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The New Seminary Project has seen noteworthy 
developments in the last few months.  In November, the 
project received its first visit from the Society’s recently-
appointed General Bursar, Father Pablo Suárez.  Progress 
continued on the third floor of the main building, and 
preparations for the construction of the roof have now 
begun.  The value engineering project initiated several 
months ago (see Ad Orientem Number 8, April, 2014) has 
yielded modifications to the building’s design which reduce 
expense while maintaining aesthetic quality and structural 
durability.  With the necessary financial help, we hope to 
see the Seminary completed according to schedule.

Value engineering
Thanks to the generosity of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Monastery and the dedication and guidance of Brother 
Bernard O.S.B., the value engineering process has been 

successfully completed, and the finished design appears in 
the above sketch. A slate roof will crown this structure built 
to stand the test of time. The outer surface of the walls will 
be covered with a lime-based stucco, giving an appealing 
Old World look while eliminating the expenses associated 
with a stone facade.  The lowest floor of the seminary whose 
walls are in contact with ground moisture will be clad with 
brick – as will the building’s buttresses – to protect the 
stucco and enhance the beauty of the seminary as may be 
seen in the design sketch. The windows on the ground floor 
and first floor will remain arched, but those on the top two 
floors will be rectangular, featuring heavy timber lintels. 
This heavy timber theme will extend to the interior of the 
seminary as well.

Preparations for the roof
The load-bearing walls of the third floor have been 
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completed and have been prepared to receive the roof 
trusses.  Other trusses have already been mounted on the 
sisters’ refectory, the sisters’ conference room, and the 
main conference room (which will serve as a provisional 
chapel until Providence provides the means for the 
construction of a church). The workers are sheeting the 
trusses with plywood to protect the building during the 
rapidly approaching winter.  A mild Virginia winter would 
minimize delays in the installation of the slate roof so 
prayers for that intention would be most appreciated.  
Meanwhile, although work on the top of the building 
remains the priority, workers continue pouring concrete in 
the basement and on the first floor.

Fr. Suarez visits the site
The New Seminary Project received the Society’s General 
Bursar for a three-day visit in November. Responsible for 
the finances and the construction projects of the Society 
throughout the world, Fr. Suárez came to familiarize 
himself with this beautiful project, to ensure its good 
order, and to understand better the obstacles it faces. In 
spite of the immense generosity of our faithful, the largest 
obstacle to finishing by 2016 is a financial one. We thank 
our benefactors for their prayers and continued generosity, 
assuring them of our own prayers and gratitude.

(Above) Fr. Steven Reuter and the General 
Bursar of the SSPX, Fr. Pablo Suárez, met 

with the general contractor. 

(Below) The seminary plans emerge as the 
whole building takes shape.

(Below) Roofing trusses have been placed 
above the temporary chapel.

(Above/Below) Aerial footage shows the 
latest third floor progress.             



November
Fr. Jamey Rigi visited the Seminary November 14-17 to sing 
a Solemn first Mass for the seminarians and parishioners 
and to give them his first blessing.  Fr. Rigi was ordained 
last September in Post Falls, Idaho and is currently 
stationed at St. Thomas Beckett priory in Veneta, Oregon.  
A newly ordained priest may say three “first Masses”.  A 
plenary indulgence is granted under the usual conditions 
to a priest on the occasion of a first Mass he celebrates 
with some solemnity, as well as to the faithful who assist 
at the Mass. Moreover, a partial indulgence is granted to 
the faithful who kiss the palms of a newly ordained priest 
both on the day of ordination and on the day of a first Mass. 
These indulgences promote and reward personal devotion 
and manifest honor towards the mystery of the Eucharist 
and the priesthood.  The Seminary thanks Fr. Rigi for 
providing such an opportunity for grace.

October
Three seminary professors, Fr. Juan Carlos Iscara, Fr. 
Joseph Wood, and Fr. Daniel Themann, were invited to 
speak at the Angelus Press Conference, held annually in 
Kansas City, Missouri.  The theme of this year’s event was 
The Mass, Heart of the Church.  Fr. Iscara spoke about the 
Mass in times of persecution.  In our present crisis, when 
the traditional Mass still undergoes a persecution, Catholics 
can find light and encouragement by studying the example 
of other Catholics throughout history.  Fr. Themann’s 
conference was equally pertinent for our times, as he 
exposed the doctrinal reasons for the Society’s opposition 
to the New Mass.  Fr. Wood, in his turn, spoke about the 
Mass as the source of sanctification within married life.  
Third year seminarians, while attending the conferences 
and presenting the latest New Seminary Project news at the 
Seminary’s booth, were pleased to meet the many generous 
and edifying faithful who attended the event. 

December
Annually on the feast of the Immaculate Conception, priests 
and seminarians of the Society of St. Pius X renew their 
engagements as members of the Society.  At the Seminary, 
this is done in a public ceremony during the Solemn High 
Mass.  This year, seven seminarians became new members, 
and two Seminary professors, Fr. Wood and Fr. Themann, 
together with several of their confreres from the United 
States District, made their perpetual engagements at the 
Seminary. As the text of the ceremony indicates, they 
were “eager to solemnly pronounce their oblation in the 
sight of God and Our Lord Jesus Christ—and His most 
amiable Mother and the Angels and all the Elect—in the 
face of the Holy Roman Church, and in the bosom of the 
Priestly Fraternity of Saint Pius X.” May the Society, under 
the patronage of the Immaculata, grow in numbers and in 
sanctity for the restoration of the social reign of Christ.



The Society of St. Pius X is an international priestly society of common life 
without vows, whose purpose is the priesthood and all that pertains to it.  

St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary is an international seminary of the Society 
currently located in Minnesota.  Ad Orientem chronicles life at the seminary 
and the construction of the new St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary in Virginia.  To 
find out more about the project or to contribute, visit newseminaryproject.org.
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