
Let the Standards of the King Advance
Seminarians Follow the Thirty-Day Spiritual Exercises

It began on an April morning in 1521. The French army of Francis I crossed the frontier into Navarre. The towns of Castile had formed a league against 
the heavy-handed young emperor Charles V, and the fever of revolution had spread into neighboring Navarre. Perceiving that this unrest would weaken 
his southern neighbor, the French monarch seized the opportunity to strike a blow at his rival. Accordingly, 12,000 French troops crossed the border and 

advanced against St. Jean Pied de Port. After subduing it, the army continued to Pampeluna with its small citadel and as yet incomplete fortifications.
Perceiving the hopelessness of the situation, the citizens flung open the gates of the city. But a young Basque-born officer pleaded the case for resis-

tance so eloquently that the commandant was persuaded to give battle. If the garrison could hold out for a few days, perhaps the viceroy’s reinforcements 
would arrive in time. The French infantry launched a fierce assault, but led by the young officer, the defenders repulsed the onslaught. The French pulled 
back and brought their artillery to bear on the Spaniards. The outer walls of the citadel began to collapse, but the Basque nobleman continued to rally the 
besieged troops. Finally, a French shell ricocheted off a battlement and shattered the young commander’s right leg. Stone fragments mangled the left, and 
the officer fell. With him collapsed the courage of the garrison, and capitulation immediately followed. The invaders, amazed at the desperate courage of the 
young man, rendered him what service they could, and then sent him back to his home on a litter.

While the young nobleman, Captain Iñigo Yáñez de Oñez y Loyola, was convalescing in his family’s castle, he was touched by grace and made plans 
for the reformation of his life. Providence had grand designs for this vain, ambitious, yet great-hearted Spanish cavalier. Within a mere handful of decades, 
the sons of St. Ignatius would become the highly-disciplined cavalry of the Church Militant. Everywhere the Jesuits would defend and extend the spiritual 
frontiers of Christendom: leading the counter-attack against Protestantism, manning the missions in far-flung foreign lands, and educating the next genera-
tion of Catholic fathers, scholars, and statesmen.

The priests and future priests of the 
Society of St. Pius X today face 
an apostolate almost as varied and 

as challenging as that faced by the first 
followers of St. Ignatius. But today, as in 
those days of crisis, success in the combat 
for souls depends not so much on greatness 
of numbers as on greatness of heart. Since 
the 16th century, the Spiritual Exercises of 
St. Ignatius, compiled from the experiences 
of his own conversion and with the assis-
tance of Our Lady, have proven a powerful 
means of forging a profound yet practical 
dedication to the banner of Christ the King. 
This program of spiritual conditioning 
consists primarily in the contemplation of 
well-known Christian truths. The aim of this 
meditation is to drive these all-too-familiar 
truths deeply into the soul so that they take 
root and become the governing principles of 
everyday action. In this way, the soul ceases 
to be merely the soul of a Christian and 
becomes a thoroughly Christian soul. 

A tremendous instrument for helping 
the laity to refocus on true priorities and for 
energizing them to a greater fidelity to duty, 
St. Ignatius’ spiritual training course perhaps 
has even greater utility for priests and 
seminarians. It is they who lead Christian 
souls into combat, direct their advance, and 
rally their courage when the siege is desper-
ate. For this reason, each seminarian at St. 
Thomas Aquinas Seminary follows the full 
thirty-day cycle of the Exercises once dur-
ing his formation, and after ordination he is 
encouraged to repeat it once every ten years. 
This summer, from July 17 until August 15, 
this thirty-day retreat was preached by Semi-
nary professor Fr. James Peek, assisted by 
Fr. Trevor Burfitt, superior of Our Lady of 
Sorrows Retreat House in Phoenix, Arizona.

