
truly has a vocation to the religious life, this
annual profession will be twice repeated
before he again renews his vows for two
three-year periods. Then, having been under
temporary vows for a minimum of nine
years, the Brother may definitively bind

himself to the Church and
the Society by pronouncing
permanent vows. 

St. Thomas Aquinas
Seminary is privileged to
welcome this second house
of formation under its roof.
As the seminarians proceed
through their formation,
may they grow in apprecia-
tion for the generous men
who will some day serve at
their side as religious in the
mission field. May God
raise up many souls to fill
the ranks of the
Brotherhood so that, nour-
ished by their prayers,
inspired by their example
and served by their aposto-

late, the flock of God may grow in devotion
to its Divine Shepherd.

All inquiries concerning the novitiate
should be directed to the District Superior

at the Regina Coeli House: 2918 Tracy
Ave., Kansas City, MO  64109-1529.

Phone: (816) 753-0073. Those interested
may wish to visit the Seminary for a

first-hand view of the novitiate.

Brother’s vocation is a crucial element in
the work of preserving the Catholic
Priesthood, and consequently of manifesting
the Glory of God and ensuring the temporal
and eternal happiness of men.

Archbishop Lefebvre envisioned
these religious as lending stability

and regularity to the life of an inter-
national society of missionary

priests who would often be “on the go.”
For, while the priest must often be absent
from the priory in the course of his aposto-
late, the Brother is able to be continually “at
home” (with the exception of two brief
vacations every year) and present for all
community functions. He exercises a stabi-
lizing influence on the house of the Society
where he is stationed. Since Brothers are
also transferred less frequently, they can be
said to belong to a house more than a priest
does. Archbishop Lefebvre aptly referred to
the Brothers as the “guardian angels” of the
houses of the Society, as they are, so to
speak, always present, keeping watch at
their post. Hence, it is eminently appropriate
that they make and renew their vows on
September 29, the Feast of the Dedication
of St. Michael the Archangel.

Religious Life
The Society Brother is a religious, and

by embracing the evangelical counsels of
poverty, chastity and obedience, he makes a
sacrifice of his entire life to God. The role
once played by religious brothers and sisters
in the Church is difficult to conceive now
that the religious life seems almost in dan-
ger of disappearing. Many reasons could be
given for the decline of the religious life,
but Archbishop Lefebvre, speaking specifi-
cally about vocations to the Brotherhood,
said that these vocations “are rare in our age
because they require a spirit of faith which
is tending to disappear from a world wholly
obsessed with human advancement.” During
the time when the religious life flourished,
so many souls consecrated to God and seek-
ing their own perfection led countless others
to holier lives through their prayers, exam-
ple and active apostolates. The call to this
life can be subtle—contrary to what many
think—and does not require a feeling of cer-
tainty that “this is definitely for me” or
some kind of mystical experience. All that is
necessary is a desire to give oneself gener-
ously to God in an active apostolate and the
faith that one’s superiors will correctly dis-
cern one’s vocation. 

Postulancy and Novitiate
Before beginning his novitiate, a candi-

date undertakes a postulancy corresponding
roughly to one school year, during which
time he is initiated to the religious life. Fr.
de Ravignan, quoted in The Soul of the

Apostolate, described his initiation as fol-
lows: “You ask me what I did during my
novitiate? Well, there were two of us. I
threw the other fellow out the window, and
then I was alone.” This “other fellow” is the
“Old Man” mentioned by St. Paul. The year
of postulancy is the time
during which the candidate
begins to distance himself
from his own preferences
and inclinations to self-grat-
ification and starts learning
to ground all his actions on
a love of God. At the con-
clusion of this probationary
period, the postulant takes
the cassock, receives his
name in religion and enters
the novitiate, which canon
law specifically prescribes
must last for at least one cal-
endar year. A certain portion
of the postulancy and novi-
tiate is dedicated to studies,
including courses in asceti-
cal and mystical theology,
catechesis, the Psalter, apologetics, and the
statutes and vows of religious. In Winona,
the future Brother studies certain subjects in
common with the seminarians, while other
subjects are taught only to the novices and
postulants, so that the content can be tai-
lored to their specific vocation. In addition,
once a week the priest responsible for the
novitiate delivers a conference to all broth-
ers living at the Seminary. 

