
midst the many studies, cere-
monies and events that take place
at the Seminary throughout the

academic year, the ordinations to the
Priesthood and Diaconate stand apart. That
culminating ceremony after final exams in
June marks Our Lord’s and His Church’s
acceptance of
the self-offer-
ing of the new
priests and dea-
cons. It is the
day that they
have had in
their mind’s
eye for six or
seven years,
meanwhile tak-
ing each day as
it comes, praying, working, studying. For
the rest of the seminarians, it is a reminder
of the vocation that is to be theirs if, by the
grace of God, they persevere. The priest is
a man who must work for the honor of
God in accordance with His grace, inde-
pendent of natural and, sometimes, super-
natural consolations.

In a sense, it does not matter what the
weather is like or how many people are on
Stockton Hill to witness the event. The
ordinations will take place independent of
any such variable factors. They have their
own intrinsic importance. Yet, after spend-
ing a year or two at the Seminary, every
seminarian has had the pleasure of meeting
some of the faithful who have come to
Ordinations and has heard stories of sacri-
fices made in order to assist at the Mass of
Ordination – or even just to remain faithful
Catholics. There is no seminarian who
walks away from these conversations with-
out being uplifted and inspired to persevere. 

This year, VERBUM wanted to share
some of those stories with its readers. Two
VERBUM reporters stole away from the
preparations on the day before the ceremo-
ny in order to ask some of the faithful visit-
ing the Seminary why they had come.

They first spotted a rather weary-look-
ing gentleman who introduced himself as
Mr. Herb Hanson from New Jersey. When

asked about the trip to Winona, Mr. Hanson
said, “We drove 1,247 miles in 27 hours …
straight through with 11 people and no air
conditioning. I’m tired, but we really
haven’t had any hitches this year. Two
years ago our van broke down, then last
year I nearly died after being bitten by a

brown recluse spider. But
these little things are nothing
compared to what happens
up here. We pray for priests
every day, so we want to
come here to support the
vocations we’re praying for.
We don’t have daily Mass in
New Jersey, so I try to get
my five boys around priests
and seminarians as much as
possible. I want to cultivate

vocations in my boys.”
Mr. Hanson’s desire for vocations in

his family was common among the faithful
visiting at Ordinations. Mrs. Cathy
Nienaber, from Kansas City, MO, has been
coming to Ordinations for the past eight
years and says, “One of the reasons we
come to Ordinations is because we hope to
inspire vocations
in our children.”
As Mr. Bernard
Janzen of Toronto,
Canada, said,
“With children’s
culture deteriorat-
ing, this is a good
place for tradi-
tional Catholics to
meet. Tradition is
like an extended
family. We come
here to see each
other and let our
children see other
children who are
growing up the
same way they
are.” Mrs. Mary
Machado of
Dickinson, TX,
summarized this thought by saying that the
trip to the Ordinations ceremony, “con-
tributes to the formation of children.”

An intrepid VERBUM reporter decided
to chance stepping onto the soccer field
amidst flying soccer balls and children in
order to see what the younger crowd
thought about the formation they were

receiving by visiting
Winona. As might
have been expected,
they had little to say
about this topic, but
much to say about
meeting and making
friends. When asked
about the long ceremo-
ny, none seemed to
mind. Peter Janzen
from Toronto said,
“My favorite part is
when the priests lie
down on the ground and offer themselves
to God.” Maximilian Barb also said he
loved the ceremonies and did not even so
much mind the two day trip from Post
Falls, ID: “I ate lots of crackers on the way
and tried to sleep.”

Even though the children on the soccer
field seemed to have much more energy
than their parents sitting on its periphery,
these adults were still feeling lively enough
to gather together in big, friendly groups
and catch up with each other – and speak
to reporters. Mr. Mike Stafford said, “It’s a
good retreat just being around other
Traditional Catholics who are living nor-
mal, balanced lives. It was a 20 hour drive
from Dickinson, TX, with no air condition-
ing, but it was worth it.” Mr. Steve Dailey
of Kansas City, MO, also pointed out the
value of being around so many other
Traditional Catholics: “We’ve been
coming since 1991. It’s edifying to
meet other Catholics and hear the
stories of the sacrifices they’ve made
to be here. Kids get to meet other
kids. We know of marriages that
have resulted from meeting here at
Ordinations. And now that my son is
here as a seminarian, I’ve got even
one more reason to come.”

