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I t is an enormous advantage of
belonging to a world-wide
Catholic Congregation of some

350 priests that if defectors tear a hole
in the fabric of, for instance, a
seminary, there is no shortage of
priests to take their place.

So, about one third of all Society
priests being French, it was not a
surprise when the Society’s Superior
General, Bishop Bernard Fellay,
turned to France to find replacements
for the two Seminary priests who
defected last May. The replacements
are Father Thierry Gaudray, 30, from
Rouen, and Father Jacques Mérel, 30,
from Paris.

They are not the first Frenchmen to
have left their country to serve the
Catholic Church in a far-flung land,
and they will certainly not be the last.
All priests and laity of the Society of St.

Pius X remember with deep
gratitude the French missionary
who at the age of his retirement
undertook 20 more years of
labour to save for them the
Catholic priesthood and Mass
all over the world. Now all
members and followers of the
Society of St. Pius X in the USA
are grateful to two of his young
fellow-countrymen for crossing a
wide ocean to help train true
priests.

Fr. Gaudray and Fr. Mérel
arrived in Winona shortly before
the school year began and
immediately set out to master
the English language. Now they
are both giving sermons and
teaching classes in English.

Fr. Gaudray comes from the
city of Rouen. As a youth, he
became involved with the MJCF.
This is a Catholic youth
movement in France with a
primarily apostolic aim. Its
members are encouraged to raise

and discuss topics of the Faith with
non-Catholic friends or acquaintances,
to bring them into contact with the
liturgy, and to attempt other like means
of evangelization. Father says that this
organization played a large role in
developing the dispositions necessary
to answer his vocation. So, after
studying a year of Medicine, he chose
instead the care of souls and entered
the newly opened seminary at Flavigny
in the Autumn of 1986. He completed
his final three years of seminary
training at Ecône. It was while at
Ecône that he was placed in charge of
the seminary archives. Among the
duties of this position was the task of
collecting and filing any newspaper or
magazine articles written concerning
Archbishop Lefebvre.

One of the events which Father
remembers most vividly from his
seminary days is his initial engagement
into the Society. On this eighth of
December in 1987, the Mass was
celebrated by Archbishop Lefebvre, who
was supposedly “suspended” (forbidden
to exercise his priestly faculties), and
yet the Mass was attended by Cardinal
Gagnon, who was visiting from Rome.

Following his ordination in 1992,
Father Gaudray went to the priory in
Rheims where he remained for five
years. Along with his other pastoral
duties, he managed a small school at
the priory and made weekly visits to a
nearby Dominican school. He con-
tinues his teaching duties here at Saint
Thomas Aquinas Seminary as professor

of Ascetical and Mystical Theology
and of Dogma I.

Father Jacques Mérel also joined the
MJCF as a youth, and he too credits it
with greatly helping to strengthen his
Faith. It was on one of the group’s camps
that he first met and worked with Father
Gaudray. Father Mérel earned a degree
in engineering; but, after completing his
year of mandatory military service, he
decided to enter the seminary of
Flavigny. Among the highlights of his
years at Flavigny was the seminary’s trip
to Rome. Father says that their one
month stay in the Eternal City, especially
the visits to the tombs of the Apostles
and to that of St. Pius X, fostered
enormously his love for the Church and
for the Society. His first year in the
seminary was also the first school year to
commence after the death of Archbishop
Lefebvre. His ordination last Summer,
therefore, marks the beginning of the
Society’s “second generation” of priests
to enter the battlefield for souls.

During his seminary years,
Father’s admiration for the Society’s
Founder continually grew as he began

New Seminary professors, 
Frs. Mérel and Gaudray

Father Jacques Mérel
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to appreciate more fully how Divine
Providence had prepared and chosen
Archbishop Lefebvre for the mission
of saving the Catholic priesthood. It is
not without thanksgiving (and a touch
of justifiable pride) that he says, “We
are his heirs.”

Fathers Gaudray and Mérel now
join the professors of Winona in order
that, in their turn, they may hand
down what they have received, the
Legacy of the Faith.

A delegation of North American
pilgrims was present this
Summer in Fatima for the

Society’s consecration of Russia to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary. The group
of faithful, which represented sixteen
states of the United States and two
provinces of Canada, included Br.
Gerard-Francis, who is stationed at the
Seminary in Winona, and second-year
seminarian, Isaac Moats. The
pilgrimage was led by Franciscan friar

and veteran traveler Fr. Carl
Pulvermacher, and Fr. François Castel
of Toronto, Canada.

