
Introducing STAS Editions

Feast of the Immaculate Conception

“The principal way to restore the empire of God in the souls of men is religious 

instruction.” With these words of his encyclical, E Supremi Apostolatus, 

St. Pius X reiterated the constant teaching of the popes encouraging such 

instruction as a strong remedy against the countless evils that plague modern society. In 

this same spirit, the Seminary announces the launching of STAS Editions, to publish books 

heretofore unavailable in English. This necessary apostolate officially opened with the 

release of The Mass of St. Pius V by Fr. de Chivré, O.P. 

The Mass of St. Pius V, a spiritual and theological commentary on the Holy Sacrifice 

of the Mass, is a compilation of the personal notes of Fr. de Chivré, O.P., a true priestly 

soul and a close friend of Archbishop Lefebvre. Fr. de Chivré examines the various parts 

of the Mass and elucidates the centrality of the Holy Sacrifice in the life of the Church, and 

its consequent centrality in the life of every Christian soul. Regrettably, today’s comfort-

obsessed souls neglect to place the Mass in the center, failing to comprehend its value. Thus, 

STAS Editions considered it important to begin with such a book, which transmits the riches 

hidden in the incommensurably great and tremendous mystery of our Faith, the Holy Mass. 

STAS Editions intends to continue its work of translation and publication, hoping that 

such books, by increasing knowledge of the Faith, will truly further the reign of Christ.
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More than just a lovely Marian 

feast, December 8th is the day 

when priests and seminarians 

make or renew their engagement 

to the Society of Saint Pius X. 

In 2010, eleven seminarians 

entered the Society’s ranks while 

their vice-rector, Fr. Thomas 

Asher, joined himself perpetually 

to the traditional division of the 

Church’s clerical army.



February 2nd Ceremonies

Annual Priests’ MeetingWinter Recreation

Cramming dozens of priests into an 

already crowded building is just part of 

the February routine at the Seminary. 

This year, the Priests’ Meeting brought 

sixty-seven from all over the U.S. 

and Canada. In addition to the usual 

conferences and the Hockey Game 

(Seminarians-7 Priests-2) a beautiful 

addition was a special solemn high Mass 

celebrated on the feast of St. Matthias 

by Rev. Fr. Niklaus Pfluger, the First 

Assistant of the Society of St. Pius X. 

Priests filled every function in this 

inaugural event: deacon, sub-deacon, 

servers, schola, and even organist.

In addition to the traditional 

blessing of candles, February 2, 

2011 once again witnessed the 

annual ceremonies of the first 

steps of seminarians toward 

the priesthood. Our Superior 

General, Bishop Bernard Fellay, 

bestowed the cassock on thirteen 

seminarians: ten Americans, one 

Englishman, one Canadian, and 

one Frenchman. His Excellency 

tonsured ten more, all Americans, 

and ordained seven, also all 

American, to the first minor orders 

of porter and lector.
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A Voice from New Zealand

Brother  
Brewmeister

VERBUM: So, we’ll start with the 
basics. When were you ordained?

Fr. Fortin: The feast of the Sacred 
Heart, June 2009.

VERBUM: And your entire 
seminary formation was here, at 
St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary?

Fr. Fortin: Yes. My year of humanities 
was under Bishop Williamson, and the 
final six years under Fr. le Roux. I had 
the privilege of having them both.

VERBUM: Have things changed 
much since you left?

Fr. Fortin: At the Seminary? I see that 
there are still problems with the heat, 
so in that regard, no. No, it hasn’t really 
changed, and really the Seminary’s not 
supposed to change; it’s the formation 
of the Cross, it’s what’s been handed 
down, and it continues, in the spirit of 
Archbishop Lefebvre.

VERBUM: What is your present 
assignment?

Fr. Fortin: When I walked out [after 
my] ordination, Bishop Fellay looked at 
me and said, “I’m sending you…” and he 
pointed to the ground, in other words, to 
the other hemisphere. So, New Zealand. 
It was Providence. It’s a grace, I thank 
God for it, but I was surprised. New 
Zealand… I’d heard that we had a priory 
out there, but that’s about it!

VERBUM: So, what exactly is your 
mission there?

Fr. Fortin: The mission is to convert 
the world, convert every New Zealander 
to our Lord Jesus Christ, simple as 
that. But more specifically, we have 
a large parish in Wanganui of some 
400-450 souls, I’m one of four priests 
and two brothers, we have a convent 

of about a dozen Dominican teaching 
sisters to run the girls’ school, we have 
a secondary boys’ school, and a primary 
school. So I help out during the week at 
the parish and teach at the school, and 
assist at the parish with all of its duties 
and problems. Then on the weekends 
I fly to Auckland, it’s an hour flight, 
and then I drive to Hamilton, about 
an hour and a half from Auckland. 
Auckland is a parish of about a hundred 
souls; Hamilton, just a handful, 
sometimes a dozen to twenty people.

VERBUM: Did anything 
about New Zealand really 
surprise you? Any culture 
shock?

