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A double lecture this spring at the Seminary on the ravages of atheistic materialism in
the East, and the conference last autumn of a seminarian who spent a year and a half “in
the trenches” of the decadent West, reminded seminarians of the pressing need for the
Catholic Pope and bishops to listen to Our Lady of Fatima, who in 1917 appeared to three
little shepherd children in Fatima, Portugal, and warned that Russia would “spread its
errors throughout the world” if it was not consecrated to Her Sorrowful and
Immaculate Heart. 

Since 1917, Communism has gone through many mutations in order to
deceive and engulf the world. By now the Western nations, including
the United States, are all virtually Communist, not in name
but in reality. Russia has spread her errors throughout
the world, just as Our Lady warned.

This spring Dr. David Allen White, familiar to 
VERBUM readers, lectured on the life of Alexander
Solzhenitsyn and his epoch-making novel on the brutal
Communist Russian prison camp system, known by the
acronym GULAG, during and after the Second World War:
One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich.The Communist 
dictator Joseph Stalin attempted to extend this horrible 
tyranny as far West as he could, but at that time he still met

with the firm spiritual resistance of the Catholic Church led by heroes like Pius XII and
Cardinal Mindszenty. 

Unfortunately that spiritual resistance virtually collapsed in the wake of Vatican II. 
The Western nations, Holland in the vanguard, trashed the true Faith and the true religion,
giving themselves over to religious indifference and immorality. Reflecting on Dr. White’s

conference, fourth-year seminarian Brendan Arthur sketched a portrait of the
present catastrophic state of souls in Holland where he labored recently with
the Society of St. Pius X for a year and a half.

In conclusion, the West has, thanks to Vatican II, overtaken the East in
corruption, so that when the Berlin Wall and the Iron Curtain “fell” in 1989,
instead of the West morally raising the East, it pulled it down with it, which
is no doubt why the Wall and the Curtain “fell” – to plunge Russia in turn

from the frying-pan of the gulag into the fire of materialism. 
Let VERBUM place side by side the cruelty of yesterday’s

Russia and the horror of today’s Holland so that readers may see
the urgency of the only solution to atheistic materialism, whether
it is called “capitalist” or “communist.” Dr. White gave
Solzhenitsyn’s experience,in the light of which, Brendan Arthur
repeated for VERBUM his own experience.

When I was first posted to Holland in late 1997 to help out at the
Priory of the Society of St. Pius X near Eindhoven, I was 
enthusiastic to be making a prolonged visit to Europe where I

could catch a glimpse of the remains of Christian civilization. By the time I left in
the early summer of 1999 I could see that souls in today’s corrupt West may be in
more trouble than souls ever were in the Soviet prison camps, however much the
Russians suffered there!

Solzhenitsyn shows how suffering harsh and clear like in the prison camps,
can be a blessing. It can bring out the best in a man and make him understand his

dependence upon Another. It can be a great means of sanctification. On the con-
trary the subtle seductions of Western materialism that I saw pulling down the
souls of our faithful in Holland call for a truly heroic effort if one is to stay

Catholic. I am reminded of the words of Our Lord warning His Apostles not to
fear those who can kill the body but not the soul. Rather they should fear those
who can destroy both body and soul in hell (Mt. X, 28). In Holland I saw all
around me the comfort and prosperity of Western materialism pampering bodies
but continually serving to weaken and corrupt souls.

A casual stroll through the streets of Amsterdam can be quite revealing! The
smell of marijuana hangs heavily in the air, exuding from the “coffee-shops”
which do not trade in tea and scones, but hash and spacecakes; the customers
stumble back outside with a blank stare and hurl obscenities at the passers-by who
ignore them. Gay and lesbian bars are numerous across the city, as are porn

shops and “men’s clubs.” Prostitutes sit in street windows as mere products for
sale. All this in broad daylight! Nor is it only the Dutch who indulge in

these excesses. Many a loud-mouthed British and American youth can
be heard on the weekends shopping for

the things unavailable in their own
countries – and I am not referring to
tulips, clogs and windmills!