During the year of novitiate, a candi-
date typically devotes some time to learning
a trade or particular skill that should prove
valuable once he is posted to a house of the
Society as a brother. Once assigned to a
house, his duties are determined by a con-
sideration of both his own interests and abil-
ities and the needs of the house. Here at the
Seminary, postulants and novices spend
their mornings in study and their afternoons
working in some capacity: in the office, on
the grounds, in the kitchen, or wherever else
their talents and the community’s needs may
direct them. Their days are punctuated by
periods of prayer—Holy Mass and the litur-
gical hours of Prime, Sext and Compline. In
addition to community prayers, the novices
devote time to meditation, Sacred Scripture,
spiritual reading and fifteen decades of the
rosary each day. Their presence at the
Seminary will afford the novices more
opportunities to participate in Sung and
Solemn Masses, processions and various
other celebrations contributing to their litur-
gical formation. 

First and Subsequent Professions
Upon completion of the novitiate, the

Brother makes a one-year profession. If he

James Hill, one of the Novitiate’s
brother postulants, attends the Seminary

Rector’s Acts of the Magisterium
class alongside seminarians.
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Brother postulant Thomas
Derowski prepares to coax
the Seminary’s dump truck
back down the hill to pick
up another load of wood

for the boiler.

The American Brothers’ Novitiate Moves North
The Novitiate Comes to Winona

In the autumn of 2005, the Brothers’
Novitiate of the Society of St. Pius X’s
North American District was officially

transferred from the Jesus and Mary House
in El Paso, TX, to St. Thomas Aquinas
Seminary in Winona. At the same time, Fr.
Philippe Pazat assumed responsibility for
instructing and directing postulants and
novices. Fr. Pazat brings to this role a par-
ticular appreciation for the religious life as
it was only after spending three years in a
Benedictine monastery that he pursued his
priestly vocation at Ecône. Since his ordina-
tion in 1978, Father has served the Society
in posts across the globe: in Europe, South
America and the United States. 

In his December, 2005 newsletter, Fr.
Pazat wrote of the motives prompting the
Society’s Superior General to decide in
favor of the move. Having seen the positive
results of coupling seminaries and novi-
tiates in other countries, Bishop Fellay
hopes similar benefits will accrue to the
religious novices in the United States.
Among those benefits are a stronger struc-
ture, a deeper community life and more
regularity in the daily schedule. Fr. Pazat
wrote in his letter that the change will
“constitute an excellent opportunity for
future priests and brothers to get to know
each other and to acquire a better under-
standing of the duties specific to each type
of religious life.” Thus, a smoother integra-
tion will result when these two vocations
finally converge in the parish apostolate. 

Background to the
Vocation of a Brother

The role of the Brothers of the Society
of St. Pius X is largely unknown to most
traditional Catholics. The Society’s
Brothers, although members of a congrega-
tion engaged in an active apostolate, live
relatively hidden lives. Nevertheless, it can
be said without exaggeration that the



Someone trying to learn about reli-
gious vocations often has a difficult
time finding information on what

those vocations look like in practice; in
“flesh and blood,” so to speak. In an effort
to fill that gap, VERBUM interviewed the
four Society brothers stationed at the
Seminary in the hope that their stories might
encourage generous
young men to follow
in their footsteps. Of
these four, Br. Gerard
and Br. Marcel have
made perpetual vows,
while Br. Louis and
Br. Benedict are cur-
rently in their third
set of annual vows.

