
adjacent convent housing were utilized, the 
available number of rooms would still fall 
short of the requirement. 
 The solution eventually decided upon 
was the transfer of the Seminary’s miniature 

Benedictine community to the “farmhouse”, 
a two-story home located on the property 
within a few hundred yards of the main 
building.  Previously used only to house 
guests and visitors, the farmhouse would 
now be pressed into full-time service.  This 
solution required significant renovations 
to prepare the building for its influx of 
monastic occupants (see p.3 "Summertime 
at the Seminary") but has worked out well 

for both parties 
involved.  To 
the benefit of 
the Seminary, 
the room crisis 
has been avert-
ed—at least 
for the coming 
year.  To the 
benefit of the 
Benedictines, 
while remain-
ing active 

members of 
the Seminary 
community, the 

brothers now dwell together in the same 
location and thereby enjoy an arrangement 
somewhat similar to their life at the monas-
tery.

Bye-bye, Bowlers
 Dormitory rooms, of course, were not 
the only kind of square footage in short 
supply this fall, and the Benedictines were 
not the only victims of the crisis of space.  

St. Basil’s Classroom, which 
already underwent an exten-
sive expansion project a few 
years ago, once again can-
not accommodate the entire 
Seminary community for 
those func-
tions when 
all must 
be present: 

the frequent 
spiritual 
conferences, 

the monthly recollections, 
and more infrequent 
events such as guest 
speakers and retreats.  On 
such occasions, despite 
sitting elbow-to-elbow, the seminarians  fill 
every available seat and then overflow into 
the hallway leading to the room.  Although 
each member of the community bore this 
inconvenience with the usual heroic resig-
nation, everyone hoped that some remedy 
would soon be forthcoming.  
 When the remedy was revealed, how-
ever, the reaction proved somewhat less 
unanimous—the bowling alley was to be 
demolished and a new conference room 
constructed in its place.  Veteran Seminary 
bowlers were stunned.  That the hallowed 
lanes could ever disappear seemed simply 
unthinkable.  But priorities are priori-
ties, and the bowling alley now represents 
too valuable a piece of “real estate” to 
be utilized for strictly recreational pur-
suits.  The maintenance department was 
summoned and promptly hammered out 
a timetable for demolition and reconstruc-
tion.  According to this plan, a hall adequate 
for the Seminary’s continuously growing 
numbers (and sufficient to accommodate the 
large groups that visit for the annual Priests’ 
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Fall Enrollment Rises to All-Time High

With so many houses of religious 
formation sitting vacant, having 
too many occupants may seem 

a welcome problem.  Welcome it may be, 
yet a problem it remains.  At the opening 
of this academic 
year, the com-
bined enrollment 
for the Seminary 
and Brother’s 
Novitiate reached 
eighty-one men—a 
record number for 
Stockton Hill.  This 
year, therefore, 
brought with it a 
number of changes 
and projects by 
which the Seminary sought to cope with its 
continuously growing family.  

Farming Out the Benedictines
 The incoming Class of 2006, com-
prised of twenty-eight young men, rep-
resented various regions of the United 
States but also Canada, France, and the 
Philippines.  When the new applications 
were submitted last spring and acceptance 
letters issued, the 
faculty faced the 
serious issue of 
providing accom-
modations for all 
the new entrants.  
When, in 2002, the 
Seminary received 
one of its largest 
incoming classes, 
a solution was 
found by moving 
the Seminary’s 
four Society broth-
ers into the nearby 
convent building.  
But the Benedictine seminarians received 
since that time had swelled the convent 
to maximum capacity.  As things stood at 
Ordinations, even if all the guest rooms and 

In December 2005, visitors to the Seminary’s website were shocked and disappointed to find themselves redirected to the per-
sonal webpage of a Russian student. This individual, well-versed in the finer points of domain name security, had successfully 
although fraudulently gained possession of the internet address www.stas.org. For eight months the Seminary’s website 

