
Boys and young men in the 800-
strong congregation at the June
2000 Priestly Ordinations in

Winona came under the gun when
ordaining Bishop Tissier de Mallerais
pointed a finger and cried out the Church’s
need for vocations. The Ordination Sermon
was the occasion for his declaration that
the common misunderstanding of the true
nature of vocations, coupled with the
widespread lack of a spirit of sacrifice
among Catholics today, was responsible for
the somewhat shocking fact that only two
priests were being ordained that day, after
a quarter-century of the Seminary’s
existence in the United States.

It was on Saturday June 24, 2000, that
Rev. Mr. Christopher Darby of Oregon and
Rev. Mr. Jorge Amozurrutia of Mexico City
received the Sacred Priesthood from the
hands of H.E. Bishop Bernard Tissier de
Mallerais of France, crowning six years’
study here in Winona. The weather held up
well for the ceremony in the outdoor “tent
chapel,” despite weeks of rain which saw
Winona County declared a flood disaster
area by Minnesota’s Governor. The
relatively cool, dry days before and
immediately after the ceremony were quite
a boon for the numerous faithful camped on
the Seminary grounds as well as for the
seminarians responsible for the setup of the
tent and for the arrangement of the vast
number of sacristy items necessary for the
Pontifical Mass of Ordination and for the
First Solemn Masses celebrated on the
following Sunday. The fine weather
allowed large numbers of children to run
and play in the fields or to engage in more
organized forms of sport on the Seminary
grounds, and the new priests were able to
give their First Blessings to hundreds of the
faithful in the open air after the ceremonies.

A common topic of conversation
among adults and children alike was the

challenge presented by the ordaining
Bishop in his sermon. “My dear people, I
dare to ask you one question: Why this
year are there only two new priests – and
only one from the United States – 25 years
after the foundation of the Seminary…
What happened? We must ask this question
of ourselves…and especially of our young 
men, our young boys that
hear me today: What are
you doing in the world?
Do you not see how many
souls are going to Hell?”
His Excellency invoked
the example of the little
seers of Fatima (two of
whom were beatified on
May 13th), who became
apostles of Jesus Christ for
the salvation of souls 
following the vision of Hell granted them
by Our Lady. “My dear boys and young
men, follow this example and think of your
duty to the Church now.” The consensus of
the faithful in attendance was that Bishop
Tissier de Mallerais had made an excellent
point which they needed to hear, although
it was not necessarily pleasant to hear,
humanly speaking. The key to this
apostleship, according to His Excellency, is
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the true priestly spirit, which is one of
“adoration, of sanctification of souls and of
self-sacrifice.” 

This point found resonance in both of
the new Priests’First Solemn Masses on the
following day. Seminary Professor Fr. Juan
Carlos Iscara, preaching at the Mass of Fr.
Amozurrutia, related the priestly spirit to the

crusading spirit of the
Spanish and Mexican
priests, at the time of the
apparitions of Our Lady
of Guadalupe and also
during the bloody
persecution which took
place in Mexico during
the 20th century.
Likewise, Fr. Eugene
Heidt, friend of the
Society in Oregon and

mentor of Fr. Darby, extolled the virtues and
dignity of the priestly state, before which
all, priests and laity alike, must be “struck
with amazement.” Once again, the priest
must be a man of prayer, a sanctifier of self
and others and a crucified man, united to
Our Lord in His perfect self-oblation.

Bishop Tissier de Mallerais pointed
out these qualities in our saintly Founder,
Archbishop Lefebvre, who was so stricken

by the thought of lost souls burning in 
Hell for want of a priest that he became a
great missionary in Africa and, later, turned
his missionary apostolate towards the neo-
pagan souls of the post-Catholic world. “He
was concerned with the salvation of souls.
He was personally concerned. We are
praying every day: ‘O Lord,…grant us
many holy priests!’What a beautiful prayer,
and we pray this from the bottom of our
hearts,…but let us not pray ‘O Lord, send
them but not me.’”

His Excellency recalled the vocation
of the Prophet Isaias, who, in a vision, saw
God seated in the Temple asking “Whom
shall I send, and who will go for Us?” 
(Is. VI, 8) “God asked him…a general
question, and what did Isaias answer?
‘Here am I, Lord, send me.’” Isaias was
ready to go, resigned to do the will of
God. Bishop Tissier de Mallerais held this
up as the essential preliminary to the
priestly vocation. “We have, very often, a
wrong idea of the priestly vocation. We
think that a vocation is, one day, a little
voice coming from Heaven, transforming
the heart and making it evident that I must
become a priest. That is not so, my dear
boys and young men; that is not so!” In
fact, a true vocation will only become
evident by the call of the legitimate
Church Superiors, often after testing the
possible vocation for years in the
seminary. The Superiors, holding the place
of Christ Himself, must always be the sure
guides of young men who may be called
by God, because, just as Our Lord is sent
by the Father, the priest must be sent by
the hierarchy. “As the Father has sent Me,
I also send you” (Jn. XX, 21).

