
sitting near the sides of the tent
had to crowd further in to avoid
being thoroughly soaked, but the
Mass went on, and the storm
passed over without major
damage to tent or congrega-
tion. The glorious sunshine
soon returned, and the guests
departing for their long jour-
neys home left Winona with
the confidence that the
Church, reinforced by
these new priests, will
weather all the devilish
storms which may come
her way.
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The stormy, sultry days of early sum-
mer could not deter crowds of faith-
ful Catholics from streaming to

Winona once more this year for the annual
Priestly Ordinations on June 22nd. The offi -
cial attendance
figure put their
number at over
2,000 – appar-
ently topping
even last year’s
record. This
display of grat-
itude to God
for the great
blessing of
four new
priests and four
new deacons
was a great
encouragement
to all. People
young and old,
men and
women reli-
gious and dozens of priests filled the tent
past overflowing. Children abounded on the
Seminary grounds for several days in an
undeniable pledge, no less real than that of
the ordination of priests, of God’s blessing
on the work of Tradition.

Although the casual observer arriving
in Winona only just in time for the ceremo-
ny may have noticed the soggy ground
inside the tent and the slightly altered
Bishop’s throne, there were few traces left to
indicate the monumental efforts made the
day before to resurrect the tent chapel from
its devastation by wind and rain on Friday
morning.

Everything had gone so well until then.
The ordination tent was erected on schedule,
and the sacristans were an entire day ahead
in their
prepara-
tions.
Thursday
night, June
20th,
everyone
went to
bed satis-
fied that
Friday’s
work would go smoothly and quickly.
When the storm got underway late that
night, some seminarians may have shrugged
off a premonition of impending disaster
before rolling over to go back to sleep,
grateful for the break in the heat.

The Seminary awoke on Friday to find
the bookstore area in the basement flooded
with 120 gallons of rain water, which was
cleared away just as the outdoor sanctuary,

bent under the weight of the rain and buffet-
ed by strong winds, came crashing down,
soaking the carpets and destroying both the
altar screen and the canopy over the
Bishop’s throne. The scaffolding behind the

altar screen was twisted and mangled into
what might have been taken for a piece of
modern sculpture. So much for a smooth
and easy day’s work!

The response of the seminarians was
remarkable.  More than one
visitor wondered aloud
whether ordinations could
even take
place in the
tent this
year.
However,
within a
short time,
new scaf-

folding was put up, and
lumber was brought from
town to build a new altar
screen and canopy for the
Bishop’s throne. This was
done in short time, and,
with the help of the tent
rental company, the roof
was repaired and raised
once more.  The sacristans

got to bed awfully
late that night, but
the job was done,
and done well,
despite the setback.

The record-set-
ting crowds of
Catholics vying for
places in and around
the tent on Saturday
gave little heed to
the devilish storm
which had threat-
ened to wreck their
public display of
fidelity to the Faith
and to the
Priesthood which is
so necessary for its undiluted trans-
mission.

In his sermon, the ordaining
Prelate, H.E. Bishop Bernard Fellay,

connected the Catholic
Priesthood to the storm-
motif when he compared
the priest to a lightning
rod, which brings the
power of heaven down to
earth.  His Excellency also
commented on the current
storm which rages in the Church,
relating to the congregation some
of the latest confusing happenings
in Rome, and explaining his deci-
sion to “step back” a bit from the
conversations which have been
taking place off and on for the
past two years.

Although the sun shone beautifully for
much of the ordination day, allowing the
children to play and their parents to mingle
outside in the afternoon, the storm clouds
rolled in again during the First Solemn Mass
of Fr. Trevor Burfitt on Sunday morning.
The pouring rain and roaring thunder occa-
sionally drowned out the chant, and those

Seminarans take advantage of the torrential downpour in the
wrecked tent to reenact a scene from “Singin’in the Rain.”

Five men help to shoulder the burden of the
tent’s massive metal support poles – the poles

soon to be toppled by that night’s storm.

The long ceremony over, the new priests and deacons
joyfully await the end of the photo shoot.

Children swarm around Bishop
Fellay on bended knee, kissing his

ring and receiving his blessing.

