
It is a great aid for any course of study, 
but especially for historical inquiries, to 
see those tangible objects that relate to 

the course material. Last December, some 
of the best-known artifacts from the ancient 
world traveled within a few hours of the 
Seminary. Before one could say “Exodus”, 
fifty-two seminarians had journeyed from 
Winona to Chicago. 
They found them-
selves face-to-face 
with these remnants 
of the age of King 
Tutankhamun, who 
ruled Egypt from 
1333 until 1323 B.C.

Following the 
Solemn Mass on the 
feast of the Immacu-
late Conception on 
December 8, those 
who were museum-
bound boarded a bus and began the long trek 
across Wisconsin to reach the Windy City, or 
more specifically, the Church of Our Lady 
Immaculate in the suburb of Oak Park. A 
great many parishioners turned out to wel-
come the visitors and very kindly offered the 
hospitality of their homes for the night. By 
ones, twos, and threes, their hosts whisked 
them away for a pleasant evening. After 
reuniting for Holy Mass the next morning, 
a large breakfast awaited the guests, which 
was made possible by the generosity of the 
Rutledge family. Enjoying sausage biscuits 
and orange juice, seminarians exchanged 
stories concerning the enjoyable experiences 
of the previous night. The solicitude of the 
faithful will not be readily forgotten and 
the spirit of gratitude still prompts thankful 
prayers for all of our benefactors from Our 
Lady Immaculate. 

With the repast completed, the time 
for departure arrived and the seminarians 

beyond the west bank of the Nile River. His 
chamber proved unusually small for the crypt 
of a pharaoh, probably indicating that he died 
unexpectedly and was interred in a location 
intended for a less important figure. In fact, 
what caused the death of this nineteen-year-
old king remains a mystery of history.

But most important from the seminar-
ians’ perspective was the fact that Tutankha-
mun reigned during the biblical period 
between Joseph and Moses, while the He-
brew people were still in captivity in Egypt. 
The objects displayed at the museum were 
fabricated during the epoch of the 
Old Testament Patriarchs, 
perhaps even by some of 
the Hebrew captives. The 
prevalence of idolatry in 
the era was evident from 
this informational prelude, 
bringing into relief the 
dangers that had threatened the 
Hebrews’ fidelity to the True God.

Equipped with these introductory 
facts, the tour group entered the extensive ex-
hibit. It snaked its way through twelve rooms 
packed with ancient treasures and museum 
goers. Many of the latter posited friendly 
inquiries about the young men in cassock. 
Some of the more notable objects on display 
included a large golden sarcophagus of 
King Tut’s grandmother, golden statues of 
the king, dazzling pieces of his jewelry, 
tablets covered in hieroglyphs, and stun-
ning examples of gold relief. Near the end 
were displayed a miniature sarcophagus that 
contained organs of the king and the jewelry 
found on the mummy itself. Throughout 
the galleries, light reflected from 
gold and other precious materials, 
which the pharaohs of Tut’s time 
received as tribute from Nubia, 
the nation just beyond Egypt’s 
southern border. Many marveled 
at the astounding intricacy and 
elegance of these handmade 
articles.

Unfortunately, the time for 
departure came all too soon, forc-
ing these budding Egyptologists 
to tear themselves away from the 
fascinating menagerie and board 
the bus once again for their return 

to the Seminary. Leaning back in the seats 
as the bus sped through the darkness, the 
voyagers reflected on what they had learned 
during those eventful thirty-six hours. A 
famous 19th century writer once remarked 
that, “He who cannot call upon 3,000 years 
of history is living from hand to mouth.” By 
studying the past, man endeavors to learn 
from the mistakes of former civilizations and 
to build upon their discoveries. Christians in 
particular have studied pagan civilizations, 
such as King Tut’s Egypt, for the insight they 
offer into human nature wounded by Original 

Sin. Similarly, seminarians study 
Church History in order to 

appreciate the workings 
of Providence, repeatedly 
manifested during the cen-
turies since the Incarnation. 

The insights gained through 
this trip helped them to see 

more clearly that world which 
Christ came to convert to its Cre-

ator, repairing the damage caused by the first 
human transgression.

