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Verbum: Doctor, as a Catholic Professor
teaching now in your fifth institute of
higher learning, you say that Catholic
colleges are in a state of disaster?

Dr. Chojnowski: Definitely.

Verbum: In what does that disaster
consist?

Dr. Ch: In these supposedly Catholic
colleges the students that I have taught
(some of whom are seminarians) do not
even know the fundamentals of the
Catholic Faith. I can count on one hand
my present students that have sufficient
knowledge to call themselves truly
Catholic.

When the Faculty is a Farce
Verbum: What has been the attitude of
your fellow teachers to this condition of
the students?

Dr. Ch: Many times I have tried to
present this problem to my colleagues,
and whether it was a staff meeting or a
casual conversation, the reply was always
more or less, “Why worry about the
truths of the Catholic Faith?” “Come on,
we have lives to lead, what do dogmas
matter?” And if I pushed the issue, I
would be laughed out of court.

Verbum: But how can teachers meant to
be teaching the Truth have such a scorn
for the Truth?

Dr. Ch: They are afraid of the Truth.
They are afraid of any absoluteidea.
They prefer everything to be relative. If
you claim that one idea exists, and that
that idea is true, in the way that any
Catholic worth the name knows and
proclaims his Faith to be true, then you
are also demanding that people must
accept that true idea. But they do not
want to accept it, because truth demands
submission. They know that if they
submit to the Truth, they have to admit

that there is one God, author of this one
Truth, and that this Truth imposes one
moral code of behavior, and so they
would have to change their immoral
lives. They know these consequences of
the one Truth, and they do not want to
accept them. That is the way they think.
When you come right down to it, they
will say that no idea is binding, because if
it is binding, they will have to change
their way of life.

Verbum: If the students you have known
do not believe in Truth, what do they
believe in?

Dr. Ch: They believe in what most
everybody around them believes in,
namely in getting certain goods to
survive. At heart they are nihilists, i.e.,
they believe in nothing. Does life have no
meaning? Then let us go after as much
prestige, pleasure and comfort as possible
before the end. Most of these students
have no religious faith, no supernatural
hope or love. It is frightening! A number
of them in the Catholic colleges come
from a Catholic background, and they
have some vaguely Catholic ideas, but
these play no part in their lives. Even the

committed students have little real
content to their Faith. The teachers are to
blame. Theteachersno longer believe in
reality. The Catholic students are
frighteningly like students in secular
schools.

Verbum: What is sure to catch the
attention of these students in class?

Dr. Ch: Difficult question. The expected
things don’t interest them. If you speak of
supernatural or metaphysical things like
beauty, truth, goodness, the soul, their
attention is attracted by the novelty, as
though they are meeting these ideas for
the first time. They know there is depth
there, they are fascinated, but then they 

also know they are unequipped to deal
with the mystery, so the initial awareness
goes no further, and the fascination is
replaced by regret and sorrow.

Intellectual Betrayal!
Verbum: Do the students realize how
they are being betrayed?

Dr. Ch: Some do, most don’t. Knowing
they have no mental equipment to handle
the great ideas, they become resentful of
what they cannot see. A few regret it.
One said to me recently, “I feel at a loss. I
have no training to handle St. Thomas
Aquinas”. But at college level it’s too late
to make up for the damage done, the

It is said that he who knows history can
better foretell the future. However, since
the lesson of history is seldom learned,
we are destined to repeat the mistakes of
the past. With this in mind, the
seminarians were visited by historian
and anthropologist Professor Jiri Vojta.
Professor Vojta, born and bred in
Czechoslovakia as it was then named,
came to the USA in 1957 where he
married and has lived ever since. For
over 25 years he taught at  various
schools, including New York State
University, Syracuse University, and
California State University. He retired in
1992 and presently lives in New
Mexico, where he attends the true Mass
at a Society Chapel. He is delighted to
come out of retirement to teach Society
Seminarians, because he sees in them a
hope for the future. November 1993 was
the second time he came to teach at the
Seminary. He gave three interesting
lectures, which the last VERBUMhad
no space to report. The subjects of the
three were: The history of the kingdom
of Bohemia (now  the Czech Republic),
the Hussite revolt and wars, and the
“New Face of Communism.”

Prague and Bohemia
Beginning each lecture with slides and a
short explanation of each slide,
Professor showed the seminarians the
rich history and beauty of  Prague and
Bohemia. Known as the “city of love
and dreams,” this favorite city of Mozart
has a long list of composers, artists and
poets to its credit who were either from
Prague or chose to live there.

