
Each day at the Seminary is much
like the one that went before it.
Prayer, work, study and recreation

fill the balanced daily routine. Many mate-
rial accomplishments, of course, are real-
ized. But also, over the courses of hours
and days that blend seamlessly together, a
sublime formation and even a transforma-
tion takes place. After six or seven years of
shaping and molding, with grace and perse-
verance, a priest emerges. He is not the
product of a factory process, the result of an
assembly of parts in a number of discrete
steps. He is a work of sage guidance and
docile cooperation. VERBUM wishes to
present in this issue both some of the physi-
cal products of the Winona Seminary, and
its most important work, that of preparing
future priests. New Seminary Rector Fr.
Yves le Roux gives below his insights into
this difficult and delicate process.

VERBUM: Father, how did you come
to pursue a religious vocation?

Fr. le Roux: The good Lord gave me
the grace to be born into a Catholic family
and – what is today an even more excep-
tional grace – to receive a profoundly
Catholic education. The call of God made
itself known early on in my soul. After a
typical elementary and high school educa-
tion and a year of philosophy at the
Society’s university in Paris, I entered the
Seminary at Ecône in 1984.

VERBUM: Where have you been sta-
tioned since your ordination in 1990?

Fr. le Roux: My first assignment was
our priory in Geneva, where I spent five
years. I was then appointed headmaster of a
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VERBUM: What does it
take to have a vocation in the
modern world?

Fr. le Roux:
A veritable miracle
of grace! It is thus
our duty to pray
for vocations and
their perseverance.
In a world of
unbridled pleasure,
each vocation is a
special mercy of
God, for that soul
and for the entire
Church. Of course,
it is necessary to
cultivate the virtue
of purity and the
habit of prayer to
be able to hear the
call of God and
answer it. We must
also insist on the importance of good
Catholic families, for it is in their bosom
that vocations are born.

VERBUM: What can the parents do to
foster vocations among their children?

Fr. le Roux: Parents must have a great
respect for the sacrament that unites them.
The Sacrament of Matrimony consecrates
their home. It is up to them to be faithful to
this consecration. This is done firstly by
daily prayer, both individually and together
as a family, but also by making their family
a living and fervent society where the
virtues of their children are able to develop
harmoniously. The life of the family is an
essential reality in a man’s development.
Parents should not hesitate to give their
children the time and affection that will
allow them to develop and to learn to strug-
gle against themselves. It is within the fami-

school in the Valais, near Ecône. After a
year there, however, I was sent to Lauzon, a
suburb of Québec, to direct another school.
I remained there for seven years.

VERBUM: Did the assignment to
Winona surprise you?

Fr. le Roux: (laughing) You probably
want me to say with an air of formality and
my head slightly bowed: “Of course,
because blah blah blah…!” But no, the
plans of God are never our own plans.
Clearly, I had never dreamed of such an
assignment. Does that mean that I should
have been surprised? No. In the service of
God, the unimaginable is matter of course!

VERBUM: How does living in the
21st century change the task of a seminary
rector?

Fr. le Roux: Living in a paganized
world, man has been reduced to the state of
a slave: he only answers to the egoistic
demands of his passions. We must learn
anew that life is not a long series of uninter-
rupted pleasures, but an unending combat
against the fallen angels and our own evil
tendencies. It is also necessary to teach the
sense of Christian nobility to young men
who wish to give their lives to Our Lord.
This nobility demands that one commit
himself totally to the service of God by
engaging in a new sort of crusade: it is no
longer a question of freeing the Savior’s
tomb, but rather of freeing our own souls,
imprisoned in the tomb of today’s liberal
sophisms. Nowadays, above all, we must
learn once more to live out the purpose of
our human nature, which is designed to
adore God through a knowledge and love of
the Truth. There perhaps lies the most cru-
cial task of a rector in the 21st century. Man
has been dehumanized, and grace has no
ground on which to cast its seed. We must
work to help our young seminarians acquire
the personal and social virtues that will
allow grace to use them as instruments.