had no alternative but to take up temporary lodging at www.sspxseminary.org and at www.stocktonhill.org while the Seminary 
endeavored to regain its rightful ownership.  
 Fortunately, during the month of August, the Seminary’s web staff finally succeeded in reacquiring the “stas.org” 
domain name.  Although during a portion of the period of “exile” some of the site’s functionality temporarily vanished, all 
was eventually restored, and the site has successfully relocated to its proper home, whole and entire. For the benefit of those 
who have become familiar with the site at its alternative locations, the addresses www.sspxseminary.org and www.stocktonhill.
org will continue to function for the present as redirecting domains that will automatically transfer the viewer to www.stas.org.  
 Since its launch in July, 2004, the site has brought the Society of St. Pius X’s apostolate to the attention of many and has 
provided a convenient means of corresponding with the curious. In fact, among the seminarians who entered this fall, some 
originally made contact with the Seminary through this website. The Seminary wishes to express its appreciation to all those who 
offered their help, either by their prayers or by their technical expertise, during this process of reacquisition. Further revisions will 
be made to the site during this academic year, so that it may fulfill, even more effectively, the functions for which it has already 
proved so valuable. 

STAS is Back!

The Benedictines pose in front of their new
"mini-monastery".  From the left: Brothers 

Elias, Raphael, Thomas Aquinas, Luke, Gabriel,             
and Augustine.

Meeting) should be 
in place by February, 
2007.

Office Space
 Perhaps the one 

difficulty which remains after this series of 
countermeasures does not so much affect 
the Seminary’s community but rather the 
Seminary’s parish.  This year’s enrollment 
obviously caused another “high watermark” 
in the Main Chapel as seminarians spilled 
over from the choir stalls to occupy the first 
two rows of pews usually reserved for the 
faithful.  Although the result is an impres-
sive sight during the Offices chanted in 
common, the situation becomes somewhat 
crowded during Sunday Mass when all the 
parishioners are present.  
 But even if one problem still awaits 
solution, in the end, this is a good problem 
to have.  This frequent reminder of the 
growing Seminary family almost visually 
represents the blessings which God con-
tinues to bestow on the cause of Tradition.  
Through the prayers of the faithful, may He 
now confer those graces of discernment and 
perseverance that will guarantee the fruitful 
completion of the work He has begun.

Under destruction:  The Maintenance 
Department assaults the bowling alley.

Meeting) should be 

The "first-years" appreciated the chance to step out of the Seminary's cramped
quarters for their official class photos.

The  Humanities Class The  Spirituality Class

Construction Projects Make Room for More



While many seminarians of St. 
Thomas Aquinas Seminary were 
dispersing throughout the United 

States to accomplish their summer aposto-
late, three of them—Joseph Wood, Jonathan 
Loop, and David West—found themselves 
on a plane to France. In what might be 
called the “great experiment”, they had 
been asked to spend their sum-
mer apostolate studying 
the French language 
in Paris.  This 
prompted them 
to wonder if their 
obvious deficiencies 
in the English tongue 
were driving their superi-
ors to test their capacity for 
speaking another.  In reality, 
the ultimate purpose of the project 
was to place within their reach a host 
of anti-liberal authors whose works have 
not yet been translated into English.  Even 
more importantly, a facility with French 
would enable these seminarians to access 
the untranslated books, articles, and spiritual 
conferences of Archbishop Lefebvre and 
more easily acquire the spirit of the Society 
of St. Pius X, which is none other than the 
spirit of Monsignor Lefebvre himself.
 Indeed, the whole summer afforded 

these three seminarians the opportunity to 
enter into the mind of the Archbishop.  They 
could even acquire his spirit simply by 
attending classes and moving about Paris 
in their cassocks.  In the wake of Vatican 
II, the vast majority of priests and religious 
discarded their habits under the pretext of 
better fulfilling the needs of the modern 
apostolate.  The Archbishop, on the other 
hand, decided to retain the wearing of the 

cassock for members of the Society pre-
cisely to respect the religious "instinct" 

of men and to serve as a witness 
of Our Lord just by one’s man-

ner of dress.  At the various 
French schools the semi-
narians attended, many for-

eigners had little or no knowl-
edge of the Church and what the 

cassock represented. This ignorance 
prompted many questions touching on the 

Faith. One of the seminarians even had the 
opportunity to give—in broken French!—a 
presentation to his fellow students in the 
language program about the purpose of the 
cassock and life at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Seminary.  The vast majority of French citi-
zens, however, easily recognized the young 
seminarians by the sight of their cassock or 
“soutane”.  On the one hand, there were a 
sizable number of elderly citizens who fond-
ly remembered their youth, when priests 

regularly wore clerical dress, and 
thanked the seminarians 

for rendering testi-
mony to the Faith.  

