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Professors Departing
With the close of the 2018-2019 academic year, St.
Thomas Aquinas Seminary bids farewell to the new
ordinands and two of its professors: Fr. James Peek
of Wanganui, New Zealand, and Fr. Patrick Abbet of
Charrat, Switzerland.
Fr. Peek was ordained in 1985, and was at one
time assigned as Rector of Holy Cross Seminary in
Australia before being transferred to Winona in 2001.
Fr. Peek will be transferred to St. Mary’s Assumption
Priory in St. Louis, MO. While Fr. Peek has taught
many subjects during his tenure, he will be especially
missed for his classes of Scripture, Logic, and Latin.

Fr. Leo Anthony Haynos

Fr. Abbet was ordained in 2002 and was stationed at
St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary in 2005. He has served
the last six years as Vice Rector. Fr. Abbet taught
Dogma, Metaphysics, and Music and was also the pastor for the faithful who attended Mass at the seminary.
Fr. Abbet’s new assignment will take him to St. John’s
Presbytery in Dublin, Ireland.
For next academic year, the Seminary anticipates
the arrival of two new priests: Fr. Leo Anthony Haynos, coming from Our Lady of Sorrows in Phoenix,
AZ; and Fr. Vincente Griego, who served as District
Superior of Ireland.
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A Day of Joy
The day of ordinations is a day of joy at the
seminary. After long years of studies, this morning,
five young Levites received the priestly unction.
They are now priests for eternity, offering the holy
and immaculate Victim for the glory of God and the
salvation of souls.
Do we truly grasp the importance of even one
priestly ordination?
We could, indeed, regret that there are only five
new priests ordained, when the world is in such
great need of grace However, let us remember what
the devil said to the holy Curé of Ars: “If there were
two or three priests like you, my empire would be
threatened”.
In our declining world, the presence of a priest, of
even a single priest, is a lighthouse in the midst of a
storm. Once more, the cross is planted and the blood
of Christ spread to atone for the innumerable sins
that are committed.
A single priestly ordination is a hope shining
again. The reign of Christ is established in the
world, rendering powerless all of Satan’s attempts at
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domination. Nothing in the world can be compared
to a priest who offers the Sacrifice of the Mass. His
power and influence have no equal.
Therefore, it is of our strict duty to pray for
priestly vocations and to pray for the fidelity of
priests to their vocation.
We thank you for joining your prayers to ours
and for sharing in our profound joy. The dawn of
the resurrection of the Church is not far away. The
King’s banners go forward and bring the message of
peace which the world needs, that your souls ask for.
Tomorrow, these young priests will be the
shepherds of your souls, leading you in a pilgrimage
following Our Lord Jesus Christ, in order to sing
eternally the glory of the Father.
In Christo Sacerdote et Maria,

Fr. Yves le Roux
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