VERBUM: You mentioned in your
November letter that each country has its
own personality and characteristics. How
does this fact affect the formation of
American priests?

Fr. le Roux: Certainly, the religious
indifferentism that predominates in the
United States breeds a liberal spirit that we
must absolutely oppose. Liberalism is a
slow but relentless destroyer of men. At the
Seminary, we try to reshape individuals
thus affected so that God might work
through them.

Bishop Williamson imposes hands on
a young Fr. le Roux in 1990 to make
him a priest. Thirteen years later, his
Excellency handed on to Fr. le Roux
the task of forming new priests at the

Society’s American Seminary.

ly that a man learns to mortify and forget
himself through the knowledge that his pri-
mary duty is to serve God.

VERBUM: Do you have any advice
for a young man thinking about entering the
Seminary?

Fr. le Roux: He should not hesitate for
a single instant. Let him put himself under
the direction of one of our priests, who will
help him discern his vocation and respond
to the will of God. We also fervently rec-
ommend to such a future candidate to come
to Winona to meet us some time during the
academic year. This will allow him to see
first hand and up close the daily life of the
Seminary. We would be more than happy to
welcome him for a few days.

VERBUM: Thank you, Father. May
God grant us many holy priests!

Archbishop Lefebvre and Fr. le Roux stand side by side on
the occasion of the former’s 60th sacerdotal anniversary at
Le Bourget, France, in 1989. Fr. le Roux, who received his
formation at the feet of the Archbishop, is now passing the
spirit of the Society’s founder on to Winona seminarians.



When a young private dresses up
in his fatigues for the first time,
he realizes that a change is tak-

ing place. He is not just putting on a uni-
form – he is putting on a new person. From
that day on, he will be a different man, a
new man ... a soldier. Every professional
field gives its members a special mark, a
sign that sets them apart from everyone
else, that shows the world what they do.
Policemen, doctors, firemen and judges all
have a unique garb that identifies their
vocation. And while seminarians at St.
Thomas Aquinas Seminary do not learn to
fight fires or wage battles or perform other

public services, they do put on a uniform. It
is not an attire like the rest, for once it goes
on, it never comes off. As long as a voca-
tion remains, so does the cassock. It is a
steady state that is supposed to represent a
permanent disposition, namely, death – to
the world, to the flesh, and to self ... the old
man. The primary purpose of the Seminary
to kill that old man and put a new one in
his place, and the cassock is an integral part
of this regeneration.

When this year’s 22 Spirituality semi-
narians walk down the aisle of the
Seminary chapel on the feast of Our Lord’s
Presentation, February 2nd, they do not
stop at their normal places. They carry
something over their arms, a garment strik-

ingly plain compared to their suit and tie.
They enter the sanctuary and kneel before
the Bishop. A few drops of holy water later,
they are on their way out the door.

“Subject me, O Lord, to Thy sweet
yoke and that of Thy Mother Mary.” They
whisper these words while slipping on the
white collar and its black bib-like attach-
ment, the rabat. Like the yoke on the
oxen, the collar makes itself known.
The call to perfection is sounding
ever clearer. Obedience, normally
named last of the evangelical
counsels, in this case comes fore-
most. Subjection to the will of
the superior is identical with the
sweet yoke of Christ. The collar
completes its circle and attaches
to the pin at the back. It is the
beginning of a submission that
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important duties cannot be covered in the
classroom, however. Personal training
from an experienced priest is needed. In
the case of St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary,
this is fulfilled in the person of Fr.
Wolfgang Goettler.

Fr. Goettler has been teaching St.
Thomas Aquinas seminarians how to pray
the Breviary and offer Mass for the last two
decades. When a seminarian enters his fifth
year, he anticipates being mystically wed-
ded to the spotless Bride of Christ, the
Church. This takes place 15 days before
Easter that academic year, when he is
ordained a subdeacon. From that day on, he
will be bound by grave obligation to the
daily recitation of the Breviary. As Fr.
Goettler points out, “Most people do not
realize it, but for a priest to miss even one
office of the Breviary in the old days con-
stituted a mortal sin.” That is why, in early
November, about five months before they
become subdeacons, fifth-year seminarians
meet with Fr. Goettler once a week for one-
on-one sessions of detailed guidance
through the complex labyrinth of the
Divine Office.