Like every other person that the
VERBUM interviewed, Mr. Dailey
brought up the primary reason why
all the faithful make the trip to
Winona: “It’s the most beautiful
thing on earth to see the Ordination
ceremony. Words are inadequate to
describe it.” Mr. and Mrs. David
Perry from Cincinnati, OH, said,
“We came over from the Novus
Ordo. After we witnessed the Ordinations
ceremony for the first time, we realized
this is the Faith. If you don’t have this, you

don’t have life.” Mrs.
Cathy Senior of
Ridgefield, CT, spoke
of her gratitude for
new priests: “It’s
beautiful to see that
God still has mercy on
us. Without the sacra-
ments, we can’t save
our souls.” Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas Lake of
Fort Worth, TX, Fr.
Asher’s own chapel,
said, “When we drive

through the Seminary gates, we’re in a
completely different world. The graces that
are here are nowhere else to be found.”
Mr. Lake had been in the hospital earlier in
the week, but said, “We had to see Fr.
Asher’s ordination. I told the doctors, ‘I
am getting out of here today. I’ve got a
plane to catch.’”

Their own spirits uplifted by the edi-
fying words and example of these
Catholics and of so many others whose
words lack of space prevented from
appearing here, the seminarians returned
into the Seminary to finish preparing for
the ceremony. Tomorrow, God would give
Tradition one more priest and four more
deacons. It was little in the eyes of the
world, but large in the minds of God’s ser-
vants. The dedication and sacrifice of the
faithful to be present was proof of it.
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The Perry family drove all the way
from Cincinnati, OH, arriving the

day prior to Ordinations.

A cheerful staff of volunteer ladies donated
their time to serve the hungry crowds at the

buffet tables after the completion of the
four-hour Ordinations ceremony.

Mrs. Mary Machado
tells why she comes
to Ordinations while
her sons fortify the
tent for the night’s

forecasted rainstorm.

An energetic crowd of budding soccer
professionals hurriedly gather around
the VERBUM interviewers, hoping to

get their faces on the front cover of
the next issue. They got their wish.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Lake, coordinators
of the Society’s chapel in Ft. Worth, TX



here is nothing more reasonable than
to see the hand of God in all the
events of our daily lives. Although it

requires faith and confidence to recognize His
Will, veiled as it is amidst the activities of our
world, one can always be certain that no
prayer on earth ever goes unanswered –
though the answer may reveal itself in ways
never imagined.

Growing up in Ft. Worth, Texas, the
youngest of seven children, Rev. Fr. Thomas
Asher knew what he wanted out of life from
his earliest childhood years: to be a military
pilot and serve his country. Throughout his
youth, this dream never wavered. During high
school, he prayed his rosary every morning,
asking God to make him a good soldier.

Determined to make his prayer a reality,
Father plotted his course. Working part-time
to pay his way through college at the
University of Texas, he obtained his
Bachelor’s degree in History in 1993. With
this pre-requisite out of the way, Father
immediately registered to take the ASVAB –
the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude
Battery. Qualifying in the top one percentile,
the recruiter assured him that he would have
no difficulty being selected for flight school.
All that remained between Father and the ful-
fillment of his lifelong goal was a physical.
Father relates what happened next.

“After a six hour physical, right at the
end, the doctor said, ‘Your heart sounds funny
… we better run an EKG.’ After the test, he

said bluntly, ‘Oh, you’ve got atrial fibrillation
– an irregular heartbeat. We don’t want you.’ I
was stunned. I asked, ‘What if I just wanted to
be an ordinary
foot-soldier?’
‘We don’t want
you at all.
Sorry.’ I felt like
I had suddenly
run into a brick
wall. All the
years of careful
planning that I
had spent plot-
ting the course
of my life were
made irrelevant
in a few seconds.
My whole world
was blown out
from under me.”

Dismayed
by this unexpect-
ed turn of events,
Father worked
hard to re-focus
his life. After
working for five
years running flight simulators at the Air
Combat School in Arlington, TX, Father left to
pursue a new career at a flight dispatch center
in Salt Lake City. The year before this move,
while he was still in Texas, he had been intro-
duced to his first Traditional Latin Mass.

