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Moving Forward on the Eastern Front
Fr. Karl Stehlin on the Apostolate in Eastern Europe

This last November the Seminary was
privileged to receive a presentation
on the Society’s apostolate in

Eastern Europe by Fr. Karl Stehlin.
Fr. Stehlin has spent his whole priestly

life as a missionary. After studies at the
Society’s seminary in Zaitzkofen, Germany,
Fr. Stehlin was sent to Gabon in West
Africa, where the Society of St. Pius X
continues the missionary work of
Archbishop Lefebvre. After eight and a half
years working in Africa, he was sent in 1994
behind the collapsing Iron Curtain to begin
the work of the Society in Eastern Europe.

A true son of the Archbishop, Fr.
Stehlin’s zeal for souls and enthusiasm for
the apostolate radiated throughout the
conference to the great edification of all.
Fr. Stehlin also granted to VERBUM an
interview, which we print here below.

VERBUM: Reverend Father, you spoke in
your conference often of devotion to the

Immaculate Heart of Mary and the
immense love that Our Lady has for
Russia. Do you think that the Consecration
of Russia has taken place?

Fr. Stehlin: Absolutely not. The
Consecration of Russia is a very explicit
demand of Our Lady. It must be by the
Pope in union with all the Bishops. We
have not seen this, nor the conversion of
Russia. The Faith in Russia is now almost
non-existent. If anything the situation in
Russia is worse now than it was under
communism.

VERBUM: Nonetheless there is some
freedom of religion now that the Iron
Curtain has collapsed ...

Fr. Stehlin: To some extent. Yet travel into
the country is very, very difficult. To this
day we cannot practice openly. We have
had to move our location many times over
the past six years. The KGB still make their
visits to investigate our work. The
possibility of expansion is for the moment
not very encouraging.

In Russia the years of communism
have done terrible damage to the souls of
the faithful. Even the most fundamental
truths, for instance, the existence of God,
cannot be taken for granted.

VERBUM: How then do you begin such an
apostolate?

Fr. Stehlin: When Father Schmidberger
asked me to begin our missions in the
Eastern countries, I began first with the
basis of our entire apostolate: The

Immaculate Heart of Mary. I
started on a pilgrimage to
Fatima to surround myself
with the message of Our
Lady, to be her servant, her
instrument in these countries
which have great devotion to
her.

There are two main tools
that are critical for the
apostolate: elementary
catechetics and the Spiritual
Exercises of St. Ignatius. The
very first step is often an
Ignatian Retreat. We see at
least two or three genuine
conversions with each
preaching of the Exercises.
From these come vocations
and good Catholic families,
which are the beginnings of
the restoration of society.

VERBUM: After so many
years of communism what
does Tradition mean for the
people of Eastern Europe?

Fr. Stehlin: These countries
have a great devotion to Our
Lady, and this gave them the
strength to keep their faith
and to resist persecution. The
country of Lithuania, for
example, became a country of martyrs –
over 350,000 people, a third of the entire
population, were murdered by the
communists. I spoke in the conference
about the Hill of the Crosseserected to
atone for the atrocities of the communists.
These monuments are still standing and are
places of pilgrimage. Furthermore the
antics of the so-called “Pax Priests” whom
the communists tried to foist onto the
faithful make them wary of the modernist
clergy. Also, the older generation is very
important to these people, and from them
they hear about the old Mass.

In Poland the great efforts of Stefan
Cardinal Wyszynski, a friend of the
Archbishop during Vatican II, kept many of
the modernist extravagances from even
entering Poland. The example of St.
Maximilian Kolbe is still in living memory
of many of the people. Everywhere that
there is devotion to Our Lady the people
are very attached to Tradition, though the
modernist clergy are doing enormous
damage to their strong faith. Modernism is
threatening to destroy the Faith where
communism could not do so.

VERBUM: The Pope is from Poland, and
the Society is seen so often as being
“against the Pope,” so it seems that Poland
would be a very unlikely country for the

Society to establish itself. Yet the
apostolate in Poland is growing by leaps
and bounds. How do you account for this?

Fr. Stehlin: What I would say first is that
what you see here is the impact of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary. The devotion to
the Immaculate Heart is not merely a
theory or devotion like any other, but it is a
powerful instrument of conversion. If we
take into consideration the Immaculate
Heart of Mary, if we think with the Heart
of Mary, we embrace the intention of the
whole Church, for the salvation of all souls
of every country.

