
The cork board in the Seminary atrium
is jam-packed with notices and announce-
ments. Seminarians are cleaning their cham-
bers and scrambling off to the Polishing
Room, the Barber Shop, the Archives, and
other remote nooks and crannies of the
Seminary to seek a night’s lodging.
Meanwhile, hordes of be-cassocked and be-
collared black silhouettes are roaming the
hallways. What has happened to our
beloved Seminary? Invasion by the SWAT
team? Better yet – the 13th annual Priests’
Meeting has hit Winona! The doors of St.
Thomas Aquinas Seminary swung wide
open in mid-February to accommodate 45
clerics “from the trenches” of the U.S. and
Canadian Districts. Though some saw it as a
week of utter chaos, the more spiritually-
minded cashed in on a golden opportunity
and an enriching experience.

Seminarians got first-hand contact with
living combatants in modern spiritual war-

Amid the hustle and bustle of the 2003
Priests’Meeting, few seminarians noticed
the presence of a new visitor amongst the
regular crowd of Society priests. Readers of
the Angelus
(October, 2002),
however, would
have recognized the
guest as Fr. Stephen
Somerville, former
member of the
Advisory Board of
the International
Commission on
English Liturgy
(ICEL) – one of the
few priests chosen
to help translate the
Latin liturgy into the
English language
during the 1960s.
His arrival at the
Seminary was a wel-
come surprise, and
VERBUMseized the
opportunity to ask
Fr. Somerville a few
questions regarding
his journey to Tradition.

Born in London, England, during the
1930s, Fr. Somerville was brought up by
devout Catholic parents. When he was two
years old, his family moved to Canada, and
he became a Canadian citizen. Fr.
Somerville has lived there for most of his
life. As a boy, he attended the Toronto
Catholic Cathedral Choir School. Later, he

went to the Basilian Fathers High School in
Toronto. After obtaining his B.A. in
General Arts and Philosophy, he entered the
Grand Seminary in Quebec. In addition to

his formal Seminary training, he
studied both French and Latin.
Fr. Somerville was ordained in
1956, under the pontificate of
Pope Pius XII. In 1964, during
the Second Vatican Council, he
was commissioned by the
Canadian bishops to serve on
the ICELAdvisory Board as the
representative for Canada. At
only 33, Father was
ICEL’s youngest
member.

The organization,
which was based in
Washington state,
gave its members the
freedom to work
remotely from their
own homes, coming
together only once or
twice a year for
meetings in Rome or
London. From the

outset of his work on the
Advisory Board, Father immedi-
ately became aware of intense
liberal tendencies in the com-
mittee.

“There was a strong spirit
amongst some of our members –
particularly the General
Secretary, Fr. Gerald Sigler (who

later left the priesthood) – to adapt and
modernize the translation of the prayers. It
was, in fact, the same mindset that eventu-
ally prevailed in the Novus Ordo Missae. I
was very uneasy about these proposed
changes. I agreed with some reluctantly,
didn’t agree with others, but I felt under
considerable pressure. I was only in my
early 30s – I did not have the experience I
needed to be a very useful member.”

Not all the members of ICELwere
intent on changing the liturgy. A few
wished to remain faithful to the original

fare. Some received insight into the tactics
and intensity of this battle by facing the
priests on the hockey rink or basketball
court. Others chatted with priests during
meals and recreation. All were able to hear
directly from Fr.
Patrick Crane in
a spiritual con-
ference some
very real tales
about priestly
life in the 21st
century. Though
a bit daunted by
the challenges
awaiting them
in the broken
modern world
as presented to
them by veteran
priests, seminar-
ians were

steeled by the realization of the unfath-
omably crucial work being done almost
exclusively by these missionaries to an
apostate world. At the end of the week,
serving an early Mass or surrendering a

room seemed a
small exchange
for an unmistak-
able impression
of the future
apostolate.
For the priests,

it is always
heartening to see
old classmates
and share expe-
riences gained
since their ordi-
nation. But
beyond that, the
Priests’Meeting
offers a chance

to attend conferences and be instructed in
topics germane to the mission field. A key
subject for this year’s rendezvous was an
ever-increasing phenomenon in today’s
world – mental illness. Dr. Ross Keiser, a
Traditional Catholic psychologist from
Louisiana, gave five conferences to help the
priests recognize mental imbalance and dis-
tinguish it from spiritual distress. Other con-
ferences treated of the influence of
American bishops at Vatican II, the life of
Father Damien of Molokai and the Legion
of Mary as a valuable tool for Catholic
Action.

