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More than a thousand years ago, the Roman Empire lay in 
ruins. Darkness and chaos reigned as barbarians pillaged 
Europe. But out of the ashes of civilization, monks of 
the great religious orders faithfully used their hands to 
build stone monasteries that would be the foundations 
of a new world. Those days seem like something from 
the distant past, but some young men from St. Thomas 
Aquinas Seminary spent their summer discovering both the 
suffering and satisfaction derived from such a work.

During July and August, more than sixty seminarians 
came to the site of the Society of St. Pius X’s New Seminary 
Project in the Blue Ridge Mountains of central Virginia.  
Each of them spent a month there working outdoors, in rain 
or sun, at the place where they will one day be ordained.  
Like the monks of another time, they were doing what they 
could to lay the foundation of restoration in an age where 
civilization seems to be fading away.  

The labor was not easy. Six days per week, the seminary 
work crew rose before dawn and worked into the evening. 
While the contractors oversaw the construction of the 
building itself, the seminarians busied themselves in 
pruning the forests of the 1,100-acre property, shoveling 
gravel for the room foundations, and moving earth to 
control erosion from the construction site. Rocks and 
stumps were hauled by wheelbarrow from a 16-acre field, 
soon to be an orchard that will provide the seminary with 
fresh fruit. 

As important as the work itself was the impact of the 
common effort on the seminarians’ fraternal charity 
and community spirit. More than once, the contractors 
were heard voicing their approval of the work ethic and 
cheerfulness of the seminarians. As they lived and worked 
and sweated there, the new seminary became their project, 
more than just an image on paper. Many seminarians 
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“Romanitas”, the spirit of filial love and attachment 
to Rome, is a spirit in which the Catholic faith is 
fundamentally rooted. Archbishop Lefebvre, the founder 
the Society of Saint Pius X, often stressed it – going so far 
as to write: ‘One cannot be Catholic without being Roman.’ 
Seeing the great importance of this attachment, especially 
for Catholic priests, Archbishop Lefebvre wanted his 
seminarians, at least once during their formation, to have 
the opportunity of visiting the Eternal City.

This summer, the seminarians in their final two years of 
study made a month-long tour of Rome. Professors of the 
seminary guided them through the seemingly infinite 
multitude of churches, shrines, and basilicas within the 
environs of the city. The seminarians witnessed centuries 
of history preserved in art and architecture. While the 
austere Fossanova expresses simplicity and silence, 
baroque masterpieces of St. Peter’s in the Vatican recall 
the words of a philosopher: ‘The noble, truly princely 
practice of spending lavishly in order to make splendidly 
visible some sublime thought – either in a solemn 
celebration, in sculpture, or in architecture…’ 

Such monuments stand as witnesses of Christianity’s 
power to penetrate and elevate human life in a world 
which has lost the sense of the sacred. Indeed, these works 
are a concrete manifestation of “Romanitas” or love of 
Eternal Rome, the rock upon which the Catholic faith in all 
of its integrity is fixed. For such is the spirit of our priestly 
society, a firm and immovable attachment to the Roman 
Catholic Church as it has been since St. Peter himself 
ruled over the Roman See. This is what Archbishop 
Lefebvre has given to his spiritual sons; as he said quoting 
St. Paul: Tradidi quod et accepi – ‘I have handed down 
what I have received.’

Rome Trip

(Above) Seminarians pray before the tomb 
of their patron, St. Pius X.

(Below) Ecône, Zaitzkofen, and Winona 
seminarians pose for a group photo.

(Above) Fr. Patrick Abbet says Mass for 
seminarians at the altar of the Holy Crib in 

St. Mary Major.
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remarked that these long summer days under the Virginia 
sun proved to be their most satisfying summer apostolate 
to date.

During these exhausting months, seeing the gradual 
progress of the seminary building was very encouraging.  
Each week, the seminarians were able to watch the 
building taking shape before their eyes, and to walk 
through the halls and rooms where they will one day live. 
But the seminarians are now personally involved.  Like 
the monks of medieval times, they have worked with their 
hands on an ambitious project for the glory of God.  And 
they can say now of the New Seminary what a wise man 
once said of the Catholic Church itself: ‘If this be the will of 
men, it will come to nothing, but if it be of God, you cannot 
overcome it.’

In March of 2012, the New Seminary Project appealed to 
your generosity by publicizing a “Perpetual Mass Trust.” 
Enrollment in this trust guarantees that, twice a year, nine 
consecutive Masses (a novena) will be offered for you and 
your family: in May for living family members, in November 
for deceased family members.

Though a donation of $10,000 might be intimidating, to dispel 
any confusion, you do not have to give, or even promise, this 
amount up front. The number is merely a marker; once the 
number is reached, the donor will be automatically enrolled 
and notified of the fact. Many donors are already approaching 
this goal thanks to their monthly contributions. 

All donations made will be counted towards the Mass Trust 
enrollment, including those for the “Operation 5,000” 
program. (For more information about this fundraiser, 
please see the accompanying sheet.) Not only does it have 
its own benefits to offer, but by enrolling in Operation 5,000 
you will be halfway to the Perpetual Mass Trust.

That time also might not be an obstacle, we remind you that 
this trust will be open throughout the construction of both 
phases of the new seminary: that of the main building and 
that of the chapel.

This Christmas, we heartily renew our appeal. Take 
advantage of this opportunity to obtain for yourself and your 
family many spiritual blessings for generations to come.

NSP News Flash: The first floor is standing and the 
second floor dormitories are now under construction.  
For more pictures and information on how to make your 
contribution, please visit the New Seminary Project website: 
newseminaryproject.org.

(Above) Massive amounts of mud, rock, and wood were cleared and hauled during the summer.

(Above) The seminary rector inspects the 
grounds around the project. (Above) This garage will one day hold the 

cars which the priests will drive to their 
mission chapels.

(Above) The view from the webcam on 
the project’s website keeps track of the 
construction.

(Above) The eastern view showing the 
first floor classrooms and basement utility 
rooms.

(Above) The nearly completed 
administration building as seen from a 

distance.

(Below and Right) These photos show the 
progress on the eastern wall  and the library 
tower on the corner.

(Above) One of the classrooms in which 
seminarians will receive their formation.

(Below) Seminarians pose atop an enormous pile of cleared trees and brush.

The Perpetual Mass Trust at the Seminary