Nonetheless certain peoples have
characteristics that are very dear to Our
Lady. Poland has been the bastion of the
Catholic Faith in the East for many
centuries. The Polish people are strongly
conservative. They do not accept
ecumenism. They are not indifferent.

VERBUM: An example of this would be
the incident of the cross at Auschwitz?

Fr. Stehlin: Exactly. At Auschwitz the
Jews were scandalized at the presence of
the crosses at Auschwitz. They have used
all their powerful influence with the Pope
and hierarchy to have them removed, and
the Bishops demanded the removal of the
crosses. But the common people rose up to

Rev. Fr. Karl Stehlin, Superior of the
Society’s eastern European mission

Fr. Stehlin celebrates Mass in front of the 
papal cross at Auschwitz.
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ARoman Catholic seminary exists to create priests.
The main achievement of the American SSPX

Seminary’s 10 years in Winona is the ordination
of 43 priests. (Of these priests, five ordained but not trained
here are off-set by another five trained here but for various
reasons ordained elsewhere, so the figure of 43 stands.)

All of the priests trained here were ordained for the
Society of St. Pius X, and all but five are still operating as
Society priests. The faithfulness of these priests so far to
their calling represents a considerable stabilization of the
Society’s work in the United States in particular over the
last 10 years, when compared with the Society’s difficult
start in America.

This must be because by 1988, when the Society’s
Seminary arrived in Winona, the Society had been in
existence for nearly 20 years, so that Archbishop Lefebvre
had had time to communicate to his originally young
collaborators his own priestly spirit and doctrinal balance
between anti-Catholic temptations of heresy to the left and
schism to the right.

On the other hand, while the Society of St. Pius X and
its American Seminary have stabilized in quality during
those 10 years, they have not greatly increased in quantity.
In 1988 the Society’s American Seminary moved to
Winona for the sake of the larger building, to house more
vocations, but only occasionally between 1988 and 1998
has the number of Winona seminarians gone much above
what could have been comfortably housed in the former
building in Ridgefield, CT.

This reflects circumstances of the Church as a whole.
For when the Seminary moved to Winona in 1988, the
consecration of four Society bishops had just taken place in
Europe a few months earlier. Prior to those consecrations,

Rome had done everything it could to
prevent them so that when Archbishop
Lefebvre died, as he soon had to do, his
Society would wither on the vine and
perish with its seminaries for lack of a
bishop to ordain any more priests.

But when the consecrations took
place, guaranteeing ordination for
suitable seminarians, then Rome could
no longer count on the Society’s
seminaries to wither away. So it changed
tactics by creating officially approved
alternatives to keep seminarians away.
Hence the Fraternity of St. Peter, the
Institute of Christ the King and, latest,
splitting from Winona itself, the Society
of St. John. Man had proposed for the

Seminary larger numbers, but God disposed otherwise.
As for the seminarians who have come to Winona,

parishioners of the Seminary watching them over 10 years
notice no great difference: “Seminarians are much the
same,” says one, and “There is nothing really different,”
says another. Which is as it should be, if we are all serving
the Divine Master who is “the same, yesterday, today and
forever” (Heb. XIII, 8).

However, from inside the Seminary the priests who
have been able to observe all 10 years have noticed a
slight change, for better and for worse, again
corresponding to circumstances of Church and world,
reaching way beyond Winona, for it is a question of what
Archbishop Lefebvre called World War III, namely the
world-wide war between Catholic Tradition and Roman
Protestantism which broke out at Vatican II.

When towards the beginning of that war Archbishop
Lefebvre quietly raised the battle-flag of Catholic
resistance, a characterful and heterogeneous little army
gathered around his Society of St. Pius X, some pulling it
this way, others pulling it that way. In 1976, the
Archbishop scored a great victory over the neo-modernists
in Rome when their efforts to crush him clearly had the
opposite effect. Then Rome backed off, waiting for him to
die. He returned to quietly building the Society. The battle-
lines were being drawn.

However, through the 1980’s the Archbishop’s
followers were still a mixture of what we would today call
Traditionalists and Conservatives, because Rome had
refrained from the ultimate sentence of pronouncing the
Archbishop “excommunicated.” When this sentence was
pronounced in 1988 after the Episcopal consecrations, then
a sifting took place and the battle-lines were, as one may
say, finally drawn. From now it became
trench warfare for Catholic Tradition, with
established supply-lines but less glamour
and excitement; perhaps just as much
danger for the Faith, but less attraction for
colorful free-shooters.