One man even 
went so far as 
to say “Thank 
you!  The 
Church has 
become invis-

ible and it is 
necessary 

for Her to become visible once more!”  On 
the other hand, the majority of Frenchmen, 
thoroughly formed by the current atheistic 
culture, displayed coldness or downright 
hostility towards the wearing of the soutane.  
Although donning the cassock every day 
in an antagonistic environment was a vital 
help in discovering the mind of Archbishop 
Lefebvre, it was far from being the only 
such aid.
 The seminarians were also able to 
acquire the Archbishop’s spirit by assisting 
in the Church’s 
liturgy at St. 
Nicolas du 
Chardonnet, the 
Society’s church 
located in the 
heart of Paris.  
This liturgical 
life culminated 
in the Solemn 
High Mass 
in honor of 
Our Lady’s 
Assumption 
on August 15, 
followed by 
a procession 
through the 
streets of Paris. 
This day, the patronal feast of France, is 
also the occasion on which the priests of the 
Society’s French District renew the conse-
cration of their country to Mary made by 
Louis XIII.  This festivity showed the semi-
narians the glory of Catholic France and 
provided another example of how the Faith 
ought to inform every aspect of man’s life.  
As a result, they were better able to appre-
ciate the Archbishop’s constant insistence 
that to be a Catholic means to work for the 
Social Reign of Our Lord Jesus Christ.
 Of course, Our Lord must reign not 
only in society, but in every aspect of our 
daily lives.  The Archbishop once said, 

“The virtues which come forth from the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass—from 

Passing the Summer in Paris
the Cross—are poured forth little by little 
into souls. Thus, order is reestablished little 
by little in souls, and if it is reestablished 
in individuals, it is consequently reestab-
lished in families, villages, and the whole 
of society.  This is how Christian civiliza-
tion came about.” (Sermon of February 2, 
1982).  According to Archbishop Lefebvre, 
Christian politeness founded upon charity 
has always been one of the distinguish-
ing features of this civilization and flows 
directly from it.  The seminarians observed 

this gracious 
manner in 
the parish-
ioner of St. 
Nicolas who 
allowed them 
to stay in an 
apartment 
she owns, 
requesting as 
recompense 
only an occa-
sional social 
visit.  At 
these informal 
gatherings, the 
seminarians 
were treated 
not only to 

many French goodies, but also and more 
impressively, to the example of a soul seek-
ing the good of others before her own.  
 These opportunities alone would 
have made this apostolate profitable, but 
the seminarians also achieved the desired 
proficiency in the French language.  Now 
they have at their disposal the numerous 
works of Archbishop Lefebvre and others, 
by means of which they may nourish their 
Faith.  By truly making the spirit of this 
faithful shepherd their own, they will grow 
in the love of Our Lord, of His Church, and 
of His sacrifice and subsequently impart this 
treasure to generations yet to come.

On Sunday October 15, during a 
Mass celebrated in St. Peter’s 
Square, Pope Benedict XVI pro-

posed two men and two women as worthy 
of veneration because they had been “ready 
to abandon all for the Kingdom of God.”  
One of these four, Bishop Rafael Guizar y 
Valencia, has a special connection with St. 
Thomas Aquinas Seminary since he is the 
great grand uncle of fourth year seminarian 
Br. Raphael O.S.B.  Brother explained that 
his own family has long venerated this holy 
man and gladly shared the story of his life 
with VERBUM.
 Rafael was born on April 26, 1878 in 
Cotija de la Paz in the state of Michoacan in 
central Mexico.  He was the fourth of elev-
en children from among whom God would 
raise up two bishops and two female reli-
gious. His parents were locally prominent 
and relatively wealthy.  They were also con-
spicuous for their moral uprightness even 
in this region of Mexico where the moral 
fiber of the people was already proverbial.   
Mrs. Guizar in particular was renowned for 
her heroic charity towards the poor and dis-
eased, and young Rafael seemed to absorb 
his mother’s compassion and generosity.
 Ordained a priest in 1901 at the age of 
23, young Father Guizar was soon appoint-