A Devil of a Storm
Hellish Weather Unable to Deter Ordination Crowds

The ordination tent, battered mercilessly by wind and rain
throughout Thursday night, collapsed under the strain while

seminarians made their Friday morning meditation.

Priests and religious find themselves
surrounded on all sides by hundreds of

faithful Catholics – the most ever present
at the Winona Ordinations.



Although Canada
is not the vast,
frozen, lonely

wilderness it is com-
monly portrayed as, it is
certain that in creating
it, God was working on
a grand scale. This
makes it all the more noteworthy that Fr.
Robert MacPherson should have grown
up in Salmon Arm, a small town only 40
miles away from the home of Fr. Paul
Greuter, the sole resident priest (to
Father’s knowledge) in the entire
province of British Columbia to cele-
brate exclusively the Latin Mass. At
that time, Fr. Greuter celebrated Mass
daily in his basement chapel and left the

door open for all who wished to attend.
The basement of the MacPhersons’own

home served as a school for Fr.
MacPherson and his brother and sister.
Avoiding thereby the ever-increasing corrup-
tion of the public schools, Father received
the precious and rare gifts of a sound Faith
and a sound education. He finished his
schooling at St. Mary’s Academy in Kansas,
where he graduated as Salutatorian of his
class.

Towards the end of his second year at
St. Mary’s College, Father resolved to enter
the Seminary. He admits
that this is not something
he did with a great deal of
enthusiasm. However,
since none of his other
options had an object so
noble or so necessary as
the Faith, Father consid-
ered himself obliged first
to try the Seminary and
leave the rest to God.

Considering a voca-
tion a “duty” might strike
some as disedifying, but
Fr. MacPherson disagrees:
“Robert E. Lee said, ‘Duty
is the sublimest word in
the English language.’Not
that I was thinking of
those words when I
entered the Seminary, I
think that I just followed
the example of my par-
ents.” Determination being
a key to duty, he recalls an example of his
mother; while attending one of her hus-
band’s business dinners, a senior bank exec-

utive thought to amuse the
gathering with an off-color
joke about the Catholic
Church. Mrs. MacPherson
thought that he should not.
The bank executive per-
sisted. Mrs. MacPherson
persisted. The executive
moodily sat down, and the
Church was saved a
humiliation.
For most of Fr.

MacPherson’s youth his
father was not a Catholic.
He observed that it is hard
for a boy to treat religion
seriously when his father
does not. Yet, Father
pointed out (somewhat
proudly) that Mr.

MacPherson has always had a rare natural
nobility of character which has led him to

sacrifice his own interests,
without counting the cost,
whenever he considered
something to be right. “‘If
you expect something in
this world to get done, be
ready to do it yourself,’
was always his advice, so
in this case at least,” he
affirms, “I’m following it.”

Looking back on his own
path to the Seminary, Fr.
MacPherson cautions
young men not to turn
down a vocation through
mistakenly idealistic
motives. “It is true that the
priest who is not motivated
by a profound love for the
person of Our Lord has lit-
tle hope of surviving, let
alone succeeding, in the
apostolate. But true charity
is not always possessed by

young men just out of school – that’s why
there are seminaries.”

Father MacPherson’s irrepressible good
spirits and ready wit will be missed in
Winona. On Father’s part, he says that he
will miss the regularity and peaceful atmos-
phere of the Seminary, as well as the cama-
raderie of a
mutually
supportive
community.
Ultimately,
however,
Father is
looking for-
ward to the
work of the
apostolate: “I
pray for and
seek fidelity.
God will do
the rest.”

Rev. Fr. Patrick Summers

Bishop Fellay vests
Fr. MacPherson in the

stole, the symbol of
priestly authority.

devout
Traditional
Catholics. He
sees now the
huge importance
of the daily fami-
ly Rosary and
feels its faithful
practice is the key
to their keeping
the Faith in a
godless world. At
the same time, he
recognizes all
these blessings,
especially that of his priestly ordi-
nation, as gratuitous gifts from
God. In the words of St. Paul, he
notes, “What do you have that you
have not received? And if you
have received it, why do you boast
as if you had not received it?” (I
Cor. IV, 7) While seminarians will
miss Father’s ready humor and
death-defying bus-driving skills,
they are encouraged by his perse-
verance and are happy to see
another young priest heading out
to apply himself to the needs of a
starving Catholic populace.

