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His Excellency Bishop Bernard Fellay raised seven young 
men to the priesthood and five to the diaconate in an 
ordination ceremony held on the grounds of St. Thomas 
Aquinas Seminary, on the 13th of June, ember Friday in the 
octave of Pentecost.

In his sermon, His Excellency dwelt on the importance of 
the Holy Ghost for the priesthood and the diaconate.  He 
began by pointing out that the Holy Ghost is mentioned in 
the words used for conferring both these orders. 

Addressing the deacons in particular, Bishop Fellay 
reminded them that they need the strength of the Holy 
Ghost to bear their greater responsibilities in the spiritual 
combat.  Their duty of preaching the Gospel—which they 
now have the right to sing at Mass—requires them to 
accept in advance the sufferings that inevitably follow: for 
the servant is not above his master, and if the world hated 

Christ, we should not be astonished if it hates His ministers 
today. 

Then, speaking to the priests, Bishop Fellay dwelt for a 
little on their sublime role as instruments in the hands of 
God.  The Lord will act through them as secondary agents 
in the accomplishment of His masterful work—using their 
gestures, words, and all their activity as so many means 
for imparting that which God alone can give; divine grace.  
Especially in the celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass they will experience this marvelous intimacy with 
their Lord, when they say in the person of Christ, This is My 
Body.  Then they become identified in a mysterious manner 
with Christ, the principal offerer of the Holy Sacrifice, Who 
uses their words to effect His own unbloody immolation.

Although the priestly ordinands were fewer in number than 
last year’s, the multitude of the faithful attending, well over 
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Construction on the main building of the New Seminary 
Project was intentionally slowed during most of the 
months of April and May in order to implement the value-
engineering decisions which were the fruit of the recent 
visits of Fr. Matthew O.S.B. and Br. Bernard O.S.B. (AD 
ORIENTEM #8).  The purpose of these decisions was to 
reduce the cost of the building without compromising 
its beauty and efficiency.  During this time, construction 
continued without interruption on the administration 
building and parish hall, the result of which is a beautiful 
heavy timber truss roof, which will welcome future 
families and parishioners.  During the final week of May, 
construction work on the main seminary building resumed 
in full force.  The crews have finished the walls of the 
second floor, which will be the rooms for the priests and 
seminarians, and are preparing to install the third floor 
planking. Plumbers, meanwhile, have installed the in-floor 
tubing which is integral to the building’s economical 
heating system.

Under the current schedule, the exterior shell of the main 
building will be completely roofed by November, and, if 
funding continues, crews will immediately begin finishing 
phase one.  The Seminary wishes to express its gratitude 
for the prayers and sacrifices of those who have made 
this possible and trusts in their continued support.  The 
seminarians who wish to be the first ordained in Virginia 
hope to move into their new home in 2016.

For more information, please visit    
www.newseminaryproject.org

Project Update

(Above) The timber truss roof of the future 
parish hall.

(Below) The vast work of in-floor tubing 
now set on the second floor.
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2000 persons, bore testimony to the fact that every increase 
in the number of priests is cause for great joy.  Those who 
came sacrificed time and money to be present—but a 
living faith makes the inconveniences appear in their true 
proportions, when they are placed next to the importance 
of the event rightly understood.  God must be glorified, 
and souls must be saved; but in these times especially the 
harvest is great and the laborers few, and it is no small 
thing when the Lord of the harvest raises up new laborers 
(Lk. 10:2) who, formed according to the mind of His holy 
Church, are ready to spend and be spent (2 Cor. 12:15) for 
the sake of extending Christ’s kingdom in souls.

(Above) Fr. Michael McMahon assists the 
newly-ordained Fr. Charles Deister.

(Below) The new priests and deacons 
process from the tent after the ceremony.

(Above) All twelve ordinands lay prostrate 
during the singing of the Litany of the Saints.

(Below) Ordinands receive the imposition of 
hands from the priests who are present.

(Above) Fr. Andrew Ferrelli receives the 
imposition of hands, which is the matter of 
the sacrament.

(Below) Fr. Joseph Haynos bestows his first 
blessing upon his father.(Above) Fr. Duncan professes the promitto, a 

solemn promise of obedience.   

(Below) Fr. Stafki’s newly consecrated hands 
are bound with the manutergium. 

(Below) Fr. Isaac Delmanowski, assisted by 
Fr. Trevor Burfitt, celebrating the Mass of 
ordination with the ordaining Bishop.

(Above) Fr. Peter Fortin gives his first 
blessing to Fr. Jurgen Wegner, the incoming 
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