ed spiritual director and professor of dog-
matic theology for the seminary at Zamora.  
Just two years later, he received permission 
to found a religious institute for the educa-
tion of children under the patronage of Our 
Lady of Holy Hope.  After flourishing for a 
number of years, the institute was dissolved 
by the Mexican government, and Father 
Guizar found an outlet for his apostolic zeal 
by preaching missions in Mexico, Cuba, 
Guatemala, Colombia, and even in Texas.  
During the anti-Catholic Revolution which 
broke out in Mexico in 1910, he often trav-
eled to the battlefields in disguise  to admin-
ister the Last Sacraments to the dying men. 
 While in exile to Cuba, he was appoint-
ed Bishop of Veracruz, and he re-entered 
Mexico in early 1920.  Although not a 
public supporter of the Cristeros War which 
broke out a few years later, Bishop Guizar 
nevertheless assisted the Catholic army with 
money and counsel.  This assistance even 
profited his own nephew, General Jesus 
Degollado Guizar, who was the last general 
in chief of the Cristeros Army.  Following 
the war, when the anti-Catholic persecution 
closed his diocesan seminary, Bishop Guizar 
sent his candidates to the underground 
seminary operating in Mexico City.  The 
Masonic governor noticed that the number 

of priests was increasing despite his efforts, 
and he attempted to limit by law the number 
of priests allowed.  The bishop protested 
by closing all the churches of the diocese.  
Enraged, the governor ordered the bishop to 
be shot on sight and printed a notice to this 
effect on the front-page of the newspaper.  
Whereupon the bishop marched straight into 
the governor’s office and slammed a copy 
of the paper onto his desk.  Intimidated by 
this courage and unwilling to execute the 
bishop personally, the gover-
nor revoked the order.  (Years 
later, Bishop Guizar would 
reconcile the governor to the 
Church on this man's death-
bed.)
 Finally in 1938, 
after numerous exiles, His 
Excellency died as he had 
desired—alone and in poverty—
in a small house in Mexico City 
after receiving Extreme Unction 
from his own brother.  During his 
life, he had frequently told his seminarians 
that he would “keep an eye on them from 
heaven.”  Many remembered this promise 
when his body was exhumed in 1950 and 
found to be incorrupt—with one eye open 
and one eye shut. 

Papal Ceremony Recognizes 
                       Seminarian’s Relative

 Br. Raphael shared many other edifying 
and even miraculous anecdotes of his great 
uncle which space does not allow to be enu-
merated here.  Taken together, they reveal 
the portrait of a man admirable not only for 
his sanctity but also for his resourcefulness 
and sense of humor.  By these qualities also, 
and not only by his apostolic zeal and moral 
heroism, he provides an example to which 
priests and seminarians of today may aspire.

the untranslated books, articles, and spiritual 
conferences of Archbishop Lefebvre and 
more easily acquire the spirit of the Society 
of St. Pius X, which is none other than the 
spirit of Monsignor Lefebvre himself.
 Indeed, the whole summer afforded 

cassock and life at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Seminary.  The vast majority of French citi-
zens, however, easily recognized the young 
seminarians by the sight of their cassock or 
“soutane”.  On the one hand, there were a 
sizable number of elderly citizens who fond-
ly remembered their youth, when priests 

regularly wore clerical dress, and 
thanked the seminarians 

for rendering testi-
mony to the Faith.  

One man even 
went so far as 
to say “Thank 
you!  The 
Church has 
become invis-

ible and it is 
necessary 

Assumption 
on August 15, 
followed by 
a procession 
through the 
streets of Paris. 
This day, the patronal feast of France, is 
also the occasion on which the priests of the 
Society’s French District renew the conse-
cration of their country to Mary made by 
Louis XIII.  This festivity showed the semi-
narians the glory of Catholic France and 
provided another example of how the Faith 
ought to inform every aspect of man’s life.  
As a result, they were better able to appre-
ciate the Archbishop’s constant insistence 
that to be a Catholic means to work for the 
Social Reign of Our Lord Jesus Christ.
 Of course, Our Lord must reign not 
only in society, but in every aspect of our 
daily lives.  The Archbishop once said, 

“The virtues which come forth from the 

On July 29 Joseph Wood, Jonathan Loop, and David 
West, together with third-year seminarian Todd Anderson, 
attended the formal abjuration of Pastor Sten Sandmark 

and Brother Joacim Svensson in Paris.