Prague and Charles the Fourth
The 14th century under Charles IV was
the peak period for Bohemia. This
glorious period started in 1346 at the
Battle of Crécy. Charles IV, then only
seventeen years old, went to the battle
with his father, Blind King John of
Luxembourg (the two kingdoms of
Bohemia and Luxembourg were then
united). Exhibiting the true medieval
spirit they rode from Prague to

Luxembourg to Crécy to be in time for
the battle. Charles remained off the
battlefield by his father’s orders. Blind
King John fought the entire day. How
could he fight if he was blind? Although
blind (and his helmet had no eye slits)
he was pointed in the direction of the

Czechoslovakia:  How a
Catholic People Became 
Communist

Professor Jiri Vojta lecturing to the
Seminarians.

The devastation of modern youth is a tragedy and a drama without name. For years
now in the decadent Western nations, parents with their eyes open have been realizing
that the so–called universities are major centers of the intellectual, spiritual and moral
corruption of their children. However, what many Catholic parents do not realize today,
according to a  U.S. Catholic college professor visiting Winona recently, is that the
Catholic colleges are no better.

Dr. Peter Chojnowski has been a regular visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary over
the last few months. He has spent several years teaching at five different Catholic
colleges across the USA (which shall not be named). He received his B.A. in
Philosophy and Political Science from Christendom College, and his M.A. and Ph.D. 
in Philosophy from Fordham University. VERBUM is printing the following extensive
interview conducted with Dr. Chojnowski at the Seminary, because his training in
Catholic philosophy enables him to get to the roots of the problem. He portrays the
situation as immensely grave, but not hopeless, so long as the youth are well guided. 

The Mutilation of  Catholic Education

Professor Peter Chojnowski
explaining the philosophic problems of
Catholic colleges as he has seen them.
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English and fought by sense of hearing
only! In his sixties, he was also of
advanced age for battle. By the end of
the day, King John lay dead surrounded
by dead English knights. Edward III of
England removed the fallen king’s
helmet and repeated King John’s battle
cry, “I serve.” This being an era before
war crimes trials, Edward admired his
former enemy saying, “Such valor, such
courage must be remembered.” He took
the three ostrich feathers from the
helmet and they became the coat-of-
arms for the princes of Wales. He
finished the tribute by building a
cathedral in Rouen, Normandy, to bury
the fallen king. Charles returned to
Prague and was crowned that same year,
thus beginning Bohemia’s glorious
period.

Most of Prague was built during the
reign of Charles IV. He decided to build
“New Prague” across the Moldau River,
so he built the Charles Bridge which can
still be crossed on foot today. “New
Prague” was planned and built all at
once, so the disorder of piece–meal city
construction is absent. The Karlstein
castle was built there, one of the few
purely gothic castles stil l in good
condition. In the castle is the Chapel of
the Holy Cross containing the single
largest piece of the true cross and once
the crown of Charlemagne, which has
since been moved to Vienna. He founded
the Charles University, built churches,
theaters, orphanages, and many other
institutions which still bear his name.
During his long reign, Bohemia was
built up to its zenith. This prosperity,
however, would soon be completely
destroyed.

The Hussite Wars
Bohemia was destroyed because it no
longer had the Catholic Faith as its
principal support. The heretical
teachings of Wyclif fe and Hus infiltrated
the Church through the faculty of
Charles University. Immediately  many
factions arose. Among these factions
were the Utraquists, who believed that
only communion under both species was
valid (sub utraque specie). In order for
Communion to be valid, both the Body
and the Blood had to be received.
Another faction, the Chiliastics, believed
that God would come for a reign of a
thousand years. Finally, there was the
Waldensian sect with the erroneous ideas
about total poverty. The most notable of
these were the Nudes et Beghardes  (the
naked and the beggars), whom Professor
Vojta likened to Medieval hippies. These
factions were constantly fighting each
other. Their warring with each other
ended when an agreement was made
between the Church and the Utraquist

faction, the most powerful as well as the
most “moderate” faction in Bohemia.
The Uraquist faction would crush the
Hussite revolt and in return the Church
would receive them back, on agreed
terms, into the Church. The Utraquist
armies, knowing the guerrilla war tactics
of the Hussites, were easily able to crush
them. The worst of the heretics, the
Adamites, were so foul and so perverse
that they were unreformable. Therefore
30,000 of them had to be herded into
barns and burned alive. 

