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Central Virginia received a surprise on April 20th of this 
year when some 20 priests, 50 seminarians, and more than 
300 faithful assembled to witness Bishop Bernard Fellay, 
Superior General of the Society of St. Pius X, consecrate 
two bells and bless the commemorative plaque for the 
new St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary. While the news of a 
big construction project was widespread in the area, few 
of the locals had really grasped the significance of the 
project before this event. Here were Catholics from across 
the United States, as well as a few international visitors, 
descending on the small town of Dillwyn, Virginia, to show 
their support for and to see the progress of this major 
building effort. Both the Virginians and their visitors went 
away impressed with what they had seen. 

Despite a fierce storm the previous evening, the date set 
for the consecration dawned sunny and mild, a perfect 

spring day. Bishop Fellay first blessed the commemorative 
plaque for the new Seminary, then consecrated the two 
bells, assisted by the District Superiors of the United States 
and Canada. In this ceremony, the bells are sprinkled 
with holy water, anointed with sacred chrism, and finally 
solemnly incensed, while those attending the ceremony 
sing psalms and respond to the bishop’s prayers. The 
ceremony is modeled on a Baptism, so the bells each 
receive a “godparent” and a name; these two were named 
“Marie-Joseph” and “Thomas.” In the Solemn Pontifical 
Mass immediately following, Bishop Fellay preached 
on the importance and symbolism of the new Seminary 
for Tradition in America, quoting extensively from the 
ceremony for the consecration of the bells in the process.

After Mass, the Superior General delivered a conference 
commemorating the 25th anniversary of the episcopal 
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On March 16, His Excellency Bishop Tissier de Mallerais 

ordained 6 young men to the subdiaconate. Peter Fortin, 

Thomas Duncan, Joseph Haynos, Andrew Ferrelli, Isaac 

Delmanowski, and Charles Deister took the step forward in 

this ceremony, definitively consecrating themselves to the 

service of God by the vow of perpetual chastity. These young 

men are now able to serve the position of subdeacon at the 

Solemn High Mass as well as to purify the linens used in the 

Mass, thus drawing even nearer to the Holy Sacrifice. God 

willing, this June the new subdeacons will advance to the 

diaconate, the final step before the priesthood. Let us thank 

God for this continual blessing of priestly vocations.

(Below right) Mrs. Linda Fortin rings 
the newly baptized bell, Thomas.

(Below left) Bishop Fellay greets     
the faithful after the ceremony.

(Above) After Mass, those in attendance make their way to the banquet tent for lunch.
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(Above) In the last several months, construction has made rapid progress.

consecrations in Ecône. He recounted the history of those 
consecrations along with some news about our present 
relations with Rome, looking toward the future with the 
new Pope Francis. At the end of the conference, he was 
presented with a commemorative bell as an anniversary 
gift from the Seminary before leading the way to a much-
needed lunch.

After the banquet, the faithful assembled one last time 
for a presentation on the bells by Mr. Philippe Paccard, a 
Traditional Catholic Frenchman and seventh-generation 
owner of the foundry where the Seminary’s bells were 
made. The remainder of the afternoon was spent in a series 
of guided tours of the Seminary construction site, showing 
off the progress made so far. The basement level is now 
mostly complete, and the first floor is well underway.

The new Seminary is on the map. Buckingham County, 
Virginia is witnessing the birth of a monument to Catholic 
Tradition. With the blessing of the Superior General and the 
prayers of the faithful, building will continue on schedule. 
We only ask God, as the Church says in the prayer for the 
blessing of the commemorative plaque, “that what we 
undertake for Thy holy praise may, by the eternal gift of 
Thy fatherly wisdom, be brought to completion.”

(Above) Bishop Fellay, assisted             
by Rev. Frs. Rostand and Wegner,     

anoints the bells with Holy Chrism.

(Below) Mr. le Roux [left] and Mr. 
Paccard [right] ring the bells for the 
beginning of Mass. 
(Bottom of page) Bishop Fellay chants the 
prayer for the consecration of the bells.

(Above & below) Faithful and religious tour 
the new Seminary construction site, guided 
by the seminarians.

(Below) Seminarians served Masses for 
twenty visiting priests, bringing down  

many graces for the project.

(Above left) Priests and seminarians sing the 
chant of the Mass offered by Bishop Fellay.

(Above right) The commemorative plaque of 
the new St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary.

(Above) A small army of seminarians worked long and earnestly to make these ceremonies 
a reality and then hurriedly packed up everything for the long trip back to Winona and the 
spring trimester.