As the week ended and priests flew
back to their parishes or missions, while
seminarians reclaimed their rooms and
restored the Seminary to something like its
normal condition, all were grateful for the
“week of chaos.” The
SSPX is truly a
Society, and there is
little that is more in
conformity with its
spirit than this priestly
gathering of five days.
As Archbishop
Lefebvre once said at
such a gathering in
France: “I think that in
[priests’] meetings
such as ours, you come together to share
with each other your pastoral concerns, in
order to find a better way to fulfill your
apostolate. You have come to pray together
for the Good Lord’s graces, to help you to
accomplish this apostolate and to keep your-
selves in fervor, piety and holiness. I think
that this is a most beautiful and consoling
thing, which should certainly please God.”
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Tomorrow’s Soldiers Fr. Gustavo Camargo



behavior. Maybe there were a lot of things
floating around in his mind.

Normally he was in the back of the
chapel, listening to rock ‘n’roll through a lit-
tle tape player. He popped it out of his
Missal cover. One of the faithful said it was
Heavy Metal, and that it was played so loud
she could hear it. And Heavy Metal is, well,
heavy. Heavy with Satan’s messages. 

VERBUM: Other priests have been
asking about what happened. What about
their experiences?

Fr. Gonzales:Well, Fr. James Haynos
was held at gunpoint after an Easter Vigil
Mass. Fr. Zendejas was in Columbia and he
was shot at by police in a high-speed car
chase. It was not until they reached the
police station that the officers realized they
had the wrong guy. He almost ended up
dead. So I guess all of us priests can find
ourselves in some difficult situations! 

As priests, we’re going to say things in
the confessional or in preaching that will
upset some people. What they should do is
discuss any problems with the priest, either
face to face or in the confessional. Since
Vatican II, though, moral theology is ever-
changing according to “situation ethics.” In
Tradition, of course, Truth doesn’t change.

VERBUM: How is this instructive for
seminarians? How does it bode for our
future as priests?

Fr. Gonzales:The essential things for a
priest are to do his duty and have devotion
to Our Lord, Our Lady and the Holy Angels
and Saints. The apostolate is preaching the
Truth, whether it is from the pulpit, the con-
fessional, in spiritual direction or in sacra-
mental preparation. I mean, you always try
to do it in a kind way, but sometimes you

have to be a bit on the firm side with people.
Just be prepared, because you never know
when someone’s going to get angry because
of what you have said. And also keep your
ears open, so that mumbling and grumbling
about the priest doesn’t go unnoticed. 

Priests must preach the Gospel, the
Truth, and not let it be watered down to keep
people happy, to be “nice” and compla-
cent in this world. We know the
teaching of Christ, of the Church.
Either people accept it, or they
deal with the wrath of God.

VERBUM: Any final
comments?

Fr. Gonzales:I really don’t
think it was personal. With the
Novus Ordo, this can be brought
about by a bad priest, but as far as
I know, that doesn’t have anything
to do with this. It’s just a case of a
lot of things going wrong, going bad.
He was mentally unbalanced. Why did
he wait until after Holy Communion
before I got the Blessed Sacrament into
the Tabernacle? It’s the mental imbalance
creating a break with reality, the devil
using that as an opportunity to attack the
Blessed Sacrament and the priest. With
all the devils in the world today, they
will use any opportunity they can to
desecrate.

The family’s going through a lot.
We’re trying to help him as he sits in
prison, to lift the censure incurred by
attacking a priest. He is still a soul to be
saved – we want to save his soul. Hopefully
he can become stable, where he won’t try to
hurt me or anybody else. We’ve got to pray
that Our Lady and the Holy Angels can help
him over his mental imbalances.

VERBUM: Thanks for your time,
Father. We will pray for the safety and suc-
cess of your apostolate. Ω

Fr. Gonzales conducts the Rite of
Betrothal for a soon-to-be-married

couple at St. Jude’s Parish in
Eddystone, near Philadelphia.

