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A heavy morning rain only briefly delayed, but could not 
stop the annual priestly ordinations in Winona, Minnesota.
In a four-hour long ceremony, His Excellency Bishop 
Alfonso de Galarreta raised twelve men to the dignity of 
the priesthood and ordained six to the Levitical office of 
Deacon.

Over 2,000 faithful and more than 80 priests and brothers 
of the Society of Saint Pius X crowded into the ordinations 
tent, temporarily setup as a makeshift cathedral.

These witnessed the priestly ordination of three Canadians, 
Frs. Jonathan Prescott, Marc Potvin and Lawrence Barrett 
and nine Americans, William Kimball, David Gillilan, Luke 
DeMeyer, John Hattrup, Alexander Wiseman, Otto Keiser, 
Christopher Pedersen, James Carlisle and Terence Boyle.  
All except Fr. Terence, a Dominican Friar, will soon enter 
the ranks among the nearly 600 Society priests throughout 

the world. Fr. Terence will return to the Dominican house 
in Avrillé, France. 

The bishop also raised six seminarians to the rank of 
Deacon, allowing them to assist these new priests in 
offering the Mass, distributing Communion, preaching 
and baptizing. Rev. Messrs. Peter Fortin, Thomas Duncan, 
Andrew Ferrelli, Isaac Delmanowski, Charles Deister and 
Joseph Haynos, will each spend the next year finishing 
studies at the seminary in preparation for their ordination 
to the priesthood.

For the new priests, this ordination comes after over seven 
years of study, prayer and preparation, and so is much more 
than a simple graduation ceremony.

With a coming move to new seminary grounds in 
Buckingham County, Virginia, this ceremony also marked 
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St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary is pleased to launch its 

new and updated website! This past June, the seminary, 

expressing its unity with the districts of Canada and the US, 

updated its website with the new SSPX Internet platform. 

This update is more than aesthetic: STAS.org has made 

available news and pictures regarding the seminary’s latest 

events and an up-to-date calendar of all of its future events. 

At STAS.org, in addition to current events, can also be found 

information concerning seminary life, the priesthood, and 

vocations.  Visit the new STAS.org today!

(Below) Rev. Messrs. Thomas Duncan and 
Andrew Ferrelli process in with lit candles.

(Below) Bishop de Galarreta preaches 
a sermon on the priesthood.

(Above) Frs. Wiseman and Prescott congratulate each other following the ceremony. 
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one of the last times St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary will 
hold priestly ordinations in Winona. The ceremony served 
as a reminder of one major reason this new project was 
undertaken. The seminary continues its exponential 
growth, adding over half of the expected 20 priests for 
the Society during 2013, outpacing even the seminary in 
Ecône.

While the weather shortened and darkened the entrance 
procession, by the end of the ordinations ceremony, the 
clouds had parted. The new priests processed out into the 
bright sunlight to begin their ministry.

Throughout the weekend, each new priest offered his First 
Mass. When the weekend ended and the feast of St. John 
the Baptist dawned, the new priests began to leave the 
seminary for their apostolate in the world, to prepare souls, 
as the Baptist did, to receive Our Lord Jesus Christ.

(Above) The bishop clothes Rev. Mr. Isaac 
Delmanowski with the dalmatic.

(Above) A newly ordained priest purifies 
his hands after the anointing with oil.

(Below) The new priests and deacons 
process out of the tent after the ceremony.

(Above) All eighteen ordinands lay 
prostrate during the singing of the 
litany of the saints.(Below) Ordinands stand during the 

singing of the Te Deum.

(Above left) The bishop anoints the priest’s 
hands with the oil of catechumens.

(Above right) The priest’s newly consecrated 
hands are bound with the manutergium. 

(Below left) The bishop supplies the matter 
for the sacrament of orders by imposing 
hands.

(Below right) Rev. Fr. DeMeyer is invested 
with the chasuble. 


