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The Seminary is pleased to announce that, this spring, 
Bishop Fellay, accompanied by seminarians from Winona, 
will visit the New Seminary in Dillwyn, Virginia. His 
Excellency will offer a Pontifical High Mass on Saturday, 
April 26 at 9:30 A.M. Lunch will be served afterward 
followed by a conference from Bishop Fellay on the current 
situation in the Church at 2:30 P.M. After the conference, 
seminarians will offer guided tours of the Seminary 
building. The tours will reveal the impressive progress 
that has been made in the last months as the Seminary 
continues to take shape and begins to show its distinctive 
Romanesque design.  Visitors will be able to walk through 
the hallways, stand inside the future classrooms, and gain 
a sense of how daily life will unfold in the Seminary’s new 
home.  Seminarians will explain not only the efficiency and 
functionality of the design but also the Catholic symbolism 
incarnated into the New Seminary’s architecture.

All friends and benefactors are invited to participate in this 
event.  Besides individuals, the priests and seminarians 

would be pleased to welcome parish organizations such 
as parish chapters of the Holy Name Society or delegates 
from these organizations whose future chaplains will be 
formed on this site.  These social apostolates multiply the 
impact of the priestly ministry but might also multiply the 
capacity of their members to contribute toward the work 
of priestly formation.  Parish organizations might consider 
participating in “Operation 5000” and sponsoring the room 
of a future seminarian – something not readily possible 
for many faithful already bearing the financial burdens 
of a genuinely Catholic life.  Plaques will be mounted in 
donated rooms bearing the names of benefactors reminding 
future generations of seminarians to pray for those whose 
benevolence has made their house of formation possible.

The progress that has been made has only been attainable 
because of your support. In thanks, the faculty and 
seminarians are happy to offer this occasion to visit and to 
see the fruits of your generosity. 
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Construction crews have set in place the hollow-core planking 

which will support the second floor of the New Seminary’s 

main building. The next milestone which we hope to achieve 

with your continued assistance will be to complete the “shell” 

of the entire structure – block walls and roof by September of 

this year. This will permit  work to progress unimpeded by the 

elements during the late fall and winter months.

To reach this point within this time frame is an ambitious 

undertaking, as it will require nearly $7,000,000 to finance, 

but to put the the Seminary “under roof” before the most 

inclement period of the year would greatly facilitate the 

project’s advance. We commend this next phase of the 

Seminary’s birth to your generosity – to which every 

photograph found on these pages is a tribute.

(Above)  The cloister courtyard from the view of the chapel.
(Below) The current progress of the courtyard compared to a digital rendering.

Project Update



(Above) Before and after shots of a cloister corridor taken only two weeks apart.
(Below) The future first floor dorm rooms overlooking the courtyard to the left.        

(Above) The first floor view of the library 
tower, with a floor laid above it. 

(Above) The shell of the administration 
building is complete. 



The Society of St. Pius X is an international priestly society of common life 
without vows, whose purpose is the priesthood and all that pertains to it.  

St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary is an international seminary of the Society 
currently located in Minnesota.  Ad Orientem chronicles the construction of 
the new St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary in Virginia.  To find out more about the 
project or to contribute, visit http://newseminaryproject.org.
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