Seminary Less
Although seminarians would like to

have seen newly-ordained Fr.
Steven Webber during the recent

priests’meeting, a hemisphere and two
major oceans separate him from his “alma
mater.” He is, after all, stationed at the
autonomous house of the Society in
Roodeport, South Africa, just outside
Johannesburg. That did not prevent VER-
BUM, however, from giving him a call
to hear how things are going. 

One half year into his priest-
hood, Fr. Webber reports that,

A Shot in the Sanctuary

Fr. Gonzales:Well, I can’t give an
exact chronological order. It felt like an eter-
nity – well, it was almost myeternity, if he
had pulled the trigger the second time! I
reckon it’s by the intercession of Our Lady
and the Holy Angels that he didn’t.

It was when I was finishing up Low
Mass on Sunday morning. I was returning to
the altar with the ciborium, up the steps. I
picked up the cover, genuflected and I was
about to cover it when I heard, “Father,
don’t cover that.” I just turned and I thought
maybe that he wanted Holy Communion. I
recognized the voice somewhat as one of the
faithful. So I just gave him a sign to quiet
down and to kneel down, and again he said,
“Father, leave that alone. Don’t cover it.
Father, do you feel that this is déjà vufor
you?” It perplexed me – I’d never been in
such a situation before. His family and other
men were trying to come up through the
altar gates to talk to him, and other groups of
men were approaching, who had training on
how to get a gun and keep it from going off.
So things were working according to God’s

providential care. 
But a shot was fired.

When it was fired, it hit me
on the foot, the instep. And
I was thinking, “I could
look down. I could be
bleeding. Jesus mercy,
Mary help.” I made an act
of contrition. Of course the
faithful were thinking,
“He’s so admirable and
calm.” I was perfectly in
fright, fearful fright. I was
thinking, “I’m going to be
killed; eternity is about to
begin! Jesus mercy, Mary
help.” 

But we were lucky. Some
faithful could easily have
ended up dead themselves
from trying to subdue the
aggressor. Our Lady surely
obtained our safety on that
day. The policeman on the
case, who is not of the
Faith, said, “It was a mira-
cle that no one was hurt
today in this place.”

VERBUM: Was this
another case of revolt
against the priest? It didn’t
seem to be personal.

Fr. Gonzales:Some did
say that my sermons were
too long. I admit I am no
great orator! But the most
you might get is that people
would walk out. Maybe I
was the final straw with the
aggressor. He seemed to
have a certain imbalance,
and the family was trying to
help. Depression medica-
tions can cause psychotic

The month of March saw three guest speakers pass
through the Seminary. Catholic Family Newseditor John
Vennari (right) brought recent news from the front lines of
the war against Modernism. He reported that Jewish influ-
ence has caused many prelates in the United States to
repudiate the traditional teachings of the Church on the
inefficacy of the Old Covenant for salvation after the death
of Christ. As a result, no attempt is to be made to convert
the Jews, and prayers for their conversion, such as those
which used to be offered on Good Friday, are watered

down into meaningless formulae.
Later in the month, Fr. Gustavo

Camargo de Toledo (left), a Society
priest stationed in Guadalajara, Mexico,
gave seminarians a slide show of his

busy apostolate. He also presented an
inside perspective on the Campos com-

promise, tracing its cause to an over-
activism on the part of the priests, which

seminarians must guard against in
their future ministry. He also

noted that the simple faithful,
accustomed to following the

priest, went along naturally
and easily with

the conces-
sions to the
Newchurch
made by their
pastors.

March
Lecturers

On January 19th, Father Greig
Gonzales was shot at during Mass
in St. Jude’s Church in Eddystone,

PA, by one of his parishioners. While the
bullet only grazed his shoe, the media ver-
sion of the tale needs completing. VERBUM
interviewed him to get his own reflections on
this latest development in the dangers of the
modern apostolate.

VERBUM: Tell us a bit about
yourself, Father.

Fr. Gonzales:I grew up in Louisiana,
and then I had 16 years of seminary forma-
tion. Ten of those years were “pre-semi-
nary” formation in and out of the Novus
Ordo, and I had six years of solid,
Traditional formation. I was ordained, by
the grace of God, in 1995.

My first assignment was in Great
Britain, at St. Mary’s house in Lancashire,
the Northwest. Basically, we covered
Scotland, Northern England and most of
Wales. I taught music part-time at St.
Michael’s School, and later I was teaching
full-time, religion and other subjects. I was
in the District of England until eight
months ago.

