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June 19, 2004. Stockton Hill. Four ordi-
nands clothed in white albs and wearing
their deacon’s stole await the reception

of three new powers: to bless, to offer up the
Holy Sacrifice, to forgive sins. These are not
“super” powers for some fantasy world, but
supernatural powers for the very real world
in which each of us passes his life. Six years
of preparation have pointed to this day: gru-
eling examinations, hours of prayer, the joys
and difficulties of community life. Each
aspect of their life on Stockton Hill has con-
tributed to the slow work of remaking these
seminarians into other Christs, men apt to
receive the sacred character, but the final
stroke of the craftsman is left for the ordina-
tion ceremony.

Before Bishop Richard Williamson
communicates these powers, however, he and
Holy Mother Church want to make certain
that the recipients are worthy. “As far as I
can judge,”he says in Latin to the 2,000
faithful gathered, “their life has been of
approved goodness and pleasing to God.
However, lest one or a few be mistaken, we
must hear the opinion of many. Testify as to
their fitness for the Priesthood. If anyone has
anything against them, let him confidently
come forward and speak”(All citations from
the Roman Pontifical).

After a short pause, His Excellency
begins a long instruction to the ordinands.
They must receive this high station with
great fear. Above all, they must show in
themselves holiness of life: heavenly wis-
dom, an irreproachable character, well-
grounded love of God and neighbor, inviolate
purity, mortification of members.

His exhortation complete, the Bishop is
ready to make them priests. Each of the ordi-
nands comes forward, kneels and bows his
head. The Bishop brings his hands down on a
deacon and lifts them from the head of a
priest. Many other priests from all over the
country and continent imitate the Bishop’s
action. The faithful remain hushed in silence
during this long interlude, as consecrated
hand after consecrated hand falls on the
new priests.

With the solemn moment complete, the
Bishop takes up three prayers for the newly
ordained from the Pontifical. After these ora-
tions, asking God to multiply His gifts upon
the new Levites, the ordinands approach for
the investiture with the priestly vestments.

Up to this point, they have carried the chasu-
ble over their right arms, while their deacon’s
stole has rested on their left shoulder, being
joined at the waist on their right side. The
Bishop takes their stole and puts it on them in
the form of a cross. “Receive the yoke of the
Lord.” Then their chasubles are unfolded and
placed over their heads, while they still
remain tied up at the back. “Receive the
priestly vestment, by which charity is signi-
fied.” “Deo gratias!” the ordinands reply.

All kneel and the Bishop once again
turns to prayer. “O Lord, pour out Thy gra-
cious blessing upon these Thy servants. May
they show forth in their persons justice, con-
stancy, mercy, for-
titude and all
other virtues ...
and may they rise
on the day of
God’s just and
final judgment full
of the Holy Ghost,
as perfect men.”

The candi-
dates have been
made priests and now pos-
sess the three powers that
will form the heart of their
work. Holy Mother

Church, however, wishes to use special rites
to express the bestowal of these powers.
Bishop Williamson intones the “Veni Creator
Spiritus,” asking the Holy Ghost to descend
with His sevenfold gifts. The hymn com-
plete, he dips his thumb into the Oil of
Catechumens consecrated on Holy Thursday,
and anoints both palms of the ordinands. “O
Lord, consecrate and sanctify these hands by
this unction and our blessing, that whatsoev-
er they shall bless may be blessed, and
whatsoever they shall consecrate may be
consecrated and sanctified.”

Immediately, the hands of the ordinands
are bound with a long white linen cloth, the

manutergium. They return
to the altar and the Bishop
presents a chalice with a
paten and host. With the
ordinands touching these
instruments, he says,
“Receive the power to
offer sacrifice to God and
to celebrate Mass for the

living as well
as for the
dead.”

