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His Excellency Bishop Fellay blessed our new building on 
November 4th amidst a multitude of faithful in attendance. 
We know that many of you would also have liked to be 
present on that day but were unable to do so.

Therefore, we are pleased to offer you this special issue 
of Ad Orientem in order to share a little of the joy of this 
beautiful day with those who couldn’t attend.

Those who attended the ceremony will find in these pages 
an occasion to remember those important moments in the 
life of Holy Mother Church.

As the Governor of the State of Virginia remarked to us 
a few days before the inauguration itself, in our present 
times, it is more common to close Catholic seminaries than 
to build them.

This miracle was possible thanks to your sustained 
generosity through-out all these years, enabling us to carry 
out what seemed impossible: to build a seminary in these 
times of generalized apostasy.

We hope that you will find in these pages the expression 
of our deepest gratitude and of our wishes and prayers, 
which we elevate towards the Child-King, asking Him to 
protect and bless your families in this beautiful season of 
Christmas. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo et in terra pax hominibus bonae 
voluntatis.

The Society of St. Pius X is an international priestly society of common life 
without vows, whose purpose is the priesthood and all that pertains to it.  

St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary is an international seminary of the Society   
residing at its new location in Virginia. Ad Orientem chronicles life at 
the seminary. To find out more about the project or to contribute, visit 
newseminaryproject.org.
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Fr. Yves le Roux

On November 29, St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary 
celebrated the anniversary of the dedication of the 
cathedral of Richmond by offering Solemn Mass and 
Vespers.  In this annual commemoration, the Seminary 
prays for the local Ordinary, Bishop Francis X. DiLorenzo, 
as well as for his diocese, in which our Seminary 
resides.  This traditional practice of commemorating 
the anniversary of the dedication of the local cathedral 
manifests the hierarchical character of the Catholic 
Church.  

P.S. Please send your requests for Christmas Mass Novena cards to our new 

address found on the back of this newsletter.

Anniversary Dedication

On December 8, the feast of the Immaculate Conception, 
the Seminary was privileged to have Fr. Therasian Xavier  
make his perpetual engagement in the SSPX.  Eight 
seminarians engaged themselves for the first time. 

Fr. Xavier was ordained in Winona in 2011.  His first 
assignment was Palayamkottai, India, and he has been 
there ever since.  He was made prior in 2015.  The 
Seminary was pleased to receive him for this special 
occasion.

In the sermon of the Mass, Rev. Fr. Yves le Roux 
explained how Our Lady, the Immaculate Conception, is 
the perfect model of generous submission to God.  It is 
not by chance that Archbishop Lefebvre chose this feast 
day for the ceremony of engagement.  As her children 
make for the first time or renew their complete oblation 
of self to God, they ask her to bring them into the same 
spirit which penetrated her whole life. 

Perpetual Engagement in the SSPX
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