VERBUM: Did your previous work
prepare you in any way for what happened
in January?

Fr. Gonzales:No. I mean, you can
have run-ins with some faithful who start
yelling at you. Or the priest can step on toes
out of ignorance, or sometimes he needs to
correct the faithful, and so they start to fight
back. But not with guns!

VERBUM: Tell us about the events of
January 19th.

Dr. Ch
likes o

produce
former

and why
tr



despite the necessary and challenging adap-
tations to a different culture and to a precar-
ious political situation, the apostolate is
going well. His ministry is partly among
the white Africans, partly among the Zulus
of Soweto, and he says that the latter are
kind and respectful to the
priests, and extremely grateful

for their spiritual and tem-
poral help. Father also
notes that the political
situation is causing the
emigration of large
numbers of young
white families, so that
the white faithful are

mostly pensioners.
Thus the future of
the South African
mission seems to be

with the Zulus, who
are eager to move

from home Mass centers
into permanent chapels.

Fr. Webber recently
initiated the Eucharistic Crusade in

the priory chapel at Roodeport, and
has taken charge of catechism les-
sons in the nearby St. John’s
Preschool of Krugersdorf, a com-
bined orphanage and school for

small children run by one of the
black parishioners. Father reflects

that his formation in music and litera-
ture in the Seminary has been advanta-

we certainly have more time for study and
recreation than most priests in the United
States. Music and literature can be big
helps as legitimate means of recreation, and
that is important in the fight against the
loneliness and isolation which can creep

into priests’lives even in the
best situations, and especially
when they live surrounded by
people whose ways are foreign.”

Fr. Webber has learned
his Seminary lessons well –
grace builds on nature and per-
fects it; it does not destroy it or
take its place. In order for grace
to work, the natural life of a soul
must have a certain amount of
order, and good music and litera-
ture are powerful means for
building, maintaining or restor-
ing that order so that grace can
work in the soul to the optimum
degree. In the normal course of
events, humanness must be put
back into humans, beginning

with the priest, so that grace can begin to
penetrate the soul and make the Faith an
integral part of life. One who ignores this
truth does so at his peril and risks building
his Catholic edifice on the shifting sands of
the modern world. Fortunately, though, Fr.
Webber is laying a foundation that will
keep his flock firmly planted on the
Church’s terra firma. Ω

On the evenings of March 21st and
22nd, seminarians took a break
from their prayers, studies and

chores to listen to the tunes of Elvis Presley,
Pink Floyd and Nirvana! Such a statement
should startle those who appreciate what is
required to form good Catholic priests. Rest
assured, though, we have not lost our minds
or the Faith! Instead, Dr. Andrew Childs

returned to Winona after a four-year
absence (see VERBUM#73) to lecture

on the devastating
effects of such

music. 
Temporarily
setting aside

judgment on
the merits of

rock
music,
one rec-
ognizes
that it is
out of

place at St.
Thomas Aquinas
Seminary. Rock and
Roll is rebellious by
its very nature. Indeed,
bands routinely
exploit our under-
standing of this prin-
ciple by staging their
videos in dignified
places, or with digni-
fied-looking people.
Such a ploy is inten-

tionally dramatic because it sets up a clash
of concepts; and, of course, modern music is
always represented as triumphing over the
“old-fogies,” with all the charm of an earth-
quake. Catholicism, on the other hand, is
rooted in Truth, always seeking Goodness,
and continually nourished by the Beauty of a
“sensus Catholicus” (sense of the Faith) that
pervades life. Clearly, modern music and
Catholicism are strikingly incompatible.

We naturally question why it is that
something so patently non-Catholic can hold

sway amongst those blessed to have the
Faith. Dr. Childs approached that delicate
topic calmly and rationally. He proceeded
along the path of virtue that resides between
two extremes, neither hurling anathemas at
those ensnared by rock, nor suggesting that
the question was of no importance to our
natural and supernatural well-being. He was
following the principle that one will catch
more flies with honey than with vinegar,
especially when an authority figure’s attack
on popular culture will merely provoke anti-
social responses. We have a duty to be faith-
ful to Catholic principles, but prudence and
charity demand that we disarm the oppo-
nents of salvation peacefully. 