After arriving in Lisbon on August
21, the pilgrims boarded a charter bus
and began their nine-day excursion by
visiting the principal sites of Lisbon,
among them the house where the great
Franciscan St. Anthony of Padua was
born, as well as the cathedral of
Lisbon, where he was baptized. The
group then rode north to Fatima in

Fatima Pilgrimage

Second-year seminarian Isaac Moats, Fr. Carl Pulvermacher, and Br.
Gerard-Francis pose in front of the Church of Our Lady of the Pillar in
Saragossa, Spain. This was one of their many stops after visiting Fatima.

(continued on page 2)



order to be present for the August 22
Consecration. Fatima was the focus of
the pilgrimage and the pilgrims took
advantage of all-night adoration at the
Society chapel, the Consecration Mass,
candle-light processions and visits to
the religious shrines in the city of
Fatima. The Americans were fortunate
to have a local shopkeeper whose
grandmother was present at the Miracle
of the Sun in 1917, give an insightful
tour of Fatima’s main shrines. Br.
Gerard enthusiastically spoke of this
tour, and said the nightly Rosary
processions at the apparition site were
the highlight of his trip.

After this, the pilgrims journeyed
to Compostela in the far north-west of
Spain to venerate the bones of the
Martyr-Apostle St. James the Great.
Both Fr. Pulvermacher and Fr. Castel
celebrated Mass at the Apostle’s tomb

in the crypt of the ancient cathedral.
This was the stop that Mr. Moats
enjoyed the most, due to the zeal and
the crusading spirit of St. James which
permeated the entire city. The other
sites in Spain were explored in two
rapid, but fruitful days. The pilgrims
saw Avila’s walls by night, toured the
city the next day, visited Segovia
where Fr. Pulvermacher said Mass at
the tomb of St. John of the Cross, and
finished in Saragossa at the Church of
Our Lady of the Pillar.

The fatigued pilgrims spent their
last two days in Lourdes where they
were able to thank the Blessed Virgin
for the graces, guidance, and
protection which she had procured for
them during the trip. The group left
Europe tired in body but determined to
let their renewed faith enlighten their
lives as they returned to their homes.

Pilgrimage(from page 1)

80th Annivers
The Society Consecrates Russia t

Why should Catholics continue
to be concerned about a
“private revelation,” which

was received seven decades ago in the
little country of Portugal? Why also have
four Mass centers of the Society of St.
Pius X in the US been named in honor of
“Our Lady of Fatima?” The answers are
to be found in the dramatic and
astonishing events which occurred there
in the second decade of this century. The
answers are of vital importance for the
whole world to this day. The Mother of
God appeared to three shepherd children
with a message which serves as the key
to unlocking the mysteries of the
apocalyptic age in which we live. The
bloody and sorrowful history of the
Twentieth Century is explained in the
light of these revelations from Heaven.

THE GREAT SECRET OF JULY 13, 1917
The heart of the Fatima message is found
in the revelation given to the children on

this date. The Great Secret is divided into
three parts, or secrets. 

THE FIRST SECRET is the Vision of
Hell (See Box). Hell is real. Hell is
horrifying,and we can go there. Our
Blessed Mother mercifully reminds
smug, modern man of what is at stake in
his eternal destiny.

THE SECOND SECRET is a series of
prophetic warnings and requests, which
have proved to be amazingly accurate
during the last 80 years (See Box). This
Second Secret of Our Lady of Fatima is
none other than a sketch of the history of
the Twentieth Century. The Second
World War was worse than the First, and
it was preceded by an unknown light on
January 25, 1938, which was attributed
to the “Aurora Borealis” but which was
much more intense and more widely seen
than the “Northern Lights.” This date
also coincided with the secret negotia-
tions between Hitler and Stalin, which
occurred during the reign of Pius XI, and

can be considered the real beginning of
the War. Russia, under Soviet Com-
munism, has spread her errors, such as
legalized abortion, divorce, feminism
and especially a materialistic philosophy
of life, throughout the world. Many tens
of millions have been martyred under the
brutal force of Communist conquest
around the globe. Various nations have
been swallowed up in this world revolu-
tion. If only the simple requests of Our
Blessed Mother had been heeded by the
popes and bishops, many souls would
have been saved and terrible suffering
avoided.