Holland is a beautiful land,
physically speaking, with wide

open flatlands, northern sunsets,
tranquil canals, immaculate villages
and even friendly people. But 

spiritually speaking, an
intense liberalism permeates

every facet of society. As I
would talk with new
acquaintances on all kinds
of subjects, I found them to
be neither sympathetic nor
hostile to religion, just dia-
bolically indifferent. Man,

A lexander Isayevich Solzhenitsyn (born 1918) is a child
of Communist Russia. Raised as a good communist, he
fought bravely as an artillery officer in World War II, becoming

popular with officers and men alike. His entire world was transformed
when he was arrested in 1944 and sentenced to eight years in a Soviet
prison camp for minor criticism of Stalin’s Russian grammar and style.

Thrust suddenly into a world whose very existence he had only half-
suspected, Solzhenitsyn quickly realized that the Soviet Union was far
from being a “workers’ paradise.” Life in camp was horrible, even in the
relatively easy camp to which he was first posted as a physicist.
Unbelievable suffering resulted in the camp deaths of 70 to 110 million
people during the Stalin era alone.

But, however difficult life was on the inside, Solzhenitsyn soon realized
that the whole country was really a prison. In many ways, the “free” were
treated worse. He began to think deeply about larger questions: What is
man? Why is there suffering? What is truth? Is there really a soul? Does
God exist after all?

Solzhenitsyn converted to Orthodoxy and became convinced that “one
ounce of truth outweighs the whole world.” He saw that suffering can make
the soul flower as comfort cannot, and he decided that, if he ever got out, he
would do something so that the suffer-
ing of so many would not go 
unremembered. He would help the
confused world outside to profit by
the lessons learned inside!

Solzhenitsyn’s prodigious
memory, coupled with the Soviet
practice of moving prisoners
around frequently to minimize 
the risk of rebellion, gave him
thousands of stories to tell
when he was finally released
into internal exile in1953.
Solzhenitsyn was a born
writer. He set to work immedi-
ately as a provincial math
teacher. Major work has 
followed major work for over
40 years. 

A manageable introduc-
tion to Solzhenitsyn’s works,
One Day in the Life of Ivan
Denisovichwas presented
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According to St. Thomas, the 
enjoyment of the beautiful is 
primarily intellectual, even though

it comes through the medium of the senses.
The Catholic views the beautiful to raise
his mind to the Source of Beauty, contem-
plating God through the reflections of His
Beauty. Fr. Juan Carlos Iscara led about 
15 seminarians on an outing to the
Minneapolis Art Institute on February 4th
in order to foster a greater knowledge of art
for “the purpose of the sacred ministry and
the salvation of souls” (Pius XI
in his Jubilee discourse to 
seminarians, 1929). Those who
made the trip benefited by Fr.
Iscara’s insightful explanations
of the various exhibits, which
included Egyptian and Chinese
art, in addition to European art
from the rise of the Greeks to
the Moderns.

The seminarians thus saw
in pictures the history of civi-
lization. From the heights of
Catholic Europe, when art
appealed to the mind and will of
man, art gradually degenerated
to appeal directly to sensuality.

Then, freed from the representation of
objective reality and expressing only the
subjective states and perceptions of the
artist, European art, stripped all together of
the salutary influence of the Faith, became
the vast desert it is today.

Since art mirrors nature, seminarians,
by means of this excursion, understood
more clearly the emptiness of the world
around them and they have been convinced
even more deeply of the need “to restore
all things in Christ.”

Visitors from the Argentine

The Mirror of Nature

For the week of the Priests’Meeting
(February 7-11) the number of 
deacons at the Seminary suddenly

doubled from two to four with the visit of
two deacons from the Society’s seminary in
La Reja, Argentina. They were accompany-
ing one of their seminary professors, Father
Jesús Mestre, on a tour of the United States
to raise funds for a church being built at the

Society’s Argentinean seminary.
Fr. Mestre, who has two brothers who

are also priests in the Society of St. Pius X,
was born in Barcelona, Spain, and was
ordained at Ecône in 1990. After spending
two years as a professor at the seminary in
La Reja, he went to Mexico for five years
before returning to the seminary. He cur-
rently teaches Latin (years one to three),

Liturgy and Pastoral Theology
for the deacons.

Rev. Mr. Pablo Suarez and
Rev. Mr. Fernando Altamira are
both from Argentina and both
entered the seminary in 1995.
While this was the first visit to
the United States for Rev. Mr.
Altamira, this tour marked the
third time that Rev. Mr. Suarez
has been in this country. He 
studied English for a time at the
University of California at Los
Angeles on his first stay in the
United States, and he also made 
a previous visit to St. Thomas
Aquinas Seminary in 1996.

