
For the hired workers who set up the 
tent or cater the banquet, it may 
be little more than another job.  In 

the faithful, it nurtures hopes for another 
priest at the priory, or for being able to 
start a school. They may soon receive the 
privilege to have Mass on First Fridays, 
or in the case of the smaller missions, to 
have the opportunity to attend Mass more 
than once a month. Perhaps parents see the 
answer to their prayers, a son giving himself 
to the highest calling on earth. As for the 
seminarian, although busy with a thousand 
and one frantic last-minute preparations, 
he sees the goal of these all-too-brief years 
of study and formation. Like the boy in the 
plastic helmet watching fire trucks go by, 
he thinks, “Someday, I’ll be up there.”

Yet, despite the richness and variety 
of these sentiments, ordination day presents 
far more serious implications for the one 
who actually receives the priestly character. 
He is about to make a complete offering 
of self, that once accepted, can never be 
taken back. Forever. This is eternity in 

a word. In front of thousands, he steps 
into infinity. He will live, die, and spend 
eternity in heaven or hell as a priest. How 
much more responsibility he shoulders, 
how many more sins can a man commit as 
a priest! To what a lofty degree of virtue 
is he obliged, who must excite others to a 
virtuous life! Thinking over the multitude of 
trials and temptations in store for him, the 
young ordinand needs a source of courage 
and strength to make the fateful step to 
undertake this office. He finds it in Mary.  

Mary stands always near, watching 
her children and guiding them through 
life. At the first cry for help she is ready to 
stretch out her hand and ward off any danger 
that might threaten them, as numberless 
souls know by experience. Consider how 
much more care she takes of her priests, 
marked as they are with the image of her 
beloved Son. She has a special love for these 
other Christs, and is both a channel of grace 
and a beacon of virtue for them. As each 

ordinand approaches his irrevocable moment 
of oblation, she offers him to God as she 
presented her own Jesus some two thousand 
years ago. In the Temple, placing Him in 
Simeon’s arms, Our Blessed Mother knew 
how much she was giving up. She saw the 
horror of the Sacrifice He would undergo, 
but nonetheless, she immolated her own 
will, content in the assurance that God’s will 
for His firstborn came from a deeper love 
than hers. Every new priest is also God’s 
firstborn, marked out in a special way for 
His service, and that service is centered 
on the Sign of Contradiction, the Cross.  

Of course, this ceremony is by no 
means the first contact of the priestly soul 
with the Mother of Priests. Even in the 
seminary the young cleric realizes 
that the priest is not at his own 
disposal; he is Mary’s. He 
knows also that he has not 
formed himself to receive 
the grace of ordination; 
no, Mary formed him. 
Formation is not what 
a man does, but what 
he receives, and he has 
received everything through 
the hands of Mary, conduit of 
every grace. She who dwelt with 

Christ so long, who alone among all men 
could accept Calvary when it happened, 
surely knows how to form the soul 
that goes up to Calvary daily in the 
Mass. Mary is united to each of her 
priestly sons by a special heavenly 
love that is far more intimate than 
any affection of the natural order. 
Nothing, neither death nor life, 
neither men nor angels, can separate 
from Mary those she has bound 
to herself by the invincible bonds 
of love. Only they themselves can 
break these bonds by a deliberate 
renunciation of her love, and 
every day they beg of her that this 
may not happen. Small wonder, 

then, that so many seminarians 
choose to acknowledge this 

maternal care by acts 
of Total Consecration 

to the Immaculate 
Virgin, their Mother 
and Queen. Our 
Blessed Lady carried 
the eternal High 

Priest in her womb, 
watched him grow and 

teach, and stood with Him 
on Calvary; surely she more 

than any other knows what virtues are 
necessary in a priest and will dispense 
these graces liberally when asked.

Christ had the unique privilege of 
choosing His Mother. Before the world was, 
He looked on Mary and saw in her all the 
virtues that best suited the Mother of the one 
High Priest of the New Law. In choosing 
her, He pointed her out as the model of the 
virtues for all future priests. That priests 
have indeed set their spiritual compass to 
the Star of the Sea for direction, is evident 
in their meditations and devotions, the care 
they take to inculcate Marian devotion in 
all their faithful, and her almost invariable 
presence in the Sunday sermon. Yet, all 
of this laudatory build-up of Our Lady as 
the possessor of all virtues could easily 
remain severed from reality and might very 
well bear less fruit  than it ought, unless 
they demonstrate in more concrete fashion 
how she translated these qualities into act 
in her daily life. A great sculpture must 

be admired both 
in the proportion 
and coordination 
of its features and in the exquisite detail 
of each part. She is beautiful not only in 
the harmony of her virtues, but she also 
shines with a special splendor in the degree 
of each individual virtue taken in itself.