Bohemia Destroyed
Even though the wars were over,  the
material and the spiritual welfare of the
country suffered immensely. Materially,
many buildings and edifices which took
centuries to build were destroyed by
these barbarians in just thirty years.
Spiritually, the split of the Catholic Faith
took many souls from the Faith.
Although the Hussites were physically
broken, their rebellious spirit stil l

remained. So when the Protestant Revolt
erupted less than a century later, these
rebellious pockets resurfaced, for Luther
and Calvin held most of the same
erroneous doctrines as the Hussites. To
these events, said Professor Vojta, can be
traced back a constant element of unrest
in the life of Czechoslovakia ever since.

The element of unrest in modern times
the Professor would pick up in his third
lecture – on Communism, to which he
said many Czechs gladly gave over their
country in the late 1940’s, with an
immense crowd of a million people
greeting in central Prague the arrival of
the Communists in power...

Communism–a Hands on Experience
Professor Vojta’s third conference was
given on the intriguing subject of “The
New Communism.” In contrast to the
first two lectures on Prague and
Bohemia, telling of fascinating history
and medieval traditions with their legacy
of Hussite and Lutheran upheavals, and
their glorious Catholic rejection of these

heresies in the wake of the Counter
Reformation, Professor Vojta turned our
thoughts toward the sobering subject of
Communism. He defined communism as
a historical development of the
philosophies of Frederick Hegel and
Karl Marx. The system was engineered
by the ruthless, bloody dictatorship of
Vladimir Lenin in the Revolution of
1917. Perhaps a more accurate
description was offered by Professor
Vojta’s own father on his deathbed when
he said “Communism has a super human
intelligence–it is from  Lucifer.”

The average American does not really
know what communism is. Professor
Vojta said that for most people the

subject brings to mind images of barbed
wire and bread lines, while in reality this
is only one aspect of it. While the media
have nearly every American convinced
that the Bolshevik dictatorships are
passed, traditional Catholics are ever
cautious of a rejuvenated communism,
one with a nicer face to please liberals
but in fact no less insidious, no less
Marxist. If communism is a super-
human diabolical power, then shouldn’t
we be asking ourselves how can it be
dead? Professor Vojta said that the real
origin of Communism was Lucifer when
he told God “non serviam.”

Communism is a Religion!
Professor Vojta’s visit to a Communist
mausoleum in Prague was equally
disturbing. He described the morbid,
bizarre appearance of this “shrine to
communism.” As you enter the place
you hear Chopin’s Funeral March and
an eerie red light illumines the graves of
all those “brave comrades.” A soft voice
tells you that so and so died from
Franco’s bullets in the Spanish Civil
War. 

It is to be noted here that Professor Vojta
made strong reference to the fact that
communism is a religion and that this
mausoleum and the one in Moscow with
Lenin’s corpse are, in reality, shrines to
the world’s religion.of Satan. During the
Third Reich, German officers would
execute Czech communist infiltrators
who, just before being shot, would raise
their arms with clenched fists and cry
“Long live holy communism.” 

The Essence of Communism:
The Philosophy of Hegel and Marx

Even before the sinister Marx appeared
on the scene of history, Frederick Hegel
was “philosophizing” about dialectics.
He believed that a continuous progress is
built into history with its goal in view of
a world Utopia. According to Professor
Vojta, until the 1930’s, nearly all
American historians agreed with this
theory. Hegel concluded that God and
eternity were mythical and that the

Battle against the Swedes on Charles Bridge. In 1648 the Protestant Swedes
attacked and captured half of Prague. Jesuit Father Jiri Plachy (with a sword in one
hand, a pistol in the other, and Aristotelian bullet–proof text  stuffed in his cassock),
led the students of Charles University and held off the Swedes for six full weeks, thus
saving the city. In commemoration, a statue of our Lady of Victory was erected in Old
Town Square.

From February 7 to 11 the Fourth Annual
Priests Meeting was held here at the
Seminary in Winona. Over forty Society
priests from the United States and Canada
spent a week learning, resting, praying,
and playing (in the annual Priests’ vs.
Seminarians hockey game). The priests
gained knowledge of the ever-important
revealed truths and their application in
today’s world, as well as enjoying each
other’s companionship and support, a
privilege that they do not always have in
their priories and on their missions. 

