
The joyful culmination of the
Seminary’s 2000-2001 academic year was
the annual ceremony of Ordination to the
Diaconate and to the Priesthood on
Saturday June 23rd. This year’s
extremely large gathering of
clergy and faithful wit-
nessed the ordination of
five new deacons and
seven new priests –
the largest group
ordained in Winona
for several years.
These priests and
future priests repre-
sent both a vindica-
tion of the Society’s
work for Tradition
and badly-needed
reinforcements for
this work. Let
VERBUM give
readers who were
only able to be
present in spirit a
glimpse of the day’s
magnificent liturgy
and an introduction
to the seven men
newly sent to toil
in the Lord’s vine-
yard.

Several days of fine, glorious weather
(thanks to Padre Pio!) created a per-
fect atmosphere for the 2001

Ordinations. The turnout was impressive –
between 1,650 and 1,700 faithful Catholics
flocked to Winona to profess their Faith and
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to thank God for the great gift of seven new
priests in a world in such dire need of them.

It was a glimpse of a new Christendom
on the rise. Forty-three priests, including
two Benedictines, assisted, and numerous
brothers and sisters helped swell the ranks.

Many large fami-
lies came and
braved the soccer
field in tents and
campers.
Numerous scouts
attended all the
liturgical functions
in uniform, and
their disciplined

array was striking to all. All the
services in the Seminary Chapel
were “standing room only,” and
the majority of the faithful truly
assisted at all the offices,
singing and praying ardently
with the clergy.

On a sheer material level,
the weekend was a success
thanks to the hard work of peo-
ple too numerous even to men-
tion. Lunches were served on
Saturday to 1,100 people outdoors, 200
indoors. The sacristans kept busy filling and
re-filling ciboria for thousands of
Communions – 1,500 at the Ordination

Record Crowd for Ordinations
Catholics Stream to Winona to Rejoice with Seven New Priests

Record Crowd for Ordinations

Marine scouts (above) from Quebec,
under the leadership of Fr. de

l’Estourbeillon, were impressive for
their discipline and unique uni-
forms. They pose here with Fr.

Violette, District Superior of Canada.

People everywhere! A sea of
Traditional Catholic faithful rejoice

in their newly-ordained pastors.

Following a week of rain,
God sends His promise of good

weather to accompany the
shower of graces.

A last moment of repose before giving innumerable first blessings to the hundreds of waiting guests;
(Bottom row, l to r) Reverend Fathers Adam Purdy, Adam Portugal, Ronald Gagnon, Patrick Girouard,

Steven McDonald, Dennis McDonald and Emanuel Herkel

Mass alone. The larger-than-normal tent
rented for the occasion proved too small,
and many faithful stood outside for lack of
space or chairs inside the tent. The ordina-
tion ceremony booklets sold out within min-
utes, and eager children, seeking a better
view, pressed into the back of the tent all
through the ceremony. Their numbers and
enthusiasm represent a great hope for the
future of the work for Tradition.

The seminarians bade farewell to the
remaining guests on Monday, June 25th,
with joyful hearts and tired backs. They
were both encouraged by this great public
demonstration of fidelity to the principles
for which they hope to give their own lives
one day as priests and strengthened for the
daily battles in which, little by little, the bat-
tle for Christ is won.

Consecrated hands – to bless, to
absolve, to hold the Body of Christ



Father Steven McDonald walked
off the campus of the University
of Arkansas-Little Rock in 1993

with a Bachelor’s degree in Business
Management. He hardly imagined then

that in 2001, after
six years of
entirely different
studies, he would
be ordained a
priest. He and his
family had recent-
ly begun attend-
ing the Traditional
Mass. Father
found that this
exposure to
Catholic Tradition

gave him a strong desire to study the
Faith and determine God’s will for him.
The victory of grace was complete when
Father successively went on an Ignatian
retreat, spent a few months working at
the Retreat House in Ridgefield, CT, and
got a bitter taste of the world in a job in
marketing research. He entered the
Seminary with his younger brother
Dennis in the fall of 1995.

Father admits quite candidly that he
expected at any time to be told his voca-
tion was elsewhere. He came to seek
God’s will, not to dictate it. Today, God
has blessed this generous abandonment
with the grace of the priesthood. Father
refers to having his brother, one year his
junior, with him as a “big help” and

“tremendous blessing.” He also gives
much credit to the solid Catholic
upbringing received from his parents.
Above all, Fr. McDonald believes he
owes his vocation to the Blessed Virgin
Mary and to Her maternal protection both
while he was in the world and at the
Seminary. He counts as one of the great
graces of his seminary days his consecra-
tion to Mary according to the method of
St. Louis de Montfort.