After these
rites pertain-
ing to the
powers to
bless and to
offer Mass,
the
Ordination
Mass contin-

ues. Bishop Williamson, however, now has
other ministers joining him. The new priests,
kneeling in the sanctuary, are offering their
first Mass with him. They pronounce each
word of the sacred prayers in unison with His
Excellency. “Hoc est enim Corpus Meum.”
These words, pronounced so many times
before in practice Masses, now have a real
efficacy, through the new power of their
priestly character. A few moments later, they
go up to the altar to receive Communion. The
Bishop gives each new priest one of the
Hosts which they themselves have consecrat-
ed with him during the Mass.

With the reception of Holy Communion,
the ordinands’ union with the Bishop has
been expressed in the most significant way.
Yet Holy Mother Church wishes to strength-

en this bond even further. The Bishop intones
responsories taken from the Last Supper,
which the schola continues: “I will not now
call you servants but my friends. You are my
friends, if you do the things that I command
you. Receive in you the Holy Ghost, the
Paraclete.”Then the Bishop, facing the
newly ordained, recites with them a
Profession of Faith, the Apostles’ Creed.
They have professed the same Faith; they
have been united in the same sacrifice.

The ordinands come up to the altar for
the final time. The third power that they have
received, the power to forgive sins, must be
signified. Bishop Williamson lays his hands
on them once more: “Receive the Holy
Ghost; whose sins you shall forgive, they
are forgiven them; and whose sins you shall
retain, they are retained.”Their chasubles
are untied and fall to their full length, signi-
fying their reception of the power to absolve.

Their union with the Bishop lacks one
important element to be complete: a solemn
promise of obedience. Taking their hands in
his, the Bishop looks them in the eyes and
asks on behalf of the Church, “Do you prom-
ise your bishop reverence and obedience?”
“I promise.” The Bishop gives each the kiss
of peace, saying, “The peace of the Lord be
always with thee.”

The Mass is drawing to a close. In four
short hours, the souls of the new priests have
been transformed. To all appearances, they
are the same men. They have the same voic-
es, facial expressions and mannerisms. Their
souls, however, are very different – they are
now channels of three powerful graces: the
powers to bless, to consecrate and to
sanctify. The procession wends its way
back to the chapel. Holy Mother Church
can no longer restrain Her joy. The Te
Deum, Her ultimate hymn of praise,
echoes through the heavens as a sublime
finish to an awe-inspiring ceremony. “We
praise thee, O God. The heavens and the
earth are full of the majesty of Thy
glory. O Lord, save Thy people,
and bless Thine inheritance, and
govern them, and exalt them
forever. Amen.”

Three Powers
With the reception of the sacerdotal
character, new priests assume three

powers, each of which is signified with
specific rites during the ordination

ceremony: the power to bless, by the
application of the Oil of Catechumens

to the ordinands’ hands; the power to con-
secrate the Holy Eucharist, by the touching
of a chalice with paten and host; and the
power to sanctify men in the sacrament of
Penance, by an imposition of hands and
the untying of the ordinands’ chasubles.



Archbishop Lefebvre once
said that every vocation
in modern times is noth-

ing less than a miracle. In a world
that is constantly developing new
ways to distract us from pursuing God’s
Will, this statement seems truer with each
passing year. Rev. Fr. Joseph Lester certainly
feels the miraculous nature of his vocation.

Having attended the public schools for
ten years in Biloxi, Mississippi, Fr. Lester
had the natural aspira-
tions of any young
man. His talent for
soccer and his good
marks made it possible
for him to choose
from any number of
scholarships, and he
relished the thought of
college and a career.
Yet this was not meant
to be.

At the end of his
sophomore year, Fr.
Lester attended his
first Ignatian Retreat.
After the five days of
silence and recollec-
tion ended, he began
to view things in a dif-
ferent light. The retreat led him to St.
Mary’s, Kansas, where he completed his
junior year at the Academy. Acclimating to
the new rules and standards of a Catholic
school posed many challenges in the begin-
ning, but with much determination and the
active workings of grace, Father finished his
senior year – a year which he calls “the hap-
piest time of my life.” It was during his time
at St. Mary’s, under the guidance of Fr.
Anglès and after making another Ignatian
Retreat, that Fr. Lester made the greatest
decision of his life: to offer himself to
God at the Seminary and, if it was
God’s Will, to become a priest.