Fr. MacPherson cleanses the
Oil of Catechumens from his
hands after they are anointed.

Growing up on
a 100-acre
farm in

Parma, MI, Fr.
Patrick John
Summers got plenty
of practical experi-
ence in a rural set-
ting. He was his
father’s “right-hand man” for several years
while attending public school. It was not
until he began pursuing a two-year
Associate’s Degree in Liberal Arts at St.
Mary’s College in Kansas that he began to
consider a vocation. The late Br. Sidonius
Lepsi, history professor and Carmelite from

the Czech
Republic, point-
ed him in the
direction of giv-
ing his life to
God. Fr.
Summers says
that the decision
was not easy, but
the Will of God
was very clear.
He saw before
him the option
either to enter
the business
world, making
money and
being con-

sumed with
mundane

goals, or to become a priest, saving
souls and reaping eternal rewards.
There was no comparison
between the supernaturally unre-
warding and unfulfilling ends of
the one and the supremely
worthwhile fruits of the other.
After securing his degree, Father
entered the Seminary.

While in Winona, Father
applied his knowledge of machinery
to the Seminary’s vehicles, spending
all six years of his formation working in
the Garage department. Beside his experi-
ences under the hood, he recalls the semi-
narians’trip to Europe and pilgrimage in
Rome in the summer of 2000, and last
year’s 30-day Ignatian retreat as events
that stand out during his time in Winona.
He also enjoyed his four years of Church
History with Fr. Iscara, learning about
the many fascinating, edifying and even
shocking events of the Church’s 2000-
year past.

Fr. Summers is thankful
for the spiritual success of
his family – he is the
sixth of eight chil-
dren, and all are

Bishop Fellay preaches
to the ordinands.

The new priests, assisted by older priests, celebrate
the Ordination Mass with the Bishop.

As a sign of the unity of the Priesthood, all of the
attending priests impose hands on the heads of the

ordinands just before they become priests.

“Let the children come unto Me.” Newly ordained
Fr. Summers is surrounded by a team of happy –

and not so happy – nieces and nephews.

▲

A young
Patrick Summers

is pictured here with
Archbishop Marcel
Lefebvre. Thanks to

the Archbishop’s
defense of Catholic
Tradition, Patrick
was able to follow
his calling to the

Priesthood.

▲

Rev. Fr. Robert MacPherson



able to make the not-so-tough decision to
pursue the priesthood after being told by Fr.
James Doran (then prior of Post Falls) that
he would make either a very good teacher or
priest. To Winona Fr. Burfitt came (as Fr.
Doran eventually would do also) and thus
commenced his Seminary tenure. 

As a sacristan throughout his seven-
year formation, Fr. Burfitt saw his devotion
for the Liturgy grow considerably. On the
sacristy’s front-line, Father appreciated first-
hand the year-round splendor of Divine
Wisdom embodied in the Church’s cere-
monies. In the Liturgy, Father notes, true
devotion, capable of enkindling souls with
genuine zeal for the Faith, is properly chan-
neled. 

In his studies, Fr. Burfitt points to the
classes of Philosophy, especially
Metaphysics, as having the greatest impact
upon the formation of his mind. He lays
claim to having had a good “common-sensi-
cal” knowledge before entering the
Seminary, but the consideration of abstract
truth, Father admits, was not a way in which
he was accustomed to thinking. “You can’t
touch substance,” he explains. Such con-
cepts probe beneath material, practical
knowledge “into what lies beyond. . . .”
Going beneath the top-soil of tangible truth,
the field of Father’s mind was well roto-
tilled by such studies of natural immaterial
truth which, in turn, provided the basis for a
fuller understanding of supernatural Truth in
Theology.