Anyone who has ever attended a 
five-day retreat knows how penitential it 
can be in certain respects, whether on ac-
count of the silence, or the strict schedule, 
or because of the strenuous application to 
mental prayer. A retreat six times this length 
does require generosity. But the retreat 
masters emphasized that those following a 

thirty-day retreat are in the hunt for propor-
tionately greater graces. The exact nature of 
these graces for each seminarian or priest 
is hidden in the plan of God. They will be 
revealed only later, in the apostolate, when 
situations demand them.

The retreatants, thirty in all—two 
priests and all those seminarians who 
had completed at least their first year of 
philosophy—spent the first seven days 
contemplating sin and its consequences. 
Afterwards, the focus shifted to the events of 
Our Lord’s life which occurred before Palm 
Sunday. The Passion and Death of Our Lord 
constituted the third major theme, and then 
the retreat concluded with considerations on 
Christ’s risen life. Throughout these medita-
tions, the seminarians and priests tried to 
penetrate the sentiments of the Sacred Heart 
and, as much as possible, to make these sen-
timents their own. Ultimately, this process is 
what constitutes the formation of a priestly 
soul. A genuine love for the Father and for 
souls is not only the driving force behind 
true apostolic zeal but is itself the most ef-
fective weapon which that zeal can wield. 
In the work of converting souls, a priest’s 
learning and labor do not accomplish half as 
much as patient and unaffected charity. As 
St. Francis de Sales once remarked, “Ardent 
prayer must break down the walls, but love 
must make the assault.” 

Fr. Peek and Fr. Burfitt pointed out 
that the great benefit of a retreat lasting 
thirty days is not the possibility of cover-
ing more meditation material, but rather 
the opportunity for a deeper examination 
of the truths considered. Repetitions of the 
various subjects and particular scenes from 
Our Lord’s life, approached from differing 
perspectives, dispose the soul more effec-
tively for the graces of each mystery. Then 
too, the meditations themselves extend for 
a longer period of time, lasting forty or fifty 
minutes rather than the more customary 
half-hour. On six occasions, the retreat was 
punctuated by midnight meditations lasting 
for one full hour. The repetitions combined 
with the longer time devoted to contempla-

tion during each meditation facilitate a more 
profound comprehension of the Christian 
mysteries under consideration. Another ad-
vantage of the retreat’s long duration, which 
the retreatants themselves noticed, was the 
effect produced by being “pushed” to focus 
on spiritual realities for such an extended pe-
riod. This prolonged application of the mind 
enables the soul, with the help of grace, to 
form strong convictions regarding the 
merciful love of God for sinful men, the 
folly of following one’s own will rather 
than God’s, and other lessons which 
flow directly from the truths of Faith. 
In one of his final conferences, Fr. Peek 
reiterated that these convictions are in 
fact the real goal of the retreat since the 
pious feelings formed while on retreat 
inevitably fade, no matter how long the 
retreat had lasted.

The seminarians came away from 
perhaps the most intense month of their 
lives with the sense that the experi-
ence had constituted a uniquely 
beneficial component of their forma-
tion. Spiritual insights, confidence in 
Our Lord’s compassion, and hidden 
graces that will only be actuated in 
the years to come made those weeks 
of struggle well-worth the effort. If 
the Redemption of the world was 
achieved by the merciful love of the 
Sacred Heart, the salvation of that 
world depends on the 
virile yet merciful love 
of priestly souls. During 
this summer, under the 
patronage of St. Ignatius, 
much ground had been 
gained, and much had 
been done to forge an 
unconquerable fidelity 
to the standard of Christ 
the King.

With spiritual realities a 
picture is not worth a 
thousand words, but it 
can still illustrate some small portion of what happens during a thirty-day retreat. (From top to bottom) Fr. 
James Peek, retreat master and Seminary professor, a pre-meditation conference by Fr. Burfitt, daily Mass 
in Our Lady’s Chapel, and seminarians participating in the Way of the Cross.



Novitiate in Winona Yields its First Professions

Fatal Floods Strike Winona Area

Department
Spotlight...Recently, the Society’s North Ameri-

can Brothers’ Novitiate produced its 
first fruits since being moved to St. 

