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Thanks to your many prayers to St. Joseph, our helper in all 
necessities, the new seminary project took significant steps 
forward. At present, no obstacles threaten to delay prog-
ress. This should come as no surprise, for prayers are the 
most important part of this great undertaking.

In the last month complete construction plans were ham-
mered out. Our architects presented final plans for the 
building footprint. Plans include pages of construction 
schedules, setting out such details as piping chases, heating 
system details, all the way down to the types of nails and 
screws to be used. A new model detailing these changes is 
now under construction.

On site, several small test walls were constructed so Fr. le 
Roux could choose the stone for the building exterior. This 
stone will not be mere veneer for the seminary exterior, but 

will comprise the majority of the exterior walls. Workers 
also began excavation, preparing to pour the footings. 
Footings are the load bearing structures on which the 
whole building rests. The weight of these stone walls makes 
this an unusually long and complex project. We expect it 
will take about seven months to excavate and pour all of the 
footings to support the 150,000 square foot structure.

As we begin this foundational effort, please continue to 
remember the new seminary as a special part of your prayer 
intentions. We rely on you, not only for material support, 
but also and more importantly for the spiritual helps that 
carry us forward. In particular, we recommend to you the 
invocation of St. Rita in support of our project. Her fame for 
miraculous intercession gives us hope that with her help, 
and that of St. Joseph, construction will proceed quickly 
and without obstacles.
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With the architectural plans complete, we be-
gin work on the footings. This drawing shows 
details from the first floor. The church, for 
scale, is more than 60’ wide and 200’ long. 

The front of the 
seminary church 
(left) opens onto a 
broad courtyard. 
This courtyard and 
the entire semi-
nary (right) show 
the scale of the 
complex.



United in prayer

As work begins on the property in Virginia, the first set of 
Masses for the Perpetual Mass Trust will be offered.  The first 
novena of Masses will be said during this month of May for the 
intention of all the living members enrolled.

We would also like to assure you that the members of the 
Seminary community remember all benefactors, spiritual and 
material, in their prayers. The daily Rosary, a monthly Requiem 
for the deceased, and many private sacrifices are offered for 
those who have contributed to our project.

Having reached the first milestone of the project, we ask you 
to join us, this summer especially, in praying for its success.

This digital model shows one of the final 
steps in the planning and design phase of 

the new seminary project.



The Society of St. Pius X is an international priestly society of common life 
without vows, whose purpose is the priesthood and that which pertains to it.  

St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary is an international seminary of the Society cur-
rently located in Minnesota.  Ad Orientem chronicles the construction of the 
new St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary in Virginia.  To find out more about the 
project or to contribute visit http://newseminaryproject.org.
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