St. Augustine studied Plato and St. 
Thomas Aquinas studied Aristotle to aid 
Christian philosophy, and the vicarious ex-
perience rendered possible through historical 
study contributes to human wisdom in like 
manner. It is one of today’s great errors that 
modern man despises the examination of the 
past—looking down upon the ideas, customs, 
accomplishments, and failures of those who 
have walked before him through this vale 
of tears—when he could be bettering this 
poor valley by drawing on this incomparable 
resource.

waved goodbye to their hosts. Re-board-
ing their bus, they then navigated the city 
center and skirted Lake Michigan to reach 
the Chicago Field Museum, founded in 1893 
after the conclusion of the World Columbian 
Exposition. Upon arrival, the seminarians 
had ample free time to peruse the other items 
of interest before they entered the museum’s 

main attraction. 
There were large 
halls full of enor-
mous dinosaur skel-
etons, an exposition 
of the discoveries 
of the Augustin-
ian biologist, 
Gregor Mendel, a 
veritable treasure 
trove of ancient 
Eastern artifacts, 
and an entirely 
separate showcase 

of Egyptian mummies unrelated to the King 
Tutankhamun (King Tut) exhibit. Sadly, a 
large portion of the floor also was devoted to 
“proving” evolution and suggesting what the 
next evolved animals would look like. 

Following a brief lunch break, the 
cassocks crowded into the museum audi-
torium for a bit of background data on the 
age of King Tut and on the artifacts being 
displayed. A museum official explained the 
significance of the collection’s items and 
the history of their discovery. The audience 
learned that by this period of history, the 
Egyptians no longer buried their royalty 
in pyramids but rather laid them to rest in 
caves carved into the walls of obscure val-
leys. This was done to prevent robbers from 
pillaging the rich burial sites. King Tut’s 
tomb, in the Valley of the Kings, was the last 
such chamber discovered there, situated just 

‘Sue’, the most complete Tyrannosaurus specimen ever unearthed, 
acquaints herself with two seminarians and the Pastor of Oak Park’s 

Church of Our Lady Immaculate, Fr. Michael Goldade. 

“Was King Tut Greek?”... No. But the       
facade of the Chicago Field

 Museum certainly was.

No one was brave enough to have his picture taken 
with the Lions of Tsavo. These bloodthirsty felines 
were finally destroyed after killing nearly 140 railroad 

workers in Kenya in 1898. 



Fr. Johnson: After high school in 1962, I 
entered an order called the Oblates of St. 
Francis de Sales, a teaching order founded 
in 1873. It was quite a large order and in 
my class there were sixty-two young men 
averaging eighteen years of age.

VERBUM: The 
reason you chose 
that order was be-
cause you wanted to 
teach?

Fr. Johnson: Yes, I 
was looking at teach-
ing and at being a 
priest in that kind of 

a capacity. They had several large schools 
up and down the Eastern Seaboard. This 
was the crest of the Baby Boom and they 
had a lot of work. The month after I entered 
the Oblates the Second Vatican Council 
began. Finally, in 1965 when the Council 
ended, things were really starting to become 
strange, and I left in 1966. I was looking 
to get back into the seminary after things 
settled down a bit and, of course, they never 
did. 

VERBUM: During the Council then, and 
in the time afterwards, you obviously saw 
that something was wrong, but were you  

 
able to trace the principles of the prob-
lem?

Fr. Johnson: No.

VERBUM: It was more of a “I’m going 
to step back and stay away from this, 
because I can see that there are no good 
fruits coming from it,” approach that you 
took?

Fr. Johnson: Yes. At that time the training 
of seminarians was fairly stagnant. They 
were lulled into a false sense of security and 
into… laziness, really. They were taught all 
of the same things you are taught here (at 
St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary), but without 
the same conviction and sense of importance 
of the principles, because there was nothing 
threatening the Church—so it seemed….so 
it seemed, because it was all underground. 
It was there, but nobody saw it. We preoc-
cupied ourselves with silly questions and 
issues. We were soft. As a result, when the 
Council came along with all of the counter 
principles and anti-principles to Catholic 
theology, we weren’t ready.

VERBUM: When Archbishop Lefebvre 
first started the SSPX were you aware of 
that development?

Fr. Johnson: The SSPX was something 

Ordained a priest forever at Holy 
Cross Seminary in Australia on 
December 27, 2006, the feast of 

St. John the Evangelist, Fr. Michael Johnson 
is actually a native of this country, born 
in Washington, D.C., in 1945. One of the 
Society’s ‘youngest’ priests, in terms of time 
spent as such, he 
attended the annual 
Priests’ Meeting in 
Winona earlier this 
year (February 12-
16, 2007). This gave 
the VERBUM staff a 
chance to explore the 
circumstances which 
have brought him 
to this point and to glean lessons from his 
experience.
 