The Seminary has been a home away
from home for Father during the last seven
years, the good soil necessary for a vocation
to flourish. Created to know, love, and serve

Attending a con-
servative Novus
Ordo parish in

Camarillo, California, for
several years, Fr. Steven
Webber’s parents at first
did not realize the depth
of the problem in the
Church’s current crisis. Then they took their
son to be confirmed in a “more progressive”
parish church across town. Fluttering doves

and flitting “liturgical dancers” left
them aghast and questioning. After the
local pastor gave distinctly uncatholic
answers to a number of key moral
queries, his family began searching
earnestly for the truth. They saw then
that the catechesis of old, with which
they were trained, was no more to be
found – no more Baltimore Catechism,
but rather a watered-down, ineffectual
pseudo-religion.

The road of Providence led to a
religious-goods store, where Father’s
family went to buy Scapular medals.
There, they met the proprietress who
introduced them to Tradition. Then they
met Fr. Fred Schell, S.J., an independ-
ent Traditional priest trained in St.
Mary’s, Kansas, when the Jesuits were
still in residence. He did much to steer
the Webber family in the right direction
by means of sound catechesis and doc-
trine. The family also started going to

an evening study group, which Fr. Webber
considered one of the most important ele-
ments in his coming to
Tradition, and ultimate-
ly to the priesthood.
[Father Schell is still
active in the ministry,
operating out of a large
independent priory in
Southern California.]

In Father’s junior
year of high school, his
parents decided to move
away from the danger-
ous Newchurch to live
what Father calls “the
Christ life” – praying,
learning and living the
Faith as it has been
passed down for 2,000
years. Fr. attended St. Mary’s Academy in
Kansas in his senior year, following in the
footsteps of Father Schell before him. Here,
surrounded by the true Mass and the true
Sacraments, the seeds of Father’s priestly
vocation were cultivated. He stresses the
importance of the Catholic education and
community life at St. Mary’s, as well as the
truth and doctrine upon which they are
based. Father’s time in St. Mary’s, though of
a short duration, was a tremendous help in
his journey to the priesthood.

Father was attracted to the priesthood
by “the orderly life” which always appealed
to him and “the power the priest has to bring

peace to a soul, the power of God to

God in a very special way, now Fr.
Burfitt begins his life as one of God’s
chosen ministers, ordained to act in the
Person of Christ. By this means he will
strive to save his soul and all the souls
entrusted to him by Divine
Providence.

I have been created to
know, love and serve
God and, by this

means, to save my soul.”
Herein lies the answer to
the universal question of
man regarding his ulti-
mate destiny. At a young
age Fr. Trevor Burfitt recalls his father
advising him to dwell on this very point.
The impression of this timely piece of
advice had a profound impact upon Father’s
young mind and is still as impressive for
him today as it was then. 

Father grew up on a farm in
Washington state. He was there afforded the
blessing of being close to the land, and he
developed a deep appreciation for the sim-

“

The ordinands lie prostrate before the
altar, invoking the intercession of the

Blessed during the Litany of the Saints.

Rev Fr. Steven Webber

plicity and beauty of nature. His family con-
verted to the Faith when he was five years
old. Father began considering the priesthood
when he was twelve. He points to the influ-
ence of Fr. Blanco, an independent priest
from Costa Rica, who provided an inspira-
tional example of gentleness and generosity. 

Eventually Fr. Burfitt’s family discov-
ered the Society and became parishioners at
Immaculate Conception Chapel in Post
Falls, ID. By this time the delicate vocation-
seedling – still sprouting – was in urgent
need of good soil in order to stay alive and
grow.

Fr. Burfitt recalls the tremendous
impact of the SSPX boys’camps, where he
says he felt “at home” among the priests and
seminarians. The camps, Father explains,

provided an outlet for him to
live his Faith without shame
in the midst of others who
were grateful for this same
opportunity. These short, two-
week excursions away from a
world hostile to God’s calling,
provided supernatural suste-
nance to give young Fr.
Burfitt’s hopes incentive to
keep growing. 

Father spent two very
critical formative years in
Post Falls as an assistant
teacher. In this time, he was

save souls through the priest.” Immediately
after graduating in 1996, he entered the

Seminary.
Father notes that the

Novus Ordo “seriously
endangers the salvation of
numerous souls.”  There is
“an objective truth” which
is lost upon the
Conciliarists, who have no
idea that the Faith centers
around “the true
Sacrifice of the
Mass and doc-
trine,” sorely
wanting in the
Newchurch.
What Father
sees lacking in
the Novus

Ordo is the true nature of the
priesthood lost amidst the spirit
of the world. Sacrifice must be
the center of every priest’s life,
“to follow Our Lord crucified.
We don’t live for this life.” 