As God’s excellence reflected in her 
was the ultimate inspiration for this issue, 
the VERBUM would like to provide her 
with a fitting tribute and thanksgiving for 
the ordination of nine priests and three 
deacons by His Excellency Bishop Alfonso 
de Galarreta this June 18. Accordingly, 
VERBUM asked this year’s ordinands to 
the prietshood  to compose a brief essay 
in honor of one of Our Lady’s outstanding 
qualities in the hope that the reading of these 
compositions will redound to their merit, 
Our Lady’s glory, and the reader’s benefit. 
After explaining the nature of the virtue, 
they demonstrate its importance for the 
priesthood and how it is exemplified in the 
Mother of priests. Their responses lie within.

Under the Aegis of Mary



Faith is the supernatural virtue by which the mind 
gives quick assent to those things revealed by God. 
It is, in fact, through faith that we know God, for 

we cannot know Him unless he reveal Himself unto us, and 
thus, faith forms the necessary foundation of religion, the 
only basis on which anything of lasting value can be built.

It has pleased God to transmit the contents of 
the faith, whole and inviolate, by means of the men 
appointed to safeguard and elaborate this deposit 
over time. God’s official and binding revelation of 
essential religious truths closed with the death of 
the last Apostle and He ensures that these truths will 
remain until the end of the world, losing not one 
iota from their substance. So how startling today to 
see churchmen, and they are legion, making bold 
to teach the strangest novelties, deleting from the 
deposit whatever should displease them. What a 
joy, on the other hand, to come across a Catholic 
priest who quite simply accepts (and proclaims!) 
all these propositions presented by the Church for 
our firm assent. Such a healthy and integral faith is 
necessary and normal. What is more, the salvation of 
souls requires it, for without faith it is impossible to 
please God. (Heb 11:6) Hence, it was not by accident 

that our founder, Archbishop Lefebvre, chose as patron of his fledgling congregation a 
courageous pope who took firm measures to stem the tide of heresy, thereby saving the 
faith of many who otherwise would, no doubt, have abandoned religion altogether.

One marvels at the faith of the Blessed Virgin Mary, who uttered her Fiat with such 
calmness. “You will bear the Messias.” “So be it.” Not one of us can comprehend the degree 
of faith required for such a response in such conditions. We want so much to understand 
everything fully before giving our assent. The Blessed Virgin, conversely, gave her assent 
that she might understand more fully. Let us seek her help by following her example, that 
we may always remain faithful to the God Who can neither deceive nor be deceived.  

“The harvest indeed is great, but the laborers 
few.” Responding to this plea of Our Lord is 
what attracts the young man to the priesthood. 

It is also a particular joy for him during his time at the 
seminary to reflect on that other episode of Our Lord’s life in 
which He speaks of “the harvest”: wearied from His journey, 
Jesus rests at Jacob’s well and there converts the Samaritan 
woman while the disciples are sent to buy food. They return 
with their meal in time to see all the townsfolk, summoned by the woman, pouring out of 
the city and crowding around Our Lord. To the astonishment of the Apostles, Jesus ignores 
the food they have brought Him. He tells them, “I have meat to eat which you know not...
Lift up your eyes and see the countries for they are white already to harvest.” 

Our Lord’s dying words tell us He thirsted for souls from the cross, but already at this 
well we find Him hungering for them. The new priest begs this zeal for his priesthood on the 
day of his ordination. Working to save souls is to be the meat of his priesthood. He has been called 
to the harvest in order to labor and it is only a love of souls that will sustain him in his toil.

It is the same yearning to save souls which 
fixed Our Lord to the Cross and which brings 
the priest to the altar. But there is another who 
is moved by this desire. The longing for souls 
drew Our Lady to the foot of the Cross. Standing 
there as Co-Redemptrix, she offered her Son in 
exchange for all those souls placed under the 
care of the priest, and by virtue of this exchange, 
she has become their mother. One cannot look 
upon Our Blessed Mother and remain indifferent 
towards the souls of her children. The price paid for 
them is no less than the immolation of the Sacred 
and Immaculate Hearts. No greater love can be 
conceived! The priest is called to “enter into their 
labors” and reap the harvest sown by their sacrifice. 
This is possible only if his heart is made like unto 
theirs and inflamed with the same thirst to spend 
himself for the salvation of souls.

