSPX since the
consecrations?

H.E.: The principal change over
the last ten years was probably the
death of the Archbishop in March of
1991. He is much missed. However, he
meant to build a structure which would
survive him, a structure in which the
bishops were to play a vital part. If
Rome hoped for the Society to collapse
without the Archbishop, Rome is at
least until now disappointed.

VERBUM: Having completed ten
years of episcopacy, do you have a
prediction for the next ten years
concerning the Church as a whole?
The Society?

T
he actions of Archbishop Marcel
Lefebvre were an integral part of
the history of the Church long

before the historic events of June 1988. The
Archbishop enjoyed a brilliant ecclesiasti-
cal career. From his seminary years on-
wards Archbishop Lefebvre was given
positions and duties of great responsibility,
the mark of the great trust his superiors had
in his abilities.

Ordained in 1929, he became Vicar
Apostolic of Dakar on June 12, 1947 and
then Bishop of Dakar three months later. A
year later he was made Apostolic Delegate
of the Holy See for the 18 French-speaking
countries of Africa. The Church in Africa
made tremendous gains during his leader-
ship. After seven years the diocese of
Dakar was raised to an Archbishopric and
after another four years Archbishop
Lefebvre entrusted this diocese to one of
his own priests, Hyacinth Thiandoum, now
a Cardinal.

Soon after laying these responsibilities
upon younger shoulders, in 1962 Arch-
bishop Lefebvre was elected Superior
General of the Holy Ghost Fathers, then the
largest missionary congregation of the
Catholic Church. In the same year he was
made Bishop emeritus of Tulle, titular Arch-
bishop of Synnada in Phrygia and Assistant
to the Papal Throne. Pope John XXIII,

knowing the Archbishop’s knowledge and wide
experience in the missions, appointed him a
member of the Preparatory Commission for the
Second Vatican Council. This long list of
responsibilities and dignities shows the great
confidence that the Popes placed in Archbishop
Marcel Lefebvre. All the Popes since the
Archbishop’s ordination had nothing but praise
for his zeal in the propagation of the Faith.

But then the authorities of the Church
changed. The Second Vatican Council
discarded the work of the Preparatory
Commission for a “pastoral updating” of the
Church, and they embraced modernist and
neo-protestant tendencies, using ambiguous
language as a stepping-stone to destroy the
Tradition of the Church. New rites and new
sacraments were invented to replace the old in
accordance with the wishes of heretical
ecumenism. What former Popes condemned,
the Roman authorities now embraced and
professed.

This revolutionary spirit destroying 
the Tradition of the Church the Archbishop
steadfastly resisted – by merely continuing 
to do what the Popes had always taught, and
praised him for teaching. The Archbishop
absolutely refused to rebel against authority –
it was rather the authorities in Rome who
continue to rebel against the very foundation
for their own authority: the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.

Archbishop Lefebvre, 

H.E.: The next ten years! What a question! Let
me just say that whether the Society survives another
ten years, or whether it is torn apart by the same
forces that virtually tore apart the entire Church with
Vatican II, in any case God will not abandon those
souls, bishops, priests or laity, that have not first
abandoned Him. The Church is bound to survive.
The Society of St. Pius X may survive, but it has no
divine promise, as the Church has, that it will do so.
If for whatever reason it does not survive in its
present form, still it will for 30 or however many
years have been one major carrier of the survival of
the Church. Deo Gratias.

VERBUM: Years from now, what will be the
historical significance of the Episcopal Consecrations
for the Church?

H.E.: I think the Episcopal Consecrations will
be seen as the glorious climax of the Archbishop’s
noble career, and the principal means for ten years or
more of ensuring the carry-over until better days of
the Church’s essential treasures, mainly the Mass and
the priesthood. We have tried also to save Rome, but
like the Jerusalem over which Our Lord wept, “They
have not wanted it” (Mt. XXIII, 37). That problem
Our Lord will solve, in His time and in His way.

VERBUM: Any final reflections on the
Episcopal Consecrations?

H.E.: “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for
His mercy endureth from generation unto
generation.”

VERBUM: Thank you, Your Excellency.

Interviewcontinued…

The four new bishops enthroned before the High Altar

Left to Right: Bishops de Galarreta, Tissier de Mallerais, de Castro Mayer, Archbishop
Lefebvre, Bishops Williamson and Fellay

Bishop Williamson receives the mitre.