VERBUM: Father, you have been in Aus-
tralia more or less constantly for the last 
six years, is that correct?

Fr. Johnson: Actually the last four, four 
and a half years. I started seminary in Fla-
vigny (France) in 2000, and went on from 
Flavigny to Écône for a year. Then it was 
decided that it would be best that I continue 
in an English speaking environment.

VERBUM: Can you tell us a little bit 
about your early life?

I came into contact with later on. All the 
news I got about him (the Archbishop) was 
completely filtered through hostile eyes and 
hostile pens. All that I knew about him was 
that he was this ‘crabbed old traditional-
ist’ who was shaking his fist in the face of 
Rome.

VERBUM: A ‘dinosaur’, as Bishop Wil-
liamson puts it?

Fr. Johnson: Exactly. As time went on, I 
began to learn about Archbishop Lefebvre 
more and more. Hearing all these conflict-
ing stories, anyone with two brain cells can 
realize, “Most of this can’t be the truth. 
The truth is there somewhere, what 
is it?” After reading Michael Davies’ 
“Apologia Pro Marcel 
Lefebvre” it was 
like scales fell 
from my eyes. I 
actually applied 
to Écône in 1979, 
and friends immedi-
ately said, “Oh, you 
can’t do that! You’d 
be schismatic.” So 
silly me, I didn’t follow 
through with it. It wasn’t 
until 1992 when the final 
indignity, the permission 
for altar girls, caused me to 

men who have now taken their first steps 
towards the altar of sacrifice. 

Their average age is 23 years. Most 
have passed those years living in the United 
States or Canada, but a few of those who 
stood before the bishop on that morning 
were born abroad or spent considerable por-
tions of their lives in either Mexico, France, 
Jamaica, India, or Nigeria. One-fourth of 
those promoted are bilingual. Sixty percent 
grew up as traditional Catholics with that 
proximity to the liturgy which is often the 
first spark of a vocation. A third attended 
schools run by the Society, and an equal 
portion were home-educated. Nearly three 
out of every four continued their education 
at a college or university, and exactly half 
earned college degrees. Two members of 
the group were raised in St. Mary’s, Kansas; 
while one grew up with Mass offered in a 
chapel where one elderly priest cared for ten 
parishioners.

Seminarians as a group embody 
a variety of talents and skills. This was 

It has been said that God calls every 
kind of man to the priesthood because 
He wishes to save every kind of man. 

The Lord of the Harvest does not restrict 
Himself to any one pool of laborers, nor 
does He always select workers who, in the 
eyes of men, seem to be the obvious choice. 
Therefore the backgrounds and circum-
stances of those chosen vary, according to 
the hidden counsels of the Divine Wisdom 
and the future roles pre-ordained by Divine 
Providence.

On the Feast of the Purification of 
Our Lady, the Seminary saw the first of 
its three annual ceremonies of promotion. 
Bishop Tissier de Mallerais conferred the 
clerical tonsure upon nine “First Philoso-
phy” seminarians and blessed the cassocks 
of twenty-three “Spiritualities”. If the 
scenes on that day were similar to those of 
the previous year, and if the photos of the 
ceremonies look much the same, neverthe-
less the persons involved are unique—each 
with his own story and each reached by God 
through different means. 
So to enrich these familiar 
images with some measure 
of depth and substance, the 
VERBUM presents here, at 
a glance, those 32 young 

  32 Men Advance On February 2

particularly in evidence on this February 2 
since there knelt in the sanctuary a marine, 
two volunteer firemen, a pianist, and a black 
belt in Judo. Among those 
who did not enter the Semi-
nary immediately after high 
school, their previous employ-
ments were diverse, ranging 
from computer programmer 
to heavy equipment operator, 
from small business owner to 
door-to-door vacuum sales-
man. One young man designed 
landscaping…another designed 
websites, while two among 
them have previous experience 
in a religious community. 