Fr. Goettler stresses the
importance of learning

the Breviary cor-
rectly, citing

the practice
of monks in

the early
Church who did

penance for mere

mispronunciations.
Mastering its recitation is
a daunting task. The
Divine Office is divided
into two volumes, and
is regulated by a com-
plex system of rules
governing the multifarious variations of the
liturgical year. Raymond Taouk, an
Australian seminarian who is learning to
pray the Breviary under Father’s tutelage,
points out that the most difficult part is
keeping straight all of the different seasons
and times. At the end of several months
under Fr. Goettler’s direction, however,
newly ordained subdeacons are more than
prepared to take up their  role of praying on
behalf of Holy Mother Church.

After fifth-year seminarians are
ordained subdeacons in March and deacons
in June, they find a new challenge waiting
for them when they return in September for
their final year. They must learn to offer the
Perfect Sacrifice of the New Law, the Mass
of the Roman Rite. The deacons begin by
memorizing the Latin prayers and doing
some complementary reading on the rubrics
of the Mass. After first semester exams in
February, Fr. Goettler meets with them at a
side altar once a week to guide them
through “practice Masses.” 

The celebration of Low Mass is the
primary focus of this training, as both Sung
Masses and Solemn High Masses build
upon this foundation. The sessions naturally
must take into account the proper “speed”

Rev. Mr. Magaña (left) learns to master the intricate details
of the traditional Roman Rite through the patient instruction
of Fr. Wolfgang Goettler. God willing, Rev. Mr. Magaña will

celebrate his first Mass in June.

of celebrating Mass.
Archbishop Lefebvre
wished that his priests
not exceed half an hour
in the recitation of a
private Mass. Fr.
Goettler notes that he
feels no need to rush his
students, however. “Occasionally
one of the faithful,” he says, “will complain
that one of my former pupils is saying
Mass too quickly. Because of this, I do not
push on the issue of speed. They are all
slow at the beginning, but I know that they
will acquire the proper pace when they
become more comfortable with celebrating
the Mass.”

A more complex issue is that of the
rubrics. Rev. Mr. Isaac Moats points out the
difficulty of putting the numerous gestures
and prayers together in their proper order.
He mentions that Fr. Goettler’s regularity
and thoroughness are invaluable in learning
all the details. Even Fr. Goettler can forget
some of the fine points, though. “I like to
teach the deacons the Mass,” he says,
“because every year I notice errors that have
crept into my own recitation of the Mass! It
is good for priests to review occasionally
the exact specifications of the rubrics, for it
is easy to forget them over time.” 

Learning the Mass is a challenge, but
one well worth the effort. When ordination
time arrives in June, the deacons have
enjoyed four months of practice. When they

Day by day throughout the course
of their priestly formation, semi-
narians grow in the knowledge of

the sacred sciences of philosophy and the-
ology. After six years, they will have mas-
tered the principles necessary to tackle the
complicated doctrinal and practical prob-
lems awaiting them in the apostolate. But
as important as this training is, it does not
prepare seminarians for the most essential
of their priestly functions. They must learn
to fulfill their role as the religious of God,
officially deputed by Him to pray the

Divine Office and to offer the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass for the

Universal Church. These

will be the yard mark of the seminarian’s
fervor and perseverance.

“Lord, Thou art the portion of my
inheritance and it is Thee Who will restore
it to me.” Now comes the cassock, the long
black robe that signifies their death. The

Liturgical Prayer: A Divine Office



to the rest of the world. In spirit, they have
abandoned their family, shed their material
possessions and surrendered their wills.
Nothing should be left to these new paupers
– nothing, that is, but their Portion, Who
makes them richer than any man living, in
this life and the next.