THE THIRD SECRET has never been
publicly made known. Sister Lucy wrote
it down in 1944 and gave it to her Bishop
in Portugal, who sealed it and refused to
read it. The Holy Office requested that
the text of the Secret be brought to Rome
in 1957. It appears that Pope Pius XII
never read the secret before he died the
following year. In 1959, Pope John XXIII
did read the Third Secret, but declared
that it did not concern his pontificate. A
subsequent press release from the Vatican
in 1960 stated that the Third Secret
would not be published that year and
probably never would be made known to
the world. This contradicts the statement
of Sister Lucy that the Third Secret
should be publicly revealed no later than
1960, for by then it would be clear what
it meant. The succeeding popes have,
likewise, refused to reveal the secret. In
view of the precise accuracy of the
Second Secret, Fatima Scholar, Brother
Michael of the Holy Trinity, concludes

Revelations by Our Lady in 1917

THE FIRST SECRET

As Our Lady spoke these last words, She opened Her hands...The
rays of light seemed to penetrate the earth, and we saw as it were a
sea of fire. Plunged in this fire were demons and souls in human

form, like transparent burning embers, all blackened or burnished bronze,
floating about in the conflagration, now raised into the air by the flames
that issued from within themselves together with great clouds of smoke,
now falling back on every side like sparks in a huge fire, without weight
or equilibrium, amid shrieks and groans of pain and despair, which
horrified us and made us tremble with fear...The demons could be
distinguished by their terrifying and
repellent likeness to frightful and
unknown animals, black and
transparent like burning coals. (Our
Lady then speaks to the children:)
“You have seen hell where the souls
of poor sinners go. To save them,
God wishes to establish in the
world devotion to My Immaculate
Heart. If what I say to you is done,
many souls will be saved and there
will be peace.”

THE SECOND SECRET

T he war is going to end, but if people do not cease offending God, a
worse one will break out during the reign of Pius XI. When you see a
night illumined by an unknown light, know that this is the great sign

given you by God that He is about to punish the world for its crimes, by
means of war, famine and persecutions of the Church and of the Holy Father.

To prevent this, I shall come to ask for the consecration of Russia to my
Immaculate Heart, and the Communion of Reparation on the First Saturdays.
If my requests are heeded, Russia will be converted and there will be peace;
if not, she will spread her errors throughout the world, causing wars and
persecutions of the Church. The good will be martyred, the Holy Father will
have much to suffer, various nations will
be annihilated.”

that the Third Secret contains information
embarrassing to members of the Church
hierarchy, otherwise they would not
refuse to disclose it. The two concluding
sentences of the great secret do however
give some indication of its content (See
Box). Brother Michael argues
persuasively that the Third Secret
concerns the loss of faith among Church
leaders and the subsequent chastisements.
His monumental work entitled The Whole
Truth About Fatimais required reading
for anyone who would like to understand
the message of Our Lady of Fatima.

Three months after the revelation of
the Great Secret, there occurred on
October 13, 1917 the stunning Miracle of
the Sun. Before 70,000 eyewitnesses, the
sun appeared to whirl out of its regular
course in a spinning fashion and then to
plummet towards the earth. The sky and
atmosphere took on distinct colors. Those
present were able comfortably to look at
this solar prodigy. As Our Lady had
earlier promised, the Great Secret was
confirmed by the greatest miracle in
modern times. The words of the Book of
the Apocalypse took on a personal
meaning for the pilgrims, “Agreat sign
appeared in the heavens, a woman
clothed with the sun” (Apocalypse 12:1).

Our Lady of Fatima

?
(Note: While the text of the Third part of the Fatima Secret has never
been published, based on the final two sentences of the Second part of
the Secret as well as published remarks of Sister Lucy, Brother Michael
believes the following words may approximate the message of Our Lady
of Fatima.)

While in Portugal the dogma of the Faith will always be
preserved, in  many nations, perhaps in almost the whole
world, the Faith will be lost. The pastors of the Church will be

gravely lacking in the duties of their charges. Through their fault,
consecrated souls will let themselves be seduced by pernicious errors
spread everywhere. It will be the time of the decisive combat between
the Virgin and the devil. A wave of diabolical confusion will unfurl on
the world. Satan will get in to the highest summit of the Church. He will
blind the minds, harden the hearts of Pastors. For God will have
delivered them to themselves in punishment for their refusal to obey the
requests of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. That will be the great
Apostasy announced for the “last times,” the “false lamb,” the “false
prophet” betraying the Church to the benefit of the “Beast,” according to
the prophecy of the Apocalypse. 

“In the end, my Immaculate Heart will triumph. The Holy Father will
consecrate Russia to me, and she will be converted, and a certain
period of peace will be granted to the world.”