All three visitors took away
a favorable impression of the
Society’s faithful in the United
States. After visiting several 
priories and missions throughout
the country, Fr. Mestre and the two 
deacons were most struck by the kind hos-
pitality of the parishioners they met, by the
excitement with which they were received
and by the obvious love the faithful have
for the Traditional Mass. They remarked
that the priests of the US district are
“doing good work” and that the faithful are
“100 percent Catholic.”

Rev. Mr. Suarez and Rev. Mr.
Altamira both stated that they felt “right at
home” at St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary
because, despite different cultures, the
same principles guide daily life at the
Argentinean and American seminaries.
They praised the good atmosphere here at
the Seminary and even experienced it first-
hand in true Minnesota style, as the two
deacons accompanied a small group of

seminarians for an afternoon of sledding on
the snowy Seminary property. This was a
recreation they are not likely to experience
again for some time!

When asked if they had any final
observations as they prepared to return to
Argentina, Fr. Mestre and the two deacons
encouraged the faithful to stay on the right
path and resist the errors of Liberalism with
all their strength. They also encouraged all,
priests, religious and faithful alike, to deep-
en their knowledge of Catholic doctrine and
the spirit of the Society of St. Pius X.

And with this sound advice for our-
selves, Fr. Mestre, Rev. Mr. Suarez and
Rev. Mr. Altamira left the United States to
return to Argentina for the start of a new
academic year in order to put into practice
in their own lives what they told us.

to seminarians during the spring confer-
ences.This short novel, published 
miraculously during the “Kruschev thaw” 
in the early 1960’s, depicts a typical man’s
typical day in a typical camp. Solzhenitsyn
had no desire either to sentimentalize or to
exaggerate the conditions inside because his
purpose was merely to open up a closed,
secret world to those living in a society just
as diseased and just as much a prison as the
world inside. In fact, the first dose of the
medicine of truth had to be gentle when the
body politic was critically ill.

Ivan Denisovich himself could be any
man (or Everyman). He is a simple village
carpenter, locked up for 10 years for the
crime of having been captured by the
Germans in World War II. He is basically
decent, just trying to serve his time without
dying, and hoping against hope to be
allowed to return home some day. He is self-
less and hard working; he bears his suffer-
ings like a man.

Of course, if he is typical, there must 
be worse men as well as better men in the
camp. Certainly there are selfish and bestial
men, but these never survive their terms.
Those who look out for themselves and
compromise their humanity at every turn
never make it, but those who, like Ivan
Denisovich, are selfless and share the bur-
dens of others have a chance.

The overwhelming experience all day
long in Ivan’s Siberian camp is the cold.
Treated like animals, they receive only the
bare minimum means of keeping warm.
Yet far from being demoralizing, this cru-
elty makes them work harder in order to
keep warm and stay alive. Many of the
men, Ivan included, do a good job building
the very facilities intended to keep them
confined. They take pride in their work and
help one another.

The men wear several large number
patches on their shabby uniforms. No one
has a name because animals do not need
names. The prisoners, however, often call
each other by their polite names: “Ivan
Denisovich, Caesar Markovich.”

The prisoners receive only enough food
to keep alive and working, and normally the
food itself is scarcely fit for animals.

Nevertheless, and despite the thor-
ough-going system of bribery neces-
sary even to receive a food parcel
from home, some men share freely
with their friends and neighbors.

The guards often show barbaric
cruelty to the prisoners, but deep
down the prisoners know that the
guards are really Stalin’s prisoners
as well. Ivan avoids the guards
whenever possible, and though he
hates their excesses, he has a certain
sympathy for them: “It’s not much
fun for them either.”

No one has ever been released
from Ivan’s camp, and many men
will probably die before release
from their 25-year terms. Even for
Ivan, with eight years down and two
to go, there is little possibility of
going home because of internal
exile. Still, they hope, but they do
not count the days. One day is just

like another, and they have to get through
each one somehow.

No one can escape from the camp in
the Siberian winter, and in the summer any-
one foolish enough to try would starve
before he got far. Still, the men escape in
spirit every day because barbed wire cannot
confine the soul. They think and dream;
they write poetry on the side; they read
hand-copied Gospels and newspapers sent
by mail from home. They have discussions
about big topics – religion, art, politics –
with more freedom than those on the out-
side. They even pray.