“Gird me, O Lord, with the cincture of
purity, and extinguish in me all
impure desires, that the virtues of
continence and chastity may abide in
me.” The new uniform lacks one
final addition. The seminarians
wrap the black sashes snugly
around their waists and clasp them
firm. The attractions of the flesh
do not magically disappear, but
their attention is now held by
something else, something high-
er. The goal of perfection and

union with Our Lord will make the sacri-
fice of chastity not a bitter burden, but a
joyful offering.

The Bishop, clerics, family and friends
have been waiting for a quarter of an hour
in prayerful silence. They ask God that He
may effect not only an outward change, but
an inward one as well. Finally, their 22 new
men appear. The organ switches from its
quiet interlude to open up with a jubilant
welcome. The somber cassocks belie the
interior rejoicing of their bearers. They take
their places in the sanctuary, from which
they hope never to depart again. 

The lights fade, families go home and
the Seminary recommences its daily rou-

tine. Twenty-two Blackrobes, however,
have a new companion, with whom life will
never be the same. It will chide them for
unbecoming behavior, call out for them
when it is absent and keep at a safe dis-
tance the world they have left behind. It
will preach to young boys, to families,
Novus Ordo priests and sinners. Above all,
it will counsel its wearers to follow the
Gospel in all its perfection. The three-piece
uniform calls for a three-fold offering in the
forms of obedience, poverty and chastity.
God willing, 22 privates will persevere in
this unique manner of soldiering, clad in
their collar, cassock and sash.
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I t has always been tough for seminarians to hit the books. When Spirituality seminarian
Daniel Muscha was summoned to St. Basil’s classroom late in December, though, he little
suspected that he was heading into a much bigger headache than studying. His 6’5”, 210 lb.

frame had been selected hands down by the Maintenance Department as the proper candidate-
victim for the Seminary’s first ever Wall Breaking Ceremony. St. Basil’s had become too small
to accommodate the burgeoning number of seminarians and needed to lose a few walls to make
space. Luckily, Mr. Muscha was willing to put his neck – and head – on the line for the com-
munity. He managed to accomplish his mission on the first try, and even stated that it was easier
than Ascetical & Mystical Theology! While his family is relieved that he has turned his atten-
tion back to more academic concerns, seminarians are thankful for his hardheadedness. St.
Basil’s now has ample headroom heading into the next few years, being prepared for the headi-
est of headcounts. This head start will be quite handy in the future, thanks to the leg up provid-
ed by Mr. Muscha’s headstrong efforts.

put on the chasuble for
the first time and prepare
to ascend the altar, they
are secure in the knowl-

edge that they will cele-
brate Mass with all its

detailed profundity, accord-
ing to the mind of the Church.

Young seminarians hit the books hard
for six years to address adequately the

needs of their future flock, but
there is much more to being a
priest than theology and
Canon Law. Thanks to the
careful training provided by
Fr. Goettler, newly ordained
seminarians are well
equipped to take up their
daily duties of liturgical

prayer. By celebrating Mass
and reciting the Divine Office, they

contribute to the health of the Mystical
Body. In the devastation following Vatican
II, this invaluable knowledge ties them
inseparably to the centuries-old traditions
of the Church, and makes them carriers of
those traditions to future generations. In
both respects, these new priests are giving
honor to Her whom they have chosen for
their Spouse, Holy Mother Church.

Praying the Divine Office every day is a complicated duty.
When fifth-year seminarian Mark Stafki (left) becomes

a subdeacon in March, he will be up to the task,
thanks to weekly meetings with Fr. Goettler.

seminarians know what that means as they
rush to shroud their body with its presence.
No one – friends, family, the casual
passersby – will ever look at them the
same. Their new cloak will always be there
to remind them of their poverty in relation



This past fall, seminarians enjoyed the
goodness of homemade cider thanks to
the bountiful harvest of apples left behind

by Fr. Goettler’s
fruit trees. But before
seminarians could
savor this nutritious
breakfast beverage, they
first had to put in the
many hours of picking,
cleaning, grinding, squeez-
ing and straining that goes
into making a concoction
worthy of the Seminary
name. 