Shortly after the Ordinations tent came 
down, seminarians all across the 
continent began setting up similar, 

but smaller, shelters for the Society summer 
camps of 2006.  From teaching catechism 
to leading hikes or just by setting a good 
example, seminarians made these camps the 
high point of the summer for hundreds of 
boys.  
 Seminary professor Fr. Patrick Abbet 
guided seventy young men through a 
“Catholic vacation” in the woods of Los 
Gatos, California.  Six 

sacerdotal aspirants roughed it with 
them for two weeks as the boys explored 
Franciscan missions, creeks, cliffs, and 
campsites.  Thirty other boys followed Fr. 
Carl Sulzen to a campsite near the shores 
of Lake Huron in Ontario for the annual 
Canadian Martyrs Camp.  In this patch 
of wilderness five seminarians lent their 
help amidst campfires, obstacle courses, 
canoes, and water fights.  Fr. David 
Hewko coordinated two camps in New 
York State with the help of four seminar-
ians.  The younger boys remained near 
Syracuse, but the more mature traveled 
throughout upstate New York visiting, 
among other places, the shrine of the 

North American Martyrs at Auriesville, the 
Saratoga Battlefield National Monument, 
and Alexandria Bay along the St. Lawrence 
River.   This article would be long indeed if 
it catalogued all the activities and points of 
interest which characterized these summer 
camps as well as the ones held in Arizona, 
Idaho, Indiana, North Carolina, and even 
Mexico. 
 Camps function not simply as a play-
ground for children but also as a training 
ground for young Catholic men.  First and 

central to all of the camps was 
daily Mass, and the boys ben-
efited immensely from the daily 
sermons of the priests. For some 
of these young men, this was the 
first time away from their home 
parishes, and the camps showed 
them that the Mass is univer-
sal.  Frequently, priests would 
say Mass on makeshift altars in 
some unusual places—even on a 
cliff overlooking the ocean!  Led 
through altar serving practice and 
chant classes, the boys discovered 

that the liturgy expresses the same Faith 
they had learned (and were learning) in 
their catechism.  Leading these activities 
was the special office of the seminarians.  
The campers also learned through the many 
informal conversations held with their coun-
selors about the particulars of Seminary life 
and the paths which led these semi-
narians to follow their voca-
tion.  Undoubtedly this 
apostolate made 
a deep 

impression on the attendees. 
Many current seminarians 
attended these camps in their 
youth and still carry with them 
the lessons which they learned.  
 Conversely, the boys 
themselves were a source of 
instruction for their seminarian 
counselors. Though from many 
differing backgrounds, the light 
of grace shone in some of the 
young boys, evidenced by a simplicity and 
goodness that many have only read about.  
Others boys exercised the patience and the 
humility of the seminarians by not offer-
ing their respect and obedience readily.  In 
addition, through the campers the seminar-
ians learned of the sacrifices which families 
sometimes undergo just to get to Mass on 
Sunday and to practice their Faith in the 
most ordinary ways.  All things considered, 
the seminarians easily gained as much from 
these gatherings as those whom they are 
there to instruct.  
 The summer camps serve to form the 
Christian virtues in young men. While some 
secular  camps simply push game 
after game with mindless 
monotony, these rather 
were a vision of a 
better childhood. 
The phenomenon 
recurring in camp 
after camp was the 

Crying Out in the Wilderness
transfor-
mation of 
strangers 
into a 
commu-
nity of 
Catholic 

boys.  This 
marvel-
ous effect 
almost 

invariably took place as the boys learned 
that the Faith unites them by a bond stron-
ger and more sacred than a merely social 
friendship.  This was the most important 
lesson, one not taught from the pulpit or in 
the classroom, but experienced in the daily 
activities. 
 As the summer drew to a close, the 
seminarians brought back many stories of 
campers and their antics along with a deeper 
insight into the minds and hearts of children 
like those they will one day guide in their 
priestly apostolate. The campers took home 
with them new friendships, a better under-
standing and appreciation of the Faith, and 
the edifying examples observed at the camp 
from priests, fellow campers, and seminar-
ians.  Please pray that God will 
continue to shower many graces 
upon this annual apostolate.