All in all, Solzhenitsyn’s message is
clear: the soul can flourish under horrible
physical conditions better than in overly
comfortable, secure surroundings.
Solzhenitsyn himself said after his release,
“Thank you, sweet prison, for having been
in my life.” Ivan’s “well-washed Baptist”
bunk-mate Alyoshka is glad to be in
prison: “You can think about your soul
here,” he says.

The publication of One Day in the Life
of Ivan Denisovichcaused an international
sensation; Solzhenitsyn became famous
overnight, but Kruschev’s subsequent fall
from power shattered everything.
Solzhenitsyn quickly became a non-person,
and the Soviets wanted to eliminate him
permanently. Fortunately, his fame made
him inconvenient to kill. In 1974, he was
exiled abroad and came eventually to
Vermont, where he lived secluded for
almost 20 years.

He returned in 1994 to find a country
indescribably worse off after the “fall of
Communism,” which flooded Russia with
“the raw sewage of Western culture” :
pornography, rock music, pulp fiction and
organized crime. Bodies were more free
than before, but, as in the West, souls were
in shackles. Solzhenitsyn’s recent appeals
fall on deaf ears. Hestill lives in Moscow,
writing for hours daily to tell an unlistening
world – East and West – of yesterday’s
physical horrors and to warn men of
today’s far more insidious spiritual perils.

Dr. White on Solzhenitsyn (cont.)

Rev. Fr. Jesús Mestre (center) attended 
the Priests’Meeting, accompanied by 
Rev. Mr. Fernando Altamira (left) and 

Rev. Mr. Pablo Suarez (right).

Dr. White discusses the relative perils of East
and West with Brendan Arthur in front of the

Seminary chapel.

Fr. Iscara explains the principles of art. 
He is himself an unsung but talented artist.



Hounds of Heaven

they think, is no more than a chemical 
bundle of atoms, so what is wrong with
abortion, euthanasia, sodomy, bestiality?
Tomorrow we die and return to nothing-
ness. Anything goes! Bodies had to be kept
inside the Russian gulag against their will
by prison-guards and barbed wire, but I
saw that souls were much more efficiently
trapped inside the Dutch gulag by modern
conveniences, the soft life and of course
the drive-through McDonald’s. Millions
and millions trapped by their own consent!
And a few may yearn to escape the mad-
ness, but how can they? The spiritual gulag
is now intercontinental!

In Holland I worked with two devoted
Society priests, one Belgian and one
German, who tend a tiny remnant of some
200 souls scattered across the country. After
17 years’labor, the material success has not
been great. Souls turning to the Society
need all the help available from the priests,
and then some! If souls do not pray the
Rosary every day, their perseverance is
doubtful. I frequently saw new faces at
Mass for two or three Sundays, but only
two or three out of a hundred would stay.
Even of the old faces who had been in
earnest for the salvation of their souls only
a few years previously, I saw several slowly
weaken and finally abandon the fight. Little
by little they had let themselves be drawn
back into the sewer of sin where they were
swept away.

Yet the signs of a real spiritual defi-
ciency and breakdown are not lacking in
Holland. It has the highest teenage suicide

rate in the world. Horrific psychological
and moral disorders are more and more 
frequent. The youth are screaming out for
something that no amount of pleasure can
give, but of course they have no idea what
that is. They get no direction from the
Catholic bishops and priests who are them-
selves frequently revealed by the media to
be promoting heresies and moral disorders.
A recent official survey showed that less
than 20 percent of them believed in all the
truths of the Faith, and when one relatively
good bishop (Gijson of Roermond) took
action to reform his clergy and promote
conservatism, he finished up in Iceland! In

Holland famous for
its “broad-minded-
ness,” God, Jesus
Christ and His
Church have no
place except as
scapegoats for every
social evil!

Nevertheless
the Society priests
are persevering in
Holland. By their
action they are sav-
ing a few souls they
know from sin, and
by their mere exis-
tence and presence
they are saving
many more they do
not know from

despair. And of course their true Masses
draw down the grace of God and protect
Holland from His much greater wrath.

I can see why Solzhenitsyn blessed the
gulag for having been in his life, and for
having turned his thoughts to a realm above
the material world. Unlike in the East at
that time, any such blessing seems to have
been withheld from Holland, and from the
entire West. May God have mercy upon us,
and may His Blessed Mother obtain from
Him soon the consecration of Russia to Her
Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart!