Thomas Aquinas Seminary. On September 
29, the feast of St. Michael, after a week-
long retreat preached by Fr. John Young 
at Our Lady of Sorrows Retreat House in 
Phoenix, Br. Anthony and Br. Leonard pro-
nounced the vows of poverty, chastity, and 
obedience for the first time as brothers in the 
Society of St. Pius X. In taking their first of 
three sets of annual vows, they became the 
first two brothers formed at Winona to con-
secrate themselves to Our Lord Jesus Christ 
and His priesthood.

After the ceremony, the two newly-
professed brothers returned to Winona in 
order to complete a final year of preparation 
before assignment to one of the priories of 
the Society. The transition from the year of 
novitiate to the professed life entails not a 
few changes in their daily life. First, they no 
longer attend any of the academic courses 
offered at the Seminary which formed an 
integral part of their novitiate (such as Ascet-

ical & Mysti-
cal Theology 
or Acts of the 
Magisterium). 
Neverthe-
less, they are 
expected to 
retain the pre-
cious doctrine 
which they re-
ceived in the 
novitiate and 

to apply it with ever greater consistency and 
perfection to their daily life and duties. This, 
indeed, was one of the themes of Fr. Young 
in his retreat. He preached that the brothers 
must pursue sanctity by supernaturalizing 
their small daily affairs, in imitation of the 
members of the Holy Family at Nazareth. In 
this sense Archbishop Lefebvre called the 
Society brothers the “angels of the com-
munity,” who would, by their recollection 
and spirit of prayer, 
help all the members 
of the house raise their 
minds to God with 
greater facility.

However, this 
recollection must be 
practiced in the midst 
of an active aposto-
late. Br. Anthony and 
Br. Leonard now em-
ploy the time formerly 
set aside for studies 
in another pursuit. 
They instead strive to 
acquire practical skills and 
knowledge which will fit 
them for the assistance of 
the priests in various aspects 
of parish life. The Archbishop envisioned 
the brothers playing a role similar to that of 
the first deacons of the Church, who were 
appointed by the Apostles in part to care for 
the day-to-day affairs of the early Christian 
community, freeing the Apostles themselves 
to pray and to preach the word of God {Acts 
6:4}. The brothers therefore provide priests 

with the liberty to devote themselves more 
fully to their priestly duties by taking upon 
themselves a variety of tasks which keep 
Society priories running, such as teaching, 
cooking, book-keeping, caring for the sac-
risty, or training the altar servers.

 This fall semester, Br. Anthony was 
assigned to the sacristy department where 
he was given charge of the Mass linens 
and sacred vessels. Besides managing this 

specific sub-department, Brother assists with 
more general sacristy duties. This experi-
ence provides him with a better understand-
ing of what running the sacristy of any 
given priory would require. Br. Leonard, in 
contrast, spent this autumn learning from 
the Seminary’s chef the art of preparing the 
community’s daily bread. This is an excel-

lent opportunity for Br. Leonard because af-
ter managing a kitchen that serves 300 meals 
per day, he should find any “priory-sized” 
assignment to be a piece of cake. In order 
to round out their training, the two brothers 
will switch roles during the latter half of the 
academic year. Also, to further broaden their 
skill sets, Br. Anthony is taking a series of 
accounting courses, while Br. Leonard is 
following an advanced Latin program.

Now that their novitiate is complete, 
the brothers’ lives henceforth will incline 
more towards active works, but the princi-
ples they have received in the novitiate will 
help them in elevating their daily duties to 
the supernatural plane. Even if some aspects 
of their daily schedule have not changed, 
the brothers definitely see life differently 
after having made their first profession. As 
Br. Leonard remarked “We are now in a 
state which, by virtue of the vows, leaves 
us free to seek God alone. The vocation to 
the brotherhood allows one to have a great 
simplicity and security in Our Lord’s Sacred 
Heart.” May Our 
Lord and Our Lady 
help these men to 
remain faithful to 
the promises which 
they have made to 
God, and may St. 
Michael ensure 
that they are only 
the beginning of a 
plentiful harvest of 
religious souls. 