Correspondingly, whereas towards
1988 Winona Seminary drew more young
men from outside the ranks of Tradition as
such, and they were apt to have more
maturity, experience of life and enthusiasm
for a fight, on the contrary towards 1998 our
young candidates for the Seminary tend to
come from within Tradition, notably from
our secondary school in St. Mary’s, KS,
responsible today for close on half of our
seminarians, and they are accordingly more
homogeneous. On the other hand they are
liable to be younger, less mature, more
protected, and knowing little of battle.

Also, seminarians (except for those coming from St.
Mary’s) are coming to us now from a world still more de-
humanized and anti-educated at the end of the '90’s than it
was at the beginning. Going back for instance to the
beginning of this century most boys learned in school
some Latin and some literature, both of them helpful to the
Catholic priesthood in content and in orientation. Now few
boys learn much, if anything, of either, being filled at
“school” – deliberately – with technology and sciences
that are in general of no use to the Catholic Faith or to the
priesthood, on the contrary.

To counter-act this cultural deficiency syndrome,
there have over the last 10 years been slipped into the
Winona seminarians’regular intellectual diet of substantial
Church courses like philosophy and theology, extra
lectures of literature, world history and music which the
seminarians much appreciate, because their Seminary
makes them realize just how they have been short-changed
by their so-called education prior to entering the Seminary.
In this domain Dr. David Allen White’s lectures on
literature have been especially popular among seminarians
since they have been in Winona.

And what do these trends suggest for the next 10
years in Winona? The world all around is certainly getting
worse all the time, and it may have succeeded in reducing
to a trickle the number of young men seeking the Truth
and the true priesthood without compromise. However, the
Lord God remains the master of events. There is no way in
which He can abandon His true Church. But those souls
must pray for vocations. If they do, the trickle of young
men striving after the highest ideal will not only not dry
up, but will increase again to a flow. “Our help is in the
name of the Lord.” 

A Decade i

Seminarians load over 20,000 library books into the
truck for the move to Winona

Oct. 8, 1988 Superior General Fr. Schmidberger

blesses the Seminary.

Oct. 21, 1989 Dr. David Allen White makes his first

appearance as a guest lecturer at the Seminary.

June 24, 1989 First priestly ordinations held in Winona. Ordained are 

(left-right) Frs. Paul Kimball, Timothy Pfeiffer, Paul Tague and John Young.

March 25, 1991 Celebration of a Requiem

Mass upon the death of Archbishop Lefebvre

May, 1992 Work on Our Lady’s Grotto begins.

1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993

Nov. 1, 1993 Dur
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Mehren has persuaded a number of young women not to
have their babies aborted. After university studies, she
obtained a degree in accounting, which is now put to
good use keeping the books at the Seminary. Her favorite
word for spendthrifts is “no.”

Mrs. Mehren and her husband Donald, who
currently works for the State of Minnesota in highway
maintenance, have been married for 21 years. While
Donald was serving in the U.S. Airforce, the Mehrens
lived in Germany for two years at Spangdahlem Army
Airforce Base near Bitberg and Trier. Mrs. Mehren
appreciates her husband’s common sense of which she
often makes use. They have lived near Winona since
1985. Although she has no children of her own, Mrs.
Mehren is a veritable youth counselor, both for her 14
nieces and nephews and their friends as well as
neighborhood acquaintances. Young people find Mrs.
Mehren easy to talk to and appreciate her straightforward
answers to their questions about faith and life.

Mrs. Mehren observes that so many young people
today seem lost. They are given plenty of material
possessions but not that which they most need, love and
discipline. It seems to her that some children get into
trouble deliberately to find out if their parents care
enough about them to enforce the rules. Sadly, many do
not. Mrs. Mehren believes that our modern society is so
obsessed with material convenience that adults often
forget what is truly important.

Although her health has not been the best, Mrs.
Mehren still enjoys her challenging job at the Seminary.
All of us at St. Thomas Aquinas say “thank you,” Mrs.
Mehren, for your hard work and patient assistance. We
wish you the best for the future and hope it will include
many more years with us up on “the hill.”

Fr. Paul Kimball, ordained in Winona in 1989, and now
stationed in Browerville, MN, shares his memories of the
Seminary’s move from Ridgefield, CT, to Winona, MN.