Such a host of 
personalities suggests 
the need for a multitude 
of distinct graces. The 
Seminary commends 
all these young men to 
the spiritual generosity 
of the faithful. Parents, 
teachers, and pastors may 
plant and water, but often 

After the ceremony, Matthew Stafki (at left) poses with 
his elder brother, Fr. Mark Stafki, and their father.

it is the prayers to the Lord of the Harvest 
which yield the increase. While God wills 
that Catholics do everything in their power 
to dispose men for His divine call, yet His 
choice is ultimately bound by no criteria 
but His own Gratuitous Love. The Master’s 
Will pursues with dogged persistence those 
upon whom His special affection has fallen. 
Sometimes It catches up with them at 
Immaculate Conception Academy in Post 
Falls, Idaho—sometimes at John Paul II 
High School in Boca Raton, Florida.

Twenty-three seminarians, in lay garb for perhaps the last 
time, assemble in the sanctuary for the blessing of their 
cassocks. On the same day, nine new clerics kneel after 

being vested with the surplice.



This past February 12-16, St. Thomas 
Aquinas Seminary had the honor to 
host once more the annual Priests’ 

Meeting for the U.S. and Canadian districts. 
This year, Seminary professors and students 
eagerly received 52 priests. As the popula-
tion of the Seminary and Brothers’ Novitiate 
gradually increases, so too do the logisti-
cal challenges of accommodating so many 
guests. However, such difficulties proved of 
little consequence compared to the immense 
benefits which priests and seminarians alike 

drew from this meeting.
Those attending who had been or-

dained in Winona had the great pleasure to 
return to their alma mater. For a few days 
they were able to catch up with Mrs. Sherry 
Mehren, the Seminary secretary, to enjoy 
once more both the cooking and the wit of 
Seminary chef, Scott Johnsrud, and to relax 
with priest friends whom they have not 
seen for some time. They also relived the 
Seminary schedule to some extent, while at-
tending conferences on a variety of subjects. 
Indeed, the fact that bells were ringing for 
both Seminary classes and these confer-
ences led to occasional confusion for both 
priests and seminarians—especially when 
one mistimed bell jolted the entire gathering 
from nocturnal reveries and induced them 
to wonder what had been scheduled at 3:00 
am! This year attendees heard Bishop Tissier 
de Mallerais speak about the teaching of 
St. Thomas Aquinas 
regarding Christ’s 
work of Redemption, 

listened to Fr. Iscara 
provide guidelines for 
the discernment and 

fostering of voca-
tions, and hearkened 
to Fr. Herve de la 
Tour’s conference 
on the interior life 
as exemplified by a 
French Dominican, 
Fr. Vayssière. 

When returning to their house of 
formation, the priests find much to rekindle 
old memories, but also the occasional thing 
which strikes them as unfamiliar. Between 

conferences they are able to 
kneel before Our Lord in the 
same chapel wherein they 
had prayed as seminarians. 
Stepping outside the chapel, they could not 
but observe certain changes. For example, 
this year’s speakers lectured in the Seminary 
bowling alley—that is, in St. Athanasius, the 
classroom formerly known as the bowling 
alley, the construction of which was neces-
sitated by the Seminary’s burgeoning clerical 
population. (See VERBUM #101). So while 
lamenting the loss of the traditional Lenten 
bowling tournament, they could also rejoice 
at the prospect of so many future assistants.

This assembly also provided an excel-
lent opportunity for the seminarians to speak 
with the priests and to learn about the life in 
the apostolate. Within the closely guarded 
environment of the Seminary, seminarians 
sometimes tend to conjure illusions about 

the nature 
of the 
priestly 
life. There-
fore it is 
of genuine 
benefit for 
them to 
hear about 
the true 
crosses and 

consola-
tions which 
priests of 

the Society meet in their daily life. At the 
same time, the sight of the numerous semi-
narians and novices, as well as the presence 
of priests who have only recently joined Tra-

realize that the only people that seemed to 
have their heads screwed on straight were 
the Archbishop and the SSPX. 

VERBUM: If you don’t mind, can we 
come back to your age?

Fr. Johnson: Ha ha. I can’t avoid it!

VERBUM: We’ve talked a bit about it al-
ready and our readers are astute enough 
that when we give your birth date they 
are going to realize that you’re not…

Fr. Johnson: …a spring chicken? 

VERBUM: …in the typical mold of the 
newly ordained priest. Is there some 
spiritual maxim or aspect of the priest-

hood which kept in you 
the desire to be a priest 
in such adverse circum-
stances?

At this point Father 
reached for a copy of 
his ordination card and 
pointed to the quote on 
the back — Matthew 
20:6,7 — “But about the 
eleventh hour, he saith to 
them, ‘Go ye also into my 
vineyard’.” 