The priests who have charge of young
men must guide them in their possible
calling, but the essential condition pre-
supposing any vocation is a personal
concern for souls: “…and not just to say
‘That is for others. That does not concern
me.’ It is just the contrary. ‘The Church is

Your Church Needs YOU!
Ordination Sermon Sends Out Ringing Appeal for Vocations

Bishop Tissier de Mallerais calls for more
vocations during the Ordination Sermon.

Rev. Fr. Eugene Heidt preaches at the
First Solemn Mass of Fr. Darby

“The Church is 
in great need of
priests, and that
concerns [you]

personally.”

continued on page 4



“Whom Shall I Send?”

In addition to ordaining two new priests, H.E. Bis
upon four seminarians (first row left to right) Rev.

Rev. Fr. Amozurrutia, Rev. Fr. Darby, Rev. Mr. 

The Ordination Ceremony is a
pivotal point in the life of the
seminarian. It is at once the end of

his theoretical formation and the beginning
of his priestly life properly so called, and it
is in a way the summation of both,
crowning the years of study and launching
the years of apostolate. Since the Church is
a good teacher of Her children, one can
better grasp what the Priesthood is by
examining the ceremonies with which She
introduces the Sacrament of Holy Orders.

The first part of the Ordination
Ceremony, like practically every other rite
of the Church, is a procession. The
Ordinands, soldiers of God in the battle
against darkness, process with lighted
candles in hand, ready to do battle for God
under the direction of the Bishop, whom
they precede in the procession. This
Ordination will in fact make them “lights
of the world” by their life of unflinching
faith and purity of conduct. As Priests, they

will bear witness to the Light of Our Lord
which conquers the darkness of sin. By this
Light, the Priests will be a revelation to the
world of the Truth which the gates of Hell
shall not defeat. Thus the procession itself,
seemingly so insignificant, represents the
mission of the Priest.

The next significant part of the
preliminary ceremonies is the sermon of the
Bishop, which normally calls to mind the
essence of the Priesthood. The priest is a
mediator: “For every High Priest taken from
among men is ordained for men in the
things that appertain to God, that he may
offer up gifts and sacrifices for sins” (Heb.
V, 1). A priest forgives sins, which are the
greatest obstacles on man’s path toward
Beatitude. For the remission of sins, Blood
must be shed in the sacrifice of Christ on
the Cross. This Blood will be mystically
but really shed on the altar of the new
Priests every time they celebrate
Mass, and thus they are urged to
understand what they do and to
imitate what they administer.
Thus they must have a deep
reverence for the Sacrifice of
the Mass which they will offer,
and they must live lives of
inviolate purity and holiness as
victims with Our Lord in their
own sacrifices.

After the sermon, the
Assistant Priest gives the
Church’s official and public
calling (or “vocation”) to Holy
Orders. Every seminarian present
has suspected that he has a vocation
ever since he entered the seminary.
Only on the day of Ordination does it
become certain, and this calling is the
Church’s solemn, public and personal
invitation to a life of sacrifice. At this point,
the Assistant Priest warns the Ordinands not
to come forward if they be irregular, under
interdict, illegitimate or of ill fame, and he
warns them not to depart before receiving
the blessing of the Bishop. It is also the
Ordinands’solemn, public and free
acceptance of the Church’s invitation. The
Ordinands each answer the call: “Adsum!”
(“Here am I!”) recalling the answer of the
Prophet Isaias to God’s question “Whom
shall I send, and who will go for us?” “Here
am I, Lord, Send me” (Is. VI, 8).

The final preliminary ceremony before
the individual Rites of Ordination for the
different Major Orders is the prostration
before the altar and the singing of the
Litany of the Saints. The Ordinands and all
present call upon God and the entire
Heavenly Court for protection and success
in the war for God which the Ordinands are
about to undertake. It is a war which they
would not presume to be able to fight alone,
and, acknowledging their weakness, they

fall flat on their faces and plead for God’s
assistance.

Thus the preliminary ceremonies of
the Rite of Ordination show the sublimity
of the Priestly Vocation and the proper
dispositions necessary to receive the
Ordination worthily.

The Rite of Ordination: 
Preliminary Ceremonies 

The Ordinands walk in solemn
procession as 

soldiers of the True Light.