The Seminary
will miss Father’s
hard work as Head
Librarian and
VERBUM’s editor-
in-chief, but all are
glad to be seeing
his talents go out to
do battle for the
Reign of Christ. He
will concentrate on
doing God’s Will
“whenever and
however He mani-
fests it,” knowing
that one does all
things well when
one is “united with
Our Lord on the
Cross.” We pray
for God to bless
Father abundantly
in his new priestly
ministry.

Father Ronald Gagnon was born
and raised in a sleepy little
Vermont town, a short distance

from Montpelier, the capital city. In
1984 he entered the Seminary, then

located in Ridgefield, CT, but left after
two years. He then worked in the world,
first as a farm laborer, soon afterwards
as a passenger-train builder. Several
years later, Fr. Gagnon acquiesced to the
advice of a Society priest and former
classmate at Ridgefield, Fr. Craig Bufe,
who, being convinced that he had a
vocation, encouraged him to re-enter the
Seminary. The following year, 1995, Fr.
Gagnon entered St. Thomas Aquinas

Seminary, now in Winona, to recom-
mence his second year of studies.

Over the past few years, his health
has suffered some setbacks, but he has
weathered them with perseverance and

patience. To many of the semi-
narians he was a source of
encouragement, with his obvi-
ous resignation to God’s will
in bearing his cross day in and
day out. Truly he goes forth
now to preach “Christ cruci-
fied” as St. Paul did almost
2000 years ago.
Fr. Gagnon is well-known and
remembered at the Seminary
for his seemingly endless array
of manual skills. Due to his
diverse secular experience, he
was proverbial among semi-
narians as the one to go to with
practical dilemmas, his
answers being typically pru-
dent and reasonable. His tal-

ents and craftsmanship were constantly
called into use by the needs of various
Seminary departments. Father seemed
equally at home tailoring a cassock,
crafting a cabinet in the woodshop, or
rebuilding a pipe organ or a car engine.
After completing his studies at Winona,
he has spent the last year teaching and
helping out at the Blessed Virgin Mary
Mother of God priory in Syracuse, NY.

“You shall go to all that I shall s
fo

You have not chosen me, I have
chosen you.” This is what
Father Adam Purdy tells those

who ask him why he became a priest.
“It was not my choice, I merely had to
find out what was chosen for me.” It
was in his youth – he was raised in

Tradition –
that he first
thought of the
priesthood. In
high school he
began to take
these thoughts
more serious-
ly. Fr. Purdy
realized that if
he indeed was
called by God
to be a priest,
he needed to

employ those means which would foster
that calling. He saw the public school
he attended as a serious threat to his
Faith as well as to a possible vocation.

As a result, he obtained from his
parents permission to transfer to St.
Mary’s Academy in Kansas, where he
finished high school. Fr. Purdy then
entered St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary.
He remarks that it was St. Mary’s that
rescued his vocation. “If I had not gone
to St. Mary’s, then I would never have
entered the Seminary. Public education
today is an enemy of the Faith, and
especially of a priestly vocation,” com-

ments Fr. Purdy. “We need to get our
children away from the public school
system. It is with a truly Catholic envi-
ronment of a Catholic school that our
boys will be disposed better to hear the
calling of God.”

When asked who was most influ-
ential in fostering his vocation, Fr.
Purdy says “Our Lady, I am sure, is the
most responsible. She has saved me
many times.” Other than the Blessed
Virgin, he mentioned his spiritual
fathers and his parents, especially his
mother. Considering his priestly ordina-
tion, he looks forward to working for
souls, and he marvels how “God can
use such weak instruments” for His
greater glory.

“You shall go to all that I shall s
foRev. Fr. Ronald Gagnon

After growing up in El Paso, TX,
Father Adam Portugal moved to
Europe with his family, where

the foundation for his vocation was laid.
Father was there exposed to some of the
old practices of the
Church, and
although he did not
understand them,
they awoke in him
the desire to enter
more deeply into
“the way things
used to be before
the Council.” Fr.
Portugal said, “It
was like a man who
had been living his
entire life under a
cloud, and sees for
the first time
glimpses of the sun
peeking through. He
wants to know more
about this sun that
he heard about.”