Learning...
They listened to and learned from several
lecturers, principally Society priests both
from the United States and abroad. Fr.
François Pivert, a Society Canonist from
Cour St. Thomas, Romagne, France,
lectured on Supplied Jurisdiction,
Sacramental preparation, and other
Canonical questions. Fr. Ramon Anglés, a
Liturgical expert from St. Mary’s, Kansas,
explained both the origins and importance
of the Roman Ritual. Fr. Carlos
Urrutigoity and Fr. Juan Carlos Iscara,
both Seminary Professors, expounded on
their respective topics. Fr. Urrutigoity
commented on the sacredness of
Gregorian Chant and on Aristotle’s and
St. Thomas’ doctrine of the bonum
commune,the common good. This
doctrine directly opposes the modernists’
deification of the human person. Fr. Iscara
spoke on the morality of the “right to die”
and on priestly celibacy. Dr. De
Erausquin, a Catholic Psychiatrist from

Connecticut, taught the priests the
Aristotelian approach to psychiatry.

Resting and Praying...
As brethren in the Eternal High Priest of
Our Jesus Christ, these priests gathered at
the Seminary to enjoy the fraternal
atmosphere with other Society priests.
Also, the seminarians profited from the
priests’ presence, by intently listening to
and learning from their pastoral and
apostolic adventures. During this week in
this location of the top of Stockton Hill,
over 200 Masses were celebrated, thus
bringing upon the priests the necessary
graces to profit from their visit. 

Playing...
Nevertheless, the priests still were not
able to overcome the seminarians in the
third annual Winona Cup – the Priests vs.
Seminarians hockey game – played at the
end of the week. After an intense and
rigorous three periods of tough, hard-
hitting hockey, the seminarians, under the
direction of their captains, third year Eric
Hewko and first year Darwin Gramlich,
overcame the priests team, led by Frs.
Ward, Young, David Hewko, and
Violette.

Thus, after being intellectually,
spiritually, mentally, and physically
refreshed and rejuvenated, these priests
returned to their priories and their
missions better armed and prepared to
continue their Divine mission to restore
all things in Christ.

Priests’ meeting at Winona. Pictured seated from left to right are: Fr. Göttler, 
His Excellency Bishop Williamson, Fr. Peter Scott, and Fr. Anglés. Pictured
standing from left to right are: Rev. Mr. Katzaroff, Frs. Belisle, Vachon, Bibeau,
MacDonald, Cooper, Post, Young, DeLallo, Iscara, Belland, Boulet, Novak,
Ringrose, Boyle, Kimball, Alessio, Arzuaga, Thomas Scott, Gonzales, Pivert, 
Rev. Mr. Libietis, Frs. Buckley, Stanich, Violette, VanderPutten, Welsh, Dean, 
Ward, Urrutigoity, Fullerton, Allen, and Leith.

U.S. & Canadian
Priests Meet in Winona
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failure of their primary and secondary
education.

Verbum: What kind of a society will
such students be able to create?

Dr. Ch: I often ask myself. I don’t know.
One might think they would at least be
technologically trained and competent to
the run the consumer society, but the
breakdown in basic education makes it
questionable whether they can maintain
even that. They slowly realize that they
are total incompetents. They know their
education is no good. Most of them do
not know what the future holds, and they
have little hope. In any case the society
they create will not cherish truth, religion
or God’s law, because they do not know
the basics of the Christian religion. They
are unaware of the basic habits of
civilized Western society. They are
barbarians. If Western culture depends on
these youngsters, it is finished.

The Philosophical Felons
Verbum: Can you name five individuals
who have had a hand in causing the tragic
condition of these youngsters?

Dr. Ch: Way out in front, the dreadful
French 18th century pseudo-philosopher,
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, still one of the
most seductive and powerful preachers of
“Nature is wonderful, let it all hang out.”
Rousseau absolutely denies original sin.
Following Rousseau, another deadly
philosopher from about the same period,
the German Immanuel Kant, who cut the
mind loose from objective reality.
Thirdly, over here in the States, another
pseudo-philosopher of our own century,
John Dewey. Fourthly and fifthly, two
“psychologists” frequently brought up by
these students, Sigmund Freud, and
Maslow.

“Rock” in Their Heads
Verbum: What part is played by rock
music in these students’ lives?

Dr. Ch: It is the dominant influence.
Rock’n’roll drowns out any type of
civilized discourse, it removes virtually
all possibility of methodical,
contemplative, reasoned thought. It
destroys the youngsters’ imagination for

a start, filling it with a chaotic jumble of
sound, and it is always putting in front of
them the sexual drive, which is their
constant preoccupation, disordering their
mind. Students enter class with a
walkman in their ears, you’re lucky if
they take it out. They have no openness
or docility to external reality.