The Ordinands lie prostrate before the altar as the Bishop,
Clergy and People invoke the aid of all the Saints.

The Ordinands, during the beginning of Mass, will soon receive the
public calling to Holy Orders.



“Here am I, Lord, Send Me.”

St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary is a real
Alma Materto me,” Rev. Fr. Jorge
Amozurrutia told VERBUM.

“Wherever I am, I know that I can always
return to Winona as to my home.”

The youngest of seven children, Father
was raised in Mexico City, where his family
was one of the first to return to Tradition
and to rally to those priests who remained
faithful to the true Faith and Mass. “It was a
very confusing time for us all, when
everything we knew to be Catholic was
being turned upside-down. I can never
thank my dear father and mother enough for
their wisdom and courage in refusing to be
ensnared by the liberal and modernist
trends.” While they agreed unreservedly
with Archbishop Lefebvre and the Society
of St. Pius X, the Amozurrutias continued to
support the local independent priests, who
were not without their own difficulties.

All the while, the young Jorge had to
earn a living. After having obtained a degree
in electrical engineering at the University of
Mexico, he went on to found with four
colleagues a new company, Engineering in
Systems and Programming, and soon found
himself elected as director. He filled this

Rev. Fr. Christopher Darby has been
ordained to the holy Priesthood,
responding to a vocation that was

born in the daily Latin Mass of his child-
hood. He was born on September 13,

1958, in a little town called
Stayton, Oregon.

Although his
mother was not

Catholic
when he

was

Rev. Fr. 
Jorge Amozurrutia

position for eight years, overseeing
computer sales and repairs and designing
specialized programs for local industries.

In 1991, Mr. Amozurrutia died, 
having received the Sacraments from a
Society priest, and it was after this that
Father decided to try one of those
“famous Ignatian retreats.” He mentioned
to the retreat master that he had thought
of a vocation in the past, but had resigned
himself to the fact that it was too late to
do anything about it. The good priest said
“Nonsense!” and told him to reconsider
his options during the following twelve
months. One year and another retreat
later, Father decided to enter the
seminary, and was sent not to La Reja, in
Argentina, but to the English-speaking
Seminary here in Winona.

When VERBUM asked Fr.
Amozurrutia if he could perhaps appro-
priate his vocation to any particular grace,
he replied that his being raised in a solidly
Catholic family certainly had much to do
with it. “Also, though this might sound like
an advertisement, the example of various
priests of the Society impressed me very
much. In the early days, particularly in
Mexico, conditions were extremely difficult
for them, yet they sacrificed their comfort
and leisure to bring the Sacraments to souls
in need. Their selflessness showed the
Priesthood to be a high ideal indeed.”

It was not long before the new
seminarian’s organizational skills were
discovered and put to good use, by his
helping with the Seminary’s accounting and
by his taking charge of the Guests
Department. This large task involves seeing
to the transportation of Seminary visitors
and to the preparation of their rooms.
Ordinations, Priests’meetings and retreats
see that the workers in this department are
not long idle.

“In spite of some rocky events at the
Seminary during my time here, I am very

Rev. Fr. 
Christopher Darby

glad to have been formed in Winona. I
have been given the opportunity to
learn a second language, another
culture and a different way of life, and
I plan to utilize what is good in it
while leaving out the not-so-good. Yet
what I value the most about St.
Thomas Aquinas Seminary is its
balance between the strictness of the
Rule and a family atmosphere.”

The Seminary will miss Fr.
Amozurrutia’s good humor and Latin
effervescence, and all wish him well
as he applies six years of study to
the practice of saving souls. Viva
Cristo Rey!

he applied to the Seminary and was
accepted for the Fall class of 1994. He
considers that the key to his preparation
was learning to practise mental prayer
faithfully. 

Fr. Darby says that he will miss the
monthly hikes and the solemn liturgy at the
Seminary. He says, “It’s impressive how
much can be accomplished when people
work together for the same goal and
purpose.” He is very grateful to the
Seminary for the doctrine and the spiritual
formation he has received. He advises

seminarians to embrace the Cross, by
obeying the will of God in all things,
especially by trusting their superiors
and by uniting ever more closely to
Our Lord. 

The priest is a man of sacrifice.
To “become what he holds,” as he
was admonished at his Ordination, he
must unite his own interior sacrifice
of self-will to the Sacrifice of the
Crucified that he has been ordained to
offer. It is this Sacrifice, not a
Protestant meal, that will convert
others as he himself was converted.

The hands of Rev. Fr. Christopher Darby are anointed by Bishop Tissier de
Mallerais during the Ordination Ceremony.

shop Tissier de Mallerais conferred the Diaconate
. Mr. Adam Portugal, Rev. Mr. Steven McDonald,
Dennis McDonald and Rev. Mr. Adam Purdy.