Objectivity requires that we define our
terms and make proper distinctions. Dr.
Childs began with The New Lexicon
Webster’s Dictionary definition of “rock and
roll” as

“A style of popular music of Afro-
American origin, characterized by an insis-
tent, heavily accented syncopated rhythm
and an obsessive repetition of short musical
phrases, tending to build up tension in an
audience and induce a state of group frenzy
when played very loudly.”

The definition is not flattering, but who
could begin to make a reasoned argument
that it is inaccurate? Under the auspices of
rock and roll, and adhering more or less to
the definition, a number of related forms
have developed, such as metal, punk, tech-
no, rap and pre-teen pop. Each has its own
particular culture, comprising everything
from hairstyle to vocabulary. Unquestion-
ably, some types of modern music are
overtly virulent, such as those with Satanic
themes or perversion. Since Catholics
should be able to reject those “art-forms”
without any persuasion, Dr. Childs dedicat-
ed most of the time to more subtle, but
equally dangerous kinds of rock music.

After specifying the object of discus-
sion, we must know something about how
music plays on the emotions and intellect.
On both nights, Dr. Childs stepped seminar-
ians through an analysis of several pieces of

music ranging from Gregorian Chant to
Nirvana. He began with a simple explana-
tion of melody, harmony and rhythm.

In Gregorian Chant, melody, which
appeals mainly to the intellect, predomi-
nates, with rhythm and harmony playing
lesser roles. As music developed through
the ages, it had greater influence on the lis-
tener’s mood because harmonic elements,
which tend to target the emotions, became
more prevalent. A major chord, for instance,
will typically elicit joyful and happy feel-
ings, while a minor chord will be melan-
cholic. In modern music, rhythm, which
aims directly at the lower passions, predom-
inates, while harmony remains to create the
proper mood to convey the song’s message.
Melody is continually less important.
Analysis of various
modern songs con-
firmed the definition
given by Webster’s:
rock music is
extremely powerful,
despite being
remarkably simple.

Musicians
understand these
principles and
employ them to
achieve the desired
effect with their
audiences. Unlike
the case of strictly
verbal communica-
tion, the passivity of
the audience actual-
ly facilitates the
communication. In
other words, there is
no merit to the com-
mon assertion that
“Rock music doesn’t have any effect on
me.” Dr. Childs explained: “Music ampli-
fies – emotionally rather than rationally –
the sentiment of the texts to which it is set.
The more impressionable the listener, the
less likely it is that he will be able to defend
himself against the most extreme senti-

ments.” We must conclude that what mod-
ern music lacks in sophistication, it more
than makes up in its manipulation of the
emotions and passions. When we consider
the lyrics of the songs in the context of this
emotional manipulation, we see an even
more horrifying level of evil. Young people
learn by rote unspeakable perversities and
mind-numbing inanities, and sing them with
passion. If children learned their catechisms
half as well as they learn these anthems of
the devil, we would soon have a legion of
saints!

After reflecting upon the musical ele-
ments and lyrics of modern music, we still
have no concrete idea of why it is so popu-
lar. Dr. Childs supplied the missing piece of
the puzzle: extra-musical elements attract

the fans. Youth in par-
ticular decide to turn to
rock music because it
fills a void in their lives.
They encounter a wide
variety of frustrations in
the modern culture: par-
ents are out of touch,
teachers do not inspire,
politicians are crooked,
churchmen are corrupt,
the world seems to be
falling apart, hypocrisy
and superficiality take
precedence over hon-
esty, and worst of all,
nobody seems to
remember how difficult
it is to be a teenager!
Nobody, that is, except
the rockers and their
fans. Indeed, many
youth today take their
identity almost entirely

from rock music and its associated cultures.
We are in a “valley of tears,” but kids will
certainly not find refuge in the arms of
modern rockers! As the Apostle says, “You
are bought with a price; be not made the
bondslaves of men” (I Cor. VII, 23).