Verbum: Do any of them ever refuse
rock’n’roll?

Dr. Ch: None that I have known of. It is
the only music they have ever known.
Other music has no such immediate
stimulus, no sexual excitement, so it has
no interest, and so they have no
appreciation for beauty. They refuse to
recognize any unchanging order outside
their own minds.

What About Their Futur e
Verbum: Are they total incompetents? Is
there anything they are good at?

Dr. Ch: One in five of them may be
competent in a specialist field such as
biology or accounting. But none of them
knows how to think logically, to see the
world theoretically, to grasp religious or
philosophical questions. Such things have
no immediate stimulus, so are for them of
no significance or consequence, but are
irritating and silly. Rock dominates their
thinking and dress. They dress more and
more like barbarians. They have no
dignity.

Verbum: What future do they have?

Dr. Ch: Many can attain basic jobs and
find a niche in the commercial system.
But as to their forming a stable marriage
or making a strong family, that is difficult
to imagine, because they instinctively
reject any absolute, binding norms. Such
things as devotion, love, or loyalty have
no immediate stimulus, so are
incomprehensible and cannot bind.

Verbum: How many of your fellow
professors in the five colleges where you
have taught share your vision of these
students’ condition?

Dr. Ch: Only some 10% of my
colleagues, the committed Catholics,
have shared my vision of the solution, but

every colleague I have had has shared my
vision of the problem.Left-wing or right-
wing, they all bemoan the condition of
the students and some have outright
contempt for them. Nobody sees them as
developed or preparedto learn, and the
situation has become so obvious that not
even radical feminists deny it. For all
practical purposes the students cannot
read, enjoy reading, nor assimilate what
is being read. The collapse of primary
and secondary education is now washing
up on the shores of higher education.

Verbum: But Doctor, how do you
explain such a collapse in the nation once
of McGuffey’s Readers?

Dr. Ch: The people in power in the
teachers’ unions, in the education
bureaucracy and in other special interest
groups have a different view of education.
For these people, education no longer
means learning things unknown,
exercising the mind or enriching the
memory. Now it means training a young

person to adapt to those around him, to
appreciate what he is, to feel good about
himself.

Verbum: But how has such a crazy
notion of education been sold to the
people?

Dr. Ch: Most parents are unaware that
this process is going on, at least in the
Catholic colleges.Most of them think
that Catholic education is like it was 30
years ago, with certain things to learn,
certain books to read, certain formulae to
memorize. Parents assume their
children’s minds are being cultivated, but
that is not what the children are doing.

Verbum: Are you saying the colleges, or
university faculties, are buying into this
new education?

Dr. Ch: Unquestionably, but for more
ideological reasons than in lower
education. In higher education today, any

COLLEGE (Continued on  pg. 4) 

utopian perfection would come about by
a series of clashes between two opposing
ideas. He called the idea being
challenged the “thesis”, and the opposite
idea the “antithesis”. The clash of these
two produced the “synthesis”, or a
mixture of the two. Karl Marx used this
as the foundation for his economic

theory of political struggle. For Marx,
the thesis was the Aristocracy, the
antithesis was the Bourgeoisie or
“middle class,” and the clash of these
two produced the synthesis of
Capitalism. This builds into life the need
for constant change of morals, beliefs,
and all ideas in general.

The “New Communism”
The “New Communism” will be
different only in appearance. Karl Marx
had envisioned a “withering away” of the
state such that the state will no longer
micro-manage the affairs of its citizens.
Professor Vojta compared the
communism of the future with the Israeli
kibbutz (community camp) of the 1960’s.
The “New Communism” will be marked
by an absence of nationality, an absence
of marriage (in favor of “free love”), and
nobody will do the same job twice in one
day. Private property and private
interests will not exist but will be
decided upon by a governing board.
Worst of all, parents will not know their
own children, for their children will be
property of the state. Does it sound
vaguely like day-care? Professor Vojta
told us about his stay in a kibbutz several
years ago where he discovered that even
they have abandoned free love in
preference to marriage. The modern
“yuppie” Jews apparently want real jobs,
real marriages, and their own lawns to
mow! 