The prophet Isaias forecast 
meekness as a hallmark 
of the Messias: “...the 

bruised reed he shall not break and 
the smoking flax he shall not quench.” (Is 42:3). 
Our Lord pointed to Himself as an example of this 
virtue and promised its rewards in the Beatitudes. 
St. Paul (Gal 6:1) and St. James (James 3:13) both 
commended meekness to the early Christians. 
Certainly, none of us can imagine Our Lady as 
anything but the meekest of mothers. The common 
idea of the meek man as one who is forced to swallow 
insults because he is too weak to defend himself is 
very far from the truth. The money-changers in the 
Temple learned this lesson the hard way. The devil, 
who will one day face the Virgin “terrible as an army 
arrayed for battle,” will also discover this.

St. Jerome calls meekness “a delicate blending 
of all virtues.” It enables us to control our anger, to 
bear with our neighbor in spite of his defects and to 
treat him with kindness. From personal experience 
we see that its central aspect is self-mastery. One 

author speaks of the exercise of meekness as 
“taming the menagerie within”: the raging lion, 
the chattering monkey, the vain peacock... To 
subdue all these passions and defects and so to 
deal with situations and people kindly, yet firmly 
when necessary, is the hard work of a lifetime. 

All our trials of physical suffering, 
injustices (or even simple rudeness) suffered, our 
own imperfections and falls into sin: these are 
the school of meekness. Our models are Christ 
and His Immaculate Mother. We easily see the 
perfection of their meekness, but we have a long 
training ahead before we can follow in their 
footsteps and offer our anger and annoyances as 
an oblation to God. 

As priests, we must strive to develop this virtue. God wishes to use our apostolate to 
touch souls by grace, and dealing meekly with people can pave the way for this. Meekness 
possesses a mysterious power over souls, as the book of Proverbs indicates: “He who is 
slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he who rules his spirit than he who takes a 
city.” (Prov 16:32). 

Jesus, meek and humble of heart, make our hearts like unto thine.

Prudence is a supernatural moral 
virtue that inclines our intellect to 
choose in all circumstances the best 

means to reach any end by subordinating it 
to our last end, God. Prudence enlightens 
our natural knowledge and enables us to 
act according to right reason and faith. 
Therefore, the virtue of prudence is 
necessary simply to live as Christians, 
avoiding sin and practicing the other 
virtues. But, as Archbishop Lefebvre often 
emphasized, it is obligatory above all for 

the priest, who must take care of souls and lead them to heaven. This requires both clear 
sight of the correct course and the will to set out upon it and maintain it.  A priest who 
knows what advice souls need, but lacks the courage to divulge it, allows them to wander 
aimlessly both to their own and to his destruction.   

This position astride both the realm of purely intellectual knowledge and the world 
of action lends prudence a unique position in the moral order.  A prudent man must first 
possess a certain knowledge of the possible courses of action, which comes from mature 
deliberation, experience, the advice of others, and reasoning.  But also,  the passions 
and prejudices must be subdued or ignored in order to judge rightly, and even this does 
not qualify one as prudent if the judgment remains isolated in the airy recesses of the 

mind.  The prudent man carries his 
judgment into deed and sees it through 
to the finish without unnecessary 
dithering or wavering in his purpose.

The Blessed Virgin Mary is, after 
Our Lord, the best model of all the 
virtues that Christians, and especially 
priests, must practice. Mary’s prudence 
directed all her actions toward her 
last end without deviation. For our 
instruction, she exercised every aspect 
of prudence in an eminent degree at the 
Annunciation. Firstly, when troubled at 
the angel’s words, she considered what 
his salutation could mean, and sought 
greater understanding when she asked, 
“How shall this be done, because I 
know not man?” (Luke 1, 34) Then, the 
angel having explained his mission, she 
clearly judged what was God’s will and finally acted without hesitation, saying, “Behold 
the handmaid of the Lord; be it done unto me according to thy word.” (Luke 1:38) Rightly 
indeed does the Church call her “Virgin Most Prudent.”

What gives a window its value? Neither its size, an 
impressive frame, or being placed in a beautiful 
building can guarantee it the ability to transmit 

the daylight. It is a good window first and foremost when light 
penetrates it, allowing the viewer on one side to see objects 
without. The Catholic priest may be compared to this transparent 
glass. As light passes through crystal without losing its brilliance 
or clarity, so he is meant to be the medium by which the light of 

God works in souls and through which God can be seen by all men.
Unfortunately, a priest’s vices, especially pride, obscure the light of Our Lord 

Jesus Christ like dirt on a window pane. Hence, one virtue absolutely necessary for 
the spotlessness of every priest’s soul is humility. This virtue enables the priest, or any 
Christian, to see things as they really are. By it, man lives in the truth, acknowledging God 
as God and man as man.