When he was 17, Father
returned to El Paso and almost lost
his vocation and the Faith, due to
the bad religious education he
received at his Novus Ordo high
school. Clinging fast to the Rosary,
he desperately looked for answers to
the crisis in his faith. Eventually, it
came to pass that he met the priests
in the SSPX priory in El Paso.
Despite his fear of the “rebels,” he

received answers for the problems in the
Church. He sensed that these priests were
doctrinally sound, and that their only
“crime” was that they wanted to be
Catholic. Still, he did not go to Mass

there until the bitter
fruits of ecumenism
opened his eyes. After
his suggestion at
school that his religion
class go to the
Society’s house was
shot down for being
“scandalous,” they
went to an
Episcopalian church,
whose minister told
them, “At last, you’ve
become like us since
Vatican II.” It then
became clear to Father
that the Church was in

Immediately after they are
annointed, Fr. Purdy’s hands are

bound with a manaturgia.

Fr. Gagnon (and the other new priests) wash
the oil from their consecrated hands before
concelebrating the Mass with the Bishop.

Rev. Fr. Adam Purdy

Rev. Fr. Steven McDonald

The gift of life is returne
as Frs. Dennis and Steven

first priestly blessing

“
Rev. Fr. Adam Portugal



Father Dennis McDonald says that
the call to the priesthood is not
normally the product of an inner

voice, vision or some other extraordinary
manifestation of God’s will. Self-aban-

donment to the service of
God and perseverance in
grace are the seeds from
which most vocations, his
own included, are cultivated. 

A “cradle-Catholic”
in the Novus Ordo, Fr.
McDonald remained faithful
to what was left of
Catholicism in his home-
town of North Little Rock,
Arkansas. However, during
his junior year at the
University of Arkansas-
Little Rock, he and his fami-
ly found the Society and the
Traditional Faith.
Graduating with a degree in
general business in 1994, he
made an Ignatian retreat
with his father and two of
his brothers. While on
retreat, Father and his broth-
er Steven were told that they
might be called to the priest-
hood. To prepare better for
the Seminary, Father opted
to spend some time in
Society houses, working for

five months at the Retreat House in
Ridgefield, CT, and then another two
months in St. Louis, before enrolling
with his brother Steven in the fall of
1995.

Father advises young seminarians
not to be overwhelmed with the prospect
of being ordained a priest for eternity but
rather to “go
day by day,
study well and
study Latin
early so that
you are free to
concentrate on
the tougher
courses like
theology and
canon law.” Fr.
McDonald’s
four years as
the Seminary’s
Head Sacristan
have been a
great aid in his priestly formation, as
it required him to shoulder many respon-
sibilities, to deal with a wide range of
personalities and ever to keep one eye
on coming events. These duties
impressed upon him the importance
of hard work and respect for the House
of God that is needed to save souls
and continue the Society’s work in
the apostolate.

I t was the negotiations preceding the
Consecrations of 1988 that first
introduced the work of the Society to

Father Emanuel Herkel. The Herkel fam-
ily had for some time
been migrating from
one Novus Ordo parish
to another in search of
something relatively
conservative. When the
May Protocol from
Rome and the
Consecrations a month
later put the Society
into the news, Mr.
Michael Herkel decided
it was what he had been
looking for, and he
brought his family into
Tradition. The zeal of
the Society’s “missionary” priests to
western Canada (British Columbia,
where Fr. Herkel then lived, was being
serviced from Winnipeg, Manitoba, half
way across the country) and the example
and teaching he received at St. Mary’s
Academy in Kansas were two of the
principal factors to which Fr. Herkel
attributes his vocation. No less important
was the example set by his own parents
in their persevering search for the truth.

While at the Seminary, Fr. Herkel’s
time was, apart from studies, divided
between the Sacristy and Schola. Father
was very content in his role as a sac-
ristan since he is naturally attentive to
detail, and giving this attention to the
glory of God’s House greatly appealed to
him. When asked which of his studies he

found most important, Father responded
that the courses that stand out most were
those in philosophy, which gave a defi-
nite structure to his reasoning on the nat-

ural level, on which
Thomistic theology could
later build. Another lesson
the Seminary taught,
though not specifically
during classes, was the
value of community life.
Father stresses the impor-
tance of true fraternal
charity and still remem-
bers those who were dea-
cons the year he arrived,
due precisely to their prac-
tice of this fraternal virtue.  