As Father goes out to
expend his youthful energies for the
life to come, we pray for his spiritual
success. Much good can be accomplished
by a priest knowing and living the true
realities of life when the majority around
him have forgotten them.

“Receive the power to offer
Mass.” Fr. Webber, his hands
anointed and bound, touches

the chalice and paten.

Br. Marcel, one of
the busiest men in

Winona on ordination
day, is caught on film
between his own shots.

Rev. Fr. Trevor Burfitt

Fr. Frank Kurtz assists Fr. Webber
at the celebration of his First Mass.

Fr. Burfitt’ s chasuble is still tied up in
the back, denoting the restriction on his

exercise of the Priesthood which will soon
be lifted by the Bishop when Father

makes his promise of obedience.

▲

Fr. Burfitt reserves his First
Blessing for his own father.

▲



Souls cannot be saved
without priests,”
replied Fr. Brendan

Arthur when asked why he
had entered the seminary.
“What greater work could
there be than leading souls
to Heaven?”

Fr. Arthur, a born and bred Australian,
has been in Tradition all his life. His parents
raised him with loving discipline, without
which he says, he could never have perse-
vered through the Seminary. “After grace, I
have to attribute my vocation to my dear
parents. Words cannot express my gratitude
to them.” It was only after beginning to
serve Mass that Father’s interest in the
Catholic Faith steadily grew. As he began to
spend more time with the priests, he saw
how much work they had. “I reflected upon
the great need
for priests, and
simply asked,
why not me?”

Entering
Holy Cross
Seminary in
Australia, Father
commenced his
first three years
of ecclesiastical
studies, after
which he trav-
eled to a priory
in Holland
where he worked
alongside the
priests of the
Society for two
years [see VERBUM#77]. “This was a great
experience as I was able to witness the
priestly apostolate firsthand, with its joys
and its difficulties. I have no doubt that my
experience in the Netherlands will prove
advantageous in the future.” In 1999, Fr.
Arthur arrived at St. Thomas Aquinas
Seminary where he completed his priestly
formation.

Father will miss his friends on Stockton
Hill, but he is eager to enter the jungle of the
modern world and commence his struggle

for souls. He does
not expect to find
society sympathet-
ic to Catholic
standards of faith
and morality, but
he is not discour-
aged. “The great-
est source of grace
has been placed in
the hands of the

priest – the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.
Even when all human efforts fail, the Mass
will always remain the priest’s trump card
for the saving of souls. Our Lord has
become a willing hostage whom the priest
shows daily to the Father to obtain that ran-
som of souls.”

For those considering a religious voca-
tion, Father urges them to combat the indi-
vidualistic ideas of the world, and dare to
aspire for a life beyond natural ambitions.
“Men and women must realize that God
chooses whomsoever He wills. A priestly or
religious calling is a great gift, and conse-
quently implies not only gratitude for the
invitation, but a responsibility to accept it.”
For young Catholics uncertain of God’s will,
Father encourages them to attend Mass fre-
quently and pray to Our Blessed Mother.
“Only at Calvary shall we learn the meaning
of sacrifice. Self-oblation is much easier
when we see to what lengths Our Lord has
gone before us. Our Lady is the Mother and
Protectress of vocations; if we place our-
selves under her mantle, she will not leave
us in the dark for long.”

“ as good as or better than the seminarians.
May God bless his priestly ministry and

may he visit us some day soon!

[Editors Note: Rev. Fr. Brendan Arthur was
ordained by H.E. Bishop Richard Williamson
two weeks after the Winona ordinations in
Melbourne, Australia, on July 6th.]

Fr. Arthur’s keen wit and natural affa-
bility will be greatly missed in Winona
where seminarians will remember him as a
constant source of optimism and support.
But all are consoled by the fact that his tal-
ents will be employed for the greater glory
of God.