Because of the functions he performs, the priest’s office is one of tremendous dignity 
and unfathomable grandeur. The office of the priest is to offer sacrifice, to bless, to govern, 
to preach, and to baptize. He is taken from among men for those things that pertain to God 
and as such his vocation is above that of the kings of the earth and the angels of heaven. Only 
humility restrains him from attributing this greatness to himself rather than to the good God. 

The Blessed Virgin Mary helps the 
priest to practice humility both by the 
example of her life and through the prayers 
she has given mankind. These he recites 
daily, recalling her remarkable practice of 
this virtue. As he meditates on the mysteries 
of the Rosary and recites at Vespers each day 
the Magnificat, her great hymn of humility, 
the priest encounters one who maintained 
humility while being called, like himself, 
to a sublime dignity. While exercising her 
singular privilege as mother of God, her 
humility remained such that she became the 
most fit instrument of Christ in His priestly 
work of saving souls.

The primary obligation of any priest is to offer 
sacrifice to God. Yet the priest of the New 
Testament, standing in the person of Christ to offer 

Him again to His Divine Father, excels all other priests 
because he immolates the Perfect Victim. From this oblation 
all graces flow. The priest mediates between God and men, 
presenting the offerings of men, then making intercession 
and dispensing God’s graces to mankind.

This tribute of sacrifice and homage to God 
constitutes the primary function of the virtue of religion. 
Religion, a subsidiary of justice, is that by which we give 
God his due, in as much as we can. All men are bound 
to honor and to worship God, but religion belongs most 
especially to the priest. His very office is directed to this 
end, and is the whole purpose of his ordination, both when 
he offers to God His Divine Son at Holy Mass, and also 
when the other members of the Mystical Body, Christ’s 
faithful,  are united to Jesus by the grace he obtains for 
them through his ministry.

Yet, as with every virtue, Our Lady is the queen 
of the virtue of religion, having practiced it in a degree 
that cannot be attained by any other. She was so perfectly 
united to her Son in His Sacrifice on the Cross, that she 
earned the titles of Co-Redemptrix and Mediatrix of all 
Graces. Mother of the High Priest, she stands like a priest 
between God and His creatures, praying for us, interceding for us and offering her Son on 
the Cross to Him for us. By this unique position, she is closely united to the priest and is his 
Mother in a special way.

This is why in the Middle Ages some few paintings of our Lady portrayed her clothed 
in priestly vestments. The Church eventually forbade such a depiction, as She feared that 
it would cause confusion in the faithful. Nevertheless, the image of Our Lady, queen of the 
virtue of religion, must always remain close to the priest so that he may turn to her, as an 
especially beloved son to his Mother, asking her to intercede for him as he goes to the Altar 
of God to intercede for men and give to God the only homage worthy of Him.
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When Dom Marmion was asked to describe his 
spiritual life, he replied instantly, “Jesus Christ.” 
All the saints have this desire in common, whether 

it be the “Nothing other than Thyself, Lord,” of St Thomas 
Aquinas or the “Our hearts are restless till we rest in thee,” 
of St. Augustine, or St. Paul’s “For me to live is Christ,” (Phil 
1:21) and,“Now not I, but Christ liveth in me.” (Gal 2:20)

St. John in particular stresses the 
ultimate longing of the heart of the Son 
of God to be united to the soul. Christ has 
chosen His priests, and He will be their 
strength and their consolation. “Abide in my 
love,” Christ tells them and then promises 
that He will abide in them in turn. “I am the 
vine, you are the branches.” If the apostles 
remain united to Jesus, they will bring forth 
much fruit. It seems as if Jesus cannot insist 
enough on this point. He wants their souls, 
their all, and especially their love. If they 

abide in Him then they will be one with Him even as He 
and the Father are one: the Father will love them as He 
loves Jesus Himself. 

This consuming desire of Jesus to be united to the 
soul, to be one with it, to be two in one spirit, is certainly a 
reality which is applicable to every soul. But this desire of 
Jesus is true in a special way for His priests, since through 
them He wishes to work His miracles of grace and to bring 
souls to eternal beatitude, to Himself.