Summertime at the Seminary
The crescendo of activity leading up 

to priestly ordinations at the end of 
each June concludes with this sacred 

ceremony and the First Masses, followed 
by an immense exodus of seminarians eager 
to return home for a break with family and 
friends. There then falls on Stockton Hill a 
palpable lull which those seeking a change 
of pace after a busy semester greatly appre-
ciate. Yet even this relaxation is postponed 
for those who remain in place to carry out 
the duties of a summer apostolate. 
 The many chores normally divided among 
members of a large com-
munity must be assumed 
by a relative few during 
periods of vacation. In 
recent years, the custom 
of the students of the 
humanities and spiritual-
ity classes performing 
their apostolate at the 
Seminary has devel-
oped, while the upper 
year students leave to 
assist district priests 
in their various summer projects. This past 
summer, in three staggered stages, over forty 
seminarians spent a month on Stockton Hill, 
to assist with various activities around the 
house. As usual, priest professors preached 
three separate retreats: one for men, one 
for women, and one for priests of the U.S. 

District. These retreats necessitate a small 
staff of seminarians and brothers to operate 
properly. The staff present at these times has 
three primary concerns: to keep the house 
running, to serve meals for the retreatants, 
who this year numbered nearly one hundred, 
and finally to perform general maintenance 
on the Seminary property.  
 Summer is also the time for repair and 
renovation of a structure subjected to, not 
just ordinary wear and tear, but also to the 
extraordinary strains of Minnesota winters. 
Rendered difficult during the long terms by 

the regularity of the 
Seminary’s schedule 
and the presence 
of so many people, 
such maintenance 
work is well suited 
to the relatively quiet 
summer months. 
Although the daily 
routine of Holy 
Mass and the litur-

gical hours persists 
throughout the long 

vacation, the absence of classes and spiritual 
conferences provides extended periods of 
free time for major construction work.
 Seminarians this year undertook a 
number of projects, but the most prominent 
endeavors included insulating the convent’s 
second floor, cleaning up what remained of 

the barn lost to fire 
last year, and relo-
cating the art shop to 
the structure recently 
built to house it. 
(See VERBUM #98 
Fall, 2005). Another 
significant undertaking was the transfor-
mation of the Seminary’s farmhouse—an 
aged building that was beginning to clearly 
display its infirmity—into a mini-monastery 
for the six Benedictine brothers studying at 
the Seminary. Although monks are accus-
tomed to a certain degree of austerity, the 
house in its former state might have been 
too Spartan even for them! The workers 
spruced it up somewhat by adding sinks 
and washing machines, replacing some of 
the carpeting, and painting the entire inside. 
The erection of new interior walls created 
two extra bedrooms by splitting up one 
very large room and dividing the living 
room. Now each resident enjoys individual 
quarters, and one room acts as a parlor for 
receiving guests. 
 After considering the quantity of work 
accomplished, the reader may well wonder 
whether Br. Marcel, who supervises the 
apostolate, ever allows his workers a min-
ute of rest. In fact, interspersed among the 
periods of often intensive labor, a number of 
recreational activities provide the workers 
an occasional respite during their month of 

service. New outings 
on the calendar this 
year included visits 
to the Shakespeare 
festival at Winona 
State University 
and to the nearby 

Maritime Art Museum. 
 The apostolate crew is not always 
unaided in accomplishing its tasks. From 
time to time boys from the Society’s chapels 
come spend a few days in Winona to learn 
a certain skill, to help in the work of the 
Seminary, or to discover the life of a reli-
gious house. This summer seminarians and 
brothers happily received nine boys from 
nearby chapels for a week-long stay. Their 
remarkable work in the garden, described 
by two witnesses as an assault, gave the 
furrows an entirely new look. Weeds dis-
appeared. Tomatoes, beans, and apples 
piled up on carts. Before week’s end much 
apple cider issued from the press. The boys 
capped off their stay with an afternoon bar-
becue tacked onto a morning of softball.
 The entire community is grateful for 
the work done here by seminarians on apos-
tolate and by all the others who lent a hand 
over the summer. By fall, thanks to their 
efforts, the Seminary stood ready to host 
another record number of candidates and to 
take up its sacred function once again.

While in Mexico, fourth year seminarian 
Timothy Sick drew on the lessons of the past 
while teaching catechism atop the Pyramid of 

the Sun at Teotihuacán outside of Mexico City.

One fruit of the summer apostolate is evident 
in the farmhouse's cozy new parlor.

The universality of the Mass demonstrated:
Father Abbet celebrates Mass overlooking 

the Pacific Ocean.

Besides teaching catechism and organizing 
activities, this seminarian also posed for a 

great photo-op!