After completing six
years of Seminary forma-

tion, Father Herkel spent a year in
England teaching Religion and Latin at
the school in Burghclere, Berkshire. This
was Father’s first formal experience of
teaching and he says it was an invaluable
help in formulating ideas clearly in order
to convey them coherently and forcefully
to others. Ordained a deacon in the sum-
mer of 2000, Father’s last year, in
Toronto, has given him the opportunity
for further preparation for the duties of
the priesthood, such as preaching
Ignatian retreats and carrying the
Blessed Sacrament to the sick. Father
says that his years of preparation have
only increased his devotion to the
Society as he sees it carry out its mission
to preserve the priesthood in the various
apostolates of the world.

Rev. Fr. Emanuel Herkel

send you,
for I am with you to deliver you.”
end you,

for I am with you to deliver you.”
(Jer. I,7-8)

Rev. Fr. Dennis McDonald

crisis, and the restoration was in the
Tradition her leaders had abandoned.

After graduating, Fr. Portugal spent
two years at St. Mary’s College in St.
Mary’s KS, and nine months in Our Lady
of Guadalupe Monastery in Silver City,
NM, before entering the Seminary at
Winona in September 1995. The priest, he
says, has to strive to live the Sacrifice he
offers up daily “willingly and joyfully.” He
is also aware of the challenge priests face
who are in active orders, to “be a contem-
plative in spirit.” The priestly ideal can be
found in the motto of Cardinal Merry del
Val: “Lord, give me souls; keep the rest.”
In the Society, one cannot hope for riches
or prestige, so all that is left for Fr.
Portugal is the salvation of souls. 

The only native French speaker of
this year’s new priests, Fr. Patrick
Girouard was born in 1963, in

Québec
City, on
the Feast
of St.
Patrick.
Father has
been
devoted to
the great
Apostle of
Ireland
ever since, and this seeming incongruity –
an adamantly French French-Canadian’s
devotion to an Irish Saint – is typical of
Fr. Girouard’s humorous dispositions and
his cheerful acceptance of the designs of
Providence.

Father is the eldest of five children,
and he was educated at the Petit Seminaire
de Québec, established in 1668 by Bl.
Msgr. Laval, the first Bishop in North
America. He also studied geography at
Laval University before going to test a
vocation to the Traditional Capuchins in
Morgon (France) in 1981. He studied for
awhile at Ecône after determining that the
Capuchin vocation was not his, and he

finally went back to a secular career.
However, Providence had other plans, and
in 1997 Father entered the Seminary in
Winona to pick up again his formation for
the priesthood in the Society of St. Pius X.

The highlights of Fr. Girouard’s
unusual formation
included the grace of
being trained by two
great founders: Fr.
Eugène, O.F.M. Cap.,
and Archbishop
Lefebvre. Father is
truly grateful to have
seen concretely the
ability of Tradition to
form such simple, holy
and courageous men
whose very lives were
the proof of what they
taught and fought for.
Father hopes that the
varied experiences of
his formation and of
the highly diverse peo-
ple with whom he has
come into contact on
his long road to the
priesthood will help him
in his new assignment

in the Canadian District. There, by his
own life, he must manifest to people of
different languages and backgrounds the
Truth of Jesus Christ, Who has reconciled
in Himself Jew and Greek, French and
Anglo-Saxon.

Fr. Portugal and Fr. Girouard congratulate one
another for the gift they both have received.

Each of the priests was surrounded by large
numbers of faithful, eager to receive the new

priests’first blessing.

Rev. Fr. Patrick Girouard

ed with a gift of grace
n McDonald give their
g to their parents.



Ordination to
the Diaconate

In the Roman Pontifical, the book which
contains the rites of Episcopal functions,
the entire first volume is given over to

the making of soldiers of Christ – the bless-
ings, ordinations, and consecrations by
which Holy Mother Church calls and per-
fects the ministers of the New Law. From
the rite for the making of a cleric in the
beginning of the Pontifical, through to the
priestly rite of
ordination, this
book portrays the
excellence of the
Minor Orders and
the sacredness
and grandeur of
their goal, the
Priesthood. 