It is not possible to find a more striking example of 
a life of union with Jesus, than that of Mary, His Mother. 
If we were forced to define Mary by the way she lived, we could find no greater expression 
than her Son. To define her life, we would have to say, “Jesus.” “Mary” is synonymous with 
“one with Jesus.” Jesus was closer to her heart than she was to herself. His sacrifice was 
her sacrifice. She offered to the heavenly Father sacrifice that he could not refuse, His only 
begotten Son. She offered to her truly beloved God what was most dear to her, her only 
begotten Son. Jesus gives us Mary not only as our model of this unity. No, He gives her to 
us as an all powerful means for each soul, especially those of His priests, to achieve perfect 
union with Himself.

There are two events of the greatest importance in 
the life of Our Lord Jesus Christ that occurred on 
mountains. On the one, known as the Mount of the 

Beatitudes, He preached the greatest sermon ever heard, 
setting forth the kernel of Christian spiritual doctrine, and 
on the other, Calvary, He performed the greatest of all 

acts. God, in calling His priests to follow Him, 
likewise calls them to climb these two mountains 
in the performance of their daily tasks. Thus, 
every morning the priest climbs Calvary to offer 
“The Holy Host, the Pure Host, the Immaculate 
Host,” in the Sacrifice of the Mass. However, it 
is not enough for him simply to offer the Divine 
Victim, he must also ascend to the summit of the 
Beatitudes to preach, by the example of His life, 
the words uttered by Christ, “Blessed are the 
pure of heart, for they shall see God.”

Christ has erected the standard of priestly holiness on the heights of these Mountains. 
Pure must be the feet that stand on the “Mountain of God” and pure the lips that speak on 
His behalf. Consequently, the ordination ceremony stresses the importance of priestly purity 
in the admonition following the vesting of the ordinands with the chasuble, commanding 
them, “To keep pure and immaculate the gift of their ministry...you who as ministers of the 
people are to change with immaculate benediction the bread and wine into the body and 
blood of Thy Son.”

This warning evidently implies much more than a simple bodily disposition, and 
physical purity cannot exist without being informed by the purity of intention which is 
its animating force. It is this simplicity of focus which 
enables the priest “to see God,” to climb above the 
frailties of human nature, to enjoy perfect detachment 
from every creature, from every worldly desire, and 
from every inordinate affection. No one is better 
qualified to teach this lesson of purity to the priest than 
his Immaculate Mother, because no soul has ever had 
its desires so perfectly set on God alone. At Lourdes, 
she told St. Bernadette that she was the Immaculate 
Conception. Purity itself has walked upon this earth 
in her one long ascent towards heaven, growing 
in every virtue and perfection. “Son, behold thy 
Mother” — a model for priestly holiness and purity.

“The Son of Man came not to destroy souls but to 
save.” (Lk 9:56) St. Thomas Aquinas teaches 
us that the virtue of mercy is the habit both of 

heartfelt sympathy for another’s distress, and of doing what 
one can to alleviate that distress. Sin, vice, and other evils 
have sunk mankind in the deepest misery, plunging it into 
a state meriting everlasting punishment 
and pain. Yet, God, in His mercy, in His 
profound sympathy for our affliction, sent 
us His Son to be our High Priest, who 
would offer Himself as a perfect sacrifice to 
save us from this everlasting torment.

The Roman Catholic priest is 
ordained to participate in this priesthood 
of Christ, and to continue His work of 
reconciling men with God and of leading 
them to salvation. The priest thereby 
perpetuates Christ’s great work of mercy, 
having compassion for sinners and striving in the name of Christ and the Church to assist 
them. Such a priest must therefore eminently possess this virtue of mercy and imitate 
the Good Shepherd seeking the lost sheep. His mission is a work of mercy, by which he 
alleviates the distress of sin and vice with doctrine, leadership, and grace.

In one sense, the virtue of mercy is the greatest of the virtues, according to the 
reasoning of the Angelic Doctor. Mercy consists in being bountiful to others and helping 
them in their needs and therefore properly belongs to someone who “stands above others” 
in some way. The Immaculate Queen of Heaven was conceived without sin, and is therefore 
in a most exalted position to administer mercy because she  “stands above others.” She 
made her whole life in Nazareth a work of mercy in her perfectly virtuous dealings with others. 

She clearly saw the imperfections, sins, and distress of 
those around her, and moved with deepest sympathy, she 
sought every opportunity to succor their misery.

Consequently, the Blessed Virgin is a model for 
the priest who truly stands above others by his glorious 
vocation and will ideally also surpass them by his 
training in doctrine, his practice of the spiritual life, and 
his exercise of the virtue of religion. While he shepherds 
souls full of imperfections in a fallen world, the priest 
can look to Our Lady’s patience and mercy to learn deep 
lessons of compassion and care for his fellow men.
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