“From the moment I started going to
the Traditional Mass, I immediately
began to ask myself if perhaps I had a
vocation.” At the suggestion of a
Society priest, Fr. Asher took a
week’s vacation and flew out to Los
Gatos, California, for an Ignatian
retreat – five days of silence, prayer
and recollection. By the end of the
week, Father left the retreat house,
determined to put in his two-weeks
notice and enter the Seminary. On his
return, Father was greeted with shock-
ing news: he was out of a job. The
company he was working for had
gone bankrupt. Fr. Asher remarks with
a smile, “I guess God didn’t want me
to change my mind.”

Father arrived at the Seminary in 1999, ready
to serve God, but never imagining that he would
actually stay. “I figured six weeks tops and they’d
tell me, ‘You don’t have a vocation. You can go
now.’” Yet his entrance through the doors was the
first step toward what would become an exhaustive
priestly formation. Six years later, Father affirms
that his lifelong prayer has been answered after all,
but in a way he had never imagined. On June 25,
2005, God deigned to make Fr. Asher the soldier
he so ardently prayed to be – a soldier in the army
of God’s priests.

Although Father is eager to embark into the
trenches of the modern world, he says that he will
miss the Seminary, not only for the “full flower-
ing of the liturgy” which it allows, but because
the strict regularity of the schedule brings with it
a peace and calm not found amidst the noise of
the world.

For those considering a vocation, Fr. Asher
insisted that “God does not come to us in a bolt of

lightning, but
slowly, as if
teaching a child.”
He reminds young
people that “we
are in a war – a
war for souls. And
we need men to
step up and fill the
breech. If you

Rev. Fr. Thomas Asher

Moments before being made
a priest by the Bishop’s

imposition of hands,
Fr. Asher listens to an
admonition from the
Church’s Pontifical.

(above) Bishop
Alfonso de Galaretta

emphasized in his
ordination sermon
the importance of

the Society’s
mission: passing

on the true Catholic
priesthood of Our
Lord Jesus Christ.

With two newly ordained deacons at his left and
his spiritual director, Rev. Fr. Thierry Gaudray,

at his right, Rev. Fr. Asher celebrates a First
Mass in the ordinations tent.



or Rev. Mr. Raymond Taouk, com-
pletion of Seminary studies coincided
with ordination to the diaconate on

June 25th in Winona. A native of Sydney,
Australia, Rev. Mr. Taouk spent the first three
years of his seminary formation at the
Society’s Holy Cross Seminary in Goulburn, a
three hour drive from his home town. In 2002,
he made the transfer to St. Thomas Aquinas
Seminary on the other side of the globe, since
at that time Holy Cross did not offer a full six-
year program of studies. He is scheduled to be
ordained a priest at the Society’s Australian
seminary in late December of this year along
with three other deacons.

Born of Lebanese parents, the second
youngest of five boys, Rev. Mr. Taouk was
raised in the Church’s Maronite rite, whose
liturgical and doctrinal innovations over the
past few decades resemble those of the Roman
rite. In an effort to manifest and bolster his
faith, Rev. Mr. Taouk used to gather weekly
with conservative high school friends for

recitation of the holy Rosary and study
of Sacred Scripture. It was during his
school years that he began to study the
Society of St. Pius X, which he pre-
sumed to be outside of the Church as
many misguided people were saying.
Rev. Mr. Taouk’s orthodoxy inspired in
him a great loathing for the sin of
schism, and he wished to know more
about the Society’s history and juridi-
cal position in order to combat it. The
attempt to build a case against the
Society happily backfired, turning the
critic into a fervent supporter, and not
long after studying the matter he
attended one of the Society’s Ignatian
retreats. One year later he enrolled at
Holy Cross Seminary. For some time,
he had suspected that he might have a
vocation to the priesthood but was not

eager to enter the heterodox institutions spon-
sored by the dioceses and religious institutes.
The SSPX provided the solution for which he
was searching.