Rev. Fr. Jorge Amozurrutia bestows his
First Blessing on Seminary Professor

Fr. Juan Carlos Iscara.

“

born, she soon came into the Church
through the influence of his paternal
grandmother. When he was nine, his family
moved to Portland, Oregon, and wound up
in the most liberal parish in the city. Soon
after, his parents lost the Faith and went on
“a religious odyssey,” going from church to
church, winding up in a so-called “Bible
church.” Although he did not resist, young
Christopher did not like their “worship
services.” 

After the death of his mother in 1982,
Fr. Darby became very close to his
grandmother and went to Mass with her
frequently. Remembering the old Canon in
English from the beginning of the liturgical
revolution, he was appalled by the changes
in the Mass prayers. He took an instant
dislike to the new liturgy but resolved to
return to the Church. He found in the “New
Church” many of the same Protestant
things he had wanted to leave behind, and
he was “barely holding on” to the Faith.

One day, he came across an edition of
the Wanderer, and he discovered that there
were other Catholics who agreed that there
were problems in the Church. Eventually,
after becoming acquainted with Fr. Eugene
Heidt, a friend of the Society in Oregon, he
made his first Ignatian retreat in 1993.
There, he felt a renewed desire to test a
possible vocation to the Priesthood.
Although he was concerned about his age,



During the Holy
Week retreat in
mid-April the

seminarians were
honored with two
evening conferences on
the formation of
Archbishop Lefebvre in
the Roman Seminary
(1923-1930). His
Excellency Bishop
Bernard Tissier de
Mallerais, who was
visiting for the Holy
Week ceremonies, was
pleased to give the
seminarians this small
taste of the extensive
fruits of his research
into our Founder’s life,
which will eventually
form the basis of the
official biography of the
Archbishop.

His Excellency
clearly demonstrated that
the thoroughly Catholic
(which means
Traditional) stance
maintained by
Archbishop Lefebvre
was neither an accident
nor a mere reaction
against “changing
times.” It was, rather, a consequence of his sound
formation (based on first principles) and his heroic fidelity
to it.

Archbishop Lefebvre believed firmly that to be
Catholic is to be Roman, and he became a great
churchman in Rome. He remained a great churchman in
Africa, where he was providentially sheltered from the
progressivist thinking ever on the increase in Europe even
during the “glorious Fifties.” Since his almost singular
fidelity among the Bishops of the late 20th Century pre-
supposes a sound formation, it is worthwhile to glance at
the history and teaching of the French Seminary in Rome

and its faculty.
The French Seminary (called “Santa Chiara”) was

operated by the Holy Ghost Fathers from its foundation in
1852. This Congregation, of which the Archbishop was to
become Superior General, had been founded by Bl.
Claude Poullard-des-Places on Pentecost Sunday, 1703.
Bl. Claude was a friend of St. Louis de Montfort and had
studied at the Jesuit College of Louis the Great, not in the
Jansenist or Gallicanist schools such as the Sorbonne. He
was thus Roman and neither Jansenist nor Gallicanist; he
was consequently hated by both groups.

The aim of the Holy Ghost Fathers was to provide an
education for very poor students and to form both
knowledgeable and pious clerics. The motto of Bl. Claude
was “Humility, Poverty, Piety and Doctrine.”

The French Seminary was founded six years after the
fusion of the Holy Ghost Fathers with the Congregation
of the Holy Heart of Mary in 1846. This fusion resulted
in the revitalization and even deeper “Romanization” of
the of Bl. Claude’s followers, who had begun to lose
fervor, by the absorption of a fervent new Congregation
whose Founder (Ven. Francis Libermann, a Jewish
convert, also a true Roman) became the new Superior
General of the combined Congregation. 

The Rector of Santa Chiarain 1923 was the 61-year-
old Fr. Henri Le Floch, a Breton, who was a theologian
firmly established in the greatest principles according to
the teaching of St. Thomas Aquinas. He established the
spirit of Bl. Claude in the Seminary: “Piety with
Doctrine, Doctrine with Piety.” He planted in his clerics a
great faith in principles and their efficacy. His spirit was

one of crusade: “The Church cannot teach without
fighting.” He taught his students to think with the Church,
leaving aside personal ideas. The seminarians had one
choice: to enter the fight or to leave.

For the young Marcel Lefebvre, the curriculum of the
French Seminary was “a revelation.” He had been
unwittingly formed “as a liberal” at home in France. He
had, for instance, believed in the separation of Church and
State, but he was glad to see that he was in error and to
escape the error by learning the truth.

