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The New Seminary Project is an ambitious and grandiose 
enterprise that aims at bringing to life a structure never 
before seen in the United States. The chosen architectural 
style has its origins in 10th century Europe and has no 
modern counterparts. This God-oriented, sacred design is 
sadly dismissed by modern architecture, which proposes 
barren, disordered and revolutionary designs. Such godless 
architecture has produced a terrible sense of isolation, 
imprisonment and despair, making the need for a return 
to sacred architecture so pressing. The Seminary building 
itself must speak of the sacredness of God. It should also 
impact the ones inside it by being conducive to prayer and 
leading to sanctity. 

However, one of the challenges of the project is the high 
cost of the source material, not to mention its rarity. 
Moreover, the sheer lack of models in the US presents itself 

as another difficulty. With the success of the project and 
the clever use of financial resources in the mind, the New 
Seminary Project is bringing two monks, expert in religious 
architecture, as advisors for the project.

On the weekend of March 29, Father Matthew Haynos O.S.B 
and Br. Bernard O.S.B came to the seminary site. Father 
Matthew, who has extensive experience building and 
remodeling churches throughout the world, is passionate 
about architecture. His years in the Old World have 
certainly helped him understand the impact architecture 
has in day-to-day life and particularly in the formation 
of young men learning to live in the presence of God. 
Br. Bernard is an architect by trade who, shortly after 
graduating from Columbia University, renounced his career 
in order to dedicate his life to the worship of God. As soon 
as he joined the monastery, he realized he knew very little 
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about sacred architecture. He was sent to Europe to study 
the great churches and monasteries which are the fruit of 
Christian civilization. 

The monks will certainly be a great asset to the project. 
Traditionally, it has always been monks who have protected 
and ensured the continuation of civilization. They have the 
rich cultural heritage of Catholic civilization to guide them. 
As monks, they also understand poverty and simplicity. 
They have the key which will enable the Project to function 
with a reasonable budget. They bring with them over 
twenty years of experience on how to build a Seminary that 
leads young men to God. Their contribution will certainly 
be fruitful and beneficial to the Project.

(Above) The monks look through local stone 
samples that might be used for the exterior 
of the building as shown by the models 
below.



Lourdes Pilgrimage 2014

This coming Fall STAS once again invites one and all to join 

our annual pilgrimage to Lourdes. This year is the 100th 

anniversary of the death of the Society’s Patron, and in 

commemoration the pilgrimage will begin in Italy and visit 

many of the important places of St. Pius X’s life including the 

city of Venice. The journey will continue westwards towards  

its goal, stopping at Padua and Turin along the way. Once in 

France, the pilgrimage will pause at two different apparition 

sites of Our Lady nestled in the Alps before finally arriving 

at Lourdes to join in the annual ceremonies organized by the 

district of France, this year especially dedicated to St. Pius X. 

All are invited, especially the sick and elderly, whose needs will 

be amply provided for by the seminarians and nurse who will 

accompany the group. Find out more at  stas.org/en/lourdes 

or by calling 507.454.8000

(Above) A recent aerial shot revealing the 
progress on the first of two dormitory floors. 
The number of windows gives an idea of how 

many bedroooms will be on each floor.

(Left) Father Matthew and Brother Bernard 
discuss finish and design ideas for the 

building with the project’s architect.



The Society of St. Pius X is an international priestly society of common life 
without vows, whose purpose is the priesthood and all that pertains to it.  

St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary is an international seminary of the Society 
currently located in Minnesota.  Ad Orientem chronicles the construction of 
the new St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary in Virginia.  To find out more about the 
project or to contribute, visit http://newseminaryproject.org.
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