The three years spent in Winona to com-
plete his formation have allowed Rev. Mr.
Taouk to learn much about American history
and America’s influence on the rest of the
world. Of particular significance was the East

Coast Trip made by seminarians in the summer
of 2003. He is also greatly looking forward to
the Seminary’s European trip this summer.
Visiting, in
person, sites
of historical
importance
complements
the learning
one must nor-
mally gain
from a library,
and such
opportunities
are naturally
rarer for
American
(and
Australian)
seminarians
than for those
in Europe.
After the
summer’s trip
to Rome and
Fatima with
the upper-year
seminarians,
he will return
to his native
Australia to
begin work-
ing in a priory
during the
few months
preceding his
ordination to
the priesthood.

Rev. Mr. Taouk is thankful for the gen-
erosity and good will he has encountered in
America. In return, many of the faithful who
have come to know him appreciate his knowl-
edge of the Faith and zeal in explaining and
defending it – seminarians certainly know and
respect these qualities in him.

Rev. Mr. Taouk is also grateful for all the
prayers of the faithful whose intercession is so
crucial in assuring vocations. With special
thanks for the protection of St. Anthony, Rev.
Mr. Taouk bids Winona farewell, and we wish
for him an abundance of divine grace in his
future priestly apostolate.

think you might have a vocation, if you have the apti-
tude, come and try it. It’s the only way to know for
sure. Don’t be fooled by thinking that you should wait
for a voice from Heaven inviting you to the Seminary.”

When asked why there are so few vocations
amidst the growing number of Traditional Catholic
families, Fr. Asher replied, “Many families go to the
Traditional Mass, but that’s where it stops. Little dis-
tinguishes the Catholic home from the next-door
neighbor’s non-Catholic home. The television, the
music, the movies, the dress – it’s all the same. Our
families need to realize that the spirit of the world
destroys the most vital element of the priestly vocation
– the spirit of sacrifice.”

The priests and seminarians will miss Fr. Asher
for his tenacity in getting jobs done and his common
sense. But all are confident that this newest soldier for
the Faith will be a worthy reinforce-
ment to the army of priests fighting
the spiritual war waged between the
angelic powers of light and darkness.

Rev. Mr. Raymond Taouk

(left) Rev. Mr. Dominic
May exercises the office
of the diaconate for the

first time by singing
the Gospel of the
Ordination Mass.

(below) The new priest’s hands
are anointed with the Oil of

Catechumens and (right) bound
with the manutergium.

The four subdeacons kneel
with candles while the Bishop

inquires of the faithful
present if they know of any
circumstances that would

impede these men from being
ordained to the diaconate.



his past Easter break, then deacon
Rev. Mr. Thomas Asher and
Brother Marcel had the chance to

be guided by Seminary professor Rev. Fr.
Juan Carlos Iscara in a short study trip to
Greece and Rome. Their stop in Greece pro-
vided ample artistic inspiration – especially
for Br. Marcel, the Seminary’s resident artist
and sculptor, whose own works not only
decorate the Seminary, but can also be found
in many Society chapels in the U.S. and
Canada. He remarked that the Greek art and
architecture provided a “chance to study
firsthand the style that forms the foundation
of the great Catholic works of art that one
can see in Rome.” For his part, Rev. Mr.
Asher especially appreciated the opportunity

to stand in the Areopagus,
where St. Paul preached
(Acts, XVII, 19-34) and to
travel the same roads that
the Apostle traveled to
Corinth – “the general lay-
out of these places is still
very much the same.” 

Shortly before their depar-
ture for Rome, the travelers
heard that Pope John Paul II
had died. After reciting the
prayers for the dead, they
began to realize the historical
importance of the events they
were about to witness – along
with several million other fel-
low-travelers converging on the Eternal
City.

The highlight of the Rome visit came
on Tuesday, April 5th, when, after a long
wait, Rev. Mr. Asher and Br. Marcel found
themselves in front row spots for the
Pope’s funeral procession. Both remarked
that the procession itself was dignified and
reverent with the prayers for the dead
chanted in Latin. They were, however, sad-
dened by the general demeanor of the
crowds present. Rev. Mr. Asher commented
that when the Pope’s body was briefly
exposed to the crowd at the top of the steps
of St. Peter’s, “people started cheering like
it was a rock concert. There were a few
people in the crowd praying the Rosary or
the prayers for the dead, but for the most
part, people were acting like they were at a
festival.” Br. Marcel said that he thought
that the “procession was as splendid as the
Novus Ordo could make it, considering all
the beautiful liturgical customs that have
been discarded. But the faithful present just
did not understand what they were seeing
and hearing, nor how to respond.” 