To continue the preaching of this
Gospel, the Archbishop founded the Society
of St. Pius X with the approval and praise of
the Church. The Archbishop never changed
what he did, and had no reason to do so as he
was merely continuing the work which all the
Popes had desired for the Church. He merely
“gave what he received” (I Cor XI). The
same missionary spirit that transformed the
face of Senegal when he was a priest in

few chaotic months, his years at the
Ridgefield seminary went smoothly. At the
beginning of his fourth year, Father Doran
was sent to Ecône for the remainder of his
priestly formation. While at the Society’s
Motherhouse, he soon found himself again
surrounded by political intrigue. Cardinal
Ratzinger had enticed a whole group of
seminarians with promises of a “legal
Ecône” at Rome. These promises were
never fulfilled. Father’s final year at Ecône
was the year leading up to the Episcopal
Consecrations. The whole seminary was
charged with suspense as it awaited the
outcome of negotiations with Rome, while
newspaper reporters were coming and
going in an uninterrupted flow. However,
all was not discouraging. Those were the
days of the great beacon of light found in
Archbishop Lefebvre.

Father was also on the last united
pilgrimage of traditional Catholics from
Paris to Chartres, at the end of which
30,000 faithful attended the Mass on the
steps of the great cathedral on Pentecost
Monday 1988. Another memorable
moment was the great manifestation of the
faithful at the Episcopal Consecrations
when they burst forth in spontaneous
applause as Archbishop Lefebvre, Bishop
de Castro Mayer and the bishops-elect
approached the altar.

Father Doran pointed out that it would
have been unlikely that he would ever have
found the Traditional Faith had it not been
for the efforts of Archbishop Lefebvre, and
he considers it a privilege and a grace to
have known him. Father’s was the last
class ordained by His Grace. When asked
what were the characteristics about the
Archbishop that he found most notable,
Father responded that they were his
stability in the Faith and his nobility of
soul. “He had an intense sense of the
Faith,” said Father Doran, “and he lived by

conferences over the last Christmas
vacation are simply a recent example of his
conviction that society depends on strong
fathers if it is to make any serious attempt
at healing its moral wounds. As for the
Sacred Heart, Father attests, “It is not
simply a devotion; it is our religion.” It is
only when Catholics begin to understand
the love that moved the Son of God to
become incarnate on their behalf, he
contends, that they can and do begin to see
religion for what it truly is: an austere and
inexorable Love under a gentle yoke.

VERBUM’s final question to Father
Doran was the following: “What has been
the most important lesson you have learned
from a decade of the priesthood?” Father’s
response: “One is a priest only in so far as
he is a victim. Our Lord Jesus Christ was a
Priest from the moment of His conception,
but never so fully as when He was on
Calvary. This is the only way that a priest’s
apostolate will bear fruit.” It is Father
Doran’s hope to convince his students of
the necessity to be conformed to Christ on
these two points, a zeal for souls and a
readiness to suffer for His sake. The
Seminary is grateful for Father Doran’s
presence and wishes him continued fruit in
his apostolate.

a Man of the Church

Seminary Professor Celebrates 
10th Anniversary

Africa he imparted to the Society of St.
Pius X. If there has been any clash with the
“official” church, it is that conciliar church,
the church of Assisi, which refuses to
preach the truth.

While the modern “renewed” church
has seen nothing but sterility and
accelerating decomposition, the Society of
St. Pius X has seen continuous and
progressive expansion – as our ordinations
and the numerous vocations God sends to
us each year prove. Every defection from
the position of the Society has led to the
sterility of compromise – for error can
never have positive fruits. In contrast,
Catholic Tradition is living because it gives
life, not because it is constantly changing.
Tradition is what we have received of God,
Who is Life itself, the unchanging Creator
and Conserver of all life. It is only those
things that are dead that change
continuously as they decompose.

On the other hand, it is only in the
continuance and exercise of the priesthood
that the world will have any hope. As the
darkness of error plunges the world deeper
and deeper into despair, a small group of
men hold the light to show the way to
heaven. May the great man who passed on
to us this light look upon us from his
reward, and keep us faithful for another ten
years!

it profoundly. He had a wonderful care and
concern for the seminarians. He was
always paternal.” When trying to
hammer into the students of his
Metaphysics class the reality of
eternal truths, Father has more
than once referred to the Arch-
bishop’s refusal to be set up as
a “conservative,” as someone
to stand a bit right of center
(wherever that may be) just
to balance the scales.

Father has had a wide
variety of assignments
these ten years. He first
went to St. Mary’s, KS,
as Assistant Headmaster
to Fr. de la Tour. There
he taught religion to the
freshman and senior
boys. He also instituted the
Eucharistic Crusade in the
U.S. on the Feast of Christ the King, 1988.
Along with being Prefect of Discipline for
the entire school, he began the course on
Catholic Social Principles for the senior
boys and girls. And he was also chaplain
for the “Knights of the Precious Blood.”
From St. Mary’s during those two years he
serviced the Church of St. Vincent de Paul
in Kansas City each weekend. 