The Brothers' Novitiate here in 
Winona is pleased to welcome 
four new novices for the fall.  On 

September 28, after a one week retreat at 
Our Lady of Sorrows Retreat House in 
Phoenix preached by Fr. Trevor Burfitt and 
Fr. Joseph Lester, these four men made 
their oblation and received their names in 
religion.  Mr. Eric Hewko became Brother 
Anthony, and 
Mr. James Hill 
received the 
name Brother 
Bosco Mary.  
Also, in order 
to make things 
more confusing 
for the com-
munity back at 
the Seminary, 
Mr. Thomas 
Derowski 
received the 
name Brother 
Thaddeus while 
Mr. Thaddeus 
Rogalla became 
Br. Leonard.  In the same ceremony, Brother 
Bosco Mary, Brother Anthony, and Brother 
Thaddeus received the cassock for the first 
time. 

Having received their religious habit 
and their names in religion, the four new 
novices are  considered to have formally 
entered the religious life, although Canon 
Law prescribes a twelve-month novitiate 
before the taking of religious vows.  The 
Society Brothers always accept novices 
on the day prior to that on which the vows 
are professed or renewed.  In this way the 

canonical 
requirement 
is satisfied, 
since 366 
days always 
elapse 
between the 
initiation of 
the novitiate 
and the 
subsequent 
religious 
profession.   
 Fr. le 
Roux and 
Fr. Philippe 

Pazat, 
the priest 

responsible for the formation of postulants 
and novices, traveled to Phoenix for the 
occasion.  On the following day, Fr. le Roux 
offered a Solemn High Mass for the Feast of 

Four New Novices Enter the
          Brothers' Novitiate

During this pilgrimage of life, 
it is fitting that we frequently 
thank Providence for friends who 

accompany us on our journey.  When cir-
cumstances force companions to tread 
an alternate track, it can be upsetting, 
but we must not forget that it is the same 
loving Hand that placed them alongside 
us which now removes them from our 
course.  God arranges for us to move 
along with new travelers of whom we 
will grow just as fond in time.

Thus the St. Thomas Aquinas 
Seminary community recalls the guidance 
of Providence each year when comrades 
depart or when new souls arrive to fill the 
vacancies. The greatest turnover typically 
occurs in the summer, and this year was no 
exception. In addition to the annual influx 
of fresh seminarians and the inevitable 
withdrawal of some of the elder students, 
we bade farewell to two professors and two 
brothers.
 Last year’s Vice-Rector, Fr. Joseph 
Dreher, has taken his administrative skills to 
the Regina Coeli House in Farley, Missouri, 

as the new U.S. District 
Secretary. Fr. Thomas 

Asher, whom attentive VERBUM readers of 
recent years will remember, replaces him. 
Ordained in 2005 here in Winona, he spent 
last year in St. Mary’s, Kansas, where he 

taught the classes of Religion, Liturgy, and 
Scripture for eighth through eleventh grade 
boys and served as chaplain for the boys’ 
school and for the Knights of the Immaculata. 
Fr. Asher’s new duties include the admin-
istrative and representative functions of the 
Vice-Rectorship and the instruction of the 
Humanities seminarians 
on the finer points of Latin 
I, Religion, and English 
Grammar.  Possessing a 
bachelor’s degree in his-
tory, he also will enhance his 
knowledge through the study 
of the classical humanities 
with Fr. Juan Carlos Iscara, 
the Seminary’s Church 
History professor. This will 
enable him to take over, in 
time, some of the history 
courses and thereby lighten 
Fr. Iscara’s academic load. 
 Expecting to be in St. 
Mary’s for some time, Fr. 
Asher was surprised to be 
reassigned. Although some-
what overwhelmed by his new 
responsibilities, he adheres to the advice of 
Archbishop Lefebvre who always instructed 
his priests and seminarians to resign them-