It was a pleasure hearing Professor
Vojta’s remarks on communism. It was
very fitting that he, who grew up in
Communist Czechoslovakia, gave an
eyewitness view of life under this terrible
plague. But what was more appealing
about his lecture was that he did not
attempt to hide his true convictions on
the matter. Communism, he said, came
from  Lucifer and it will not go away. “It
is the world’s second oldest religion, 
founded by Lucifer.” In his book on the
Communist Revolution, 1917, Red
Banners White Mantle, Warren Carroll

describes a conversation which took
place between Lenin and an old
classmate named Georgi Solomon,
twenty years after graduation: “We shall
destroy everything (laugh!), with the
result that everything will be smashed to
smithereens and fly off in all directions...
We shall destroy the entire bourgeoisie
and grind them to powder (laugh!)... And
don’t talk to me, for I shall mercilessly
attack anyone who smells of counter-
revolution.” Georgi Solomon had come
to see the friend of his youth, and instead
he had looked into the face of hell.

“New Communism” or Old?
Although it may look and appear to be
the same, the “New Communism” is just

hiding its gruesome face and putting on
its sweet and pleasant face. If this “New
Communism” does not succeed in
reaching its goal, who knows, it may
revert to its old, cruel ways, for the Party,
of course!

Our Lady’ s Solution
What must Catholics do about the “New
Communism?” The answer is simple, as
the Blessed Virgin Mary told the three
children at Fatima: “Pray the rosary
daily, and Consecrate Russia to my
Immaculate heart.” Because in the end,
her Immaculate Heart will triumph.

Professor Vojta demonstrates the
Communists’ battle cry, “Long live holy
Communism!”

One of the most popular sports at the
Seminary is soccer, which is played out
on our large field. But when the ice-cold
Winona winter begins, soccer has to
wait until spring. This fact prompted
fourth-year seminarian John Fullerton to
acquire an indoor version of the sport
for those interested. It is commonly
known as Foosball, or “Baby foot” in
France. John did not expect that this
game would become as popular amongst
the seminarians as it has. In fact, besides
the seminarians who enjoy reading,
conversing, or just listening to some
good music in the reading room, one
can always find a group enthusiastically
gathered around the rectangular table,
joking around and laughing, but always
playing intensely.

But what about the game itself?
“Foosball is a high-speed game, not one
of endurance,” claims first-year
Canadian seminarian Darwin Gramlich,
one of the most skilled Foosball players
in the Seminary, who often
demonstrates his keen eye and razor-
sharp reflexes during recreation. In

addition, one can play foosball and at
the same time converse with his
opponents, sometimes making the
commentary more enjoyable than the
game itself. It also doesn’t require too
much time to play, thereby allowing
seminarians to have a quick match
before returning to classes or to studies.
In fact, these features of the game have
attracted many seminarians to get
involved and even to become quite
proficient. Consequently, this has made
ranking the teams in the Seminary
Foosball tournament difficult.

Tournament? Yes, as with every other
popular sport played at the Seminary,
there is a foosball tournament currently
underway, because the seminarians love
fighting one another. Of course a priest
did say in a sermon, “Don’t be deceived,
you should play to win. But never with a
bad spirit that would make winning the
only aim in your sports, disregarding all
true fraternal charity.” But a bystander
who heard that sermon and watched the
seminarians playing foosball might be
forgiven for wondering whether

s e m i n a r i a n s
remember everything
they hear in sermons. 

Thus, the foosball
table is no doubt a
real asset during
those winter months
when outdoor sports
are difficult or
impossible. Much
stress from a long
day of study can be
blown away by a
good strong explo-
sion at the foosball
table.

“Indoor Soccer” Invigorates
Seminarians Between Studies

Seminary Professor Fr. Iscara and second year seminarian
Paul Kominsky compete against third year Eric Hewko and
first year Richard Gilbault (back) as first year Stephen Tan
watches this exciting game of “Foosball.”
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truth being knowable is under attack,
because any truth having to be
conformed to is a form of oppression.
Instead we have pluri-culturalism which
says that each culture has its own ways,
that no one culture is better than any
other, that even the inmates of insane
asylums – this is a true case! – are to be
treated with respect and tolerance as
having a vision, views and values of their
own! In the field of science, thinkers are
now saying that witchcraft is of equal
value to science because it is as
meaningful to certain people! Any and all
objectivity is denied as being oppressive.
So anybody leading students towards a
supposed truth is an oppressor and a
deceiver and lusting for domination. The
mania for equality is destroying
education: No one thing is better than
any other thing.