It cannot be stat-
ed often enough that
the call to a religious
vocation does not
occur, in the vast
majority of
instances, through
some magically mys-
tical or unquestion-
ably striking experi-
ence. God most often
works through sec-
ondary causes: our
superiors, situations
in our lives or even
what may appear as simple random chance.
The Seminary’s brothers’ stories serve as
proof of this. 

Br. Marcel, encouraged by Bishop
Williamson, decided to pursue the brother-
hood only after completing the year of
Spirituality at the Seminary and concluding
that he was not called to the priesthood. Br.
Benedict originally came to the Seminary
only for a brief visit to receive advice from
Fr. Doran, his former pastor turned Vice-

Rector, on the subject of marriage. In a con-
versation the night before he was scheduled
to return home, Father turned the tables and
popped the question to him: “Do you want
to stay?” Brother generously followed
Divine Providence and agreed to enter the
Humanities Year at the Seminary. The Five-
Day Ignatian Retreat which preceded the
academic year began the very next day at
5:00 in the evening! Having completed the
retreat, he fought through the fall months
until Christmas, by which time it was clear
to him that he was not called to the priest-
hood. “It was the hardest and most difficult
three months of my life,” he says.
Nevertheless, the possibility of the brother-

hood remained. Br. Benedict was attracted
to it because he “saw how happy the broth-
ers were,”  and observed that “their jobs
were geared in part to their skills.” So he
became a postulant immediately after
Christmas vacation. Since then, he has spent
much of his time cooking in the kitchen and
helping with electrical projects around the

Seminary, where
his knowledge as
a certified electri-
cian has been put
to good use.

Although Br.
Marcel and Br.
Benedict started
the process of
finding their
vocations to the
brotherhood as
seminarians, that
is by no means
the only route
into the Society’s
Brothers. Br.
Gerard, for
instance, origi-
nally left restau-
rant work and
went to the
Seminary in
Ridgefield, CT.
His twin brother,

now Fr. David Nichols, had begun to study
for the priesthood and was encouraging
him to pursue a vocation as well. After his
brother, along with some other seminari-
ans, had offered many prayers for this
intention, Br. Gerard entered Ridgefield as
a brother postulant at the invitation of then
Fr. Williamson.

Br. Louis explains that he came to the
Brothers’ Novitiate in El Paso after seeing
that there was no career in secular life that

truly satisfied him. Paradoxically,
however, he says that part of him
was hoping that he did not have a
vocation and that his time at the
Novitiate would prove this to be
true. He still found the thought of
having his own truck, his own
spending money and his own time
very appealing. Thus, he reached a
point during his year of novitiate
when he found himself feeling
impatient and somewhat annoyed
that his spiritual director had not
yet told him that he did not have a
vocation. So one evening when
meeting with his director, Brother
repeatedly hinted at the fact that he
did not really want to be at the
Novitiate without openly saying
so. Finally, his director asked him,
“Brother, do you want to leave?”
At that moment, Brother recalls,
he was completely silent while he
pictured himself in front of the

judgment seat of God and being told: “I
called you to come closer to Me and you
did not answer My call during your earthly
life. I guess you do not want to be with Me
in this life either.” Br. Louis completed his
novitiate with the certainty that he was
doing the will of God. He serves as an edi-
fying example of dying to self and cooperat-
ing with the grace of God.

Br. Louis points out that the Brothers
are intended to come to the aid of the priest
so that he can devote himself more easily to
his sacerdotal duties. He says that when he
was at the Society’s priory in El Paso, TX,
each brother had his own specialty, but at
the same time one could end up doing
almost anything. He himself spent time
plumbing, bricklaying and teaching cate-
chism. Since arriving at the Seminary, he
has chiefly been working in the front office

and on the Seminary grounds. Br. Gerard
tends the Seminary’s garden, helps to main-
tain the sacristy’s linens and shares cooking
duties with Br. Benedict (his famous “Eggs
Gerard” frequently
makes Friday night the
culinary high point of
the Seminary week).
The results of Br.
Marcel’s artistic talents
can be seen throughout
the Seminary, as well as
in several Society
chapels. In addition to
art-work, however, he is
also in charge of the
Seminary’s mailing
department, photogra-
phy department and
print shop. During the
summer, his field of
operation widens still
further as he coordinates
the material side of most
of the Seminary’s activi-
ties: everything from
running retreats to overseeing major
maintenance projects.