Fr. Fortin: No culture 
shock. There are little 
differences, but you have 
very good souls in America, 
you have very good souls in 
New Zealand. You have not 
so fervent souls in America, 
you have not so fervent souls 
in New Zealand. You have 
Liberalism in America, you 
have Liberalism in New 
Zealand, and anywhere 
Liberalism is, its influence is 
horrible for souls. It’s funny 
though, I think when you’re 
out of your own environment 
you recognize it more, [you 
can see], as it were, its horns. 
When you’re somewhere 
else you see its influence on 
another people more clearly 
than in your own country. 
 
As for the physical aspects, 

you don’t have the airline security we do 
in America, which is quite nice; it feels 
normal. If you show up a quarter of an 
hour before your flight, you’re early. It’s 
nice to fly there.

VERBUM: As far as the Apostolate, 
was there anything you really 
weren’t expecting to see when you 
got out into the mission fields?

Fr. Fortin: Unexpected, no. 
Wonderful, yes. You see the visibility 
of grace as a priest which is amazing, 
it’s wonderful to see. You see souls 
transformed. You see the power of grace, 
you see the power of Our Lady, you see 
the power of the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass as Archbishop Lefebvre saw it in 
Africa.

VERBUM: What was the most 
useful thing you learned at the 
Seminary? 

Fr. Fortin: Paternity. If you’re going 
to be a priest, you’re going to be a 
“Father,” you need to be a father. If 
you’re not a father, you’re going to do 
a lot of damage. What is the goal of a 
seminary? It is the formation of priests, 
and when you say priests you say Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and what is Our Lord 
Jesus Christ? He is a father, He is the 

authority, the life giving authority, and 
the priest is called to teach, to sanctify, 
to bless, to care for souls, to give life to 
souls by his instrumentality, and we can 
sum all this up by the word “Father.” So 
yes, paternity.

VERBUM: If you could take more 
time, say an extra year, to study 
one of the subjects you studied at 
the Seminary, what would you go 
back to?

Fr. Fortin: If you read the history of 
the Jesuits, after they were ordained, 
they took a year of retreat. Why did 
they do this? In the wisdom of the 
Jesuits they knew that being wrapped 
in study and the duties of the seminary, 
there’s a danger of losing focus on what 
you’re called to be; that is, a priest. I 
think that’s very wise. We can’t do that, 
Archbishop Lefebvre wanted that, but 
it’s just not possible with the small 
number of priests. Why? It’s to meditate 
on who you are, a priest, Our Lord Jesus 
Christ. And so if I did have another year 
it would be to spend more time in prayer 
and meditation on what a priest is, the 
priesthood. We don’t think about it 
enough, what a priest is, the mystery of 
the priesthood of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and this is what I think I would focus 
on, especially through the wisdom of St. 
Thomas Aquinas. 

VERBUM: And just to wrap up, 
is there any advice you have for 
us future priests and for all the 
brothers here?

Fr. Fortin: To be, and not to do. We’re 
not Protestants. Protestants believe 
in grace as a blanket which covers the 
filth of sinful human nature. Catholic 
Theology teaches of a transformation of 
the person, of the soul, into Our Lord 
Jesus Christ. That’s what I mean by “to 
be.” The emphasis must be on “to be”, 
this transformation especially through 
prayer, through study, through the 
appreciation of grace. It’s not to say we 
do nothing, but everything you do will 
flow from what you are. If your life is 
geared toward this, this being Our Lord 
Jesus Christ by prayer, study, and all 
that you do, then the things that you do 
will flow from this. The danger of the 
apostolate is to do and to do and to do 
and to do, and forget about being, about 
being a priest, a priest, a priest. That’s 
the danger: to put aside the visit to Our 
Lord because “I’m too busy with this, 
I’m too busy with that,” parish or school 
or whatever. It’s not right, it’s not right 
for me to do that. I can’t give what I 
don’t have, and where do you not only 
receive but also become? It’s in front of 
the tabernacle, where I need to spend 
more time. This is my advice, and I also 
request prayers, from the seminarians, 
from our dear faithful, for the holiness 
of priests. Behind holy priests you find 
souls praying for them; you can say 
that the prayers of the faithful are the 
protection of priests.

VERBUM: Thank you for your 
time, Father. 

Questions or comments?  send us your feedback at verbum@stas.org

Back stateside after eighteen months in the 
apostolate, Father Michael Fortin, a recent 
alumnus of the Seminary, returned to his old 
house of formation to visit his confreres and 
recharge his spiritual batteries for a few days. 
VERBUM pounced on this opportunity to provide 
readers with a glimpse of a recently ordained 
priest on his first assignment.

When Brother Stanislaus came to the 

Seminary, he directed his hobby of home-

brewing toward the common good, 

becoming chief of the Seminary brewing 

department and turning out beer for the 

whole community. So, when a skiing 

accident left him to nurse a broken shoulder 

for six weeks, Brother wasn’t about to let the 

brewery collect dust. He started work on a 

new English ale recipe, brewed entirely one-

handed. The resulting brew, dubbed Sinister 

Ale in honor of its left-handed parentage, 

went on to win second place in the Bluff 

County Co-op St. Patrick’s Day Home Brew 

Contest and high honors from his fellow 

brothers, seminarians, and priests.