As a side note, future parishioners of Fr.
Arthur should
prepare to be
trained profes-
sionally in the art
of Gregorian
chant. As the
Seminary’s for-
mer Schola
Director, Father
will not likely be content
until his parishioners sound

Four new Deacons
were ordained “to

preach and to baptize.”
(Pontificale Romanum)
left to right: Rev. Messrs.
Thomas Hufford, Gary
Holden, Scott Gardner

and Isaac Moats

▲

Bishop Williamson anoints
Fr. Arthur’s hands with the Oil
of Catechumens as the "Veni,

Creator Spiritus" is sung.

▲

Rev. Fr. Brendan Arthur

Some Dominican Sisters were able to
put together a small chorus of young

ladies to sing polyphonic motets during
the distribution of Holy Communion.

▲
Fr. Arthur cele-

brates his First Solemn
Mass at Our Lady’s
Church, Hampton,
Victoria (Australia).

▲

The Seminary’s volunteers try to
keep their cool in the face of hundreds

of hungry diners in the picnic tent.

▲

Br. Gerard, the Seminary’s resident
gardener, takes a break from the
ordination activities to inspect his

blossoming cucumber patch.

Sisters of the
Society of St. Pius X

and Dominican Sisters
from Post Falls

occupied the first
rows in the tent. Their
numbers and devotion
were edifying to all.

▲

Visit of the
First Assistant

“Receive the Holy Ghost unto power.”
Rev. Mr. Thomas Hufford receives

the imposition of the Bishop’s hand, the
sacramental matter of the Diaconate.

Knitting together threads in the
Society’s worldwide apostolate, Fr.
Franz Schmidberger spent a week

at the Seminary this past April. As First
Assistant to the Society’s Superior General,
one of Father’s chief
duties is to keep a finger
on the pulse of Society
priories around the
globe. This responsibili-
ty keeps him constantly
on the go, covering
innumerable miles every
year by air, land, foot
and even horseback!
For, in a digital age that
connects by telephone
and video, the Society
still places a high priori-
ty on face to face com-
munication.

Father divided his
time in Winona between
observing the physical workings of the
Seminary and speaking to members of the
community. When the Superior General vis-
its Winona, he schedules time to visit with
each seminarian personally. This year
marked the first time that Fr. Schmidberger
was able to do the same. Every house mem-
ber had the opportunity to speak briefly with
him, airing concerns and learning the
Society’s policy and viewpoint on specific
questions. With the rela-
tionship between Rome and
the wide spectrum of tradi-
tionally-minded groups
constantly shifting, Fr.
Schmidberger laid out the
Society’s position and
clearly explained the rea-
sons for its Superior’s
stand.

Echoing the talk which
Bishop Fellay gave to semi-
narians when he visited the
Seminary in March, Fr.
Schmidberger reminded the
community of the details
leading up to the Society’s
refusal to negotiate with
Romans who would prom-

ise nothing substantial to Tradition. “If we
move into discussions without a concrete
proposal from Rome, trusting only in vague
conditions which depend upon the contin-
gent future, we will surely slip to the left, as

every other Traditional group has
done before us. In order to trust,
we need something solid from
Rome.” While continuing to battle
for Tradition, however, Father
emphasized that “we must main-
tain at any price our spirit of
attachment to Rome.”  This
attachment, he said, must be not
only in theory but in practice as
well. “Pray every day for the
Pope, our father. Pray for priests,
that they recognize and reject
error and come back to the Truth.”

In summing up the rea-
sons why it is vital for the SSPX
clergy to remain true to the
Church, Father also spoke of the

joys which the Church’s priesthood brings,
joys which can be lost in these days of hos-
tility towards degraded religious life.
“Understand the priesthood, love the priest-
hood,” Father exhorted. “The priest carries
Christ in his hands; this is why he exists – to
be a mediator. He brings Christ to an abject
people, he pours out the life of grace and
enables the world to carry on.” Onward and,
we pray, upward rather than downward.

Fr. Franz Schmidberger is
seriously interested in the
Catholic Priesthood. Here
he gives a spiritual confer-

ence on that subject.

Fr. Wildfeuer, who visited the Seminary from Germany
this spring, is an avid flautist. Here he entertains

seminarians with a piece by Haydn.