Besides their more or less usual tasks,
the Brothers are also called upon to serve in
the liturgy, to drive priests, guests, and sem-
inarians to and from the airport and to run a
variety of errands—just to mention a few of
the various forms which their continual
service of God may take.

The blessings of a vocation to the
Brotherhood are many, both for the present
life and for the next. Br. Gerard highlights
the peace that comes with the daily routine,
that is, from praying and doing one’s daily
duties solely for the love of God—whatever
form they may take. “Offered to God
through obedience, these duties return love
to God through Mary and can help save
souls especially by coming to the aid of
priests in their work to save souls.” He
remembers that Archbishop Lefebvre used
to say that the greatest consolation of the
religious life is the knowledge that because
of the three vows, everything one does is
truly an act of praise and worship of God.
Who, then, can fathom the treasure which
the Brother is laying up in Heaven?
Similarly, Br. Marcel says that his happiness

The Seminary’s Brothers
as a brother consists not in art-related work,
but in “participating in the preservation of
Tradition and the assurance that the little we
do contributes to the welfare of the main

goal. Our whole life is offered
for this purpose.” The Brother
can rejoice that everything
he does contributes to the
coming of the Kingdom
of God to souls, families
and societies. 

As Br. Marcel says,
“There is no easy way, no
easy life.” No matter
where one goes, and no
matter which state of life
one chooses, there will
be difficulties. But
whatever one’s condi-
tion in life, provided he
is doing the will of God, he is
certain to receive from God
the special graces of his state.
Br. Benedict observes that one
of the unique advantages of
the religious life is the time

and the silence it affords one to study God,
our last end, and the Faith which brings us
to this last end. And what else can lastingly
satisfy the human soul except God
Himself? “Thou hast made us for Thyself,
O Lord, and our hearts are restless until
they rest in Thee.”

With approximately 6,500 copies of the
Rector’s letter to be sent out each month,
the Seminary relies heavily on Brother

Marcel’s skills in the print shop.

Brother Gerard can often be found helping
the sacristans to keep the Seminary’s altar

linens in good liturgical condition.

Br. Benedict, from his place in choir,
chants the Mass during the ceremony
in which he made his first profession.

Brother Louis assists
Mrs. Mehren with clerical
functions, handling phone

calls and managing
Seminary records.

Prayer constitutes a primary duty which is common to all
religious. Monks cloistered within a monastery’s walls
assemble at various hours of the day and night to chant the

Divine Office. Priests of the Society, though not bound to communal
recitation of the entire Office, are obliged to pray the Breviary daily.
The prayers of the Breviary, dutifully recited day after day, sanctify
the priest and call down divine blessings upon his apostolate. But what
of the Society Brother who does not live in a monastic community
and who is not bound to pray the Breviary? What particular means
does he possess to remain united to God amidst his duties and to
plead with God on behalf of souls?  

Archbishop Lefebvre provided this means in the
statutes of the Brotherhood: “They will willingly recite fif-
teen decades of the rosary during the day.” The complete
rosary with its fifteen decades and 150 “Hail Marys” paral-
lels the 150 Psalms which compose the Breviary of the
priest. For this reason, several popes have referred to the
rosary as the “Psalter of the Virgin.” This daily obligation of
the Brothers is uniquely theirs. It is not demanded of any
other members of the Society. This particular responsibility
adds another element of uniqueness to the Brothers’ vocation
since it commissions them as the special intercessors with Our
Lady for the spiritual enrichment of the Society.