Ayoung man who leaves his family and friends to
enter the Seminary soon becomes attached to his
professors as his spiritual fathers and to his fellow

seminarians as his new brothers in Christ. Quickly the
bonds become much more deep and lasting than those he
had in the world. Not only to the persons does he become
legitimately attached but even to the walls and surroundings
in which he is reborn spiritually by entering his new
spiritual family. St. Thomas Aquinas wrote that the
consecration of a soul to God has the value of a second
baptism.

It is from Ridgefield, CT, that many of our priests in
the United States hail as their first home in the Society of
St. Pius X and so our attachment remains to that historic
mansion. Our memories are still impressed with its New
England stone wall entrance, dense woods and scenic
overlook on Lake Mamanasco.

Before I entered the Seminary in Ridgefield I often
attended Mass there, being born and raised in Connecticut.
One Spring day in 1983 I remember bringing my college
roommate there for Sunday Mass. No sooner had we knelt
down in the pew than His Grace Archbishop Lefebvre
serenely knelt down in the pew in front of us. I whispered to
my roommate, “Do you know who that is?” He being a
Novus Ordo Catholic said, “No.” So I whispered, “That is
the most important man in the world.” He nodded
understanding that this was the Swiss Archbishop of whom I
had spoken so much.

Our first year there was a noisy one. During class time
we heard carpenters finishing the “cardboard cathedral” as
we used to call it. A roof and siding were put on to protect
it. The “aircraft carrier” adjoined the Seminary. It was meant
to be the first floor of a long dormitory needed to house the
growing numbers of applicants before the “Split of the
Nine” (priests) in 1983. It was from that unfinished building
that the elderly Carmelite, blood sister of our Founder,
Mother Marie Christiane, spryly leapt two feet to the ground
to the surprise of all escorting her. She was passing through
Ridgefield on her way to found a traditional Carmel on this
side of the Atlantic. She put her head downward with her
hand over her mouth as she chuckled kindly at the offer of
an electric fan for the visiting nuns. The answer was clear to
all. Even though they were to stay in a hot attic apartment, a
fan was against the Rule of the Carmelites.

Soon before the move to Winona, there were souls
tucked away in every available corner of the old building.

in Winona!
Their makeshift rooms were beneath the stairway in the
basement, between blanket walls without heat under the
unfinished church and even a future Dominican lodged in
a barely habitable boathouse by the lake for the winter.
Something had to be done.

When news came that we were to move to the more
sane and conservative Midwest, a pang of nostalgia came
over me. Could not the old “aircraft carrier” be made into
something at long last?

My part in preparing for the move was to help pack

the thousands of books in the library. What a blessing that
most were recently labeled with numbers so as not to lose
the years of labor in trying to put some order in the
original heap of books!

Three other seminarians and I could not assist with
the actual move since we received permission to attend the
glorious consecration of bishops at Ecône. I should have
had by then two major orders, but no bishop was available
to confer them here in the United States. At the ceremony
I merely held a torch. Gathered in the courtyard after the

As her 10th
anniversary

with the Seminary
approaches,
VERBUMwould
like to salute a
pillar of the St.
Thomas Aquinas
family: Mrs.
Sherry Mehren.
Daytime callers to
the Seminary will
often have heard
the firm yet
maternal voice of
our beloved

secretary and bookkeeper. Mrs. Mehren manages the
Seminary office, answers the phones and handles much of
the correspondence from the Seminary, as well as
handling all of the accounting tasks. She has worked at
the Seminary since September 1989, not long after the big
move from Ridgefield to Winona. A decade with the same
employer is perhaps becoming a rare accomplishment in
this age of job instability.

Raised on a farm near Spring Valley, MN, Mrs.
Mehren credits her grandmother especially with teaching
her the importance of the traditional Catholic Faith.
“Every day there is always enough time to pray,” she
advised her granddaughter. Mrs. Mehren has followed
this advice and passes it on to the numerous young people
with whom she has contact. Math and science were her
favorite subjects at Hayfield High School. However,
during her senior year she took second place in a state-
wide speech contest, in which she warned of the
immorality of procured abortion, which the U.S. Supreme
Court had recently legalized. Over the years, Mrs.

The Voice of the Seminary

June 25, 1994 The Seminary sees again some Dominican
habits at the ordination of the Dominican Fr. Albert Kallio.

Summer, 1995 The five Crypt altars are
finished in time for the arrival of visiting
priests at ordinations.

Oct., 1996 Bishop Salvador Lazo, native of the
Philippines, first bishop to return to Tradition
from the Novus Ordo, visits Seminary.

Summer, 1998 Seminarians of Winona gather for

a group photo while at the Seminary in Ecône,

Switzerland, during their trip to Europe.