THE THIRD SECRET

“

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •



Under the blazing sun of a
brilliant Portuguese sky, His
Excellency Bishop Bernard

Fellay, Superior General of the Society
of St. Pius X, in the presence of an
estimated 4,000 Catholic Faithful,
made on August 22 in Fatima the Act
of Consecration of Russia to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary.

Bishop Fellay was joined in the
ceremony by his three fellow bishops
of the Society, as well as Bishop
Salvador Lazo of the Philippines. The
Act of Consecration was first
pronounced by Society Founder
Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre in Fatima
ten years ago. Among the pilgrims
present were 100 priests and clerics,
members of the Society and of other
congregations of Catholic Tradition.
Father Rifan represented Campos,
Brazil. From New Mexico, Father
Cyprian of Our Lady Of Guadalupe
Benedictine Monastery was present, as

were priests of the Transalpine
Redemptorists and Eastern Rite clergy
from the Ukraine.

The ceremony was preceded by a
Pontifical Solemn High Mass celebrated
by Bishop Fellay for the Feast of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary. A portable
altar and canopy had been erected for
this purpose on a vacant lot adjacent to
the main hotel of the pilgrims in
Fatima. His Excellency preached in four
languages about the importance of the
reparatory devotion to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary, including the practice of
the Five First Saturdays, as requested
by Our Lady of Fatima in her
appearances to Sister Lucy.

That same afternoon, a conference
was given by Father Jean Violette on
the probable content of the Third Secret
revealed to the Seers of Fatima. That
evening, Benediction of the Most
Blessed Sacrament was celebrated
before all of the pilgrims present. Later,

the entire group joined the nightly
candle-light procession to the Basilica
of Our Lady of Fatima.

The Blessed Virgin requested the
Consecration of Russia to her
Immaculate Heart, in the Great Secret
revealed to the three children on July
13, 1917. The request was made at the
same time that the liberal and Masonic
revolution was preparing to overthrow
the rule of the Czar in Russia. Our
Lady’s request preceded by three
months the Bolshevik Revolution,
which then established Soviet Russia
as the world’s first officially atheistic
state. Ever since, Godless materialism
has become pervasive in both East
and West. In Spain in 1929, Our Lady
further revealed to Sister Lucy that
the Consecration of Russia to her
Immaculate Heart must be made by
the Pope in union with all the bishops
of the world. Upon this simple
request depends the conversion of
Russia and the peace of the world,

which will be the triumph of the
Immaculate Heart.

Yet the popes and the bishops
have so far been unwilling to comply
with the express will of the august
Mother of God. Since 1942, the
modern popes have made a variety of
consecrations to the Immaculate Heart.
But these consecrations have only
mentioned the world in general.
Russia has never in any of them been
given the explicit mention that Our
Lady requested.

Therefore, in a spirit of obedient
compliance, the Bishops of Catholic
Tradition, following the example of
their predecessor, Archbishop
Lefebvre, have consecrated Russia, not
indeed as a substitute for the necessary
response of the Pope and the rest of the
bishops, but as an act of reparation to
help obtain the graces necessary for the
Pope to fulfill this duty. 

sary of Fatima
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary

Bishops Tissier de Mallerais, Williamson, Fellay, Lazo, and de Galarreta
perform the act of Consecration of Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

A s Summer-like temperatures and
the forgotten sun finally put to
an end the long grey Minnesota

Winter, they brought with them the time
of vacation from studies for the students
here at St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary.
Final examinations had hardly concluded
before the ordinations were upon us, and
not long after, each seminarian had
scattered to make the best of his Summer
break and to begin the work of his month-
long Summer apostolate. And in the
Summer of 1997, as in many years past, a
number of the seminarians chose to work
at the various boys’camps which were
scheduled to take place through the
months of July and August. 

A few of the seminarians went to
western Wisconsin to assist Fr. John
Fullerton at his week-long camp at
Wyalusing State Park. Others traveled to
St. Louis for the young men’s camp,
supervised by Fr. Hewko, which included
a grueling thirty-mile pilgrimage to the
shrine of Fr. Juan de Padilla near Lyons,
KS. Other camps at which a number of
seminarians were in attendance took
place in Raccoon Creek State Park in
Pennsylvania, Los Gatos, CA, and Rocky
Mountain House near Calgary, Alberta. 