Mr. Arthur (extreme right) is pictured here with members of the Dutch Young Catholic
Initiative. In the background is the boat which serves as the Society’s chapel in The Hague.

The Corpus Christi Procession: a rare instance of public
Catholicism in the Netherlands

Mommy, what’s a friar? 
Is he someone who makes
French Fries?”

“No, darling, he’s a sort of monk that
lives entirely on alms.”

“Mommy, does that mean he 
has no legs?”

“No, darling, alms are things like food
and money that people give to help the
poor. A friar has promised God to live a
life of poverty. He goes around and tells
people about Jesus and His Church and in
order to eat he has to beg for food.”

Two such men visited St. Thomas

Aquinas Seminary, where they actually ate
well, during the second week of February.
Fathers Thomas and Albert, from the tradi-
tional Dominican friary of La Haye-Aux-
Bonshommes in Avrillé, France, journeyed
to the United States to attend the District
Priests’Meeting.

The Dominicans of Avrillé (for back-
ground see VERBUM#54) continue the
apostolate of the Order of Preachers as
envisioned by St. Dominic: to study and
preach. St. Thomas Aquinas states that, “to
contemplate and to share the fruits of one’s
contemplation,” is the life’s work of a
Dominican friar.

Within the Dominican Order, studies
are cultivated for the salvation of souls. 
The Constitutions state: “Our studies must
principally tend, and that with an ardent
zeal, towards assisting the souls of our
neighbors.” Since the primary apostolate of
the Order is preaching, scholarship is 
indispensable. Through his preaching the
Dominican friar must not merely deliver the
Word of God to the faithful but he must
also stir them to a more fervent practice of
the Faith. He must be able to combat the

innumerable errors
of the modern age
and proclaim the
truth of Christ and
His Holy Church,
both by preaching
and written
polemics. 

As Prefect of
Studies in Avrillé, it
is Fr. Albert’s task
to ensure that all of
the friars are
imbued with this spirit of scholarship. 
In addition to the normal theological 
studies necessary for effective preaching,
the friars are assiduously studying the 
problems affecting the Church since the
Second Vatican Council, in particular the
new exegesis and the erroneous concept of
religious liberty. 

Whether preaching in town squares or
defending the Faith in universities, the ideal
of the Order of Preachers has always been
the acquisition and diffusion of universal
truth. The friars of Avrillé fulfill this ideal
through the preaching of missions, retreats

for youth and pilgrimages. They also con-
tinue the tradition of the Order by preaching
the Rosary in public squares. During their
visit to the United States, Fathers Thomas
and Albert preached three three-day 
missions on the Holy Rosary at churches of
the Society. Fr. Albert also gave a two-part
conference on the religious life to the
priests gathered in Winona for the Priests’
Meeting. In addition to their preaching 
missions and retreats, the Dominicans pub-
lish a scholarly journal, Le Sel de la Terre
(The Salt of the Earth), administer the
Rosary Confraternity and direct a Third
Order for the laity. The Rosary is especially
dear to the Dominicans, and it forms an
integral part of their apostolate. 

Our Lady appeared to St. Dominic and
gave to him the devotion that we now know
as the Rosary, and she commissioned him
to preach and teach it to all. The Mother of
God promised that through its use heresy
would be conquered, and love for our 
Lord Jesus Christ would flourish. First
established in 1221 and picked up again by
the Avrillé friars in 1999, the Rosary
Confraternity is very rich in spiritual favors
and has many privileges that have been
granted to it by Popes down the centuries. 

With both a contemplative spirit and an
active apostolate, the Dominicans of Avrillé
are continuing an important part of Catholic
Tradition otherwise crippled by the imple-
mentation of the Second Vatican Council.
The old-fashioned religious life, as Fr.
Albert said, is crucial to the second Mark 
of the Church, Holiness, especially in the
present crisis. 

When asked what place the Dominican
Order holds in Tradition, Fr. Albert
responded, “The Order was founded to fight
heresy. I’d say that this is a great time to be
a Dominican.” The zeal of the early
Dominicans in the fight against error was
reflected in the somewhat pejorative Latin
pun on their name: “Domini Canes” 
(Dogs of the Lord). With gross immorality
pervading society and egregious abuses 
and errors found even among men of the
Church, it truly is “a great time to be a
Dominican” for these black and white
hounds of heaven.