The seminarians who had attended 
the thirty-day retreat had scarcely 
departed for their homes when rain 

began to fall in the Winona area. The storms 
gradually grew more intense, and heavy rain 

continued throughout the day on Saturday, 
August 18. It was still coming down that 
evening when the towns surrounding the 
Seminary were struck by flash floods. 

Seven people were killed by the 
rushing waters, and more than twenty towns 
were evacuated, some recording as much 
as seventeen inches of rain in a single day. 

The floods and accompanying land-
slides carried away cars and fences, 

washed out roads and bridges, twisted 
railroad tracks, and leveled homes. 
One house was found several 
hundred yards from where it had 

once stood, coming to rest on top of 
a railroad track—with the fam-

ily safe but shaken on the 
roof. (See photo at bottom 
left.) Several counties 
including Winona County 
were declared disaster 
areas, and federal and state 
aid poured in to help with 
recovery. The National 
Guard worked side by 
side with local residents 
in their salvage efforts. 
An estimated 8000 tons 
of trash were carted away 
from gutted homes. The 
small town of Stockton 
at the base of the hill on 
which the Seminary is 
located, was hit especially 
hard. The rainfall from the 
surrounding bluffs flowed 
down the slopes to Garvin 
Brook, which swelled be-
yond its normal boundaries 
and tore through the valley 
where Stockton is located.

The Seminary’s 
brothers and those semi-
narians who were present 
for their summer apostolate 
assisted with the rehabilita-
tion of Stockton. The first 
step in the endeavor was 

to consult the list, published 
by the American Red Cross, 
which itemized the supplies 
that were needed for the 
relief of the afflicted. This 
list ensured that the well-in-
tentioned would not provide 
materials that were in fact 
useless to flood victims—as happened in 
the case of those who donated ski jackets 
and like articles to the tsunami victims 
in subtropical India. The Seminary itself 
purchased an initial round of supplies, and 
further help was subsequently made possible 
through the assistance of the Seminary’s 
parishioners and those of the Society’s mis-
sion chapel in Waterloo, Iowa. Finally, Fr. 
Philippe Pazat organized a small task force 
and offered its services to the Red Cross in 
order to assist directly with the recovery ef-
forts. This organization was integrating and 
coordinating the flood of volunteers which 
was pouring in from across Minnesota and 
Wisconsin, as well as from California, Mas-
sachussetts, Kansas, and Illinois. Joining 
their effors to this army of relief workers, 
the seminarians and brothers were happy to 
help in some small way.

“It was unbelievable how much dam-
age a little water can do. We did what we 
could to help, cleaning the mud and water 
out of basements and hauling trash. What 
a mess!” explained one seminarian who 
got his hands dirty in helping the residents. 
“Basements were full of water, walls were 
knocked down, and there was 
mud everywhere,” related another 
member of the Seminary’s cleanup 
brigade. Thankfully the Seminary 
itself escaped serious damage. 
The “Whitehouse” guesthouse 
received a few inches of water in 
its basement, but this was nothing 
compared to the ordeal faced by 
the Seminary’s neighbors.

Months after the flood the 
effects are still visible. Uprooted 
trees still line the banks of the now 

peaceful Garvin Brook, a 
grim reminder of the awe-
some power of Nature. The 
railway has been repaired 
by a nearly constant flow 
of trucks carrying gravel 
past the Seminary en route 
to the damaged areas. Most 

residents of Stockton have resumed life as 
usual, though on one amazingly undamaged 
house an ironic “For Sale” sign hangs. Some 
of the seminarians who were on vacation 
during the disaster did not learn of it until 
their return. For others, “flood conditions in 
Minnesota” may have been little more than a 
passing reference on the evening news. But 
for the seminarians and brothers present, the 
floods of 2007 were very real and offered a 
dramatic opportunity to practice the corporal 
works of mercy.