On ordina-
tion day, the
Pontifical is
opened before the
Bishop, and those
who are to be
raised to the
Major Orders are
officially invited
by the Church to
become Her min-
isters, “To bless,
consecrate, and
sanctify in the
name of Our Lord
Jesus Christ” (Pontifical). Let us reflect here
upon that Major Order which immediately
precedes and is a prepa-
ration for the Priesthood,
the Diaconate.

“It is the duty of the
deacon to minister at the
altar,” admonishes the
Bishop. “Consider care-
fully the dignity in the
Church to which you are
ascending” (Pontifical).
How excellent is this
order, in which the recip-
ient receives a sacred and
indelible character that
gives him a very real
participation in the
Priesthood of Christ! St.
Thomas explains that
Jesus alone reconciled
man with God the Father.
However, God has willed
that there should be sec-
ondary mediators who
cooperate with Christ by
preparing men’s souls in

a ministerial and dispositive manner
(Summa TheologicaIII, q26, a1). “As the
Father hath sent Me, I also send you” (Jn
XX, 21). The priest disposes men’s souls
chiefly through the Mass, and it is the right
of the deacon to assist at the Holy Sacrifice
and to perform those actions which flow
from, and are ordered to, the Mass – distrib-
uting Communion, baptizing and preaching.

At Mass, the deacon ascends the altar
with the priest and in this sublime act of

Divine Worship,
his part is second
only to that of
the celebrant. He
handles the
sacred vessels,
holds the chalice
with the priest,
and recites with
him the Offertory
prayer. More
than this, he
exposes the
Blessed
Sacrament at
Benediction and
distributes the
Bread of Angels
at Communion.

Flowing from
his Eucharistic
orientation, the
deacon may act
as the official
minister of Christ
in the sacrament

of Baptism, incorporating souls into the
Mystical Body of Jesus Christ. By Baptism,
the soul becomes a child of God and a liv-
ing temple of God. “God by grace resides in
the just soul as in a temple, in a most inti-
mate and a most unique way” (Leo XIII).
The deacon is God’s instrument to unlock to
the soul the treasures of eternal life, wash-
ing it with a “laver of regeneration” and
pouring into it the life of sanctifying grace.

In order to preserve in souls this life of
grace, the deacon also has the duty to
preach, solicitously warning, admonishing
and preparing souls for the glorious vision
of God hereafter. “Receive the power to
preach the Gospel in the Church of God”,
says the Bishop, reading from the
Pontifical. With the power of proclaiming
Christ’s Gospel comes the obligation of the
deacon to imitate the virtues contained
therein. Lest he “pull down with one hand
what he builds up with the other” (Pius XI),
the deacon should strive for holiness, mod-
eling himself on the example of the first

deacon, St. Stephen,
“A man full of faith
and the Holy Ghost,
who worked great
wonders and signs
among the people”
(Acts VI, 5). By his
holy words and
actions, the deacon is
a witness for Christ
and a powerful aid in
spreading His king-
dom on earth.

In considering
the duties and digni-
ties of the deacon,
may we gain an ever-
increasing apprecia-
tion of his ministry
and that of the priest,
whose cooperator the
deacon is. Let us
pray with Holy
Mother Church that
both deacon and
priest might
“Receive the Holy
Ghost to resist the
devil and his tempta-
tions and to abound
in all virtues. In the
name of the Lord,
Amen” (Pontifical).

The black robes of the Silver City
Benedictines were an imposing part

of the entrance procession.

Monastic loiterers Stephen Arabadjis,
Br. Anthony Joseph and Gabriel

Magaña admire Mr. Rockefeller’s
courtyard at The Cloisters in New

York City during their Easter vacation.

▲ The new deacons are invested
with the stole, symbol of purity
and authority in the church.

▼ Rev. Mr. Trevor Burfitt receives the
imposition of hands, the sacramental

matter for the diaconate.

Rev. Mr. Robert MacPherson kneels to
recite the Munda Cor as he prepares to

sing the Gospel for the first time. “Cleanse
my heart and my lips, O Almighty God;
who didst cleanse the lips of the Prophet

Isaias with a burning coal…”

Rev. Mssrs. Brendan Arthur, Robert MacPherson, Trevor Burfitt,
Patrick Summers and Steven Webber kneel as the Bishop

admonishes them concerning the responsibilities and
privileges of their new office.

Two new deacons, Rev. Mssrs. Robert MacPherson and Brendan
Arthur, assisted Fr. Steven McDonald at his first Solemn Mass.