Also a revelation to the future Archbishop were the
conferences given to the seminarians on “Quas Primas,”
Pius XI’s encyclical on Christ the King. These
conferences were the crowning of the French Seminary’s
teaching on the doctrine of the Popes of the last two
centuries, doctrine which is attacked on all sides today as
an “aberration” from the “traditional” teaching of the
Church. Far from it, these encyclicals form the basis of
the Church’s campaign against liberalism and for the reign
of Christ the King. [Editor’s note: The Winona Doctrinal
Sessions, available from St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary
Tapes in Shawnee-Mission, KS, provide an excellent
introduction to these sublime and powerful teachings.]

Thus the Archbishop began his long career of
thinking with the Church, immersed in the greatest
principles of philosophy and theology and striving with
might and main for the defeat of the Church’s enemies
and the establishment of the reign of Christ the King. This
basic program, which he saw as essential to the future of
the Priesthood, prompted him (in 1970) to found the
Society of St. Pius X. It is this basic program which will
ensure the fidelity of the Society as long as God wills it.

Measuring up to the heights of the 2,000th year
Seemed a problem not easy to handle.

So our sacristans said, “Here we come, stratosphere,”
With a ginormous huge Paschal Candle.

Only one minor detail has caused some emotion;
‘Twas sure to make sacristans sadder:

For you see that to light it is no easy notion
But needs a liturgical ladder!

The Formation of Our Founder

Mr. Trevor Burfitt, who designed 
Paschal Candle 2000, attempts to light it 

as Mr. Thomas Asher, who painted it, points out
significant features to Br. Gerard-Francis.

In 1930, the young Marcel
Lefebvre, full of the doctrine
of the Popes, is ready to fight

for the salvation of souls. Bishop Salvador Lazo, R.I.P

Your Church Needs YOU!(continued)
in great need of priests, and that concerns
me personally.’ If you are able to say this,
my dear boys and young men,…you
already have the priestly vocation! And so,
enter the seminary. That is the priestly
vocation.”

As the last strains of the “Ite, Missa
Est” echoed across Stockton Hill on
Sunday and hundreds of faithful Catholics
began their long journeys home, the
Ordination Sermon was a frequent topic of
discussion. The graces of the past
weekend brought hope that many of the
seeds planted by His Excellency in the
minds of the congregation would, in God’s
own time, bear fruit, and that numerous
and suitably disposed young men will
present themselves at the Seminary,
echoing the words of Isaias: “Here am I,
Lord, send me.”

April 11 of
this year
marked 

the death of Bishop
Salvador L. Lazo,
Bishop Emeritus of
San Fernando de la
Unión in the
Philippines. He had
worked closely with
priests of the Society
of St. Pius X in the
Philippines for the
past five years.

Many of the
upper-year semi-
narians remember
Bishop Lazo from
his visit to St.

Thomas Aquinas Seminary in October of 1997, while 
he was touring the United States. He struck the
seminarians as being a kind and humble man, but also 
a courageous man. For Bishop Lazo, in his fight for
Tradition, had to stand against the position of his fellow
bishops in the Philippines, and he had to suffer the
inevitable ostracism that would follow such a stand. Yet
Bishop Lazo knew he had found the truth, and he
actively sought to educate many bishops and priests
throughout the Philippines and Asia on the crisis in the
Church and the importance of Tradition.

Bishop Lazo was born in 1918
in Faire, Cagayan in the
Philippines. He was
ordained a priest in
1947 and consecrated a
bishop in 1970. After
serving in various posts,
His Excellency was
appointed as Bishop of
San Fernando de la
Unión in 1981.

Bishop Lazo’s
Episcopal motto was
“Servire” (“to serve”). He
truly lived according to this
motto throughout his life as a
bishop. Yet this may never have been more evident than in
the last years of his life. For perhaps his greatest service to
the Church was his heroic support for the Society of St.
Pius X in its fight to defend the Faith against the very ones
who should be defending it. Bishop Lazo gave testimony
of his support by publishing his Profession of Faith in an
open letter to the Holy Father on the 10th Anniversary of
the Episcopal Consecrations of 1988.

In the Office of Lauds for a Confessor Bishop one of
the antiphons begins, “Euge, serve bone, et fidelis”(“Well
done, good and faithful servant”). This commendation
certainly can be applied to Bishop Salvador Lazo, a man of
faith and a man who spent his life in the service of others.

H. E. Bishop Lazo celebrates
Mass at the Seminary in 1997.

Accompanied by the Chaplains, His Excellency processes back to the
Sacristy from the tent, which can be seen in the background.

Paschal Candle 2000