Fr. Albert explains the religious life to the
assembled Society priests in Winona.

Fr. Thomas (left) and Fr. Albert (right) enjoy the brisk Winona
air with SSPX District Superior Fr. Peter Scott.

“

A reporter and camera crew from ABC News Nightline spent an entire morning
interviewing H.E. Bishop Fellay at the Priests’Meeting this February. Nothing

seems yet to have been shown on television from what they recorded. Although they
granted an interview to a VERBUM reporter, they refused to answer any important

questions. No doubt they do not trust the media!

Brendan Arthur on Holland (cont.)



At this point there is sung the Passion
of Our Lord. His coming is God’s greatest
mercy to mankind. He is the true Paschal
Lamb. Three deacons (or priests serving as
deacons) sing the text from the Gospel
according to St. John. One takes the part of
the Narrator, another that of Our Saviour,
and the third that of the Synagogue (under-
stood in the broad sense of all those who
are Christ’s antagonists).
The part of Our Lord is
sung an octave lower than
the Narrator, and that of
the Synagogue an octave
higher. This gives a 
dramatic emphasis to the
truths being uttered. For
when Truth Himself
speaks, the tone is serene,
calm, and reasoning.
When His enemies moti-
vated by hate speak, the
tone is high-pitched, 
suggestive of hysteria 
and irrationality.

By Mosaic Law, the father of each
household would recount to his family at
each Passover the history of the Hebrews’
flight from Egypt. The reading of the
Passion likewise recalls an historical event
for consideration, but it does more. By its
divine inspiration, the Gospel carries in
itself the power to heal and guide souls
since God Himself has given to these

words the power to effectively express the
Word made Flesh, who is the one true
Healer and Guide. So it is that the
Catholic must not merely listen, but he
must act on what he hears. 

At this moment on Good Friday when
the Immaculate Lamb is sacrificed, there
is no prayer that will go unanswered. Thus
the Mystical Body now presents to God
her prayers for all men, which are called
the “Solemn Orations”: for the Church,
for the Pope, for the clergy and the faith-
ful, for those in public affairs, for catechu-
mens, for the needs of the faithful, for
Church unity, for the conversion of the
Jews and for the conversion of the pagans.

Solemn Liturgy of Good Friday
Venite, adoremus,“Come let us

adore” – these words, sung vigor-
ously and happily enough during

the Christmas season, assume a darker
meaning in the starkness of the Good
Friday Liturgy. The calm confidence, and
even boldness, that the soul felt when it
approached the Infant Jesus in the manger,
dissolves when faced with the reality of
the Cross. Here, there is no longer the 
tender embrace of the Virgin. Here, there 
is no longer the protective eye of St.
Joseph. In their place are the insults and
hatred of an angry mob. 

Knowing this is the price of our
Redemption, knowing men could never
have paid this price for themselves, and
knowing that the Divine Son did so solely
from His merciful desire that the sinner
should be converted and live, the celebrant
and sacred ministers begin the ceremony
by casting themselves prostrate before the
altar. In their minds is the Tract of Ash
Wednesday (which has been repeated 
nearly every Monday, Wednesday and
Friday of Lent): “O Lord, remember not
our former iniquities, let Thy mercies
speedily prevent us: for we are become
exceeding poor. Help us, O God, our
Saviour, and for the glory of Thy Name, O
Lord, deliver us, and forgive us our sins
for Thy Name’s sake.” It is the founding
reality of Christianity: we are but poor sin-
ners in desperate need of the divine mercy.

Following this prostration are two
readings. The first, from the Prophecy of
Osee, magnifies the mercy of God, though
how different this mercy is from the slushy
meaning men usually attribute to the term!
“He (God) will strike, and He will cure
us.” God does not forgive by saying that
the sin was not all that bad, that He is
willing simply to ignore it. He forgives by
“striking,” that is, by purging the soul in
order to cure it of the sin; and this can be
painful. Consider the doctor who must
strike with the scalpel in order to heal the
patient. In some places there is no anes-
thetic. The second reading describes the
ceremonies surrounding the sacrifice of the
Paschal Lamb, which was the chief figure
of Our Lord in the Old Law. 