New Places, New Faces

St. Michael the 
Archangel at 
which several 
already pro-
fessed brothers 
renewed their 
vows.  Fr. 
Pazat served as 
Deacon while 
Fr. Burfitt, 
the prior of 
Our Lady 
of Sorrows, 
served as 
Subdeacon.  
Although the 
Seminary did not 
have the pleasure 
of hosting this ceremony, nevertheless, the 
community shared the joy of the day by 
watching Br. André, one of the new brothers 
assigned to the Seminary, profess his second 
set of annual vows.   
 The four new brother novices returned 
to Winona on September 30—just one day 
before the Humanities and Spirituality semi-
narians poured into the building.  Having 
just completed a retreat, the novices were 
able to forego the one preached  to the new-
comers (by Fr. Gerard Rusak and Fr. Pazat) 
and settle in to their new duties.  The retreat 

complete, the novices joined the first-years 
in taking up their academic efforts.  During 
this year, the new brothers will follow four 
courses of study.  Introduction to Sacred 
Scripture and Liturgy I will be taken in 
common with the seminarians in the year of 
Spirituality while Spirituality and the Vows 
and a course of catechetics are unique to the 
Novitiate’s formation program.  God willing, 
when this year of novitiate is complete, four 
new professed brothers will receive their 
assignments and take up their duties in the 
Society’s American apostolate.

Fr. Burfitt receives the oblation in the Society of St. Pius X of new 
novices (from left to right) Brothers Leonard, Thaddeus, Bosco 

Mary, and Anthony.

The brother novices are all smiles after the ceremony and 
prepared to return to the Seminary where their new garb will 

blend in nicely.

always varied with situational requirements, 
but predominately he has served the altar as 
a sacristan.  Now he replaces Brother Louis 
who has exchanged the brutal Minnesota 
winters for the brutal Arizona summers.  Br. 
Louis now assists the priests at Our Lady 
of Sorrows Retreat House in Phoenix.  But 
as he was arriving at his new post, Brother 
André was forsaking the desert for a more 
moist Minnesota climate.  In his new position 
Brother will attempt to master the art of cre-
ative cuisine. He replaces Brother Benedict, 
the originator of many inventive edibles who 
will now practice his techniques at Notre 
Dame de La Salette. 
 The Seminary community thanks all 
those who have moved on to other fields 
in the Lord’s vineyard and hopes that these 
exchanges will be pleasant and beneficial for 
all involved. May God bless abundantly our 
community members, new and old. If the pain 
of separation from certain fellow pilgrims 
ever becomes acute, let us remind ourselves 
that although they take a different tack for 
now, our final destination remains common.

selves to the Will of God in transfers, refrain-
ing from asking for reasons. Father particu-
larly trusts that his experience in the world 
before entering the Seminary will be a help in 

the guidance of new entrants and a source 
of stability for all.
 It may not seem conducive to stabil-
ity to cross a dozen brilliantly colored 
boomerangs with a school full of boys, 
but in the case of Fr. Heggenberger, 
the new Seminary professor of Dogma 
II, Apologetics, and Scripture I, it 
was not overly perilous.  He 
too arrives from St. Mary’s 
Academy and College, keep-
ing his beloved Aussie projectiles at the 
ready. While there, he fulfilled the office 
of Vice-Principal for the boys’ school 
while teaching Apologetics, Catholic 
Social Principles, and Religion. These 

will now become the responsibilities of Fr. 
Robert MacPherson, to whom the Seminary 
is indebted for two years of service.  Fr. 
Heggenberger was ordained to the priesthood 
in 1991 at Zaitzkofen, Germany, and before 
his assignment to St. Mary’s, he served as the 
German District Superior from 1993-2004.  

During those years of 
heavy administrative 
responsibility, it was 
difficult to maintain a 
regular schedule, and 
Father looks forward to 
the advantages offered 
by regularity at the 
Seminary.
 Brother 
Alphonsus and Brother 
André, the other two 
new faces on the 
Seminary staff this 
year, also arrived in 
Winona through a 
complicated series 

of “assignment switch-
ing.”  Brother Alphonsus 
comes to the Seminary 

from Notre Dame de La Salette Academy.  
In his many years of religious life, Brother 
Alphonsus’ duties have been diverse. They 

A lull in the action gave Br. André a chance to  get 
some culinary coaching from the Seminary chef.

Among his other skills, Br. 
Alphonsus brings valuable land-

scaping expertise to the Seminary.

Fr. Heggenberger explains to the semi-
narians the consequences of denying the 

existence of Natural Law. Last year’s Vice-Rector, Fr. Joseph 
Dreher, has taken his administrative skills to 
the Regina Coeli House in Farley, Missouri, 

as the new U.S. District 
Secretary. Fr. Thomas 

The patient smile of Fr. Asher has been 
a frequent sight at the Seminary since he 

assumed his new duties.