In general, the diverse camps in the
US and Canada followed much the same
program. Daily Mass and Rosary, with
morning and evening prayers, were the
heart of the camps. Each day there were
scheduled two or three conferences and/or
catechism classes and, at some camps,
there were times set aside for instruction
in things such as the singing of Gregorian
Chant. Much time was allotted for two of
the most essential things in a young boy’s
life; playing and eating! And, in the
evenings, the boys could enjoy
campfires and skits before night
prayers and bed. 

In addition to being of
service to the priests who
organize and run the boys’
camps, seminarians begin to
learn one essential task of their
future life as priests, “Go forth
and teach ye all nations.”
Instructing the traditional
Catholic youth of our country is,
in fact, the primary purpose of
these camps: firstly, to
strengthen them in their
catechism; secondly, to allow
them to meet and learn from
each other while learning to work

main thing that our seminarians have
tried to teach the children is that the
things that they learn on camp are not
just for camp or for Sunday morning.
Camp is the beginning of learning to live
the life of a true Catholic – a life that is
twenty-four hours a day for the rest of
their lives. It is to be hoped that, by the
grace of God, the boys of the Society of
St. Pius X have taken home with them
this understanding as well as a reinforced
faith and love of truth, and that the
seminarians have gained a better
understanding of the vocation to which
they mean to devote their lives.

Followed Through by the Society in 1997

Seminarians Go Camping

The procession leaves the shrine at Fatima after the Society pilgrims’visit to the
Capelhina, site of the original Apparitions. From center to right can be seen
three of the Society’s four bishops. In the background is the Fatima Basilica.

The Eucharistic Crusaders during a procession at Raccoon Creek State Park, PA

and play together in a Catholic fashion;
and lastly, to warn them of some of the
problems that are to be found in the
modern world and give them the
solutions to these problems. Therefore, it
is the seminarians’duty to instruct, to be
involved in the activities, and enforce
discipline on these camps as well as
maintain a general upkeep of the
campgrounds. 

But giving the children facts and
being around them are not enough. The

 •  



For the month of August this year,
sixteen seminarians made the
Thirty-day Exercises of St.

Ignatius at the Society’s Retreat House
in Ridgefield, Connecticut.

The Spiritual Exercises were given
by Father James Doran, one of our
Seminary professors, and Father Paul
Tague, an experienced preacher of
Ignatian Retreats, who himself learned
the Exercises at Ridgefield, when it was
still the site of the Seminary. And then,
with the moving of the Seminary to
Winona, the house once again became a
center for preaching the Spiritual
Exercises – thus continuing one of the

Thirty Days With 
Saint Ignatius

greatest means of sanctification which the
Church possesses.

The Spiritual Exercises themselves are
the rich fruit gathered from St. Ignatius’
own experiences and meditations following
his conversion and Retreat at Manresa.
There, in the “Holy Cave” of Manresa, St.
Ignatius learned from the Mother of God
herself how to fight the combats of Our
Lord. “It was from her hands that St.
Ignatius received this code so perfect – and
in all truth we can so call it – of which
every soldier of Jesus Christ ought to make
use” (Pius XI, Mentibus Nostris). In our
days, when the war against the Church has
reached such frightening proportions, these
words of Pius XI are even more apposite.
For this reason Archbishop Lefebvre made
the Thirty-day Exercises a necessary part
of priestly formation in seminaries.

One of the most important conditions
of the Ignatian Retreat is silence, which
gives the retreatants the ability to hear God
speaking to the innermost depths of the
soul. The atmosphere that the silence
engenders speaks of the sacredness of the
time these seminarians consecrate to the
things of God.

The Spiritual Exercises are nothing
other than an intense distillation of the
Gospel, codified by a master of prayer. St.
Ignatius has given us a synthesis for the
reformation of the moral life, “where
everything is disposed with such wisdom,
everything is so coordinated that, if man
does not oppose Divine Grace, they renew
him completely and render him fully
submitted to Divine Authority” (Pius XI).
For our times, when this Divine Authority
is despised as never before, the Spiritual
Exercises are more needed than ever.

Truly the Spiritual Exercises are one
of the greatest gifts which the Archbishop
carried over to his Society of St. Pius X.
Formed by these Exercises, future priests
of the Society should be amongst the true
heirs of those great apostles formed by St.
Ignatius, who will give to a world which
so desperately needs it, the means to live
according to the eternal truths of our Faith.

The date is July 26; the place is the
international airport in Monterrey,
Mexico. Two of our seminarians,

Robin Damgaard and Robert
MacPherson have just arrived. As Robert
and Robin leave the terminal, they walk
into a wall of heat. The temperature
outside is 110° F, a fair deal hotter than
the two Canadians are used to. The visit
promises to be eventful.