It follows that family, Church and
school – institutions that should be guiding
young people along the path to God – have
been pushed aside by music. Dr. Childs
remarked that, in the 1950’s, families lis-
tened to music together and children
learned how to play musical instruments
with some proficiency. As that decade came
to an end, parents were wont to question the
music their children were listening to, but
permitted it on the basis that “Kids will be
kids.” Gradually Rock and Roll created a
gap between children and parents that suc-
ceeding generations have widened into a
chasm. Unfortunately, that cycle is self-per-
petuating. Parents spend less time with their
families, children no longer develop an ear
for good music, adults cannot keep pace
with the ever-changing language that mod-
ern music teaches, and finally children are
taught that all authority is tyrannical. Kids
will be kids, no doubt about it, but this
should not persuade adults to forgo being
vigilant parents, priests and teachers! 

In brief, modern music is an obstacle
between listeners and Our Lord. If we hope
to remove the negative influence of Rock
and Roll, those who see the dangers must
calmly and objectively guide young people
to wholesome art. It is written that, “He
shall eat butter and honey that he may
know to refuse the evil, and to choose the
good” (Isaias VII, 15). Naturally, more
Bach and Haydn might do wonders in
weaning youngsters from the “steady diet
of nothing” that they adore so much.
Nothing will be able to help them, though,
if those in positions of authority refuse to
refute peacefully the evil lies threatening
Catholic youth.

The Do Re Mi’s of Modern Music

sons Applied to Catholic Zulus
geous to his work with the young people,
thus confirming a frequent VERBUM
theme. “I’ve found that by being introduced
to Beethoven and Shakespeare on a natural
level, they become more receptive to the
supernatural truths, and so become better

Catholics. These are tools for indirectly
turning their interests to the Faith.”

He observes that good music and liter-
ature have helped him personally as well,
by supporting his efforts to maintain a cer-
tain equilibrium in his new and challenging
assignment. “Contrary to what most new
priests experience,” Fr. Webber says, “we
have a lot of time here – not to say that
there isn’t a constant stream of activity, but

Continents away from home, young Fr. Steven Webber is laboring
hard to strengthen his Zulu flock in their Catholic faith.

Dr. Childs struck the right chord
with seminarians looking for keys to

understand the
degeneration of
popular music.

hilds explained how the
of Elvis and Pink Floyd
ed Kurt Cobain (bottom),
r lead singer of Nirvana,

hy no such rockers should
train today’s youth.



translations, contained within the contem-
porary 1950 missals, such as The Daily
Missaland The Sunday Missal. Father
noted that each of the old missals translated
the Latin prayers faithfully, since “they
would not have received an imprimatur
from the local bishops had they not
expressed exactly what the Latin said.” For
this reason, the more “conservative” mem-
bers of ICEL could see no reason for
changing the meaning of the Latin prayers.
Fr. Somerville was one such member. His
Catholic instinct told him that ICEL’s
changes were inaccurate, unnecessary and
potentially hazardous to the Faith. His per-
ception was more accurate than he initially
realized.

Father estimated that there were “thou-
sands of mistranslations in the accumulated
work of ICEL.” The liberal influence on the
committee was such that the “conservative”
members were slowly suppressed, or gradu-
ally led over to ICEL’s liturgy of novelty.
“As time went on, I became increasingly
critical of what ICEL was doing. After
Vatican II we went around saying, ‘If it’s
not forbidden, it’s permitted.’” After years
of progressively worsening conditions, Fr.
Somerville voluntarily ended his term on
the Advisory Board, and resumed his pas-
toral duties in the Archdiocese of Toronto
in 1979. His first promptings toward the
Traditional movement, however, did not
come until years later.

During the years which followed the
Second Vatican Council, Father remained
grounded with the Catholic principles he
had acquired during his priestly formation.
Although he remained “obedient” to Rome
by saying the Novus Ordo Missae, Father
admitted that his manner of celebrating
Mass was always more reverent. In 1985,
Fr. Somerville attended a conference at
which Fr. Joseph Fessio (former editor of
Adoremus Bulletin) gave a short lecture.
During the talk, Fr. Fessio declared that he
had made a promise always to say the

Roman Canon whenever he said Mass. Fr.
Somerville was struck by this admission.
Yet the more he considered the reasons for
Fr. Fessio’s adherence to the Old Canon,
the more sense it made. The problem of
“for you and for all” struck Fr. Somerville
as being very real and important. “From
that moment I, too, began to say only the
Roman Canon. As time went on, I began
using more and more Latin in my Mass –
very little bits which would be easy for the
people to handle. I would sing the end of

Rev. Mr. Isaac Moats
falls to his knees,

sliding across the ice
in a valiant attempt to
secure the puck for

the seminarians.

the Mass in Latin – Dominus Vobiscum, Ite
Missa Est, Deo Gratias. I would make the
Mass look, sound and feel more traditional.
There was always a careful reverence at my
Mass. I’ve never liked sacro-pop [modern
liturgical melodies and instruments].”