The Brothers’
“Breviary”



In addition to the religious brothers men-
tioned in the previous articles, there are
other brothers at the Seminary—brothers

who grew up in the same home, served Mass
in the same chapel and fought with the same
siblings. As they matured, these young men
may have developed unrelated interests, held
different ambitions and, for a time, even pur-
sued divergent paths. Nevertheless, while
they were busy planning their respective
futures, Providence
had ideas of Its
own, and now three
pairs of these bio-
logical “seminarian
brothers” are mak-
ing the pursuit of
the priesthood a
family affair. 

Archbishop
Lefebvre often men-
tioned that each voca-
tion represents a mir-
acle of grace since
today young people
are raised in a world
immersed, as St. Pius
X said, in “apostasy
from God.” Yet to
date, St. Thomas
Aquinas Seminary has
ordained six sets of
brother-priests, and numerous others among
its priests, brothers and seminarians have
brothers or sisters who belong to other tradi-
tional Catholic congregations. Surely, “the
Spirit breathes where He will,” and no one
can pursue a more perfect life, “unless the
Father draw him.” But God often chooses to
rely on His creatures to dispose the soil of a
soul to receive the seed of a divine calling. 

Although most of the seminarian broth-
ers currently at the Seminary followed dif-
ferent paths and timetables on their journey
to Stockton Hill, nevertheless, their common
starting point, within their families, did play
a major part in their destination. For exam-
ple, the seminarian brothers mention that
seeing their parents practice their fidelity to
the Faith in concrete circumstances left a
deep impression on them. One set of “semi-
narian parents” explained to their children
that the New Mass posed a danger to the
Faith and that this justified driving 400 miles
once a month to assist at the Tridentine
Mass. Two other brothers remember their
parents’ efforts to inculcate the truths of the

Faith at an early age and to point out the
contemporary errors which threaten it. By
doing so, their parents raised them to see the
world through the lens of the Faith. Being
formed in a family that considers it normal
to sacrifice for the sake of principle enables
a child to at least consider living a life
which is dedicated to a higher good. One of
these seminarians emphasized this point:

“For myself, the example of our parents eas-
ily played a primary role in my decision to
pursue a vocation.”  

Everyone who has ever said good-bye
to a son or daughter, brother or sister as he
or she set off to pursue a religious vocation
knows what a trying parting this can be.
Perhaps for these three families the sacrifice
was doubly difficult, but for the brothers
themselves the presence of a familiar face
rendered integration into the Seminary com-
munity that much easier. Of course, the one
possible downside at the moment of arrival
was having to share a room with this famil-
iar face! For the past couple of years, the
Seminary has begun each fall semester with
living space at a premium. To accommodate
all, some seminarians had to share rooms,
and biological brothers ranked first on the
double-occupancy list.

However, aside from this minor point,
the brothers find each other’s presence
advantageous. When the crosses of
Seminary life become difficult to bear, they
are able to converse with someone who

knows them well and
to seek counsel about
important matters,
whether spiritual or
temporal. Having a
seminarian sibling is
also helpful when
vacation time
arrives. While
away from the
Seminary’s structure, seminarians
must endeavor to observe a regular schedule
and to stay faithful to their spiritual duties.
Several brothers note that having their broth-
er nearby helps them to remain conscious of
their status as consecrated men. 

Of course, the families of seminarians
still assist them in their path to the priest-
hood. The parents who disposed the souls of
their children to a divine calling, now
implore the Divine to help their children fin-
ish the work which He has set before them.
Some seminarian brothers point to family
rosaries and the Enthronement of the Sacred
Heart as instrumental in their vocations.
Now these domestic devotions, faithfully
observed by the rest of the family, contribute
to the discernment of and perseverance in
those vocations. Families also contribute
towards this perseverance by offering
encouragement and counsel. One seminarian
explained, “Our father has always urged us

The Seminary’s
“Other Brothers”

Timothy and Sean Gerrity, originally hailing from Loveland, CO,
are currently studying together in the 1st Year of Philosophy.