Those who are involved with sacristy-
related work in the priories or mis-
sion chapels of the Society already 

know that sacristans take responsibil-
ity for all the items used in sacred 
worship. They are the housekeepers 
of the temple of God. They clean, 
setup, and take down everything 
which adorns His dwelling. But what 
usually falls on the shoulders of just 
one person in a typical parish is the re-
sponsibility of an entire department at 
the Seminary. This is due to the scale 
of the Seminary’s liturgical life and to 
the frequency and variety of liturgical 
functions. Also, certain “upstream” 
tasks which are necessary for the life 
of Society parishes are performed 
almost exclusively by the seminaries 
of the Society.

To begin understanding what is 
required to keep Seminary ceremonies 
running, consider a typical Seminary day. 
The resident priests celebrate nine Masses 
at one or another of ten permanent altars. If 
this day happens to be a Thursday or a First 
Friday or a First Saturday or a second class 
feast or any day during May or October, 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
will also take place. If it is a Sunday or 
any first-class feast, Solemn Vespers will 
be celebrated in the evening. So 
even under normal conditions, the 
Seminary’s liturgical life requires 
altar cloths, albs, Mass linens, altar 
wine, hosts, charcoal, incense, and 
candles in considerable quantities. 
Under less ordinary conditions, 
such as when visiting priests arrive 
for the annual Priests’ Meeting or 
for ordinations in June, the number 
of daily Masses can swell to over 
fifty, necessitating the erection of temporary 
altars and the use of an incredible number of 
altar cloths, Mass linens, and albs.

Major feast-days and special events 
such as the reception of the cassock and 
clerical tonsure represent a second source of 
work for Seminary sacristans. Usually the 
head sacristan assigns one individual to take 

charge of planning and overseeing all the 
preparatory tasks related to that particu-

lar event: discussing any uncertainties 
with the priest prefect of the liturgy, 
managing all the pre-event manualia 

sessions, and coordinating efforts with 
the other two liturgical departments, the 

MC department and the schola. Particu-
larly on these occasions, the sacristy also 
calls upon the special competencies of the 
art department, the maintenance crew, and 
the woodshop. 

To meet the demands of such large-
scale operations, the sacristy department is 
partitioned into six sub-departments: altar 
cloths, Mass linens and sacred vessels, albs, 
incense and candles, flowers, and special 

projects. At the start of each autumn 

term, the head sacristan divides his staff 
which usually numbers around ten sacristans 
among these six groups. The duties of the 

alb and altar cloth 
divisions tend to 
be straightforward. 
But keeping the 
Seminary’s sizable 
inventory cleaned, 
starched, and ironed 
involves constant 
effort if the right-
sized item is to be 
ready exactly when 
needed. The candle 
and incense sub-
department keeps 
track of the Sacris-
ty’s varied supply of 

flammable materials but also battles through 
the never-diminishing pile of items in need 
of polishing. The sacristans employed with 
Mass linens oversee the purifying, wash-
ing, pressing, and mending of amices, 
purificators, palls, and corporals as well 
as the cleaning and re-gilding of all sacred 
vessels. The floral sub-department produces 

the weekly flower arrangements which are 
placed on the main altar and in Our Lady’s 
chapel but also coordinates the purchasing 
of poinsettias, palms, and Easter lilies as 
each specific season approaches. Special 
projects sacristans maintain the sacristy’s 
list of vendors, coordinate the purchasing of 
new liturgical items, and manage any project 
which does not slot neatly into the duties of 
one of the other groups. 

In addition to all the work which does 
not pass beyond the Seminary’s walls, the 
sacristy is involved with several activities 
which affect the “downstream” operations of 
the Society’s apostolate. Whichever Society 
parish one attends in the United States, the 
likelihood is that the chalices and ciboria 
used there received their consecration or 
blessing in the Seminary’s main sacristy. 