Fr. Lester’s first year at
the Seminary was “difficult
and filled with many
crosses.” In spite of his
troubles, he persevered,

his eyes always fixed upon his
goal. In the midst of his Seminary
formation, Fr. Lester was forced

to take a three year sabbatical at
St. Mary’s, due to illness. He calls

this sabbatical “a blessing in disguise.”
He spent his time there teaching Latin, cate-
chism and chant to the school boys. Besides
the joy of returning to his adopted home,
Father says that he gained much by living in
close proximity to the priests and observing

the day-to-day workings of
a large parish and school.

In the Fall of 2002, Fr.
Lester returned to the
Seminary to complete his
formation. After two years
filled with prayer, study,
soccer and tutoring, June
19, 2004 brought Father to
the end of his Seminary for-
mation – and the beginning
of his priestly life. “The
journey is only just starting.
Now the real work
begins…”

Father fully realizes the
challenges which await him
in the apostolate and he
admits that he will miss the
“security blanket” which the

Seminary afforded him. “In the Seminary,
we’re protected from worldly temptations
and distractions, and it’s easy to get used to
that. But after a few years, we’re thrown out
into the arena. We can only rely on God’s
help to stand against the pervasive spirit of
the world. The moment we think we can do
it on our own, we will surely fall.”

Fr. Lester encourages all those consid-
ering a vocation to pray for a spirit of gen-
erosity. “The modern spirit lives entirely for
its own sake, completely selfish and small-

souled. What is needed for vocations is a
spirit of selflessness – a spirit that

wakes up every day and is ready to
give itself to God.” May God
grant that this spirit be communi-
cated to all who come under
Father’s care.

I n the storehouse of St.
Augustine’s treasures of lit-
erary expression one finds

the following sentence: “Where
there is love there is no labor, and
where there is labor it is loved.” For
Rev. Fr. Gabriel Magaña, it was the love of
labor followed by the love of learning that
yielded the successful discernment of his
priestly vocation. 

As a youngster growing up in the
countryside just outside of Fresno,
California, Fr. Magaña learned at an early
age the value of hard work. He began work-
ing with his father and brothers in the fields
at the tender age of five. “Sometimes,” he
says, “we rose at 4 a.m. to begin the irriga-
tion, and then returned to the work after
school. For a while, even my mother was
out there helping us.”

Following the best of Mexican
Catholic tradition, the Magaña family even-
tually reached thirteen members. Toiling
together in poverty, they were blessed with
a priceless family bond. Fr. Magaña notes
that part of the reason why modern youth
do not pursue vocations is because they
have no notion of making sacrifices, some-
thing that is second nature to members of a
large family. However, a spirit of sacrifice
divorced from a knowledge of Catholic
principles is sterile. Thankfully for Fr.
Magaña, the Faith was planted and nour-
ished from his early youth. His mother
made sure they prayed the Rosary
daily as a family, while his father
gave the children catechetical
instruction. 

At twenty years of age, Fr.
Magaña was already established as
a professional photographer and by
twenty-five he had his own busi-
ness. “I had everything, but life
seemed empty and without pur-
pose. The world was not giving me
the joy which only God can give.”
Challenges on fundamental points
of the Faith sparked in him the
desire to read good Catholic books.
This was just the pure water he
needed to revitalize the catechetical
seeds sown in his early youth. The

active study of the Faith began to
occupy much of his time. It was
when Father went on an Ignatian

retreat that he first started to think
seriously about a vocation. He could

see clearly the end for which he had
been created and the gratitude that he owed
Our Lord. He knew that he should pursue
the priesthood. 

When Fr. Magaña first arrived at the
Seminary, he was impressed by the life cen-
tered around the Sacrifice of the Mass. It was
a new home where he could hone in on holi-
ness. He was happy to be able to apply him-
self full time to the pursuit of God, and even
perform some of the same jobs that he had in
the world. The Seminary put his love of labor
to work in many different departments,
including the schola, monthly mail outs,
Seminary archives, the copy room and, of
course, photography.