Father was sent as Prior to St. Louis in
1990. Here he began editing The Angelus,
which he moved to Kansas City in 1991. In
St. Louis he established the apostolate of
the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart. For
him this was a cherished work. After this
he was assigned to establish the priory in
Kansas City in 1991. When he arrived he
had to adjust to living in the middle of a
so-called ghetto, and in the subsequent
months, there was more than one night
punctuated by gunshots and sirens. But all
the same, Father enjoyed his walks in the
neighborhood. Father notes that his
priesthood was never insulted or ridiculed
in that area, a sharp contrast to his
experiences in affluent areas. In Kansas
City Father was pastor, headmaster of the
school, taught religion and Latin and
continued to edit The Angelus. Mornings
were for the school; afternoons for The
Angelus; and evenings for appointments.

Father was assigned as Prior
to Post Falls, ID, from 1992 to
1996. Here with four other priests
he oversaw the foundation of the
new high school which this year
graduated its first class. There
were also 13 missions, from
Hawaii to Montana, Alaska to
Colorado, attached to the priory,
along with the Carmelite
monastery and Dominican
convent. During those years he
was chaplain to St. Dominic’s
Girls’ School and confessor to the
two convents. He also established
the Eucharistic Crusade and the
Holy Name Society. The latter
numbered just over 100 men at his
departure. The student population
alone grew from 120 to 290 in the
two schools during those four
years. When Father left in 1996,
Sunday Mass attendance was
around 1000. 

His assignment to the
Seminary was a welcome change.

The two focal points for
Father Doran in his apostolate
have been the formation of the
fathers of families and the
fostering of love for the Sacred
Heart of Jesus. Father Doran’s

Fr. Doran in the early years of his priesthood

Newly-ordained Fr. James Doran, assisted by Fr.
Williamson, concelebrates the ordination Mass with

the Archbishop.

G
rant, we beseech thee, almighty
Father, unto this Thy servant, the
dignity of the Priesthood.” It has

now been ten years since Father James Doran
heard these words from the mouth of
Archbishop Lefebvre, words which were to
begin for Father Doran, as they have for
many a priest, a continuous series of
memorable experiences. VERBUM
approached Father Doran and asked him to
share some of his reflections on his years of
seminary and priesthood.

His first year in the U.S. seminary was
marked by the break of “the Nine” (nine
priests, including three seminary professors,
who held sedevacantist views) from the
Society in 1983. It was an early lesson for
Father in the effects of treachery and deceit.
This episode was followed in 1984 by three
of the newly ordained leaving the Society
within two weeks of their ordinations. They
had remained deceitfully for a year, and
rejoined “the Nine” later. Apart from these

Three newly-ordained priests (Fr. Doran
center) receive the imposition of hands from

Fr. Göttler and the then Fr. Williamson.

“



his apostolate and hope someday to join
him in this endeavor. Father asks for your
prayers that he may always stay on the
“straight and narrow” by walking in the
footsteps of the Archbishop, faithfully
“handing down that which he has
received.” 

On June 19, the Feast of the Sacred Heart, His Excellency Bishop Williamson
blessed the Seminary’s Sacred Heart shrine following the ceremony of

Vespers. A large number of priests, seminarians, and faithful processed to the
shrine, where His Excellency renewed the Seminary’s consecration to the Sacred
Heart and blessed both the shrine and the statue of the Sacred Heart which it
shelters.

The shrine was essentially completed one year ago (see VERBUM#66), though
a light, which will illuminate the statue of the Sacred Heart, has yet to be installed.
The project, designed and executed by Mr. Steve Wohletz of Post Falls, ID, came
into existence largely through the impetus of Fr. James Doran. Although using the
same statue, the structure itself is a powerful replacement for the simple pedestal
which was previously in the location. Surrounded by trees and delicate rose bushes
of varied colors, the shrine is a beautiful addition to the Seminary grounds.

Thus the priests and seminarians continue on the path indicated by Christ as
the means to His eternal peace, which is reiterated in the Alleluia of the Mass of
the Sacred Heart: Tollite jugum meum super vos et discite a me, quia mitis sum et
humilis corde, et invenietis requiem animabus vestris. “Take My yoke upon you
and learn of Me, for I am meek and humble of heart: and you shall find rest for
your souls.” Alleluia.

Blessing of Sacred Heart Shrine

There is a complete destruction of order
at all levels, the Church and her

priesthood not excepted. Nevertheless,

nothing novel and exciting is necessary as a
solution: just the application of the age-old
principles of the Faith to an increasingly
crazy world.” This was the response given
by Father Carl Sulzen when VERBUM
asked him his thoughts on his upcoming
apostolate now that he has completed his
seminary training and finds himself
imminently “in the trenches.”