In some cases, the altar stone found in the 
sanctuary and the Greek corporal used in its 
place by the pastor when traveling also be-
gan their lives on Stockton Hill. But perhaps 
the most striking example of the sacristy’s 
work which affects those outside the Semi-
nary population, relates to the distribution of 
holy oils. Without these oils the sacraments 
of Confirmation or Extreme Unction could 
not be conferred, and many other liturgical 
rites, such as the anointings in the rite of 
Baptism, and the consecration of churches, 
could not occur. In the months preceding 
Holy Thursday, the sacristy processes all the 
requests which pour into the Seminary from 
priories in the United States, Canada, and 

Mexico. Sacristans procure all the necessary 
supplies, coordinate the filling and packag-
ing of the sets of oil, and supervise their 
distribution across the continent. 

But a sacristans’ work is usually less 
noticeable. Cleaning of the chapel and side 
altars is regular and often time-consuming. 
Aging vestments and other articles must be 
looked after with particular diligence not 
only because of usual wear and tear, but also 
because there is nothing produced these days 
which can equal them in beauty. The goal of 
the sacristans is, in fact, to conceal their role 
in the liturgy as much as possible. When 
all has been properly organized in advance, 
the sacristy’s contribution to a successful 
ceremony is usually not too evident. The 
sacred objects themselves win the focus 
and the accolades more than the men who 
prepared them. 

Since God wants the worship of men, 
as men, material splendor is entirely conso-
nant with the nature of the liturgy. In fact, 
Christ has so instituted the public worship 
of the Church as to make its celebration im-
possible without certain material elements. 
Even its centerpiece, the Holy Sacrifice, 
requires at least bread and wine for its of-
fering. Without someone to prepare these 
components, the liturgy would not merely be 
lacking in due magnificence, but would be 
lacking existence altogether. The sacristan 
readies things for their elevation from plain 
materiality to a participation in the realm 
of the spirit. Certainly, considering these 
things, a sacristan can never cease to feel the 
honor of his position, and every time the lit-
urgy is celebrated he will be thankful for this 
unique privilege.

Sacristy

ampulla (am∙pūl´∙a)  - n. a sacred vessel for holding oil. 
All the holy oils used by the SSPX in North America are dispensed from one of these three ampullae. 
From left to right are the ampullae for the Oil of the Infirm, Sacred Chrism, and Oil of the Catechumens.

Due to the frequency of episcopal visits, the 
Seminary sacristans specialize in preparing 
pontifical ceremonies. At left, the Seminary’s 
crozier. At right, a bishop’s miter, gauntlets, 
zucchetto, and pectoral cross.

No, they are not librarians, but when a Missal or Pontifical 
shows its age, bookbinding can be an invaluable skill for 

sacristans too.

With this issue the VERBUM begins a series of articles on the various departments 
responsible for work performed at the Seminary. As the Seminary has only two lay 
employees, the seminarians and brothers assume the bulk of the labor needed to run such 
an institution. Accordingly, all are assigned to at least one department. These groups 
organize the majority of community activities and care for the Seminary’s buildings and 
grounds. Though most religious houses operate in such a fashion, this internal organi-
zational structure is hardly visible to the occasional visitor or even to those who come 
regularly for Mass. The articles in this series will provide a glimpse of the seminarian’s 
life outside of chapel and classroom. We begin with a look at the Sacristy.

In contrast to the altar linens shown in storage 
above, one can also find at the Seminary a unique 
kind of sacred linen which can serve the function of 
an altar stone, since it contains the relics of saints. 
Below are shown stages in the assembly of one such 

Greek Corporal.

In addition to gouging gaping channels in the Minnesota 
landscape, the flood left behind quantities of sediment 
when it receded. Above, Br. André pauses in cleaning 

some of the mud out of what used to be a kitchen.

Kneeling before the Blessed Sacrament during the profession 
ceremony in Phoenix, Br. Henry (center) was flanked by Br. 
Anthony (left) and Br. Leonard (right). In the same way, Br. 

Anthony and Br. Leonard flank the text of this article.



Since the last VERBUM...