Fr. Johnson: Basically 
that. I had never given up 

the idea of the priesthood. 

I merely put it on hold. It struck me to see 
the faithful, as Our Lord says, “like sheep 
without a shepherd.” I thought to myself, “If 
I do make it through the seminary, what I do 
have to give may not have the longevity of 
youth, nonetheless it would be something. 
This I can do, therefore I must do it. If God 
does not Will it He’ll make that clear.”

VERBUM: Surely your experience at the 
seminary, because of the age difference, 
was very different from other seminar-
ians. What are some of the benefits or 
dangers occasioned by pursuing the 
priesthood at this age? Also, what are 
the advantages and disadvantages that 
today’s traditional young men have upon 
entering the seminary, in comparison 
with what you had when you went in the 
first time, just before the Council? 

Fr. Johnson: The advantage that a young 
person has today is that he is being raised 
in the trenches. He knows very well exactly 
what he is getting into and the challenge that 
faces him. That and the advantage of being 
raised by families who treasure their Faith 
and don’t simply take it for granted. You 
can’t do that anymore (take the Faith for 
granted).

The disadvantages they have today. 
I sound like an old fogey, but the schools 
were much better in my day. So when I first 
entered the seminary, I had a good founda-
tion in Latin and in English and history. 
That was common to anyone who went 
to school at the time. Western civilization 

was still valued and still seen as the natural 
foundation of the civilization which we have 
in this country. Now it’s not; it’s despised. 
They (seminaries) are having a hard time 
drawing young people who are adequately 
educated to go into the seminary. The young 
mind cannot tackle seminary subjects. This 
is why you have the year of Humanities 
being instituted. Young people first have to 
get rid of all of the nonsense they have been 
infected with and then have to learn new 
things which, for them, are going to be very 
foreign.

VERBUM: What do you most look for-
ward to now that you’re a priest? Is it the 
teaching? 

Fr. Johnson: Actually, I think it’s the 
integral experience of having a parish life 
and a school life, each of which is part and 
parcel of the same thing. It seems a little 
artificial to have just one or the other. I’m 
lucky because I will have both together 
and it’s “whole cloth”. There’s none of this 
dichotomy.

VERBUM: The Seminary certainly prays 
that your ministry will be the source of 
many graces for the faithful. Do you have 
any comments for our readers?

Fr. Johnson: The question, of course, 
with someone like myself is, “What is this 
old bird doing in the seminary and being 
ordained? It’s like pouring new wine into 
old skins.” {Matt 9:17}. But it’s not really 

new wine, it’s the old wine of Tradition. The 
new wine is ersatz grape juice that they’re 
passing off as the real thing. I’d like to 
encourage those like myself who are older 
and might be thinking about a vocation, but 
I honestly think it may be too difficult for 
most. How did I make it through? I don’t 
know honestly, other than the grace of God. 
There is no way, naturally speaking, that I 
could have made it through those six years. 
It’s impossible. It’s hard enough for a young 
man, so how can an older man do it? I urge 
all those who care about the Traditional 
Priesthood and about the Church today to 
pray very, very hard for seminarians and 
for priests. Both need prayer, and we know 
that prayer works. My best benefactors have 
been those who have prayed for me, and 
without that I would not have made it.

Also, I would say to anybody who’s 
going to go into the seminary to ‘try it out’, 
“Go to give it everything, or you won’t 
make it.” It’s the kind of thing that if you 
don’t really want it, you won’t get it. You 
must have a great desire for the priesthood. 
Long ending to a short question.

VERBUM: But a good one. Thank you, 
Father.

The VERBUM staff found Father to be very 
amiable and so they could not compress 
the entire interview into the space allotted 
for this article, but have chosen to publish 
excerpts. The VERBUM would like to thank 
him for his time and gracious manner and 
ask its readers to pray for him also.

dition, are healthy reminders for the Society 
priests that their labor is producing fruit. 

The week also afforded seminarians 
ample occasion to prepare for the Lenten 
season by making some sacrifices for the 
sake of their guests. In a conference given 
immediately before the arrival of the priests, 
Fr. le Roux advised the community to 
conform to the prescription of the Rule of 
St. Benedict and to receive all visitors as 
one would receive Christ Himself. Although 
the seminarians and brothers strove to 
receive the priests with a fitting charity and 
respect, hosting so many entailed not a few 
privations and inconveniences—especially 
since all were expected to maintain their 
normal workload of studies and other duties 
throughout the meeting. If any seminarian 
had been lulled by the peaceful Seminary 
routine into a false sense of personal virtue, 
this interlude certainly triggered a growth in 
self-knowledge! Nevertheless, the seminari-
ans endured the loss of their rooms, the chal-
lenges of waiting tables for over 100 diners, 
and the 1,001 other trivial difficulties with 
little complaining and even a few smiles.