It is to Our Lady that Father attributes
the grace of hearing the call, selling all and
following Our Lord. He is grateful when he
considers God’s patience in calling him to
work in His vineyard at a “late” hour. He
knows that, in the measure that he is united
to Christ, his future will involve much labor
and sacrifice. This time, he will be irrigating
fields planted by Our Lord Himself in a toil
more demanding than that of his youth. May
God grant that the graces newly communi-
cated through Fr. Magaña’s consecrated
hands yield an abundant harvest for the Faith.

After celebrating his first
Mass, Rev. Fr. Magaña
gives a first blessing.

Rev. Fr. Lester washes his
hands during the Lavabo

of his first Mass.

Gabriel Magaña

Joseph Lester



Iowe a great debt of gratitude
to the Society of St. Pius X,
not only for my seminary for-

mation, but also for the education
and environment that the Society has
provided me throughout my life. I am a
product of the Society, through and
through,” says Rev. Fr. Michael Edward
Goldade. Arriving with his family in St.
Mary’s, Kansas from North Dakota at the
age of five, Father attended St. Mary’s
Academy from the 1st through the 12th
grades. After graduation, he considered col-
lege, but decided to offer himself to God at
the Seminary first.
He credits the influ-
ence for this deci-
sion not only to the
fine priests and
teachers at St.
Mary’s, but also the
other opportunities
available at the
school. Two espe-
cially important
influences were his
work as a sacristan,
which made service
at the altar an ever-
present reality, and
two Ignatian retreats
made during his
high school years. It
was during these
retreats that Fr.
Goldade came to
consider what St. Ignatius meant by the
“magnanimity of spirit” with which we
should seek to serve God.

Although this Ignatian magnanimity
was the ideal he was attempting to follow
in coming to the Seminary, Father admits
that his entry was also accompanied by
“natural” and even “selfish” motives. “I
came hoping to find a ‘niche’ for myself –
something to do with my life – but not
really understanding that no one becomes a
priest for himself or because of himself. It
is purely something that God calls one to
do.” Father hopes that any young man who
might be considering a vocation does not
talk himself out of coming to the Seminary

because he does not think he has
sufficient reasons for coming.

“The experience of trying one’s
vocation,” he says, “is the best
way of discerning whether or
not one hasa vocation. Few

men, if any, enter the Seminary
fully understanding what the priest-

hood is, so our initial motives for entering
do not have to be the most informed. We
must, however, have the will to give our-
selves generously to God and let Him
guide us where He wants us to go.” 

Fr. Goldade contributed greatly to the
liturgical life of the Seminary as schola
director and organist. He says that sacred

music and liturgical chant are “gifts given
to us by the Church for the instruction and
piety of Her children.” He hopes that he can
share his love of good music with his future
parishioners in order to counteract the influ-
ence of pop music which, he says is “with-
out any doubt the most destructive tool of
the modern, ‘pop’ culture.”

As he anticipates the challenges of car-
rying out his priestly apostolate in the world
of the 21st century, Father Goldade reflects
on a sentence written by St. Robert
Bellarmine in 1602: “I am a feeble work-
man called at the eleventh hour to tend this
vineyard, which looks only too like a jun-
gle.” Although the challenges facing the
priest faithful to Tradition might seem
daunting today, Fr. Goldade knows that it is
precisely by that fidelity to Tradition and by
responding to the promptings of God with
great magnanimity of spirit that he will be
able to carry out the priestly tasks that God,
in His infinite mercy, has entrusted to him.

I t is a special grace in today’s
world to spend one’s entire
childhood in a traditional

Catholic environment. Rev. Fr.
Mark David Thomas was one of those
so blessed. His parents began attending
Mass at a Society chapel in the 1970s. At
the time, there was no grade school near
their home in Post Falls, Idaho, so they
decided to move to St.
Mary’s, Kansas. They
were determined that
their eight children
would receive a thor-
oughly Catholic edu-
cation. Their sixth
child, the future Fr.
Thomas, completed all
twelve years of his
primary and second-
ary schooling at St.
Mary’s Academy. 