Father’s break with the Novus Ordo
finally came 16
years later, in
2001, when he
was invited to
“fill in” for a
vacationing priest
in Houston, TX.
The chapel was
an independent
Traditional one,
unfamiliar to
Father. His expe-
rience there was
a blast from the
past – it was
unlike anything
he had encoun-
tered in over 30
years. He
described the
episode with
great fondness.
“The tremendous
impact of those
people! Their
reverence at
Mass, their well-behaved children, their
love of the liturgy, their love of prayer! I
thought to myself: I’ve got to start serving
Traditional Catholics! These are the kind of
people I should be working for! They’re
hungry for priests!”

This encounter also introduced Fr.
Somerville to Traditional Catholic litera-
ture, including the writings of Archbishop
Marcel Lefebvre. “They came to me with
their books – books which spoke so
tellingly about what had happened to the
Church during the Second Vatican
Council. It wasn’t an accident, but the
intended outcome of the Council! It was
clearly a conspiracy to derail the Catholic
Faith! And so I had to get away from that
part of the Church, and serve the part that
was faithful. Since that time, many inde-
pendent Traditional groups have heard of
me and have asked me to say Mass for
them. These encounters convinced me that
I had to be a Traditional Catholic priest,
fully and freely.”

During these years, Fr. Somerville’s
desire for the old Latin liturgy was met
with resistance by his local Bishop. “He
did not want to give me any work because
I was too conservative. So, in 2002, I
retired from active diocesan work with my
Bishop’s blessing.” Since that time, Father

has been discern-
ing his future one
day at a time,
while saying
exclusively the
Tridentine Latin
Mass. When
asked about his
opinion of the
Traditional
Movement,
Father said that,
although the
Traditionalists
seem to be
“sadly divided on
certain points, it
seems clear that
they are the rem-
nant Church –
they are the
faithful
Catholics.” Fr.
Somerville prays
for the day when
Rome will return

to its senses and free the Church from the
pervasive modernist heresies of the 21st
century.

Although Father’s visit to the
Seminary was regrettably short, seminari-
ans were grateful for the opportunity to
meet this newest member of the
Traditional camp. Before departing, he
expressed his satisfaction at seeing the old
methods of priestly formation at St.
Thomas Aquinas Seminary. “It’s good to
see it [the Seminary] alive and well.
Numbers are smaller, but they will
increase. Perhaps not in a huge way, but
who knows, there might be an explosion of
numbers in the Traditional Church. But I
think there might be an explosion of the
wrath of God first! I just pray that we’ll all
be protected.”

May God continue to bless Fr.
Somerville with an abundance of grace and
give him the strength to carry the heavy
cross which is always placed upon the
shoulders of those who do His Holy Will.

A Sappy Story
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The only time the priests had a prayer was before the game began.

By hook or by crook, they seem to
pull it off every year. Just when the
“Flyin’ Fathers” think they will be

in a position to dust off the hockey trophy,
the newly-ordained hockey-able are
shipped overseas while the Seminary
receives new recruits from the NHL. And
the Seminarians chalk up another victory.
February, 2003, was no exception, extend-
ing the STAS unbeaten string to 13 succes-
sive years. To the seminarians’ shame,
however, the final score was a mere 10-7
victory, a far cry from their former double-
digit margins or shutouts. If the trend con-
tinues, perhaps one day, by Divine inter-
vention, the wise old priests will knock off
the trim young-bloods!

Fr. Somerville shares some words with
Fr. Gerardo Zendejas after a conference.

The Annual
Priests’ Beating

Relying on Winona’s schizophrenic weather to get the juices flowing, sappy seminarians scurry outside come springtime to
siphon the savory secretions of the Seminary’s box elder trees. The sap being secured, the second step sends the gallons of
liquid to a simmering boil in a square vat. The seething sap is then slowly stirred and strained to separate sediment and sand

from the semi-syrup. Finally, after a second sustained boiling, the solution of syrup is sealed and stored for consumption. Yum!
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