Assisting at a boys’ camp two days
later, they meet up with Joseph Brison,
another Winona seminarian. This reunion
takes place at an altitude of over 11,000
ft., as the campers had hiked to the
summit of Mt. San Raphael, and Joe has
only just joined them. But this is only
the beginning of their four-day trek
through the Sierra Madre mountains, a
journey which will prove to be of
indescribable beauty. The campers are

obliged to descend the
mountain after only one
night (they had planned
two) due to a shortage of
water. However, as the
temperature had dropped
below freezing over-night,
this decision was not
terribly regretted. The
troop hikes the remaining
thirty miles in two days.

Camp ends, and a few
days later the seminarians
fly to Mexico City. Their
first stop is naturally the
Basilica of Our Lady of
Gaudalupe, where they
see the miraculous Image
that initiated the mass
conversion of Mexico to
the Faith. They next visit
the pyramids of
Teotihuacán, massive
monuments which ancient
religious zealots erected
to the sun and moon.
Upon the arrival of the
Spaniards, this innate
religious energy was
redirected toward the

worship of the true Light of the World
and has predominantly remained so since.
The three seminarians spend the
remainder of their time in Mexico City
visiting various churches, local shops,
and other points of interest.

They go from here to Guadalajara,
considered Mexico’s most beautiful city,
and then head north where they pass the
final days of their tour in Gomez Palacio.
Here they stay at the priory founded by
Fr. Thomas Haynos. Father Haynos
departs the following day for the
Benedictine Monastery in Silver City; so
the three seminarians have the
opportunity to assist at his last solemn
high Mass as a Society priest as well as
to attend the farewell banquet arranged
by the faithful. A few days later the trio is
once again at the airport in Monterrey
and they are soon on their way home to

prepare for the coming seminary year.
Joseph, Robin, and Robert extend

their heartfelt thanks to all the
parishioners who showed them so much
kindness and to Fr. Knittel (District
Superior of Mexico) and all the other

Society priests for their hospitality and
unlimited generosity. But they would
especially like to thank Fr. Haynos who
made the trip possible and who, by his
continual assistance, made it as enjoyable
as it was memorable.

Retreat masters, Fr. Doran and Fr. Tague (sitting), pose with those who
attended the 30-Day Retreat.

Seminarians – South of the Border

We hold firmly
with all our
heart and with

all our mind to Catholic
Rome, Guardian of the
Catholic Faith and of the
traditions necessary to the
maintenance of this faith, to
the Eternal Rome, mistress
of wisdom and truth …”
(Declaration of Archbishop
Levebvre, 21 Nov. 1974).

This attachment to
Rome, to the true and
eternal spirit of Rome, was
always a distinctive mark of
the Archbishop. It was this
unshakable fidelity to the
Rome of all time that he
wished to impart to all his
priests, especially those of
the Society of St. Pius X.

To this end, seminarian
John Jenkins, in his fifth
year of studies here at St.
Thomas Aquinas Seminary,
was given the opportunity
to stay at Albano, the
Society’s District House of

Italy near Rome for the month of July, by
the generous gift of a benefactor. Through
his stay he was able to make daily visits
to all the holy places of Rome, and thus
begin to absorb the character and spirit of
Roman Catholicism - the ineffable quality
of “Romanitá”.

What was most impressive to him
were the catacombs, the ancient basilicas
and the countless relics of the true Faith,
the true source of Rome’s greatness.
Most distressing to him however, and
everywhere apparent, is the malicious
rejection of this greatness. So many
magnificent Churches, the fruit of so
many sacrifices and prayers, are empty of
the Faith that erected them. A wholly new
spirit, a wholly new faith now rules
Rome: a Protestant and Neo-modernist
spirit which seeks everywhere to
discredit and destroy the hallowed
traditions of the Catholic Faith.

Thus his trip to Rome was a
reminder of the nature of the fight that
the Society of St. Pius X has undertaken,
and the tombs of the martyrs and con-
fessors who have fought this same fight
inspired in him a genuine confidence that
God will help us in this struggle.

Rome – Yesterday and Today

Robert MacPherson, Robin Damgaard, and Joseph
Brison stand in front of the remains of Blessed 

Fr. Miguel Pro in Mexico City.

Fifth year seminarian John Jenkins stands in the
crypt of the Church of the Twelve Apostles. In the
background is a rendition of the Divine Shepherd.

“