Though it was with sorrow that the Seminary bade farewell last June to one of its
newly ordained deacons, it now has the great joy to announce the priestly ordina-
tion of Reverend Father Raymond Taouk. The ceremony was performed by H.E.

Bishop Alfonso de Galarreta at Holy Cross Seminary in Australia on the Feast of St. John
the Evangelist, December 27, 2005. 

Father Taouk entered Holy Cross Seminary in March, 1998. He transferred to St.
Thomas Aquinas Seminary in August, 2002 in order to complete his years of Theology.
Upon being ordained to the Diaconate last June, Father Taouk returned to Holy Cross
Seminary in his native land. In the six months prior to his priestly ordination, he assisted
at the Seminary by teaching courses in Latin, Ethics and Patrology as well as by helping
to preach retreats and recollections.

Over seven hundred faithful traveled from all parts of the world—including the
United States, France and Singapore—to be present at this solemn event. Gathered togeth-
er under the blazing Australian sun, they saw four more men elevated to the priesthood of
Christ and commissioned to labor in His fields. St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary would like
to send its assurance of prayers and good wishes to Father Taouk. May God bless him in
his apostolic labors as he undertakes his first assignment at St. Thomas Aquinas College,
the largest Society school in Australia located at Tynong, Victoria, near Melbourne.

Ordinations 2005... Part 2

Ryan and Raphael Zach, from Vale, OR, bring the
practical skills of farm and machine shop to the

Seminary in a variety of capacities.

Michael and Patrick Rutledge lend their
vocal abilities to the Seminary’s Schola.

not to quit the Seminary merely because the
daily life became difficult.” 

The role played by natural families in
the generation and realization of vocations
illustrates that Christian virtue as practiced
within a family is closely related to Christian
virtue as practiced within the Seminary. The
Father, “of Whom all paternity in heaven
and earth is named,” uses a domestic unit in
which He reigns as an instrument to staff the
household of God. May the Good God grant
to the world many families with a simple
devotion to the Faith and generous spirit of
sacrifice, in order that the Seminary may
welcome many more “miracles of grace” in
the years to come.



Many a Christmas greeting card
has remarked that the spirit of
giving is contagious. Never has

this charming axiom been more uncharm-
ingly demonstrated than at St. Thomas
Aquinas Seminary during the first weeks of
the New Year. Some seminarians returned
from their Christmas vacations well-
stocked with both holiday cheer and holi-
day germs. Following the spirit of the sea-
son, they proceeded to share all they had
with the rest of the community. The benefi-
ciaries of their generosity, following the
example set by these charitable souls,
passed on what they had received until
almost every member of the community
had partaken of this banquet of bacteria.

Under normal conditions,
it is not unusual for one or
another member of the commu-
nity to fall ill in a given week.
During a bad week, perhaps
three men might “go down.”
But as the list of victims
lengthened during the second
week of January, it became
evident that an epidemic was in
the making. The peak of path-
ogenic progress occurred on
January 16 when seven-
teen seminarians and
four priests failed to
appear for Prime.
For perhaps the first
time in the Seminary’s histo-
ry, all classes were cancelled
due to illness. Although some
classes resumed the next day, the
daily schedule fluctuated throughout the
week as professors fell ill, recovered,

relapsed, and recovered again. The
list of victims was posted daily so
that department prefects might
know which of their workers

would be absent from their duties.
Some Seminary departments became
almost completely inoperative as their
members and prefects were struck
down by the advancing contagion.
The healthy members of the communi-

ty, though aware that their turn would
inevitably come, rejoiced in having free

periods in which to prepare for upcoming
final exams, or simply to rest. But the

efforts during the nearly three-week ordeal.
To cope with the unprecedented volume of
patients, several seminarians were mobilized
daily, and new logistical methods were
employed to deliver medication and meals.
Before the infirmarians had succeeded in
evicting this stubborn holiday guest from the
premises, they had delivered 295 meals to
their ailing comrades. Though swamped by
their work, they never lost their cheerful atti-
tude and generous spirit.