Gregorian Chant is certainly the most 
studied and practiced form of music 
at the Seminary since it is the offi-

cial lyrical expression of the Church. While 
it always maintains its primacy, over the 
years, seminarians have developed talents in 
different musical areas, such as polyphony, 
folk music, and even purely instrumental 
performance. Most of these acoustical 
endeavors are confined to the recreation pe-
riods, but at other times they are used to help 
celebrate special events at the Seminary, and 
even, in the case of the sacred polyphony, to 
complement the Gregorian Chant at Mass. 
Although non-liturgical music always had 
a place in Seminary life, over the past few 
years, the emphasis upon it has skyrocketed.

At first, the songs consisted mainly 
of Christmas pieces which the seminarians 
sang while caroling at the local nursing 
home in Winona. But a broader interest in 
singing arose when, nearly a year ago, Fr. le 
Roux suggested holding a Christmas concert 

as a gesture of gratitude for the labor which 
the faithful had volunteered during the reno-
vation work that year (see VERBUM #102). 
After the concert, some of the performers 
wanted to continue augmenting their vocal 
ability with works of the same kind. They 
searched out the compositions of the old 
masters such as Palestrina and Tomas Luis 
de Vitoria and began learning hymns such as 
“Sicut Cervus,” “Quis Sicut Te,” and “Tu Es 
Sacerdos.” The Seminary’s trips 
to St. Paul in April and again 
in October, together with the 
ordination ceremony in 
June, provided oppor-
tunities to display the 
results of their efforts.

The interest spilled over into 
the informal realm as well, and familiar 
melodies like “Dixie” and “Yankee Doodle” 
found their way into the repertoire, yet usu-
ally with revised lyrics to fit the occasion 
of the performance. An instance of this oc-
curred on Fr. le Roux’s feast day (St. Yves, 
May 19) when the words to “Oh Susanna” 
were humorously edited in honor of the 
rector. Such concerts were also used to com-
memorate Fr. Iscara’s twentieth and Bishop 
Fellay’s twenty-fifth priestly anniversary. 
Celtic folk songs are yet another part of the 
musical variety and are especially in evi-

dence on St. Patrick’s Day. During the after-
noon recreation, those who are not afraid of 
singing in front of their comrades add their 
voices to the instrumental ensemble to sing 
the rousing war tunes and melancholic airs 
so popular with the Irish and Scots.

The dexterous instrumentalists who 
reside at the Seminary, ever-growing in 
number, bolster this interest in folk music. 

The majority play more pro-
saic devices such as guitar, 
piano, or organ, but some 

manipulate more unique 
instruments like 

the Irish Whistle, 
bodhran (Irish 

drum), banjo, mandolin, 
violin, accordion, French bombard, 

ukulele, and table spoons! Yet these seldom 
all sound in concert simultaneously, since 
many of the musicians have talents that 
extend to multiple instruments. The most 
popular selections are led by the violinists, 
being Celtic and American fiddle tunes 
which lend themselves well to accompani-
ment by several instruments and the lyrics 
of which are well known by the vocalists. 
In short, everyone with even a smidgeon 
of musical aptitude can find expression 
for their knack in one of these overlapping 
musical disciplines.

The intellectual and spiritual forma-
tion of priests at the Seminary holds the 
first place, so the maturing of less important 
talents is left to the individual seminari-
an’s own initiative. While enjoyed at the 
Seminary as a form of recreation, a way 
to commemorate certain occasions, or as a 
beautiful counterpart to Gregorian Chant at 
Mass, these other forms of music are valu-
able because they present an antidote to the 
widespread and powerful hold that modern 
“music” has on our civilization today. As 
leaders in the effort to “restore all things in 
Christ,” the priest must be equipped to offer 
alternatives to every subdivision of mod-
ern culture. Meaningful music, sacred and 
secular, which is performed and appreciated, 
is certainly one means of lessening the dis-
sonance in today’s society.

Posing for a group shot are some of the musical 
instruments in residence at the Seminary.