June 6, 1997 Seminary is
consecrated to the Sacred Heart.
A year later the Seminary’s
Sacred Heart Shrine is blessed
on June 19, 1998.

Dec. 26, 1997 Fr. James Doran

initiates a new format in the

annual doctrinal sessions directing

them toward fathers of families.Dec. 6, 1997 The 40 

Hours’Devotion is 

observed at the Seminary 

for the first time.

Mrs. Mehren
in her most common pose.

continued on page 4
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filled with the numerous manual labors
which are done at St. Thomas Aquinas
Seminary, especially the care of the
Seminary’s expansive grounds. Along with
the full 15-decade rosary prayed every day,
Brother prays the divine office in common
with the seminarians and partakes in all
their liturgical functions. The members of
St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary are happy to
have Brother Anthony Joseph as a part of
their community and look forward to his
dedicated work.

Mr. Brendan Murphy makes his oblation
as Br. Anthony Joseph.

Seminary Welcomes
New Brother

The Brothers, consecrating
themselves to God in the religious
life, have as their primary goal and

purpose the glory of God, their own
sanctification, and the salvation of souls”
(Statutes of the Society of Saint Pius X).
With this spiritual aim in mind, Brother
Anthony Joseph began his one-year
novitiate on the eve of the feast of the
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
last November 20th.

Brother Anthony, known in the world
as Brendan Murphy, comes from New
South Wales, Australia, from the city of
Wagga Wagga, the youngest of seven
children. Taking inspiration from his
father’s life, Brother Anthony chose his
first name because his family has a great
devotion to St. Anthony of Padua and
because his father was born on the feast
day of this great saint. Also to honor his
father, whom he credits for bringing the
family to the Traditional Mass, Brother
chose Joseph for his second name because
his father had a special devotion to the
foster father of Our Lord.

Brother Anthony Joseph originally
entered the Society of St. Pius X as a
seminarian under the advice of Father
François Laisney, then District Superior of
Australia. After five years in the seminary
he consulted his spiritual director and the
Rector of the Seminary and decided that his
vocation lay in the brotherhood of the
Society of St. Pius X. Now his life will be

“

Fr. Kimball continued from page 3

defend the crosses, and even erected
another cross to show their Faith. We
ourselves planted a cross. The people
formed a Committee in Defense of the
Cross.So you see, they are not indifferent
at all, but are proud of their Faith.

VERBUM: This very incident was
publicized throughout the Polish press.
How does the press in Poland view the
Society of St. Pius X?

Fr. Stehlin: Well, there are the usual
groundless accusations of schism, but there
are some newspapers that relate our
opinions objectively. What is more crucial,
though, is that the Society of St. Pius X is
seen as a voice in the Church, an important
voice that has clear ideas and opinions on
the crisis in the Church. The good effect of

the recent publicity is that the people can
see at least a part of the work of the
Society, and know what we are about.

VERBUM: What does the future hold for
the Society of St. Pius X in Poland?

Fr. Stehlin: The future is totally in the
hands of God. We are instruments and
ought not to think much of ourselves. We
are in a big battle, an immense attack of
the devil upon God’s Church. Today the
apostolate, despite all the troubles, is
going well. Tomorrow may hold many
disappointments. All is in the hands of
Providence.

I will say that Western materialism is
far more dangerous to the Polish people
than communism ever was. To give you
an idea, in 1989 over 65 percent of the

Catholic population
went to Church.
Now, in 1998, after
nine years of
Western influence,
only 32 percent go
to Church. Perhaps
in five years this
once strong Faith
will be rooted out of
the people. Western
materialism and
communism are two
pincers of the same
crab. The devil has the same end, only
different means. Under communism one at
least had a clear enemy attacking. Western
materialism and Masonic atheism are more
perfidious – they make it comfortable to
abandon the Faith.

VERBUM: What would you like to tell our
readers in the United States? What can
America learn from the Polish apostolate?

Fr. Stehlin: Above all: wake up! Continue
the fight! Beware complacency! Each
country has its own special role to fulfill in
the conservation of the Faith. People must
respond to grace when it is offered.

We must have a true enthusiasm for

Can we find any better formation for
the soul than music?” It is with this
quote of Plato that Dr. Michael

Dubiaga introduced his conference to
seminarians on the history of polyphony in
the Church on the 27th of November. In a
little over an hour and a half the Doctor
managed to cover almost 1000 years of
Catholic polyphony, music that resonated
through the greatest cathedrals in all of
Europe for more than half the history of
the Church. 