After four more days in Rome, enjoy-
ing the hospitality of the Society’s priory
in Albano, just south of the city, our travel-
ers made their way back to the Seminary.

Though severely jetlagged, they were soon
busy sharing stories and experiences from
their journey with eager seminarians …
and VERBUM reporters.

his year’s early Easter season
made it one of the rare years in
which seminarians were at the

Seminary during the Major Litanies on
April 25 and the Minor Litanies (which fell
on May 2nd, 3rd and 4th this year), other-
wise referred to as the Rogation Days. As

the Church’s liturgy is at the heart of the
Seminary’s existence, seminarians had the
opportunity to celebrate the Litanies with
proper solemnity in the ceremonies pre-
scribed by Holy Mother Church. To the
eight days of High Masses celebrated dur-
ing Ascension Week were added the four
Rogation Day processions illustrating the
Seminary’s union with the intentions of
Holy Mother Church.

The history of the Rogation Days
(from the Latin “rogare,” “to ask”) can be
traced to the French region around the city
of Vienne in the second half of the fifth
century. The people of the district, under
the instruction of St. Mamertus, bishop of
the city, viewed their recent conquest by
the Burgundians and numerous other
calamities that they were suffering as indi-
cations of God’s anger. As if in confirma-
tion, their city burned to the ground in 469.
St. Mamertus selected the three days
immediately prior to the Ascension as a
period of public reparation in order to ask
God to restore His mercy.

The reparation took the form of
penance and prayers chanted in proces-
sions. These days of petition soon became
a custom in all of France, and by 511, the
Council of Orléans had
even drawn up fast and
abstinence regulations,
giving to these days an
official stamp of liturgi-

cal recognition. They soon spread to the
rest of the Western Church.

The Rogation Days processions in the
time of St. Caesarius of Arles would last
up to six hours. Dom Gueranger remarks
(with a healthy dose of irony) that “the
faithful of those days had not made the dis-

covery, which was
reserved for mod-
ern times, that one
requisite for reli-
gious processions
is that they be as
short as possible.”
And it was not
because shoes were
scarce that they
walked barefoot. 

As there is no
strict necessity that
these processions
arrive at a field
(contrary to a com-
mon mispercep-
tion), they may
most certainly be
done in a city. All

that is necessary is that the faithful “pass
from place to place” and return for Mass to
the same church from which they set out.
The purpose of the Rogation Days is to
publicly acknowledge our dependence

upon Almighty God
and to beseech His
mercy for our sins and
the sins of society,
thus hopefully appeas-
ing His anger and
averting chastisement.
It is true that a second-
ary purpose is to call
down His blessing on
the fruits of the land,
but the reparatory
aspect is primary.
Should any faithful not be able to take part
in a procession for the Major and Minor
Litanies, a way of joining themselves to
the liturgy of the Church would be to say
the Litany of the Saints with the intention
of making reparation for sins on the
Rogation Days.

So, for the first time in several years,
the seminarians left the chapel at 6:30 on

four rather chilly mornings singing the
Litany of the Saints in procession and stop-
ping to bless some of the surrounding
fields. Although St. Caesarius would prob-
ably have taken offense at the brevity of
the procession and the fact that all who
took part in it were wearing shoes, he
would perhaps have been inclined to
clemency by the seminarians’ intentions of

uniting themselves to the liturgy of
all time in order to ask God’s
mercy for themselves and a world
that seems intent on offending Him
in every way possible.

Seminarians Celebrate the Rogation DaysSeminarians Celebrate the Rogation Days

Greece, Rome and a Papal Funeral

Setting out from the Seminary at 6:30 in the morning,
seminarians chant the Litany of Saints, begging God’s

mercy and acknowledging His absolute dominion.

Seminarians line the field to
be blessed in the midst of the

Rogation Day procession.

The Litany pauses, while Rev.
Fr. James Peek blesses the field,
praying for an abundant harvest.

Hundreds of thousands wait in line for a
chance to see the Pope lying in state.

The statue of St. Peter
looks down on a notice
board with the funeral

information.

A journalist takes down Rev. Mr. Asher’s
thoughts on the Pope’s death.

One of the many
Roman bells tolls
for the death of
John Paul II.