Father asserts that
this education was the
most vital component
in preparing him for a
calling to the priest-
hood: “Archbishop Lefebvre placed great
emphasis on Catholic schools. He repeated-
ly stated that vocations and Christian fami-
lies would spring from these schools. So
many Society priests and religious owe their
vocations to the Archbishop’s foresight on
this issue.”

Another important factor in Fr.
Thomas’s vocation was his love of the litur-
gy. He began serving Mass in the third grade
and, during his high school years, he played
an increasingly active role in the rich liturgi-
cal life at St. Mary’s. The many hours he
spent preparing for these various sacred
functions prepared Fr. Thomas well
for his future role as head MC at
St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary. 

The path to a vocation,
however, is never entirely
smooth. Despite his sound

Catholic education and his close
contact with the liturgy, Fr.
Thomas admits that he almost

lost his focus before graduation.
He became too involved in sports,

and his interest in academics and his
desire to do God’s will began to slip.
Fortunately, Providence intervened. “I was
injured and forced to sit out my senior sea-

son. I had been getting
carried away with ath-
letics, but with this dis-
traction out of my way
I started to apply
myself in my classes
again and to give seri-
ous thought to the
Seminary. Our Lady
was making sure that I
stayed on the path She
had chosen for me. Her
influence was manifest
even through apparent-
ly inconvenient circum-
stances.” 

In summing up the
story of his vocation,

Fr. Thomas says, “I owe much to my grand-
father, not only because it was he who
brought my family to the SSPX, but also for
his good example. He was a man of faith,
and I relied on him for his wisdom and
encouragement both through my years in St.
Mary’s and through my years at the
Seminary. He looked forward to seeing me
ascend the altar as a priest, but God called
him to his reward last year.”

Indeed, Fr. Thomas insists on giving
credit to all who played a part in his vocation.
“There is nothing special about me. I was just
a typical traditional Catholic boy who was
blessed with a good family, an excellent
school, and the example of many Society

priests and sisters. It is through ordinary
means that God prepares ordinary

souls for extraordinary vocations.
That is how it is meant to be.”

Rev. Fr. Thomas
bestows a first blessing
on the assistant priest
of his first Mass, Rev.
Fr. Christopher Danel.

“

David Thomas

Michael Goldade

Rev. Fr. Goldade was a pupil of the sisters of the SSPX
for many years in St. Marys, Kansas. Pictured here in the
white veil is his own sister, Sister Jeanne Noël, who has

followed her older brother into the religious life.



Each June, after the glorious climax of
the priestly ordinations, young clerics
leave their seminary home and enter

into fields quite different from the intense
studies and day-to-day
routine of the academic
year. They embark on a
summer apostolate,
traveling around the
country and beyond to
assist at boys’ camps, in
priories and at the sides
of priests and faithful.

During the summer
of 2002, Rev. Mr. Scott
Gardner and Mr. Gabriel
Magaña (now Fr. Gardner
and Fr. Magaña) were entrusted with a
unique mission: the daring challenge to drive
all over the United States and part of Canada
in order to seek out and interview a stalwart
handful of non-Society priests who have
remained faithful to the Tridentine Mass.

The Seminary conceived this ambitious
project with the aim of compiling a book to
be sent to every priest in North America. The
collection of interviews would act as a pow-
erful example for a battered clergy, speaking
to them of the priesthood, its real exercise
and its vital core: the celebration of the True
Mass. Hopefully, readers would draw
strength and insight from these priestly mod-
els, be encouraged to continue their own
fight to practice and preserve their priest-
hood, and even start celebrating the
Traditional Mass.

In the fall of 2001, Fr. Gardner began
preparations. The U.S. District Headquarters
of the Society, then under Fr. Peter Scott,
volunteered a list of possible priests to be
visited. This information was used to make
contacts and schedule interviews. Since such
an intense project required more than one
seminarian’s energies, Rev. Mr. Magaña was
enlisted to help conduct interviews, take
photos, share the driving and give the moral
and spiritual support vital for success … and
sanity.