Although with the priests’ departure 
the seminarians welcomed the return to 
normalcy, few would have traded the preced-
ing seven days for a week of the standard 
schedule. The members of the community 
hope that their guests gained as much from 
this experience as they did and look forward 
to hosting the priests again next year.

Finished in the nick of time, St. Athanasius’ classroom pro-
vided ample seating for the priests’ conferences.

 Priests Return to Winona for Annual Meeting 



Christmas Concert a Smashing Success
On the afternoon of Christmas Day, 

the Seminary hosted a Christmas 
Concert for the faithful. The con-

cert was intended as a gesture of gratitude 
for all the work and time which they had 
volunteered over the previous year in help-
ing us with various projects. The refectory 
was rearranged to allow for a potentially 
large number of guests, and the seminarians 
were pleased to see many of the parishioners 
attend, giving up their traditional Christmas 
afternoon at home to spend it with the Semi-
nary community.

The idea for a Christmas concert 
began with Fr. le Roux himself. Unfortu-
nately, due to his duties as rector he could 
not oversee its preparation in person. He 

desired to add to the traditional holiday 
carols a musical accompaniment by a 
variety of instruments, only this time with 
the “caroling” done at the Seminary. He 
turned responsibility for the concert over to 
Seminary professor Fr. Patrick Abbet, and to 
another Patrick, the unofficial “Musicians’ 
Department” head, Mr. Patrick McBride. 
Both agreed that the idea was feasible and 
commenced the operation. All who wished 
to perform signed up and for the next six 
weeks they attended one of two weekly 
practices—one for the singers and one for 
the musicians. The repertoire consisted of 15 
songs including many well-known pieces, 
such as “Silent Night” and “The First Noel”, 
but thanks to the influence of the director, 

Society’s Second Assistant
Visits Winona

some less well-known yet lively Irish carols 
rounded out the program. 

As the day of the performance ap-
proached, many wondered how the debut 
would turn out. Both singers and musicians 
had, for the most part, mastered their respec-
tive roles, but coordinating the two groups 
in a manner pleasant to the ear proved to be 
more challenging than many had expected. 
After two dress rehearsals and much desper-
ate prayer on the part of Mr. McBride, the 
performers took their places on Christmas 
Day, and the concert began. All qualms 
were relieved by the applause that followed 
the end of the first song, and for the rest of 
the performance the interaction between the 
singers and musicians continued smoothly. 

The songs generally began with an instru-
mental introduction by the violin, piano, 
Irish whistles and/or guitar, which was 
overwhelmed at the appointed time by the 
enthusiastic choir. Nearly all the pieces had 
instrumental interludes between the middle 
verses and at the end of each selection the      
polyphony faded out for an orchestral finish. 

When it was all over, everyone was 
relieved that it had been a success, and the 
faithful were especially warm in manifesting 
their appreciation. The performance ended 
just as the Seminary’s electronic bell sound-
ed the warning note for “five minutes before 
Vespers.” The afternoon therefore came to 
a close with the glorious evening prayer of 
Holy Mother Church, or in the words of Fr. 
Asher, “some real singing”.

Towards the end of last November, 
the Seminary was pleased to wel-
come Fr. Alain-Marc Nély, who was 

elected second assistant to Bishop Bernard 
Fellay at the Society’s General Chapter 
this past summer. Father is well-known to 
the community through previous visits and 
retreats given in Winona. He was also a gra-
cious host to the seminarians on their official 
voyages to Europe when he held the post 
of prior in Marseilles, France, and also 
when residing near Rome as superior of the 
Italian district. More recently, he visited 
the Seminary in order to serve as assistant 
priest for Fr. Paul Robinson’s First Mass on 
the day following his ordination last June.