Verbum: But who is all this poison
coming from?

Dr. Ch: Not from ordinary people, who
have no sympathy with multi-culturalism.
Most people do not know what is going
on in the academic world, now
dominated by the multi-culturalists who
have filled it with a strange atmosphere.

Christian Cultur e Attacked
Verbum: But where do these madmen
come from?

Dr. Ch: The administrators who regulate,
for instance, teachers and curricula are
centered in Washington, D.C., but these
are merely implementing the ideas that
come from New York, which is very
much the intellectual center of the USA.
In New York are numberless left-wing
intellectuals using the mania for equality
to attack directly what remains of
Christian culture. If you want
Communism to triumph, said Gramsci,
no need for tanks, just subvert the
culture. In their own lives, multi-
culturalists have no time for other
cultures, but they use multi-culturalism
as a clever weapon to attack Christian
culture which is still feared and hated.
These people hate conservative
Christians most of all.

Verbum: What is your best hope in this
situation?

Dr. Ch: The small educational
institutions which still believe in truth
and in putting truth into students,in other
words the small conservative Christian
institutions. The major universities are
beyond hope, they are too far gone.
Nobody that I have spoken to thinks they
can be reformed, because they have been
handed over lock, stock and barrel to
people who have no affinity for the
Christian values on which these
institutions were founded. The graduates
they produce do not have Catholic minds.

Verbum: But then how will these left-
wingers run society with the zombies that
they are producing?

Dr. Ch: The left-wingers believe in the
State, and believers in the State, or
statists, like having non-challenging
people who cannot argue with you, who
instinctively agree with the dominant
theology which is now left-wing to the
core. They are training non-objectors that
they can manipulate, that “think in sync.”
Thus today’s students are as non-political
as they are non-religious. At least the
revolting students of the 1960’s had some
ideological views, but today they accept
whatever they see and hear on television.
To take a stand for anything at all gets in
the way of the comfort and satisfaction
they hope for, so they go along to get
along.

Money Does More Than Talk
Verbum: Is money important in today’s
higher education?

Dr. Ch: Very much so. We are stamping
the report-cards of those who can pay.
NO students will ever be eliminated for
reasons of dress, behavior or academic
standards because that will mean losing
money. A modern university is an
empire. To really change things is no
ambition of any college president that I
have ever known. Money must be kept
coming in, which requires a certain
measure of deception.

Seminarians Learn Culture From Live Classical Music
If you were to walk the halls of the
Seminary during a recreation period, you
might hear the music of Bach and
Beethoven being played. At first you
might think that a seminarian was playing
a CD of a famous musical performance.
But when you listen closer you realize
that it is not a recording. Rather, you
would be treated to something the
seminarians have enjoyed for the past

three years: third-year seminarian Basel
Sarweh playing his cello.

Mr. Sarweh is an accomplished cellist,
coming from a long tradition of Middle-
Eastern music. However, when his
parents moved to Canada from
Damascus, Syria in 1974, they decided to
have their children learn the western
musical tradition as well. Mr. Sarweh

began to play the cello at the age of
seven, studying with various
teachers in Montreal, Windsor, and
Detroit. At the age of sixteen he
began performing with the Windsor
Symphony in Ontario. With the
idea of a career in music, he went to
study at the University of Southern
California, which at that time had
one of the best string departments
and orchestras in the country. His
teacher was the well-known
Eleanor Schoenfeld. There, he
developed his art very quickly, and
claims that he “learned more in my
first year there than I had in all my
years of music.” Soon, Mr. Sarweh
was planning to begin performing
around the country. But after
retiring to Canada for a vacation,
his interests took a different
direction. God made it clear to him
during that summer that “my future
lay no longer in the world of music,
but in the apostolate of Jesus
Christ.” So for the past three years

Mr. Sarweh’s virtuosity has been put to
good use.

Since coming to the Seminary, he has
accompanied polyphonic music during
the June Ordinations. In addition to
occasionally giving short concerts in the
refectory for the enjoyment of the
seminarians and priests, Mr. Sarweh was
recently asked by Bishop Williamson to
perform a series of concerts for a greater
benefit to the seminarians than that of
mere entertainment. These concerts have
featured four of Bach’s six suites for
unaccompanied cello, considered by
many (including Mr. Sarweh) to be the
most difficult pieces in the whole
repertoire of cello music. His Excellency
has since taken a great interest in them,
encouraging the seminarians to take
some of their free time to come and
listen, because in these live performances
there is a vitality in music which cannot
be reproduced, in even the best
recordings. There is no substitute for the
live performance.