In late October, just as the fall foliage was revealing its
most vibrant colors, a small cider squad marched outside to the
Seminary orchard. Their assignment was clear; it was a mis-
sion they had already accomplished
several times during the fall harvest. 

They plucked the fruit from the
trees and transported bushel after
bushel up the hill to the cleaning sta-
tion. The seminarians gave the apples a
thorough dousing before hauling them
down to the Seminary basement. There
the apples were ground into long, thin
shreds. The heavy buckets of apple
shavings were then carried back outside

and loaded into a wooden con-
traption which was sealed and
tightened. As the vice on top was
turned, the shavings
slowly surrendered
their sweet secretions,
filling a tub with fresh
apple juice. After

repeating this process dozens of times, the semi-
narians packed up and moved inside, where the
juice was finally strained and poured into plastic
containers.

As evening approached, the cider squad sat down
to enjoy the fruits of their labor. The day was spent

and so were they, but
their work was done at
last. With Br. Gerard
leading the toast, the
workers raised their
mugs and smiled …
“DEO GRATIAS!”

Some have said that the three greatest barriers to
a vocation are January, February and March.
While spiritual writers remain divided on the

question, most would agree that the Minnesota winter
adds a unique challenge to the rigors of seminary life.
To overcome this annual hardship, the seminarians
enlist the aid of “Woody,” the Seminary’s intrepid
wood-fired boiler.

While Woody receives most of the publicity, he is
not the true hero in
this story. The real
cause of the warmth

which consoles the seminarians dur-
ing the long winter months is not
Woody but “wood.” Yes, wood:
sawed, sectioned, split, stacked and
stoked ... by the seminarians, of
course. Nearly all Humanities and
Spirituality seminarians, the “first-years,” participate in this process
at one time or another, during weekly manualia, sessions of manual
labor. Were it not for the mountain of wood that they diligently accu-

mulate, Woody
would be quite flus-
tered when Old Man
Winter breathes his
chilly challenge.
The wood used by
the Seminary is pro-
vided free of charge
by a local developer.
When the company
clears a parcel of

land, it deposits the trees, mostly
intact, in the stone quarry located on
Seminary grounds. The seminarians
take over from there. They begin by
cutting the trees, which often are two
or three feet in diameter, into “small” sections. Next, the wood crew

hitches the Seminary’s faithful log splitter to one
of the trucks and tows it down the hill to the quar-
ry. Using this machine, they split the sections,
which sometimes weigh as much as the seminari-
ans who handle them, into stackable pieces.
Finally, the Seminary’s dump truck appears on the
scene to transport the wood up the hill to the stor-
age shed located behind the main seminary build-

ing. The seminarians unload it and stack it neatly so that it will be ready
for action when Woody gets hungry.

The “wood-working” just described continues year round in
order to provide the approximately one hundred cord (around 13,000
cubic feet) of timber
which Woody burns
throughout the heat-
ing season. The big
boiler regularly con-
sumes one dump
truckload per day
when running at full
capacity. This wood-
based heating system
allows the Seminary
to stay warm at a
much lower cost than
would be possible
with more conventional heating methods. But the sizeable financial
advantage is not the only benefit. The work involved is itself a valuable
component of priestly formation. It helps to ground the seminarians in
reality amidst an increasingly unreal world. The labor also constitutes
an act of charity towards one’s fellow seminarians. On a more natural
level, it provides fresh air, physical exercise and a hard-learned lesson
in frugality that will serve the seminarians well in their priestly careers.

So this winter, while most of the residents of Winona are relax-
ing in their warm houses, taking the heat for granted, seminarians are
gratefully acknowledging the hard work done by the first-years. As
the prefect of the Wood Department, second-year seminarian Joseph
Steinmetz said, “Our work is cer-
tainly the most important here at
the Seminary.” Other seminarians
are not certain. The great spiritu-

al writers will have to settle it.
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