The interviews were not a mere formali-
ty, for otherwise they could have all been
done over the phone. The seminarians want-
ed to meet these devoted churchmen face to
face, to capture in words the reasons for their
fidelity to the Traditional Mass, and to pres-
ent these reasons to the widest possible audi-
ence of Novus Ordopriests. One cannot love
what one does not know. A book of inter-
views of several individualpriests might be
able to communicate what living the one true
priesthood of Our Lord Jesus Christ means,
and the wonders and joys that accompany it.

After over a year of careful planning,
the project finally hit the road. Each of the
priests to be interviewed had quite a history
behind him, and many were already ordained
and in their ministries when the changes that
came in the wake of Vatican II swept
through the Church. The primary focus of
the interviews was the Mass, which plays the
central role in every priest’s life. Thousands
upon thousands of priests are saying the
New Mass, so the question was immediately
asked, “Why have you chosen to celebrate

the Latin Rite?” The responses did not
smack of nostalgia or personal caprice, but
communicated a crisp clarity of vision and
profound insights. They celebrate the Old

Latin Rite instead of the new because the
former is the true and full expression of

the Church’s liturgy and doc-
trine, a sacrifice offered
to God in adoration,
thanksgiving, petition
and reparation. As priests,
they were ordained to be
mediators between God
and man, to offer sacrifice
in the name of the Church.
The True Mass expresses,

embodies, personifies this role: in a sense,
it is their priesthood; their priesthood is for
that Mass. As the liturgy of the Church
transformed and pressure grew for novel
changes to be accepted, these priests decided
to take a stand. They chose to celebrate
exclusively the Traditional Mass despite
enormous pressure to surrender to the inno-
vations.

Frs. Gardner and Magaña’s voyage last-
ed 36 days. Setting out from the Seminary in
muggy Winona, Minnesota, they went east
to New Jersey, then south into the panhandle
of Florida. From there, they coasted west
into Oklahoma and across until finally
emerging in California. It was then north to
Canada where they sojourned briefly in
Nanaimo, British Columbia, before returning
to California. From there, they took the long
journey back home to Winona. They had
traveled nearly 12,500 miles and had spent
an average of six hours a day behind the
wheel. Along the way, they stayed in the
dwellings of their generous priestly hosts or
in accommodating SSPX priories. When on
the road, both breakfast and lunch came out
of a cooler and consisted mainly of cold
sandwiches and potato chips. Once a day,
however, they made sure to stop to have a
hot meal and stretch their legs. Driving was
a joint effort with the seminarian off duty
attending to his spiritual duties. Silence gen-
erally prevailed, but there were also occa-
sions for conversation, reflection on the task
at hand, or relaxing with a piece of
classical music.

The grueling journey com-
plete, Phase Two of the work
began. During the fall of 2002, the
interviews were transcribed and Fr.
Gardner huddled up to the warm
glow of a computer screen to edit
each one for length, while striving to
preserve the integrity and flow of
ideas of the whole. After an intense two
months, the proofs for each session
were finally ready to be sent out to each
respective priest for approval. 

Once permission to reproduce the inter-
views was obtained from the priests
involved, the book was approved by the new
U.S. district superior, Fr. John Fullerton, and
the finished hardcopy was submitted to
Angelus Pressfor publication. Featuring 16
interviews, the book emerged with the
provocative, reciprocal questions, “Priest
where is thy Mass? Mass where is thy

Priest?” as its sobering title. The bold plan
was to mail a free copy of the book to every
Catholic priest in the United States.

Incredibly, this was done in the space of
five days – from February 9th to 13th. The
shifts were mercilessly strung together into
20 hour workdays that processed the
required 46,000 copies for America’s clergy
through the mail house. Every cleric, from
deacons to cardinals, was sent a copy. Inside
these special issue books was a reply card
that encouraged interested recipients to mail
it back in order to receive at no charge a
generous supplementary information packet
which includes a Missal insert of the
Ordinary of the Tridentine Mass, altar cards,
instructions on the use of the missal and altar

cards, a 120-minute instructional video
depicting the celebration of Mass and a cata-
logue of traditional Catholic publications.