So by focusing on the best of secular
music, it is hoped that seminarians will
learn the principles of music in general,
and in turn better understand and
appreciate sacred music. Pope Pius XI
wrote in Divini Cultusthat those who are
called to receive holy orders should
master not just Gregorian Chant and
sacred polyphony, but also the
“aesthetics of musical art.” Although
Gregorian Chant rightly has the first
place in the musical education of the
seminarians, it should not be the only
music. Pope St. Pius X himself said in
his Motu Proprio on Sacred Musicthat
“means should be sought to complete
this teaching [of sacred music] with
some special instruction on the aesthetics
of sacred art, so that clerics may not
leave the Seminary in ignorance of the
right ideas on the subject, ideas which
are a necessary part of the full
ecclesiastical culture.”

Basel Sarweh performing on his Cello.

The Catholic College Camouflage
The alumni must be made to think that
Catholic college life is like it was 30
years ago. So the dog-collar is put on for
the alumni! I know of one marxist school
– supposedly Catholic – with homosexual
and abortion groups on campus, which
made a promotion video showing the
President and priests in clericals which
they never wear, advising students in the
school library which they never visit.
Whoever knew the reality and saw the
video just roared with laughter! Another
college President had himself
photographed typing at a computer set up
in the middle of a great Gothic hall. They
want to be portrayed in the old Catholic
mould. Too absurd for words!

How to Protect The Youth
Verbum: What is the best advice you can
give to Catholic parents?

Dr. Ch: Firstly, home-school at primary
and secondary level, if at all possible.
Home-schooled children have far
superior academic ability even to the

products of Catholic schools. Their Faith
is intact. Their social skills are perfectly
adequate. They know how to read, and
they enjoy reading. They are articulate.
Secondly, send them to a smaller
conservative college if you must, but
remember that YOUNG PEOPLE DO
NOT HAVE TO GO TO COLLEGE. I
have no doubt of this at all, because few
youngsters in college learn anything of
substance, and to a greater or lesser
degree they just become maladjusted to
reality. Let them rather go for a job and a
family. Let them not waste the money
and the time. Academics now agree, left-
wingers and right-wingers,that college is
like a remedial high school program, or
else a play-pen for post-adolescents who
don’t want to go out and find jobs. Today
a college degree no longer guarantees 

anything, and it is losing its prestige, 
which shows that reality does catch up!
Let the youngsters work in a family
business, or with friends in a trade. That
is much better. Even mediocre colleges
are now horribly expensive. 

Verbum: Is it more important for boys
than for girls to go to college?

Dr. Chojnowski: You want to get me
into trouble! No doubt the girls do work
harder than the boys, because they feel
the pressure of society telling them that it
is not legitimate and not satisfying to be
“just” a housewife or mother. However,
men and women do have different
intellectual abilities, so the women should
not want to be just like the men.The
women should focus on areas more
amenable to the female mind.

Verbum: How can parents know if a
child of theirs is one who really should
go to college?

Dr. Ch.: In the sciences, he should have a
marked ability in mathematics or one of
the sciences. As chimpanzee for the
liberal arts, he should be someone who
reads, someone who wants to read,
someone who gains by reading.If he has
no interest in reading, let him do
something more practical. How often I
have heard people say to me, “These
people should not be here.” The
youngsters reach 21 years of age, they
still have no responsibilities, their
adolescence is prolonged to 21 or 22, and
they become people with nothing to do
and with nothing they are qualified to do.
My advice to most people is, save your
time and save your money.

Verbum: And what advice do you have
for the youngsters themselves?

Dr. Ch.: Unless you have an
overwhelming urge to go to college in
order to read and study, I say to you, find
some occupation, climb the ladder, start
becoming real. A college degree no
longer guarantees you a position. If you
do go to college, be careful. Most places
are secular, and through and through
hostile to Christianity. There are few
places where the truth is respected, let
alone the Faith. If you can, find
individual teachers that you can look up
to as guides to lead you to the truth and
goodness that will make the college
experience worthwhile and productive.

Verbum: Doctor, thank you very much
indeed.

Dr. Ch.: You are most welcome.

COLLEGE (Continued from  pg. 3) 

How cold is cold? With the temperature
needle nearing the Celsius/Fahrenheit
intersection of - 40, seminarians stay
inside for their activities.