This time it was the celebration Fr. 
Juan Carlos Iscara’s twenty years of priest-
hood that brought Fr. Nély to the Seminary 
as representative of the Superior General 

and guest homilist at the anniversary Mass. 
After the special banquet following the 
solemn Mass a sizable group of seminarians 
regaled Fr. Iscara with three songs, the lyrics 
of which the singers composed specifically 
for the occasion, and accompanying instru-
mental performances. As a sign of heart-felt 
appreciation for Fr. Iscara’s two decades of 
priestly devotion to seminarians and Catho-
lic faithful in various regions of the world 
(New Zealand, Australia, Mexico, and the 
United States), Fr. Nély presented the hon-
oree with a seventeenth century edition of 
St. Thomas Aquinas’ “Summa Theologica”. 

Fr. Nély’s stay in Winona was also 
the occasion for delivering to seminar-
ians and brothers three conferences on the 
subject of Rome’s relations with the Society, 
particularly in the light of official Roman 
pronouncements concerning the traditional 

rite of Mass, which have been 
awaited for some time now, 
and concerning various devel-
opments in public discussions 
on the Church’s liturgical 
practice.  These days certain 
bishops say openly, as does 
the Society, that the Christian 
faith is inextricably bound to 
its liturgical expression, and 
that the pre-conciliar rites are 
at odds with post-conciliar 
doctrine. Yet when the prel-
ates in question remark upon 
the incompatibility, it is only 
the more easily to justify their 

refusal to embrace the traditional faith and 
its liturgical expression.

Father concluded his talks by recalling 
the sole purpose of the Society’s entire en-
terprise; namely, the salvation of souls. For 
the seminarian in training this comes about 
primarily through his own sanctification, 
since the priest who fails to advance in holi-
ness will do precious little to sanctify others. 
As always, it was a pleasure to welcome Fr. 
Nély, whom the Seminary community fully 
expects to see again as he travels the world 
assisting in the governance of the Society. 

When VERBUM #100 reported 
the priests’ second consecutive 
victory in the annual Priests vs. 

Seminarians Hockey Game, it mentioned the 
seminarians’ intent to implement an “intense 
year-long training program.” Intended in 
jest, these words proved prophetic as the 
seminarians did in fact spend the intervening 
year energetically gearing-up for the face-
off in 2007. They expanded their practice 
rink located on the Seminary’s grounds and 
intensified their training sessions with a 
variety of conditioning exercises, drills, and 
scrimmages. After thorough review of their 
two previous defeats, Seminary analysts de-
termined that defensive adjustments offered 
the most significant payback, and Seminary 
strategists focused most of their efforts in 
this area. 

When game day arrived, the first 
period belonged exclusively to the seminari-
an’s squad as they sprinted off the mark to a 
4-0 lead. The second period, by contrast, did 
not seem to belong to anybody, as neither 
team proved able to sneak the puck past the 
goalie. Nevertheless, with a significant lead 
tucked away in their cassocks, fans of the 
seminarians anticipated a favorable outcome 
in 20 short minutes. But the priests were in 
no mood to surrender the coveted trophy 
so easily. In the opening minutes of the 
third period, Fr. MacPherson put the Flying 
Fathers on the board with a penalty shot. Al-
most immediately afterward, he drove back 

down the ice 
and scored a second time. 
In less than two minutes, the seminarians’ 
seemingly insurmountable advantage had 
been cut in half. 

Nevertheless, the months of prepara-
tion paid off as the seminarians’ defense 
recovered its composure and frustrated all 
sacerdotal scoring attempts for the remain-
der of the game. An elegant offensive series 
capped the seminarians’ recovery with one 
last goal, and the score stood at 5-2 when 
the buzzer signaled the contest’s closure. 
Defense truly had made the difference. The 
Seminary’s duo of goalies, Simon Kirk 
and Daniel Dailey, had made outstanding 
contributions in their first Hockey Game ap-
pearance, and the Seminary’s defensive lines 
effectively minimized the “fast-break” goals 
which the priests had employed so success-
fully in the two previous contests.

Later that afternoon, good spirits 
reigned as victors and vanquished alike 
returned to Stockton Hill and discussed 
the game over a seemingly insurmountable 
batch of Fr. Harber’s popular homemade 
caramel popcorn. Contestants and spectators 
converged to overcome the sugary heap. For 
this reason, and for others, everyone looks 
forward to next year’s match-up.

Fr. Iscara had many occasions to give thanks on the 20th an-
niversary of his priestly ordination. Here he expresses his grati-

tude for Fr. Nély’s gift.

Fr. Nély’s visit provided him with an opportunity to   
address the assembled seminarians about the cur-

rent relations between Rome and the SSPX.

Seminarians Escape  
“Threepeat”