Dr. Dubiaga began with the definition
of polyphony: “vocal music with two or
more simultaneous lines,” which means
that there are at least two voices singing
independent melodies. He then helped the
seminarians through its millennial
development in a “cursory overview,”
enriched with handouts listing composers
according to period and accompanied by
recorded examples of the music. 

The seminarians were inundated with
a wide variety of previously unfamiliar
terms, such as “discant,” “modal

the Faith, which we will have if we
embrace the devotion to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary. Her Heart is a missionary
heart, for it desires the salvation of all
souls. Our faithful in the United States
should embrace all her intentions, for they
are the intentions of the Universal Church.
We should have joy in hearing of the
conversion of other peoples, and pray that
one day Our Lady may have pity on
America as well, to bring her into the
bosom of the Church.

VERBUM: Thank you Father.

Fr. Stehlin: May God bless you and all the
generous faithful who have helped our
people in Poland.

ceremony was a sea of clergy and faithful,
jubilant and relieved that Tradition, if not
the Church, had a future. I do not expect
ever again to be amidst such true and
profound happiness and rejoicing. It was a
day of grace.

From Europe I flew directly to Winona
for a 30-day retreat. The first week of the
retreat was a meditation on sin and hell.
Minnesota was fittingly the hottest spot in
the country that week and doors had to be
kept ajar at night to breathe. My eyes were
now fully open to the severity of Midwest
weather.

To my surprise I soon fell in love with
my new home. A coyote, the first I had
ever seen, ran in front of me during one of
my first walks through the fields. There
were no roars of rush hour traffic there and
we no longer needed to leap out of the way
of speeding cars. The Bishop was right....

My only regret was now I had to make
an effort to find my fellow seminarians

during recreation time. Before there was
only one sun-room to crowd into but now
seminarians during recreations roamed far
and wide within the large building. We
seemed to have lost the feeling of being a
poor family huddled in a humble abode and
become instead proud inhabitants of an
institution. Progress has its costs.

My last remembrance of being at
Winona is the first outdoor ordination 
held there in 1989 in which four of us were
made priests for eternity. It was then that
the current custom began of spreading a
tent on the lawns of the Seminary with an
altar and bishop’s throne within. Soon after
that sunny day of blessings I remember
looking over my shoulder from the back of
my parents’ car towards the Seminary for
one last glance. The reality of a change of
life of six years began to set in. I am
leaving the nest. Who knows what God’s
will shall bring; but as always, God’s will
be done! 

Interviewcontinued from page 1

counterpoint,” “melismatic,” and with an
equally large selection of the breathtaking
sacred music, which was created expressly
with the worship of God as its end. They
were also introduced to a number of
composers of polyphony, beginning with, in
Dr. Dubiaga’s words, “that prolific monk,
‘Anonymous,’” who composed for the
schools of St. Martial at Limoges and
Santiago de Campostela at the time of
Charlemagne, continuing with Magister
Leoninus, author of the Magnus Liber,and
Perotin, Guillaume de Machaut, Josquin des
Pres, and finishing up with Giovanni
Pierluigi da Palestrina and Claudio
Monteverdi, who are probably the most
renowned in this class of composers. Thus,
in 90 minutes of equal parts technical
lecture, biography, and samples of
polyphony, Dr. Dubiaga introduced the
seminarians to a vast, but often overlooked,
realm of music.

Dr. Dubiaga is a recent addition to the
Seminary’s parish. He studied at the
University of Colorado, although he spent

time studying in Europe. He earned
his undergraduate degree in music
education, his Master’s in
performance, and finally his
Doctorate in Musicology. He first
taught at Corpus Christi State
University, and then in Winona at
St. Mary’s University. Although he
is especially an expert on the little-
known 18th-Century Veronese
composer Daniel dal Barba, he has
authored books on a variety of
musical subjects.

As Dr. Dubiaga pointed out
when beginning the conference, the
majority of people today are
familiar with, at best, music
composed in the last two or three
centuries, and few seminarians can
claim otherwise for themselves.
However, thanks to his introduction
to this sacred music, the
seminarians have had opened to
them a whole new province of
music, which they are now able to
explore. And Plato’s dictum might
be proved true.

Dr. Dubiaga illustrates the relation between 
voices in polyphony.

History of Polyphony
“

Fr. Stehlin talks to VERBUM writers about his apostolate.