Fr. Sulzen was born in South Korea,
but has spent most of his life in the United
States, as he was adopted at an early age by
his parents in Kansas City. He received a
self-described “average” primary education,
and finished his last two years of high
school in St. Mary’s. He continued his
studies there for two more years, receiving
an Associates of Arts degree in Liberal Arts.
Father would like to thank his parents for
helping him stay on the “straight and
narrow,” by their keeping the Faith and
passing it on to him in these confusing
times. Father comments, “My parents were

able to keep going in the right direction at a
time when many principles of the Faith
were confused.” While at the Seminary, he
has learned the value of these age-old
principles of the Faith and a bit about how
to apply them. “But,” he says, “only
experience will be able to teach us how to
apply them fully.” 

Father is also extremely grateful to
Archbishop Lefebvre and the Society that
he founded, for he realizes that a restoration
of the true Catholic priesthood is what is
required for today’s problems and it is what
the Archbishop wished to hand down.
Father met the Archbishop only a few
times, but had the grace to receive his First
Communion and Confirmation from him.
Fr. Sulzen now has received the sacred
priesthood from the hands of a bishop who
was consecrated by the Archbishop. Father
states, “Without the Archbishop and the
Society he founded, who knows where the
Church and her priesthood would be now?”

Fr. Sulzen has been given the Faith and
the priesthood. He now feels it is his duty to
pass on to others these things which were
handed down to him. His comrades here at
the Seminary will miss his leadership skills
(as he headed VERBUMfor three years),
and his willingness to help in anything at
any time, but they wish him all the best in

Born in Wichita, KS in 1961, Father
Patrick J. Crane is a Catholic American

who is eager to begin his priestly apostolate
after leading a restless life before receiving
his sacerdotal vocation. Having spent four
years in the Air Force, obtained a degree at
Kansas State University in Animal Science,
and spent another four years as a game
warden in Vermont, Fr. Crane might seem
an unusual choice for the priesthood. How-
ever, Father himself enjoys pointing out St.
Paul’s words: “The weak things of
the world hath God chosen that He
may confound the strong” (I Cor. I,
27). 

Fr. Crane was not always a
traditional Catholic, but he was a
dutiful member of the Novus Ordo
Church, always fulfilling the basic
tenets of the Catholic Church. He
credits his strong family ties for
helping him become and remain a
Catholic with the “Faith of all
ages.”  As he saw the numerous
innovations within the Novus Ordo
(Communion in the hand, Altar
girls), he was upset but
nevertheless continued fulfilling his
Sunday obligations. Divine
Providence sent his older brother
David to help the then-game
warden to attend the local SSPX
chapel. So in the Summer of 1991
Fr. Crane attended his first
traditional Mass celebrated in
Ridgefield, CT, by Fr. Jean-Luc

Lafitte. Then he mainly attended the
Hudson Falls, NY, chapel due to its
proximity to his residence in Vermont, with
an occasional excursion to the Hartford,
CT mission. 

March of 1992 proved to be the major
turning point in Father Crane’s life. He
signed up for a retreat given at Ridgefield
and knew after the retreat that his life could
no longer be the same. He discussed the seed
of vocation that he felt within him with the
retreat-master and started seriously thinking
about becoming a priest. With these thoughts
in mind, he visited Winona for Holy Week of
the same year. There he asked the Rector
whether he could enter the Seminary the
following Fall. It was suggested that he
should wait a year and think upon this
crucial choice. Father returned to Vermont
and consulted Fr. Lafitte and Fr. Peter Scott,
who both recommended that he apply to the
Seminary right away. Fr. Crane decided to
do just that, and after submitting the
appropriate paperwork,  he was accepted at
St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary in July of
1992. From then on, Fr. Crane claims he
only wished to cooperate with God’s Will
and “give it his best shot.” And Father will
now continue this sound practice as he
begins his new apostolate as a priest of the
Society of St. Pius X.

“The Lord has said to me: Thou art my son,
this day have I begotten thee.” (Psalm II,7)

Rev. Fr. Carl Sulzen

Rev. Fr. Patrick Crane

Mrs. Crane kisses the newly consecrated hands
of her son.

Fr. Sulzen blesses Rev. Mr. Fox before 
the singing of the Gospel during 

Father’s First Mass.

“

New deacons Rev. Mr. Damien Fox and Rev. Mr. John Jenkins flank 
Rev. Fr. Sulzen, Bishop de Galarreta and Rev. Fr. Crane (left to right).