Fortunately, by the time semester exams
arrived, the Great Flu of 2006 had more or
less run its course. The daily casualty list
dropped below five and then disappeared
altogether. As a healthy, but weary, commu-
nity looked forward to February 2 and the
brief semester break, everyone agreed that
“It is better to give than to receive!”

The sanctification of a seminarian
is two-fold. First, it consists in
killing the Old Man within—

mired in the things of the earth—by a
relentless violence against passion and con-
cupiscence. Second, it consists in giving
birth to the New Man—elevated by grace
—who gives himself in charity freely to

God and his fellow
men. In this strug-

gle, seminarians
rely on experi-
enced directors,
well versed in

the principles of
spiritual progress.
Their duty is to protect their
seminarian diriges from the calamitous
mis-application of these spiritual principles.

It is the knowledge of this grave
responsibility which has caused spiritual
directors at the Seminary to hang their
heads every Thanksgiving Day for the past
25 years. For on this day, during the
famous Turkey Bowl, the principles of the
spiritual life are rigorously tested, and the
results are sometimes disconcerting.

This past Thanksgiving began edify-
ingly enough. Certain seminarians were
observed curbing their appetites at the tra-
ditional feast by hunting for the piece of pie
smothered in the least whipped topping.
Soon after, these same temperate seminari-
ans trooped towards the frozen brown play-
ing field. At ten degrees, frostbite was only
probable, and these men bore on their faces
a heroic fortitude which would warm the
heart of any director of souls. 

All the players were seminarians,
which is to say that all the players played
virtuously. However, as the game pro-
gressed, the more active virtues were occa-
sionally seen to be emphasized. Several

players started
moving as if they were

their Old Men, finding them-
selves frequently mired in the earth.

Players also gave of themselves generously
to each New Man they encountered in the
line-up and sought to elevate him…off his
feet and onto his back.

On the natural level, however, all
agreed that this year’s contest was one of
the most exciting in Seminary history and
worthy of being the silver anniversary
game. “Plymouth Rock,” captained by
Turkey Bowl XXIV MVP Timothy Sick,
built a commanding lead during the first
half. But “The Soft Spoken,” led by
Patrick McBride, staged a second
half comeback that even some
seminarians in their theology
years described as “miracu-
lous.” Just as regulation time
expired, “The Soft Spoken” tied
the score with a breath-taking
sideline touchdown catch by their
team captain in tight double coverage.
Sudden death overtime ensued, but the
stiffened defenses ensured that Turkey
Bowl XXV would end as no other before it:
in a tie. Referees John Bourbeau and Luke

The Great Flu of 2006

plight of their afflicted brothers was less
merry. Confined to their rooms, they
“enjoyed” isolation from all contact with
other human beings except for a harassed
infirmarian who visited them thrice daily
and offered them the refreshment of a (usu-
ally) tepid meal. With little to distract them
from their sufferings, and usually feeling
too sick even to read, the patients battled
heroically against boredom...and against the
thought of all the class notes they would
have to borrow once they recovered. When
they occasionally did manage to fall into a
fitful sleep, they were promptly awakened
by the infirmarian offering them their next
tepid bowl of soup and re-supply of Nyquil
and Vitamin C.

Nevertheless, the community genuinely
appreciated the infirmary department for its

The “Kitchen on a Cart” was one of the
logistical innovations employed by

the infirmarians to bring healing and
succor to afflicted seminarians.

DeMeyer finally suspended play due to the
falling darkness, and the final score went
into the archives as 28-28. 

The silver anniversary of this venera-
ble Seminary tradition had provided
everything: spectacular exhibitions of
athleticism, a surprise ending, and
several minor injuries. Even spiritual
directors, provided they were
inclined to interpret things in the
best possible light, could have
found reason for joy. For as the
teams shuffled back towards
the Seminary building, one
seminarian was heard to say
to another, “You only hurt
the ones you love.”