Although the long trip and sheaves of
paperwork were taxing upon them both, Frs.
Gardner and Magaña are satisfied with the
results and grateful for the chance to have
met and talked with the various priests along
their way. Firm in their conviction and vision
that the faithful celebration of the true Mass
is the road to recovery for the modern world,
both agree that they would readily undertake
the exhausting but triumphant assignment
again: “If even one priest comes back to tra-
dition and to the celebration of the
Tridentine Mass – which will ultimately lead
to the salvation of souls – then it was all
worth it.” The project has already elicited
325 requests for the free information packet
from priests in the United States.
Meanwhile, request cards are starting to
come in from Canada, where 3,700 priests
each received the book early this summer.
Overall, this colossal endeavor represents a
milestone in the Society’s work to uphold
and propogate Tradition in America.

On a final note, when Fr. Gardner was
ordained at the end of the 2002/03 scholastic
year, he was assigned to the U.S. District
House in order to assume the unique role of
acting as a contact to speak with and receive
priests seeking more information about the
Tridentine Mass and the Traditions of the
Church. This new book, having been
received in literally thousands of rectories
across America, will hopefully act as a cata-
lyst in giving Father a fruitful apostolate, and
will help him to live his own priesthood by
helping other priests live theirs.

Rev. Fr. Gardner (left) and Rev. Fr.
Magaña traveled over 12,000 miles by car
during the summer of 2002 to interview
priests faithful to the Tridentine Mass.

The fruits of their labors: a book printed
by Angelus Press and sent to 46,000
priests in the U.S., of which over 325

have requested information to help them
begin saying the True Mass.

Tour of Faith: The Making of the “Priest Book”

Long before the book “Priest where is thy Mass? Mass where is thy Priest?”went to
the printers, Angelus Pressconceived the idea to prepare a supplementary information
packet for all Novus Ordoclergy interested in the Latin Mass. Any priest who mailed

back the reply card would receive a kit which was to include a 120-minute instructional video
explaining the celebration of Low Mass. 

There was just one problem. The instructional video had been recorded in January of
1984 with Fr. Wolfgang Goettler and was showing obvious signs of its age.
The color was drab, the audio was scratchy and the cuts were less than per-
fect. After weeks of deliberation, it was decided that there could be only one
solution. Anewvideo would have to be made. This time it would be done

using digital equipment and professional audio mastering by Bart
Biechele of St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary Tapes, an organization
founded in 1996 under Bishop Williamson for the publication of
sermons, conferences and videos.

The video was recorded in the Seminary’s main chapel in
mid-October of 2003. Three separate digital camcorders were situ-

ated at different angles in the chapel and extra lights were added to
give the necessary camera lighting on the altar. Fr. Goettler again assumed

his starring role as the instructor, explaining step-by-step the meaning and importance
behind all of the words and rubrics of the Tridentine Mass. The recording lasted the entire
morning and much of the afternoon. By the end of the day, a weary Fr. Goettler descended
from the altar. His work was done; the recording was complete.

Satisfied with the results, Mr. Biechele loaded up his van and returned to his office in
Kansas City where he began the tedious work of splicing, dubbing, and rendering the final
cut. After innumerable hours in front of his computer monitor, Mr. Biechele delivered the
movie to a local production studio for duplication. Five hundred VHS tapes were made and
delivered to the Angelus Press. The new videos were bundled in the “tradition kit,” ready to
be mailed to any priest desiring to learn more about the Traditional Mass.

The fruits of this project will be surely become manifest in the months to come as the
325 priests who mailed in their reply-card watch, learn and, God willing, saythe Latin Mass
for perhaps the first time. Dear faithful, join us in praying for the recipients of this package,
that God may give them the strength to follow His Divine Will.

Seminary Mass Video