Acting as bridge between these two
readings is a Collect asking mercy of the
God “from whom Judas received the pun-
ishment of his guilt and the Thief the
reward of his confession.” God is ready to
grant His mercy, but not all dispose them-
selves to receive it. In fact it is often the one
who owes the most to God that rejects Him:
for example, Judas, chosen from all men to
be one of Christ’s Twelve, or the Jewish
nation, which had the whole Mosaic Law
directing them to accept Christ. These are
cast out and replaced by a thief. Why?
Because the Thief overcomes two types of
temptations to hate his executioners, he thus
unites himself
humbly and
patiently to Our
Lord’s agony and
humiliation on
the Cross. He
overcomes both
the temptation of
the courageous
pagan (to hate his
enemies because
they are enemies)
and that of the
over-zealous
Catholic (to hate
them because
they are enemies
of Christ).

In each of these prayers, there is sung
Flectamus genua(“Let us bend the knee”)
and all present kneel momentarily in ado-
ration; that is, in each prayer but one –
there is no genuflection made during the
prayer for the conversion of the Jews. The
reason is that, of old, the Jews mocked
Our Lord for claiming the title of King
and taunted Him with it. When the Church
asks for mercy upon them, She does not
repeat the action that formerly was instru-
mental in calling down upon them the
divine wrath.

The adoration of the Cross follows
the Solemn Orations. The cross, until now
hidden under a violet veil, is uncovered in
three stages. These stages symbolize the
profundity of the mystery of the cross,
which can only be revealed and under-
stood in stages, that is, over time. At each
uncovering, the priest chants, “Behold the
wood of the cross, on which hung the
Saviour of the world.” All present, so
recently reminded of their own urgent
need for the divine mercy, of the fact that
chosen souls have abandoned God and are
now lost forever, of the whole history of
the Passion, of the prayers that must be
offered for all men, now see the chief
symbol of their Faith – the symbol that is
“a stumbling-block to the Jews and fool-
ishness to the Gentiles” (I Cor. I, 23). So
all present, knowing now the full worth of
what they say, kneel and respond at each
successive unveiling of the cross: Venite,
adoremus,“Come let us adore.”

During the adoration of the Cross, the
choir chants the Improperia.These are the
“Reproaches” of God to His people,
reminding them of all that He has done
for them throughout history, and for
which He has received little but ingrati-
tude in return. “O My people, what have I
done to thee? Or wherein have I afflicted
thee? Answer Me.”

What has been termed the 
Mass of the Presanctified now takes
place. This is not, properly speaking, a
Mass since there is no consecration. The
Sacrifice of Calvary and that of the Mass
are one and the same. Nevertheless, the
victory on Golgotha is hidden in the grief
of the sacrifice itself. Therefore, on this
day of grief, the Church does not renew
the unbloody Sacrifice of the Mass, 
which retains the victorious qualities of
Calvary but none of the sorrowful ones.
Instead, the Blessed Sacrament, con-
secrated on Holy Thursday, is brought in
procession from the Altar of Repose, and
the communion service begins from the
Pater Noster.

The parallel between the crucifixion 
of Our Lord two thousand years ago and
that of His Church today can be made all
too easily. Just as Our Lord was betrayed
by one of His own Apostles, becoming an
object of contempt in His Passion, and
leaving His few faithful friends frustrated
and discouraged; so too the Church has
been betrayed by Her own leaders, becom-
ing an object of contempt in this present
crisis, and leaving those Catholics faithful
to Her frustrated and discouraged. Yet just
as God made the most ignominious of
human failures to be the most glorious of
victories, so too the present chaos in the
Church is destined, against the will of 
sinners, to be for the greater glory of God.
And during the darker and darkest trials yet
to come, one may always find consolation
by turning one’s eyes to the cross at
Golgotha “where one more than
Melchisedech is dead and never dies.”
Venite, adoremus.

The Celebrant and two Deacons sing the Passion. Fr. Mérel (left) sings the part of Christ, 
Fr. Gaudray (center) that of Narrator, and Fr. Göttler (right) that of the Synagogue.

The Celebrant, Deacon and Subdeacon prostrate themselves before the stripped altar
at the beginning of the Good Friday Liturgy.

The Solemn Orations, 
third part of the Solemn Good Friday Liturgy

During the Adoration of the Cross, the clergy approach 
one by one to kiss the crucifix at the altar, while the 

people adore the Cross at the communion rail.


